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The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show
you. 2 “l will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a bless-
ing. | 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy- five years old
when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and
the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
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“God has willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of man. There-
fore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him. He needs him again and again when he
becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his
brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus
Christ. The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his
brother’s is sure.”

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.
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| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but |
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in
my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind
that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but | have chosen you out of the world.



