Advent Series
Week #1 The Peace of His Presence
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No other holiday, on the globe, is as celebrated or recognized as this one. WHY?
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Let’ slook at the history. ZEF IR EBREL -

Jesus was born into a tribe that believed they had been chosen by the One True God to show the
world the One True God.

Which sounds nice, but this particular tribe had been conquered again and again and again. Egyp-
tians, Babylonians, Assyrians. One super power after another had taken their turn beating up this tribe,
invading their land, taxing them to death, often hauling them away to foreign nations. Making their
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This kept happening. All the way up until the moment we meet a girl named Mary and her fiancé Jo-
seph. In fact, when the Romans came to Jerusalem, they built their military headquarters next to the
Jewish Temple, and, they intentionally made it noticeably taller. The Caesars believed they were sons
of god sent from heaven to bring about a universal reign of peace and prosperity. They had a famil-
iar sounding saying: “There is no other name under heaven by which people can be saved than that
of Caesar” . Caesar Augustus was called the “Prince of Peace” . Because Peace is what he came
to deliver. So the Romans went marching all over the known world. They conquered village after
vilage, demanding that people acknowledge, literally, “Caesaris Lord” . They paid for their military
enterprise through taxation. THIS, by the way, is why we read, in Luke’ s Gospel, the birth story of Jesus
starts with these words: ISk B FFENE £ B D IBREEMABRNRFR. 85T HIEEBE0LR, b
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Luke 2:1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
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The people were being registered, so they could be taxed, so the empire could expand. The Romans
would roll into town and they would demand you that recognize Caesaris Lord. And if you did, then
they considered you part of the empire. If you didn’ t, they had this device they’ d hang you on this
thing called a cross, in order to make an example of what happens when you resist Caesar.
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That, is how they MADE peace. Submit, and you’ Il have relative peace. Resist, and you’ llrestin
peace. :)

R ERR BEF M. BIE, R —EEHNTEZ. f51, FRRE
* U2 band U244t ==

Then, we read about an angel showing up to a teenage girl named Mary. And he delivers some
Nnews.

e Listen to what he says:
Luke 1:28-36

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you! Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kihgdom there
willbe no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?” And the angel
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.
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* Do you hear how revolutionary this is?

Do you understand how subversive this is? {REE RIS EH % H E v Ea s (4 15?
“You shall call his name Jesus.”

That nameisn’ ta name as much asit’ s a statement.

It means, “Jehovah saves” . That meant volumes to the Hebrews, which is a tribe that Jehovah had
delivered from the clutches of previous empires. Empires like Egypt. “, B DA 45 fh & & Y BR &%~ . 1
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by naming him Jesus, it’ slike saying, “God is going to REPEAT history.” He’ s going to get you out
of the miry clay. This child? He will be your deliverer. he goes on, he will be the son of the most high.
That’ sripped from the language of the Roman conquerers. he will have a throne, and he will rule,
and his kingdom will have no end, and he will be called ‘the son of God. Every bit of this is a refer-
ence to the rule and reign of Caesar.
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Rome has its foot on the throat of the Hebrew people, and now it looks like God might be up to some-
thing.
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So, Mary, she responds, and few verses later we read Mary’ s song that she offers back to God.
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Luke 1:51-56

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hun-
ary with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remem-
brance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.
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Luke 2:7

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
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Do you see this? Who writes the story of God this way?

The Christ should be born in a palace.

The Christ should have been among nobility or royalty.

It should have been a grand affair. {REZRI TIE, HEEEEHNNER. EEBEZEETE, GENEEKE
F, TE8?

God enters the scene amidst images of homelessness, © refugees, ¢ exclusion,  poverty,

And helplessness. (EMAIL— MR AR, RN, WHRN, £ESHH, BPNERER.

Maybe that’ s why, when you you listen to the stories of Jesus, he’ s always on the fringes.
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By the way, quick question: If you were living at the turn of the century backin 1 B.C., and you had
to make a bet about whose influence would be more pronounced throughout human history, who
would you have bet on: IIRIFEFEAE R —F, REFTREEEAREL FNZESIERK, REnE#"

Augustus Caesar,
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Or this obscure baby born to an oppressed minority in the corner of the largest economic and military
empire the world had ever seen?
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Well, here are some interesting thoughts: THE 2L A BAYIE X
. Augustus Caesar is dead.

. Nobody worships Caesar anymore.
. The Roman Empire crumbled, and exists only in history books.
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1. Jesus is not dead.

2. Hundreds of thousands of people view Jesus as the most important figure in their life and worship

Him as God.
3. The Kingdom of Jesus is ever-expanding, even today. 1,
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Itis tale of two empires. B2 M B~ —1xHF B HE .

I’ s about crushing people vs. loving them It’ s about bondage vs. liberation
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I’ s about oppressing them vs. freeing them It’ s about killing people vs. dying for them. 2 Fa-F$EEE A
RVvsBAR, A& vs B, BB vs BHE, BRBAR vs BRAR.

Itis a story about another way, then the way of Caesar. 2F-FEAE R B — 1&g

This is revolutionary news of a new Lord, one who doesn’ t deliver peace through coercive military
violence, but through sacrificial service.
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He took the cross,

* which was a symbol of forced peace and power structures,

e and he turned into the symbol of absolute peace and divine love.
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Anditisn’ trelative peace. This is transcendent peace. This is a peace that can live without closure,
without resolution, and still be content and even happy because our satisfaction is now at another
level, and our source is beyond ourselves and our circumstances.
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The yearning, the unsettledness, the worry, the anxiety, the fear about the future - in peace they van-
ish.
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This is peace for anyone anywhere, no matter the circumstances.
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Isn’ tthat the kind of peace we’ re all looking for?

In his presence, we find Peace.
MAMERMESHMNERE? £MEEE, RMRIIER
I’ swhy the angels announced. EE2 ATE X EFEHE—

Luke 2:14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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Because in Jesus we find peace.
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A peace rooted in the trust that THE LIFE Jesus gives us is deeper, wider, stronger, and more enduring
than anything else we could experience anywhere else.
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There’ s asaying of sorts that has accompanied this season for centuries.
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Come Lord Jesus
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It” s aninvitation, and, it’ s an admission.

Bl EEE, hE—EER.

It’ s aninvitation extended from those who have been oppressed and imprisoned, to the same Jesus
who invaded the world over 2000 years ago.

I’ s aninvitation saying, “Itlooks like we’ re standing on some pretty shifty ground. We’ ve found
ourselves in some miry clay, and we. could use. some, h e | p.
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And, it” s an admission.

Itis an admission of the incompleteness of life.

I’ s our acknowledgment of the work that is yet to be done.

It’ s us, coming to grips with the brokenness of a world that is around us.
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When we utter those words, “Come Lord Jesus” we are changing our loyalties from power and suc-
cess, to the kingdom of Jesus.
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Benediction $i1%

May you be Men and Women who encounter the True Prince of Peace.
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And may he dwell in your hearts and minds.
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And may his calm, his confidence, his love, low from him to you, and from you, to those

around you. FEMIRYEEE, B0, MERMRARNER, BRERARBERAM.



