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e Offering ZE/&k
e Announcements EiEEIE

e Veterans Day B{hE A&

e Several weeks ago we began a series Iooking one of the more complicated books in the
Bible. #:8a1, HMBHE—RINBE, HEERIRABHMNEEZ—.
* The book of Ecclesiastes. {#&Z

e |t is a strange book because it presents a strange brand of wisdom. EAZEFERAER XK

—ETENEZE

¢ We discovered, right away, that this book isn’t a book of wisdom like any other book of
wisdom, but that THIS book presents a wisdom that is BEYOND conventional wisdom.
HEEMBREAETGEME A —AETEEN K, EREAERET —EFBUERY
ENEE.

¢ And so far, this journey has been a FASCINATING journey into us learning how to be
present and see the world for what it is, and to know God, for who he is. | B #i4
I SEBRRE-—ER—RITWHRE, ERMBTNFEIEFE, MASGFHAE, THRLT

=

* Now, one of the great discoveries of the book of Ecclesiastes, is this discovery that the
Bible is something we encounter; BRI EEEMNERERZz— HERHEELEZHME
EIR R .

¢ the Bible is something we experience; E#R 2 HMIEER
e the Bible is, as the apostles would says, living, and active, and breathing. IE #0{E
1EFRER, B EERY, JEIER, FFIRRY.

e Itis ALIVE. #27EH.



¢ Which means that when we encounter a book like Ecclesiastes, we interact with like we
would with anyone for any THING, that is, ALIVE. St E%ESEHMEIEEEH, HM
SHREE A ARE B FENER") ETEE.
e There’s a conversation that’s happening. #h{& 2 4 — REXEE.

¢ And when we enter that conversation, and that ‘aliveness’ if you will,

ERMEANEEEE, MRIFEE I TEH”

e It changes us. ©E &M
et moves us. EREEIFEAM
e It opens our eyes. EEHM KRR

¢ So, today, as we continue, | want to take a look at where we’ve come from and unearth a few
more gems from the chapters we’ve covered so far, and then move a bit further into the
book. FTLLEG X, HEHEMEEBREP REFFRMEMER, LRHKMZS A ILFTETREY
BEEPIZEREHESHBRE, ARBREAELRE.

e |f you’ve been from the beginning of this series, maybe you’ve noticed, that there’s a
pattern or rhythm to the book of Ecclesiastes, and | want to talk about the purpose, or the
meaning of that pattern for a moment. IR REEFEMRABE, LI EREEBER
—EEXYEH R, HERNEERKMENHEER.

® The First couple of chapters are basically summed up with, “It’s all vapor, there isn’t
substance to any of the stuff we think has substance; it’s all temporary, and trying to
squeeze meaning out of it is like trying to chase wind. Bl ZEE R IE AT I RA,
BMRAEEEMNRARAFEE, S VNI ERM, KBRPERERANGHEE.

e That’s an interesting phrase: ;& X £ % A ilk:

Chasing after the wind. /&

e Picture that. 28{&—T
e You’re just running and grasping and trying to catch...WIND. {RiEZEE ME, HE
.. &

e Pretty solid picture of futility, right? JE&E4E45 RIS E, $15?
* Nothing gained. {+EEt;Z1FZ.

N =

¢ That’s the first two chapters. EZHIME
® Then verse 24 of chapter 2. A& R H ZFE 244

e There’s a gear shift. And it’s a significant one. A%&EF — @&, FEFEE.

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25

24 A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own
toil. This too, | see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who can eat or find
enjoyment?

24 A\EEMzrG, BAESHRDPER,HEEHLRENRMIITF. 25 REZH,Z18, MR LE?



* So, it’s like, ATLLFEE
e Meaningless, meaningless. EZ, EZ%
e Chasing after the wind. f#/&
* Nothing is gained. MFZEZE

¢ But, then we have this: You can eat and drink, and enjoy life as a gift from God. 1B 2, {M:=
FEE: RAILAZlg, =24, ER LFHHES.

e That’s the end of chapter 2. E2E _EHNHEE.
e But then, it flips back in Chapter 3 and here’s a good summary of chapter 3... 1B2,E X B Z
TE=E, ERHE=E1N—ERIITFHIEL..

Ecclesiastes 3:19 {HE£3:19

Surely the fate of human beings is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them
both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; humans have no
advantage over animals. Everything is meaningless.

X At AN BB, B B G, T E BN R — KOS RS, BEHLEAE,RBEBE2—HK.A
TRESRFLER,ER 2 E 2.

* Now we’re fully back into despair mode. IR7E 358 &R [E] 48 AR RE.
e And that despair continues in chapter 4: IRIEBEE FEMNEFEE:

Ecclesiastes 4:1 HEZ 4:1

Again | looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun:
| saw the tears of the oppressed—

and they have no comforter;

BXERZ, RAACTHRTH—UIEKE: M, RREBHRE BEARE.

e And if you haven’t had enough despair yet, on to chapter 5: IR {RZETEEE, BEEFFER
=:

Ecclesiastes 5:10 {#1E= 5:10

Whoever loves money never has enough;

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.
This too is meaningless.

BERFN,TRAGFRFIE;

EEEEN,MTASFNEMZ.

* There’s never enough money for those who love money. & 8 A 2K:R, 82K =T,
* But THEN, in chapter 5 verse 19, we get this: B2, FE 1947, 1 2

Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 {#EZ 5:18-19

18 Behold, what | have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment
in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given
him, for this is his lot. 19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions



and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of
God.

18 EFMERAZSAENNEATHBM— £ B FZIE,ZZHXZ THFREROTE,RAER
fth#15. 19 B N EM 2 E, FE e LIz el BE 27, Bt S kb EL,ET 2R .

* So life can be good, and enjoyed. FTLA4EERRI LR EF, hal IEBES.

e He lets us up for air, and then, we shift back into Eyore mode. fthiZ MmO &, K%, EMXE
El|“Eyore”3& B Ik & Uz B /N R ERHE .

oo o R - =

e Chapter 6. EE/NE

Ecclesiastes 6:3 HEZ 6:3

3 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years
are many, but his soul is not satisfied with life’s good things, and he also has no burial, |
say that a stillborn child is better off than he.

3 ABEE—BHERF,EHFZHEHEUBIMMNERREZ, DEATFRBREZRE X FEEBHR,
AR S B HA 0 5% B AA HL At 43I 57

e Then it goes on. #&i&
e Chapter 7 £t &

Ecclesiastes 7:29 {#&Z 7:29
29 See, this alone | found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many
schemes.

29 AR EIMRE— RN EANRREE,BthfSHHFZINE.
e Then chapter 8 E/\E

Ecclesiastes 8:14 {#EZ 8:14

14 There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to whom it
happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it
happens according to the deeds of the righteous. | said that this also is vanity.

141 FE—HEZHE,NEEAFTEEN,RBEARMITI;XEEAMEEN,RBEAFRT
M.ER,EHLIEZE.

 But THEN, the next verse he says this: 1B2,5%#%, T —&,fth:R:

Ecclesiastes 8:15 {##Z 8:15

15 And | commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and
be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given
him under the sun.

15 MEHEIRE, FRAEBL 2T, ZRMIZIGRERNAMER LT, MBM—EMFR,ENRE
Sk h R AT IS .

e Then chapter 9, more doom and gloom. ARE&FENE, ELHCENZE.

Ecclesiastes 9:3
This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also,



the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they
live, and after that they go to the dead.

HEE 9:3

AHEZTHRTHN—UEL F—HRE. BREKAMEEBHN, R . AEHANL, BHET
T OEENMMROERE., ERHMATEABEET,

* And guess what happens next? EFEHEERAEHE?

Ecclesiastes 9:7

7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already
approved what you do.

HEE 9:7

MMRIEERRESZMRNIER . OPREEMFOE . BN HELBRARNEN.

* So, there’s the first 9 chapters summarized. FTLLERE R RIE A EEE,

* Meaningless. EZ=,
* Meaningless. EZ=,
e Have a little joy. —BhiR%E,
* Have a little purpose. H—21B1E,
* Meaningless. EZ=,
* Meaningless. EZ=,
e Eat a little food. Zz—BiEY,
e Drink a little wine. P&—25&,
* Meaningless. EZ=,
* Meaningless. EZ=,
e Don’t worry. REIEI,
* Be Happy. ZEiR%g,

* So there’s this pattern in the book. EFZEAREZHIER,
¢ And there’s a question, that eventually emerges, if you’re trying to stay sane:

MRMMERFEENEE AF—EABE SKREEHEK:

Which is it? 52 {E ?

* Is it doom and gloom, Eyore listing to Bob Dylan ? Z;8#&@8% , #F&v\EElZEEBob Dylani
=F 3
* Or, R,

e Is it, Tigger, listing to Bob Marley ? 1% Bk fE #EBob Marley )& 4 2

¢ |s the writer saying to us that life is meaningless, and it’s all despair, and you’re going to die
likeadog? FEBRHESHREM £HE2EE, TMBE , REGM—KEE, BB ?

*ORER,

¢ |s the writer saying you can eat and drink and enjoy your life - and everything is going to be
fine? EERHER. RBEEIZIZIEE FZANE, —UEEIFER?



e WHICH is it? REZW—1& »

* Now, | hope at this point in this series, that when | put in front of you “Is it door number 1 or
door number 2?7, | hope a bunch of you say...Hmmmm. | take door number 5 please,
Peter. Ii7E, ZEALAERMEBRIELETI T EEMEE, EXMIR REEEE—EM
BEE_AMMEE BFLMRMAEPEFOAGR...B  REERAEAM.

¢ You already know, you’ve already had enough experience with Ecclesiastes, that you’re
saying, “The answer is probably some sort of YES. And the Answer is some sort of NO, at
the same time”fRIEZILE T, R MERBE TEEAMNEESZ 2R, MEHR, “ZRAT6
2% BERFHITRETE .

* |Is there perhaps another way to understand this? H;%%& alaeH Hithaoi LR IEAE 2

¢ | want to get into what | believe the writer is illuminating with this pattern.

HRBREHBEFERERERE —EEX,

* So here’s a question: E#2F —ERIRE:

¢ How many of us have had enough life experience to realize that we can’t control the

outcomes? ZMETEHZLVAERLERHANAEBRBERZEAIBZMEEIIEFER?

e Like when you charge into something; anything. tban, HMEFTE—LE, F[E,
* And you prep and plan, and you strategize. I f¥EMR, #ETEl, EHEE,

e There’s a chance it all goes up in smoke. {B 2 B RIREFF A I —UI&RE %,
e There’s a chance it all falls apart. % Bl REFr A FI— U1 ERER %,
e There’s a chance nothing goes the way we expected it to. HRJEERBHER

BRERMEROER.

¢ This is why, when I’m about to do something...speak somewhere, climb some mountain,
take some trip, and someone asks if I’m_nervous, my answer is almost always, YES. & 2 &
TEE, EFEMMMAE, LR IMEERE, TCIL, ki, EANAMBEREERR BHNEEER

“;EEE"J”O

* Because I've experienced enough of life to realize that no matter what you plan, or how you
scheme, you can’t control the outcomes. A& EEEET BRAMNIER , BRERREERT
2|, EREE MBEEEHER,

* And yet we still fall into this trap of thinking it’s predictable. 182 3 /12 15 & & A BRFE 3 M9 =%
BaUTERAIEM 2 $,
* We still find ourselves believing we are in control. ZMEEREHER MBS ATLIEE,

¢ In the modern world, we have been guaranteed and told that certain things are within our



control, and those guarantees are no good. R E, ZKMERBHRE, HEME L
ERHEEMMEZEZTN, EEREHLETT,

* The teacher in Ecclesiastes, he’s trying to get us to see this. ZEEEEZE, HEEEEHREEZEHK
MEEFE.
e He’s trying to open our eyes to this. fth7E A B K MAVERREE RIS L,

¢ There’s all this stuff, and all this planning, and you think you’re in control, until the moment
you realize, YOU'RE NOT. M2 H:EHMEHE, RZRA, REHE, MEREREMELELZ
iy, BEEIABERZ, REHD LR IER,

e The outcome, the result, it’s not up to you. &8, i FEGRM{R,

e Control is an illusion. E#E R 248

e But CERTAINTY is NOT. {E2HEEF &M,

e Let me show you something. EHFIREFEL,

Ecclesiastes 9:4

Anyone who is among the living has hope—even a live dog is better off than a dead lion!

HEE 94

5E—4IEANBEN, BALEEE . RAEENR, LIET I FEE,

e Let’s start with this: B3 M1 EERA

¢ The word hope found here - ‘anyone among the living has hope’ - this word hope is a
fascinating one, and here’s why. “}§ " EEFRHREER - 5—ULEAMBEN. BA
REERE - “iBE E@AXER, BA

e |t occurs almost never in the Hebrew OT. EEE#EL T REHIR,
e |t’s all over the NT. EEHHNESEATR,
e It's ALMOST NEVER used in the OT. E&F:2 H K AEEHNE,

* And the word it’s based on: E{EEZEILE:

Bit-ta-hon

* And this word shows up a grand total of 3 times in the whole OT. EEGREERAELNER LR

IET:{Z;\nd two of them are in the same story in the same place. £ @R HRER—EHRE
R —Eth A,

e SO REALLY, only two times. FfLl, EER, RHIBRTHRX,

e And this is one of them. E2HE P —X,



¢ And the other place it shows up, it's not translated as HOPE, it’s translated as CERTAINTY.

EHBEMR—EhYT, FEMEFAIEL, MEFFRETE.

Bit-ta-hon = Certainty #E

* Now why is this important? I AHEEE ?

¢ Because in OUR language, the way that WE use the word HOPE is radically different than
the way THEY used the word HOPE. EAEEMMESE, EMANRE” EEFARSTEMN
i 9 R — 1% 89

* Hope is not certainty in our language. “I52” EHMMEEE, FTEEEMNER,

¢ Hope is about something in the future that we want to have happen, but we aren’t certain
it’s going to happen, but we’d be really happy if it did. “{§2” R EMHLAERKRBEMN—
L BERMIEEECERLE TEMRBAETHE BMEFEESE,

e So, for us, Hope is like a WISH. FTLA, #REMKR, “BER'FE&I “HE".

e | hope...it’s Sunny tomorrow. EFE...BHRXZ2EIFEXR.

e | hope...my team wins. HHE.. KKK SR,

* | hope...my kids get scholarships for college. HFHE... KM FREERIKEM
BER,

e There’s no guarantee. EF 2R T #,
e It May or may not happen. RIREZE 4, thATRER 4,
¢ That’s how we use hope. &8 2 HMA“IEL” EEH.

e If your spouse says to you, | have HOPE that I’ll love you in 5 years” in our culture, that’s

not good. INRIREVEBEIRER, “BALERKNLFERERMR", EHMAIXILE,

BT ZREF

e that’s not encouraging. :EF 2B HARE

* Because in our culture, hope usually reflects a lack of certainty, or a hint of doubt. & A&7
BMEEE, “HE” BERBRETHETE, H—HIER,
¢ We don’t see HOPE the same way they saw hope. B F“EE " E@FA LA 2MMEFHN
M.

¢ |In the Hebrew consciousness, or Hebrew mind, and language, HOPE, means CERTAIN
about something. ZEF AR AMERE, HEBRZ2MMMORM, HESE BERKE
EWEE,

¢ So what the writer of Ecclesiastes is saying is not that the living WISH that someday,
something good might come. FTLMEEEMEBEEERN AR EABFTLEE—XK,
EGEEER,

¢ He’s saying the living have CERTAINTY about something. #hi7# R EARETIEE — L=,

* They KNOW something. fh{f%0&—LE=E,



* They don’t WISH. iR REHE,

* And what the living know is that THEY are ALIVE. & AfIEH 2 MMEFE,
¢ And when you realize you’re alive, you realize that this moment in front of you matters. E{R
FEMREE, MAEEHI G RRMIREER.

* SO because of this, the writer says, it’s better to be “a live dog than a dead lion." & A& #&

CAEER RBENMILIE T I FER",

¢ Now...THIS, this right here, is FULL of meaning and symbolism, especially in that culture.

WE..EE XmTREMER, LEEERBRHEE,

* Dogs and Lions. ¥#1%i+,

e Let me talk about them for a moment. Z I FI2RESMEEZE T M,

e First, Lions: &%, i+
Lion Picture %iFHRIEEF

» Now, the ancient Hebrews regarded lions Much like we do. E&T X F A A B F SHRE
I MERER— 8,

e King of the jungle. M2z E.,
e Royal. EEMMEE,
* Powerful. 38X,
* Regal. EiE&.
* Respected. #HE#,

* Dogs, on the other hand, were thought of in VERY different terms than we do in our culture. 5

—FE &, ALAHFBRMEHENEMRS ULEMEETE,

e For example, this is my dog Koa. 130, i& 3% Koa,
¢ Who also goes by Bear. 2EEHER,

Dog (Koa) Picture ¥ (£ : 1 8E) BB A

* See, that right there, is an indicator of the difference. BE, &, FAXRBA T F R,
e It’s not just that we name dogs. A& 2HRMELF,
¢ It’s that we even give them nicknames. EMEZHREME/NE,

* And She has a really good life. Eth2HEBREN—4,



e This is what it looks like when | study at home. & @ HERE T/ERIHF.
¢ When I'm not home, she sleeps on the couch and makes herself comfortable.
MEFAERE, EMEHETLR LEZEB CHFFRRM,
e How do | know? H/EREANE ?
* Because | catch her. F &3 R T8,
* But if you’re a dog, in America, you have it pretty good. ZIIIR{FE—EX, HEH, FEBE
?EZ:%O

¢ And some people, they go even further. AL A, EEMSEIBEE,
e Like this guy: #RE@EA:

Dogs on Motorcycle 7 EITE LME R,

e | snapped this picture when | was in Spokane for a meeting. ;E R HEEHRIRTF—REHFE
RIE% _EIEEIR,

e Or this guy: BEE@EA:

Dog Sling & A #

¢ And if that’s not enough to have your man card taken from you, this definitely is. INRi&i=i%
FEMEEMANEBHRE, EE-—EET.

Dog Stroller and sling ¥ B 7 #
* This guy doubled down. EEAREEE T T,

* And you can almost tell by the look on his face. R Fa] LI{EE ABIRE LB H K,
e He knows. fth%03&,
eHeKNOWS. i %1 &,

* But the point is, we LOVE dogs. EEh 2, HFEE 5,
e All around the world these days. IR4G £t R 225,

¢ In the ancient world this is not how they felt about dogs. ZE &t A& 2 ERREM,

e Ancient world...scarcity...not a pet...they were competition. &t B4R E2EW--
=HF,
e And they Carried diseases... EM{EH &S,
* Dogs were like buzzards... ¥)Fi{& FKE---
e Mangy. B
« Filthy. B8k
e Despised. KB

® So, any time you read or hear a reference to dogs in the Bible, it's ALWAYS demeaning.
AT LM T RHERRE S BB B rt 5, EMERENER,



¢ It’s like calling someone pond scum. T 2HEIEE A AEE,
e A bottom feeder. —EIREHEE .,
e Atroll. —{&ELLIZ,
e Arodent. —{EFRE,

* For example, in the story of David and Goliath, Goliath says: "Am | a dog, that you come at
me with sticks?” Z0, EABEMIFFIEMHED, FAER - “HEEQE, (REAEZ—R
G

¢ | think you get the point. HZEREE TERBER,

¢ So when the writer says it’s better to be a live dog...unbelievably provocative. Ft LL & {E& iR
A —EFEMNBETFH - BTRAN,

e He’s saying, it’s better to be alive, better to be breathing, than to be respected and dead. {1 2
;M EE BRERILBEERNIEEZL,

¢ And what he’s trying to help us see is the most important distinction we can make in this

life thiXEEHKMARE—ERMEMHEKEEMEIR,

* He’s helping us make a distinction between these two things that we frequently allow to be

fused together. thEEBEMEANEMEREFE—EMRHEE,
¢ |n fact, because we merge these two things, we suffer more in this life that we

should. FE L, ANEMEEMGEREE—E, BMAELERESTLEMN
B,

e So he goes on to say... FTLLBIEE R -

Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 {#15E£9:5-6

For the living know that they will die,

but the dead know nothing; 5 FEMA, BRI, ETHIA, S8
they have no further reward, M, b BEBER, thfIMZEARLER.

and even their name is forgotten.

6 Their love, their hate 6 fthMrE ., tRIR. thFratRYR. B & H
and their jealousy have long since BT, EREXZTHRITH—UFL, thFfk
vanished; THENT.

never again will they have a part
in anything that happens under the sun.

* When you’re dead, it all goes away and is forgotten. E{R3E%, —I&BE, BET.

¢ And what he’s doing with this whole dog versus lion thing is really making a point. He’s
making a distinction, and it’s this: T EZ2AAMMFULMREBE SRS, MHEE
BAMER R, EE:



There’s a difference between things that HAPPEN in your life,
and the fact that you HAVE a life. TE{R&EdPEEMBRFIREETETRN,

e There’s a difference. ;E2FRIH,

* And WE tend to F U S E them together. M & MEEEA—H,
e We merge them. HMIEREES —,

¢ There’s a difference between the things that happen in your life, and your life, itself.

FIREMPREMBFENIRMERES BT R,

e And too often, too many times, we allow those things to be the same thing. &,

REHEFR, HMALFEMERA—KRIE,

¢ In fact this might be helpful, as it relates to our understanding of Jesus. EE Lk, &%
B EBR BRI R ERE L, SEFRE TR,

* You know, Jesus never said, “I've come to make all of your wildest dreams come true.”

REREIRER B, “HARRBMAENIERARE,”
* He actually says, “You’ll have Trouble in this life.” thZE & L}, “/RESH LEHEH,”

e BUT then, he ALSO says, “I’'ve come that you’ll have life to the full.” (B2 %, iR, “HEKkE
AEMRE—EZTEMNER,”
e Abundant life. L=E B4R,

e That brings up a question: S & E4 —ERE :

* Can you have a full life, and still have trouble? {REEEEH— BT Ed, X EEH#
ng 2

* How is it possible to have an abundant life if... EFE A GE A EZEMN EHINE
* if you don’t have enough to live on? INR{RZH EHWETFEFTE ?
« if you don’t get into the school you wanted to? IR {R;Z B HEARE LR 248 2
* If your job ISN'T as fulfilling as you’d like it to be? IR {RAITEFANIRIBGAIB K
e

¢ Well, when you understand that There’s a distinction between the THINGS that happen in
your life, and your LIFE, itself, that changes things. A} EE, EREEZIMREG D HAENEIE
MMM E A SERBOTRR, HRHET,

* Are you with me? {REAE THIE?

¢ So there’s this question we ask when we haven’t seen people for a while, and it’s totally
reflects our dysfunctional thinking. EFHMEAZRERIEABZMETERRE BHRMRERM
KEHRE,
* You see someone and they say: “How’s life?” R R EIFE AR : “REEFER? (B
EEREGEER)”



* What do you mean, “How’s life?” {+ BEE B, “EmEXK?“
e Life is LIFE. &£fFi 2%,

¢ The fact that this arrangement of dust water has breath and life in it, is the most beautiful
miracle in all the world. EFE@EKMEIBEMEREERENAEdSG, EEHA LEEY
E A,

e The fact that all of us, somehow got LIFE, is a gift. FMFAA A, B Eds, 2—@EE
o

¢ And it is meant to be appreciated regardless of all the rising, faIIing good, and bad,
sacred and sinful that we encounter. EFAEMKEXMERMAF/EHI, LK, T
B, BRMGREE, ME LR,

e Think about your life for a moment... 28— TF{REINE -
» Maybe you don’t have the body you wish you had... thEf{R;2 B —BIREREAN S
4B
e Maybe job...career aspirations.... thEF 2 T{E, BigaE.
* Maybe a set of relationships... th&F 2 AR
¢ Maybe there’s something you’re hiding...some broken thing...and you’re afraid that if
people knew... th B RBEHHEBRE -—EEOMNE--MIRX T EEALE

e ALL OF THAT...even if you're a DOG, the teacher says, despised, weak,
sinful, dark, depraved, it is better to be alive... B E L - FHE &R, B
FIREBE—ER—%, WEZIEM, ®5E, BEM, ZEH, BEN, 2R
HEIRBEEW--

¢ Than be the the most saintly...royal...rich...and be dead. LtiEENFEREER &

& EHEEAZRETHA,

e And in all of this, he’s waking us up to the moment. FiA;E—4Y), {88 & &7 L EE 3 M @ Z R
BIRDE —ZUSEBZR,

* And he’s inviting us to ditch the notion that we are defined by what happens to us. #h7E# &
EMNMFERNBEEE LHXANEE,

¢ When you hear the message of Ecclesiastes...if you hear DESPAIR, if you listen and you
think to yourself...this is horrible and depressing, then you have profoundly missed the
point of the teacher. Z{RITEIZE ... MRRITELLE , MEARITHRHBER. XE
SRAEMSAERE , BARHKERTEE %EIEE% priy:

* At the very end of chapter 9 he says this: EENEMEREEESER

Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has



already approved what you do. 8 Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your
head with oil. 9 Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless
life that God has given you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is your lot
in life and in your toilsome labor under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it
with all your might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither
working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.

£ & £ 9:7-10

Chinese Union Version (Traditional)

TMAREEZBEESZIMMUR, DHRE[EMVE, DAHAHERRMIME
Ao

BIRMKRIREBREZD, MBELERERDTH,

IAEM—EEEZMNER, IRABMEBRXRZTEEMNSE E R IREZE M
Z REEH FAABRMEMAEBRAZITHEBRNELRGEN .
10ﬂ{ﬂ?¥ﬁﬁ%1ﬁﬁﬂﬁ$%§ﬁ£ﬁi RasEMALEMNERIAILE RFE

* These are the things that can be yours. &Lt {Ra] LIBER I,

¢ If we attach radically to the gift of this life, rather than to our shadow, we can actually
experience these beautiful things. MR HME A LIS £ dn RS E, MA 2R
MEELIMEF, HMBER LR AILUEEELEERITHNEREN,

* The writer of Ecclesiastes helps us to make that distinction. & Z/M{EEEBIFEME
a7 Al

e That the circumstances of your life, are not your life. {REGFMER, HEFR2
IRESE AN,

¢ And when you get that..there is Joy, and peace, and meaning are INFUSED into things we
never saw before. EfREARE — MR . MASE, T EEMNREEMABENEY.
 Small things come to life. FF2ERA/NERIIREE,
e Simple things begin to bring joy. EiEREEHHRERMEL,
¢ Mundane moments get filled with meaning. F LB ZIFTim T B &,
e We start to see the beauty. HMBIEE RE,
e We start to see the value. FMRAE REE.
¢ We start to understand what REALLY matters, and what doesn’t. Z MBI IR R EE R
EFSEN MHERTEEMN,

* These are moments when you become AWARE. 7358 LeBHE/RHEXFHIR B 1SBER .
 And what the Bible is constantly teaching us is that: B{E—E A ZEHK MM I

The more AWARE you are, the more ALIVE you are. {REVEEHEER, REAFEMBES,

¢ |ts says, “Look around you! Be aware. Because the more aware you are, the more alive you
are!l” ERE|, “BHRMHUOEE ! AIMHER, RAMREBREHRMA GO LS, ”



e That is what the writer of Ecclesiastes is telling us today. & 2 & EZMEE TS ERIMM.
¢ And echoes the heart of Jesus for us. & th ERERER ¥ 3 a0 ABFE,

¢ So there’s this moment, where Jesus says to his ‘followers “Anyone who wishes to save his
life, will lose it.” £—EF |, BREREREMABEEMR LERBCESH, LkisEaH, 7
¢ |n other words, anyone who grasps and holds and stresses and works the plan
because they want their outcome...life joy and peace will be sucked out of them.
BMAER EARZEEFINE BEZHIEHRREHNEMBOA. . ETNEL
, FREBES MM A,

¢ But then he goes on and he’s says, “But if you lose your life, give up control, and follow me; if
you submit to the fact that you’re not in control and you just focus on me, we’ll then, you’ll
find life. ERfRIEE:R, “BRURIMEETIELEd, MEZE, REX, MEMREBRRIEFZEE
HHWEEFEMREILREARE, B, MAGHI LR, 7

* See, the one thing we are asked to do with Jesus is just TRUST. &, ME—FTER N EHMAITE =
{ESEERER,

¢ Are you with me? {REAE T 1§ ?
e Let’s take a moment and reflect. ZEH A —EBERIERE,
» Would you simply close your eyes, and take a breath. :5{REfl_LEREE, FRiRAIFER,

* What does all of this mean, for you? & #{R&K:R, = LKE(TEEIE ?

¢ |s there any way that you are holding, white knuckles, on to an outcome.
HiREmS, FRATEAORMRESZSHIMEEENIEFEHE RN, o
IT HAS TO GO THIS WAY. —E Ei& k.
e IT HAS TO HAPPEN LIKE THIS. —EEE&K#B 4,
e Is it killing you when things aren’t going your way? & £ & R EE{REERI B E, 1R

ETREZE,

* Are wrestling with your sense of powerlessness? {R 2 & ERIRFERIENERA
he

* Do you ask yourself, “What’s the point?” {fR2F2AMBBED, “EAHEE

% r) HE]

e Does it really matter? EREZEN ?
e Can | really make a difference? ¥ 8eH AT /E &0 ?

e Now. IR¥E,
e Take another breath. B JEME,
 What if you simply became aware, that THAT is a gift. JIR{/RETEREZHEI,
(FEOR, thigh 2 /REIEIFr e 2 — @Y.
e What would that change? 3& & ot % Lt FE g

¢ And even more so, what would happen if you trusted Jesus with the outcomes,
rather than trusting yourself with them? BREEMZ, INEMEEMILE RIS
RAMARIMEBEEF L, EFELEHER—KB?



* Would you stand with me? F&#23I,

e Elders/Prayer/Info RE/MEEIER

Benediction i
¢ Freedom BH
e Peace &
o Joy E4

* Meaning =%
* Not because you worked the perfect plan, &= R A{RE —ETEME
e But because you trust Jesus enough, to let go of the results. T 2 & A & 5915 S HR &k
BORRER, HESIDEE RITARD,



