All Things New Week #3 “Be”
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KEVIE / Reckless Love Written by Caleb Culver / Cory Asbury / Ran Jackson
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This is a great time to be a part of B4 because we are in a season of clarifying our vision and the
calling that God has for us as a church. EZMAB4MIFRE, EAKMERRREREIRMAMNESRI A
ST BIEH,

We are also clarifying our vision through a series of sermons we launched two weeks ago called,
“All Things New” . Zfi&EBRERTREN—RIFEE "—UIEH 7 KEERMOER.

We are capturing a snapshot of God" s heart for humanity and his plan for the church by taking
a closer look at the life of a man named Abraham. E@EFHER—EZUEANENANETE, KiE
e AR OB B ERIFTEINIRE,

Abraham is a central character in the story of God; and the first to truly reveal how the heart of
God toward humanity translates into a plan that God has for humanity. AN R _FHREHRH
DAY, RE—ER LEFHABNOEALEFTAABRENETEIELE,

The Missio Dei The mission of God. _HHE

Some people are surprised to discover that the Bible isn’ t just a random collection of historical

vignettes. BEANBIHBRDICNMEERZE L/ MEERFEKRES

There is a larger narrative being revealed through the various stories of the Bible. There is a

narrative arc that runs through the entirety of the Bible. ERHNEENEIBT 7 EANRE, REIMNE
WW{.E' géo

This week, | want to connect your story, with this narrative. The first 11 Chapters of Genesis leave
us with a question, ‘God what are you going to do with this broken mess?” ##E, HEFER
SR EEERUAB B, AR 1 |EHMAHR T —EME: L%, SR EESERER R E
?? ”

Then, chapter 12 opens with the introduction of Abram and an indication that God is answering
this question through him. &+ &L Er AR MERE, 1EZREAM E 1 EiE i IR [0 25H5E @ &,



Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’ s house to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be bless-
ed.” AIMHEC12: 1-3 MIFHL(ARE - 1ERMEHTAERR: REHERAM. Kk, KK, FERAERRR
MR, 2HWDUMREAKRE, B EEMR WRNESX; MEZEURIARBE, 3AMIEN, HLHEE
ftt; ARFUERARAY, T IUREM, M EHBHRHBERRSE, |

He wants to give him a new name. 8GR —EH ZF.
Bless / Blessing fif@/fif@ He s tells Abram he’ s going to be blessed. #&FinABMtISHGE

But the reason he’ s going to be blessed is so that HE can be a blessing. “I” m gong to bless
you, and then through you, ' m going to bless ALL THE FAMILIES of the EARTH.” Through this
ONE person, I’ m going to impact the lives of ALL people. B2t ZFTIUEEIHNE ERAMATUKE
iR, “"HKEGEMR ARBEBR REMGHEFLNAERE. W B8E—EA, EiISTERE ANED,

What is God' s idea of “Blessing” ? LE&# “Wi@ HEEZHE?

If God has a plan to bless humanity, | think it might be important for us to know what he calls
‘blessing’ , and, then | think we should probably look at how he accomplishes that. 1% FHH—
BEEtEIREALE, HRA/TRMAAEN TR HERFKRAIEREE, A% RIAABRMAEXMRMUNMAE

RiE—BiF.

We need to see where this story started in order to see where it s REALLY going. EIEEEE
EERENRER, UEEETHRENZEREGM,

Genesis 1:26-31 - 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in
his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God
blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on
the ground.” EIttEC1:26-31 - 26%5R: HMAEZERZTHANEER. BREBRFAVEEAN, EHRAEERSE
EMAE. ZHRNE. i ERESR, Met, it EFREN—YIB2. | 27HMEBEECNEGREAN, NHRRE
MR RIERER, 28MigmEiaif, XEMFMR: 'E4AERZ, Ewitt@E, REEH HESEESEN
. ZRNE, Mt ERERTEREY. |

Two things you need to catch here. EEBEHEEETIEMHESE

First is that we are made in the image of God. BE4.RHMERE BN REN
The Imago Dei T XHH, The Imago Dei

We are made in the image of God. EMIELE LHHFERERN

The second thing £ _#%=

He creates them in His image and THEN He BLESSED them. #ii%BEH W REE T M, AEHR
&7 i

And that blessing was manifested in several ways. fif@ U ZE AR LR
It was relationship with God. B2 _FHRIE%
It was relationship with each other. 2ILHIRER



It was relationship with the creation itself. ERHALEE A B ER

The ancient Hebrews had a word to describe a world where everything is as it' s supposed to
be, and that word is SHALOM: Peace, Wholeness. &AL ANB—EFRARKER—EHR, IBEN—
VIHEENERTF, MEMFAMRESHALOM: MY, TE

And it" s everything we are seeing in Genesis chapter one. ERMERMEAIEICE—ZFEIIN—1]

The picture being painted in Genesis 1 is astoundingly different from the way things are. 7EEIHEC
1 =R AV ER IR S AU S A Lt [E)

It doesn’ t take a rocket scientist to conclude that we live in a broken world. FEZE A &FRIE R I

MR HEERER: RAERE—(EREAH SRS

Genesis 3:1 - Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the gar-
den” 7?7 AIHE3: 1 - 1ERFIZEMETEN, HEARLBET—VRNEYERE. IWHZANR: HMESEESRAFT
RPZE R FrEH _ ERNRFIE?

And what happens next is the great deception. ETRBANEIEEEREER
Humanity chooses to not trust God. ASEEEREE LT

And there are consequences of those actions. EETHEHERER,

Genesis 3:8-13 - 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the gar-
den. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, ‘| heard you in
the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid.” g5 3: 8-10- 8K T RE, ERF0E
HERTPITE. BANMZFREFNES, BEEZENEARY, FOEMNEMNE, QRRMEFEMITIEARA,
HhsR: HMREME? , 10fttsR: "HERPRRIMMNES, BHEH, BARKSEE HERT. .

The man and the woman “Hide from God” S A& A “§Ft L35
The relationship has been severed. EAfREVIET Shalom has been broken. “ERFfIZENEE" BHAIEEE

Genesis 3:23 - 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground
from which he had been taken. EIttEC 3: 23 - 23EMEMEI RMHFEEEE, HEMAEHZ T

‘the blessing has been removed’ . ‘“#tEE#HMIER
The blessing of being in relationship with God, & _ % 237 BRI E
The blessing of relating to one another the way you did, #fEFILEERA

The blessing of living in this world the way you were intended, Has.  Been.  Lost. #ZBR&H
REAEEEEMATHGE BRERET

If the story starts in Genesis 3, with the fall of man, and that’ s the center of your attention,
well, then the rest of the Bible, and Jesus, and the church---it’ s all about the elimination of Sin.
It s about sin management. MIRWEHRREIEELE=%, NMREFHENHOEEE ANENEZMERNRE
R, BT, ERNOHERED, HESIART - E2WERNERIER. SHERERFEENERE

BUT. If you start the story in chapter 1 (And that' s where it starts), then rest of the Bible, and
/MA-A— =

Jesus, and the church---it’ s all about the restoration of Shalom. B2, (IREKRE—ZFHRE (2
WENRR) |, ANEEREHERERD, TEERERLIRHEE - 2N KE BRI EE 8,



We are participating with God in the renewal of all things. Ff¥E FRIEHEE

What this means is that when we get to Genesis 12, we see God, through Abraham, RETURN-
ING the BLESSING. EEREERMEARMEE+ 25K, RMABBEBRIZERRT L, ORI THRE.

He' s restoring SHALOM:--.through Abraham. fiE7E@i@aE{Hh 2 k{8 ERFIEE L3

Abraham isn’ t just the delivery system, but he also models the methodology. SRR ERNMERE
KR, BT —{EERE,

What we see in Abraham isn’ t simply God' s desire, or God' s delivery system, but we see
what it looks like in the life of an individual. He’ s the model of HOW it happens. AR EE
HNNMEERHN LR MIEXERT, MERMAER T EARBLETNET. tHEUAIRAEREE

Which brings us to our 3rd “B” among the 4 b’ s. EFEHRMEAT4 BRWE3E “B”
“‘Be” “FRE”
The 4 b" s help clarify what it is we are called to do as a church.

And we' ve seen that creating environments where people can BEHOLD Jesus; and creating
opportunities for people to BELONG in gospel community; but now | want to talk about this idea
of BE, or being. 4 BRYEBIEEA T HRFUEALRGFEMINER, RMASKER, SEAMIL “EHE

(BEHOLD) HR#fIRIESE; &iEAFIIL “WE" (BELONG) RE#ENHE,; REREBHXHK E’
(BE) B9%

In Genesis 17, it mentioned God changed the names of Abram and Sarai. 7EEIHEESE17&+, £
B D ARMEERN AT

Genesis 17:1-7 - When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then | will make my covenant be-
tween me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell facedown, and God said
to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for | have made you a father of many
nations. 6 | will make you very fruitful; | will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 |
will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants
after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after

you. BIHHEE17:1-7 - 1SR @HEFEN+AmRIK xR, ERMZERAMAR, #MER: 'HRESENEH, REERE
EsEE A, 2WBERIAY, EIRNEREREES, | SmAMMAE; MXEMR: 4 "HEIRILK: {REMF

ZEIFIR, SREMLLIR, RIVBAHEIEAE, ZUDENF, HAREILMRESEIR, 6FHAEIRIREER
HE%, BERMRMLZ, BIRFmb, 78RZRRIEREHARNRERIIZNN, FAOE1, 2E/FRMN
fRIR BRI,

Genesis 17:15-16 - 15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to
call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 | will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. | will
bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

BIEEC17:15-16 - 156 NEmANFER: HRHOZEFHEEAAIEUREEK, iR ZWEAL 16305 EG
i, WEEREMS—ER T, ZEBEGLY, wUEFZECE; DERENE ZEtmL.

We have Abram and Sarai. Za{ABEFI#EGE

Abram means “Exalted Father” DHABNERRE "BEENXE’

Sarai menas, “My Princess” HEMERZ, “BHNAE

these new names are a revelation of how God sees humanity. BLEFHEZF/R 7 EHNAEFALE

lts a revelation of how God sees YOU, right now. ;&8 T IR SEIRAVER Y,



Genesis 17:5-6 - 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for | have
made you a father of many nations. 6 | will make you very fruitful; | will make nations of you, and
kings will come from you. EIHEE17: 5-6 - bk, LA BIEERE, EMRERZE, FAKRE
SREZEINR., 6FMEMNEEBEES, BIERIRMIZ, BERIRME,.

EEIRER
You HAVE BEEN MADE to be something. EEmRA—ESH
AND, I' m going to MAKE you into that something. It H, HiSHTEAE—SFM,
There' s this “l have made” - Present Tense part. E##H “B#7T" -BER.
And then there’ s this “l will make” - Future Tense part. R%&BEERE “FKEM -KER.

Notice there’ s a dynamic created. ;¥E3E

And as a result there are movement dynamics being created. f&R2aEH T —EHHRE,

If the story starts in Genesis 1 then it' s about so much more. It' s about the restoration of
Shalom. MNRWELREIEE ], BETENERENLERLEL,. SEREBMEDENKE,

That means that right now God sees you for who you are. EEKEHEIREH

He sees a Genesis 1 version of you, walking in the cool of the Garden, at peace with God, with
yourself, with others. tEZIfRIVAITIC AR, FEEERRES, L, EHEd, Dt AMEER,

Sometimes people say, “Well, if God loves me and accepts me as | am; if Jesus’ forgiveness
covers me, then what is there left to do?”

I" m forgiven. End of story. BFEAFIER: “HFIE MR LEHFERLIEIHORE, NREBHKHOERRE
B BRERTEERM? T BERFT BERER T o

It s just about the elimination of sin and forgiveness. {BiE R 2 HREEBIFERN,

If the story starts in Genesis 1 then it' s about so much more. It' s about the restoration of
Shalom. And if it' s about that, it s about so much more. He sees a Genesis 1 version of you,
walking in the cool of the Garden, at peace with God, with yourself, with others @R #KZEHBAEIHEE
1, BEENEEREALERI. EEKRZEHEIIREH. SRARIEEMEDENKE. MEIIREIES AR,
EEERRES, HE LR, HEECS, Bt AMEER,

But he ALSO sees a Genesis 3 version of you, who is walking in brokenness. Notice this with
Abraham: He sees him as the father of many nations (B2t ER TIRM (BIHAE3) MRA, ETERRE
FiTE. ERE—H: MEEERERA/FZERNER

God sets his sights on the person Abram will become::-Abraham. 5B E Y& E T i {AREER AN
A """ EE’TEEIZ:DE‘O

And God is committed to seeing him get there. EFHEAREBhthEEFRE

Abraham is going to learn to BE, who he was created to BE. TE{RIIZEiGEEE A MhikaER R
Abram and Sarai are becoming Abraham and Sarah. ZE{HEEFIEEE E B A 58 A h1 2 AL

And the same is true for us. Rt

God created you and | to BE someone. E#FAlIE TIRFMFERAFE—EA

You are the Imago Dei. f&:&lmago Dei

But the Imago Dei needs to be remade in us by the Spirit so that may BE who God made us to
BEERE, EZEZFEAXRMEMEERImago Dei, MUEMA EHEBRMERAHIA.

How do you become the person you were created to BE? Ak A EEEHRMERARA



There are typically two answers for answering that question, or two ways of creating a pathway
toward transformation. BEEMEEETULEERMRE HEAMEAEILEIEELEE,

One is the answer or pathway of culture. —fE=RX{tMBERIERE,
The other is the answer or pathway of religion. Z—EERFNBSERRE,

Culture says that if you want to be all that you can be, you need freedom. X{tiR, NREERE
—ExeMEC, WEEEH.

If you don’ t feel like you' re being who you were created to be, you just need another layer
of freedom. WREFREBFGEHCSEREEHKNA, BECIFEEZL—EEH,

We fight to protect, and even expand our OWN individual freedoms. BfIAREEEZEABRECH
&L B
That' s what we see happening right now.
And The intensity of the fight is reflection on just how much we believe that Unchecked personal
freedom is the answer. FIFNEZIEERRTEMAELZHEE "FTZREVEAEBR EHA—ETENES
&R

But historically, there’ s been another option, and that' s the option presented by Religion.
Religion is rooted in Moralism or Legalism. ER#EE LF, EEZEREE ENERBASINRHAE
¥, REERNERZCER,

The religious answer is to say that if you don’ t feel like you' re being who you were created
to be, it s probably something you did. TREATHEIERZR, WRELESECSERKAEHENIA,
FIREREIRECRIET,

You' re restricted because you' re badX%H S RERETMZEIRH
You messed up. fRigAET

And you’ ve got consequence because of it. FEtt, TEEHRR
And the answer is to STOP IT. ZXZE=1t

Just quit being bad. FIBETET

But there is a third and distinct option. {E2&H8H=1E%E

i)

The Gospel B85

“The world says you are good. Religion says you are bad. But the gospel says you are loved.
And that makes all the difference in the world.”  “HRRIREBIF. RERIRAT, BRBERITER,
R ARSI

And it makes a difference because in the Gospel, love, acceptance, and forgiveness become
the operational tools for transforming ZFIUXE TR, ERATEGESHF. B, EWNELAKRAELN
BEIR

So rather than simply condoning brokenness and leaving us to fend for ourselves the way cul-
ture does; Ay, FEEHEBEMTERWE, RRSUCHEERMAMSECELEER

And rather than beating us up like religion does with how bad we are; B R 2R REBFR S A,
RUEREFIE LIE,

The Gospel takes us back to a place where we see a God who loves us and created us to live a



particular way in the world. To BE who he created us to BE. @& & M&EE—E S, EIRERME
2T —IEZHRMALAEHMELISHRA XA TEHF LR L., BAMENE THMANA.

And what motivates us is his love, acceptance, and forgiveness. EIHR MW SMHNE, EZTNEL
| receive his forgiveness and THAT provides freedom. HEZIMMWERN, MIIEHT BHE

| experience his acceptance and that produces trust. FEE T RVIEWN, EL TEE

| encounter his love, and, now | want to love him back. 82| THWE, |BE, FEEM

And WHEN WE DO THAT, we take another step down the road of becoming who we were cre-
ated to be. BEHMELME, HANHERABCHBEEELET —F

Behold: God breaks into reality; revealing his loving and trustworthy nature. We create'- F
R EREATRE, BRENEOINESEENARME. ARG -

Belong: God invites us into Gospel community, a new humanity initiated by Jesus. We pro-
vide:- E: LEBHBRMAEARTHER, ESHIBHRBZREIHTALE, BRM -

Be: We are transformed into who we’ re made to be as we receive God' s love and share it

with others. FiE: ERMAEZHENZILREEMADER, RAGEE[HMFEELRBIA.

| want you to imagine with me what would take place if there was a group of people who---
Beholfy, Belong And then, BECOME who God created them to become. HEHZEREE—HEE,
MRBE—EEAN R FE A LTFRIEMMIERSRIA.

That s my prayer for you. BBERARITE

Benediction #i&



