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Context matters. I've heard lots of people over the past four years say that our political climate is the worst it's ever
been and “desperate times call for desperate measures.” I've heard justification for abandoning kindness or
character because the times are so perilous that we must do whatever it takes to protect ourselves and our rights -
even if that means forsaking the way of Jesus in the process.

Last week, | mentioned this: | don’t actually agree that we’re living in the worst cultural moment the world has ever
seen. We're going to talk about that in a minute, but the thing is: Even if this WERE the most difficult context in which
to be alive and trying to follow God - would that change the way we are called to walk in our world? Would that alter
our responsibility to the truth of the word of God and the way of Jesus?

I think God has something to say to us this morning, through Paul’s letter to the NT church. We look at “Bible times”
as sort of precious. We read about them in King James’ English and imagine men in robes and words on scrolls and
it can make our fast, noisy, high-tech, Al world look much more advanced, much more complicated and much more
dangerous. But when | hear this notion advanced - this idea that we have it so hard - it makes me really frustrated
because we serve a savior who was CRUCIFIED. Have you seen a crucifixion recently? Ever felt under threat of
crucifixion? ALL his disciples were tortured and imprisoned or exiled and all but one was martyred in a brutal,
treacherous way. That was their context. Paul is going to speak to us this morning through his letter, and he’s going
to talk about HOW we need to show up - in the church and in the world - and he’s going to start by telling us the
context from which he is writing:
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Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been
called by God. 2Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s
faults because of your love. 3Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves

together with peace. 4For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope
for the future. Ephesians 4:11-7_ 12122 FE &)= X %= I 20l H 2t=ELILCH
StHLIE A Oel22 282U 1 2240 Yot HE0tMAIL. 28taf BE0H
FotM AL A E 2 A= QUGHH M2l 2= U A8 20=S0I8 AL
CHOHIM StLIDE S =5 &A1) Bo 2 A2 KAUANL.40HHZ0| F28 s 2
MY BT BUR, HYE SILIALICL 0220 R4S B & 4 =

gl A 4:1-7

For Paul the context is stated right up front: As a prisoner in the Lord. He understands that the culture around him
is involved in a fierce fight for rights. Roman Empire vs. everyone under their thumb. Jews vs. Christians. The battle
is hot. Christians are being killed. They have virtually no rights. He is in prison for no legal reason. This is the
context from which he sees the work of God in his world and it's the context from which he writes to us. (Paul
would’ve had no concept of a nation like ours. None. The historical moments of Jewish autonomy are few and far
between. He’s not living in the land of the free and the home of the brave. He’s living at the whim of one of the most
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http://biblehub.com/ephesians/4-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/4-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/4-4.htm
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Nero = 54-68 AD from age 16-30
“‘Nero’s reign has gone down in history as the template of tyranny...” Guy de la
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2 From Edward Champlin there is also this: “Explain it as they may, no ancient writer denies that the common
people of Rome loved what Nero was doing.”® Needless to say, from a Christian perspective and given the

general depravity of the Roman populace, this does not actually count for much, though it offers insight into
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His history is sordid: His stepbrother publicly mocked him, so Nero’ and his mom, Agrippina had him killed. Four
years later, Nero invited his mom to dinner and had her killed.

In 62 AD, he had his wife and step sister murdered. In 64 he lit his own city on fire and when the city turned on him,
he began blaming the Christians for it. That's when the fiercest persecution began. During this time, any Roman
citizen could accuse any person of being a Christian and act as the prosecutor before a judge. If the Christian didn’t
renounce their faith, they were killed. And if they were killed, the prosecutor got to keep their property. A death
sentence had nothing to do with breaking the law - just wearing the name Christian was enough. It was a harrowing
time to be a follower of Jesus.

Paul's Missionary journeys began in 47AD and went through 57AD, he was in house arrest from 60-62 AD...finally
condemned to death by Nero, as was Peter. This is Paul’'s context. He understands what it’s like to live in the middle
of an evil and chaotic system. And from his place on the timeline, he tells us: God is worthy of our worship and our
obedience in EVERY context in which we find ourselves and, in fact, he doesn’t even mention anything ABOUT Nero

or the political corruption or persecution of the day. If that were me, it’s all I'd be talking about! “Do you believe how

unfair this is?” But when Paul does mention the civil authorities, this is what he says: 19| 9 A=
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| urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for

kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 1
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That'’s his instruction. Pray for everyone in authority - SO THAT we can live peaceful and quiet lives. This idea of
peaceful, quiet lives is an echo of the text we're in today.
Paul says “walk worthy of the calling” on your life. Then he gives a small list of what that looks like and those ways

are not at all combative - at least not with us and other people: 1401 22 XIEYLICH 2= #HY U=
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Humility : 3=
Gentleness : =%
Patience : 2! LH
Unity : S &



Complete humility and Gentleness: |'ve thought a lot about this line this week. Complete humility. Why does Paul
add that word ‘complete’? Isn’t humility something you have or you don’t? You are or you aren’t? And here’s what it
means to me: | may be walking in humility in certain areas and in pride and judgement in others. | may feel very
humble about my own abilities and gifts while being very arrogant and judgemental about someone else’s failures or
opinions. Paul doesn’t say change your opinions, he says: Walk in complete humility and complete gentleness.
Always gentle. Kind. Compassionate.

Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. | love this
instruction even though | don’t love being patient. Paul is asking us to build the kind of community where we don’t
give up on people who hurt us or disagree with us. We don’t walk away in exasperation - we stay patient. When |
fight, | am impatient to get to a resolution and sometimes disagreements aren’t settled in a minute. USUALLY
disagreements aren’t settled in a minute. Patience makes room for curiosity. “Why do you feel the way you feel?
How did you come to these conclusions?” These kinds of questions are present in discussions that take time. (Right
after we got married, Cliff and | were having a disagreement in the car on the way home from dinner. | felt myself
shutting down and | just wanted to be done with the conversation and stop talking and when we got to our driveway,
he didn’t turn in. He just kept driving and said, “We’re going to keep driving until you fight with me.” He didn’t WANT a
fight, but he wanted unity and in fact, knows that without unity, we’re pretty much sunk. So we drove and talked and
drove and talked and landed - not on the SAME page- but on a new page altogether. A page we didn’t know existed
before we had that conversation. Before tha conversation there was my way and his way...after it there was our way
and there was also the understanding that my husband cared about our relationship too much to let us bury disunity
in the periphery. He understood that it doesn’t stay buried and that we had to patiently and kindly and humbly work

through it to unity. ) Our rules for disagreements are 1) Be kind 2) Be curious 3) Don’t interrupt. These, | believe, are

all wrapped up in Paul’s instruction to handle one another with patience. Mt A& 257 018 =0
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Unity through the bond of peace.

Unity = 1775 hendtés (from heis, "one") — oneness (unity), especially the God-produced unity (oneness) between
believers — i.e. the harmony from sharing likeness of nature with the Lord (used only in Eph 4:3,13).

Unity doesn’t actually come from sharing all opinions in common. (Do you think we’ll have differing opinions in
heaven? | hope so. My friend Steve cannot imagine a heaven where you aren’t able to watch 27 uninterrupted hours
of Lord of the Rings and | can’t imagine a heaven where I'm forced to watch Lord of the Rings.) Our differences make
us unique. Revelation describes a heaven of every ‘tribe, nation and tongue”. | don’t believe w’ere going to be
homogenized in heaven into amorphous blobs who think and talk and act like robots. But | think heaven will be
heaven because we'll understand how beautiful our differences are, how little significance there is in ‘being right”,
and how truly incredible it is to live in unity.

These words are gentle, but don’t be fooled - they’re also fierce. These are the words to which we are called. This is
what we're called to fight for in the Body of Christ. Unity through the bond of peace. We are called to do the WORK
of unity and that’s a tough one because we often see unity as something we join up with. I’'m going to find a church
where | agree with the worship and the teaching and the way people interact with one another in community.
Sometimes we choose a church like we choose a dinner off a menu or the political party by their platform. And that's
not bad - but it also won'’t last. We will always run into a hitch. A glitch. A difference of opinion that makes us angsty
or angry or even furious. We will make stupid mistakes and hurt each other with our words or decisions or attitudes.
The unity we start with, will not naturally maintain itself...sometimes, we’'ll have to roll up our sleeves and do the work
of unity. We are called to CREATE unity. To work for it. To fight for it. To die to ourselves in order to see it come to
life before our eyes. Unity is the good fight because of this:

Bato| = otLt ©ICh.

otLtE =&t 1775 henétés (heis, "otLI"0IA =) — A10] 2HS O =41 MXHS
AOIS] &XI, = F=EU2 285 RAIdUHA 2= =3 (Oiti2A 4

ArEE).

x



HEEX 2

M2 2ok

IS)

|72 AE|E = 27A12F uninterrupted

—

S BRol= AUlA 2= X0l Ot LICH (E=0M 2/ A0l THE A
X

A =& BFELICEH A

of 2
=5

-l

| —

—

Le? X
Hes s+l

2F
=

=

110

3

n0

ol
0i0

1

UNR N

&= & LICL) 228 XH0IB0| 222 SSotH 2HsLILL QEHHAS

o]

U

J, M

10

~

53
<+
ol
<0
<0
ol
M
)

U

0l

datg

e}
-

)

(@]

=0l

—

—

LICH <2l

s

=

S

It A= B2 EA

SO eI 2R
et @=2 <22 XH0IE 0l 0t OtSLHEX,

el

o @=

o1 &

XIE Ololio

OH

OLE =ct

(eZ]
=

=0

U
10
60

ol

LICt.

Xl Ot

=z
y

oF

Xl
JLICH Ol X0l 220t delAE2 S0 A MRAOEE SHILICH

4

Bl
]

ol
300
oll

tol =2

=)

o

v
[==}

)
)

ol s<

A
Al

FALE
OtLIXI

o
ZJLICH 2

g

_I

B

TEHUMNS 4EXE

Oil 5= Ol A X
Ol X0l Lt

00
J

[m]
[ul}

HH O] ©
= AT

OlLt 2/ A X0l=2

b

b2 Qe A

==
=

T IH &2

A0 R X EX ZsLICh..,

ioll

A

For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future.
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God from a million different social and political contexts. We are called to be ONE body in the midst of a thousand
political event America has ever faced (one vice president killed the former Secretary of the treasury in a duel over a

different worldviews. HE is the hope to which we are called.
Here in America, in the year 2024, we are faced with a crisis of contention. | don’t think this is the most contentious

ONE body and one Spirit and we are called to ONE glorious hope. One. One. One. WE are called to serve ONE
The work of this makes us better. It makes us more like Jesus and it builds trust and strength into our community.



disagreement), but it is the most contentious election I'VE ever witnessed. And for the past few years, this contention
has taken root in the heart of the church. Evangelical churches used to enjoy greater unity on presidential candidates
and on the direction for our country. Those days seem like a dust in the rearview mirror. Now it feels like we're all

mad all the time. So how do we face the next four months and the next four years and the next four decades as those

who have strong opinions, yet desire to walk worthy of the call of God on our lives? 2 otLIS| =1t otLiel & & ’
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Humility
Gentleness
Patience
Unity

Paul makes no exceptions in his list “except for in really, really nasty election years.” He
makes no room for us to indulge in the clamor of our context and claim that it exempts
us from the good fight of unity. Bt22 12| =S 0l HH WA= FX ESLICH“EL,
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Humility
Gentleness
Patience
Unity



As ONE body we fix our eyes on Jesus, our ONE hope for the future. He is our one hope. And that's the page on
which we will land together in 2024 and beyond.OtLI 2| S 2L 2 A R2l= =Y, 2212 otLt2l O] cH
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RESPONSE ¢

Keep a close watch on your own heart.
-Where or in whom have a placed my trust?

Keep short accounts. (Let go of offense quickly)

Keep showing up.

How would we serve Jesus and walk out our faith if we were scooped up and deposited in North Korea? We live it
out the same way here. We live committed to the ONE body, ONE Spirit and ONE hope for the future. Our hope is
not invested in a specific outcome...our hope is always and only in Jesus.

XAl OtS S =2 2 24U A2,
LHJHOICION, S 2 =700 A2 E F
W2 HIME SANSHYAIL. (HEH SHZS HA=2E AIL)
Hi=5oH A LEEHLEA Al 2.
grof 22|JF Setoll =4 IJHA BRI
AMENR? fcle I 22 2422 & JAYLILL
g4, Jdcld ottt Dich sl 20l & &lotd 2 0tZLICH <2l2 sl =2 SE et 2 3
= 2

AHE X &S LICH.. 222 3|2

n
[w
|'D
Q@
02
=
=
1>
oc
0
10 ox



