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Hello B4 friends... new, familiar, and on live stream! Thank you for joining us today and thank you for inviting
me, Brad! What fun to be with all of you! COVID sent us all home and when we were allowed to come out to
play it did not include visits to other churches until recently! COVID has been like a triple loop roller coaster
ride that keeps on going! R4 B4 FAK.... $THRKR, ABMER R, ERLMAEKME | BREESRMAZEM,
thRSHRMEER, AR MARE—ELRLWM ! COVIDEEMAERT, EHXMBEAFEZFAKR, EERE
FTAESBEMMBEE | COVIDRE—E=E:@ILE, —EEZHEE ' o Ithas given all of us many opportunities
to consider our big idea today. Roller coasters require their own special seat belts or bars...let’s strap up and
getready toride! EAE MM BEARE THEHRERZREEMSKHEIE BLEZTEZEBCHEFERLTEFTHER
... BEMARFRET EiRiFRLE !

Did you know that | am Brad and Cheri’s Aunt? Yeah, how crazy is that!? Brad and | both married into this
wonderful Roth family! | should warn you that | call myself one of the outlaws in the family —So many amazing
people of faith in the Roth family including my husband, Jared, but my family of origin story was more colorful.
| relate to the messiness of the Corinthian church--their struggles to find their way forward as people becoming
a loving community shaped by Jesus!

Brad reminded us last week that this series in 1 and 2 Corinthians is all about a group of people learning to live
out their faith in community --in a particular place. The two questions that are being asked are:

1. How are you personally being shaped by Jesus? (embodying the Kingdom of God)

2. How are you shaping those around you in the public domain with the Kingdom of God?
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Before we read Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 let me tell you about an early encounter | had with these
verses:

Have you ever had somebody take a verse or verses and use them to justify what they are about to do to you?
| call this being verse whipped! Jared and | had that happen with the verses we are going to read!

Story: Jared and | were 25 years old and 18 months into our church planting adventure. We were just
babies—I can hear some of you thinking thate! We bought a little six plex on a land sales contract and
discovered that the couple holding the contract owed us $800. Now this may not sound like much to you but to
us, it was a lot—after all we were hoping our real estate deals would earn us enough money for a down
payment to purchase our first home. We thought, no problem. This couple were Christians and owned multiple
properties in town. They just made a mistake, we thought. We'll just take the paperwork, show them the
amount owed and they will pay us. We made an appointment and drove to their home to meet with them. File
in hand, we arrived. HEEMBBEBRBEIMSZITE 6:1-11 PHE 28, ZHEFMERIBIELEEXWIER
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We exchanged greetings then set down with our paperwork out and began to show them what they owed.

They stopped us mid-sentence and told us they knew they owed $800 and that we could take them to court to
get them to pay but they knew we were Christians, in town to plant a church and that the Bible said that
Christians should not take other Christians to court so they were not going to pay us and we would not sue
them. We were stunned into silence as we took our file and began to leave their home. We walked to our car
passing their Mercedes which was for sale on the way. The man called out, hey, would you like to buy my car?
The rest of the story later. BB &IE&EMIES EZE L RiEH thMHER R AR, MR RITERR MR, (P
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So, what did Paul really say in those verses our contract holders shared with us?
Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 6:1-11FEK M & R EANRE MRS EH P RBINRFER T EER ? ZEM—i
REFMNZATEG:1-11.

M ZH1E6:1-11
1f any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of
before the Lord’s people? 20r do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to



judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial (smallest, the very least) cases? * Do you not know that
we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!

4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is
scorned in the church? *1 say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to
judge a dispute between believers? ¢ But instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in front of
unbelievers!

"The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not
rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this
to your brothers and sisters. °® Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God?

Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with
meni " nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of
God. " And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
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We all bring our whole story with us when we say yes to Jesus. The Corinthians were no different. The
Greeks loved litigation...the contest, the debate and the oratory made court almost a form of entertainment.
The Corinthians brought this with them into their faith story. They were taking their familiar or habitual approach
to settling their disputes by going through the Roman court system. & 3 1% 2 ER &% = 3+ 9 HE 3 &8 A 1M
HEMESRE, SMEAtWE—K. FEASHITER - BF Hn, ERORFBLAZRADEE N 7 —ERE,
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Like our own justice system, Roman justice discriminated against the poor and marginalized. Favors,
power and bribes were hindrances to “justice for all’. This is the system that the Corinthian Christians were
turning to with their disputes. Their approach to resolving their differences, Paul says, undermined their love for
one another and their gospel witness to the larger community. He wants them to live out of their new identity in
Christ in their relationships. How does he do this?

Perspective! Paul puts their disagreements and disputes with one another in perspective for them. i #0 3 1
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He right sizes them, calling them trivial, the least or the smallest-- then compares them with the decisions they
will be making in eternity —you’ll be judging the world and even angels one day! This combination puts their
disputes in perspective for them. Don’t sweat the small stuffl Don’t treat these disputes like a big deal
because they aren’t.

Have you ever noticed how easy it is for a disagreement to get blown out of proportion? During this
pandemic, that has been even more evident. It is like everyone has been dipped in gasoline, one spark and
we ignite a fire of emotion far beyond what the actual issue might evoke before the pandemic. Dare | mention
what some of those sparks are? B s ftiBE LA M A, ELERMNE, B/ HERBM/NHEE - thiBE
Lo B fth M 7E K E EMAREML - MERRMMAENG—EFHERAEEZEXE | EMENKSEZIMNSH
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28477a

Mask mandates like the one we just received or vaccination mandates from your employer like some are in the
process of receiving, or those who refuse vaccination or those who judge those who do, and the list could go
on. At the center of the disagreements are the beliefs about the importance of personal rights or the collective
good, who to trust, and who to believe. What do you do to gain perspective when you have a meltdown or
evoke one in someone else?tb N, HIMIUEIM & O EWBMA S, B MRMELEARMAQRFRIMERE
BEENHRE, SBEETEE  AEHRTEERENA , FENER, ELFENPLER , BHEARIER
KSR E, SR LUEE, #EeBE. BSMEERFAANNRIEMERRI AN EERRENRIEREEERSTE
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We can do what Paul did and put our disputes in a larger context. My mom taught me how to prioritize which
behavior issues to pay attention to as | raised my own kids by asking myself what will this behavior unchecked
look like in 10 years? This helped me know what was important and how to respond. Like Paul, the long view
(in this case eternity!) changes the way the present looks. Hf I LMERERVIERMVFEBREETSH—
BEEEL, REREEAREREEEZEZTFHHLETARERTERMEN, EXRXEREACHEZTFHEEE
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After Paul gives them an eternal perspective about their approach to resolving disputes, he addresses the
larger issue: Where do individual rights land in a community of faith charged with loving God and loving
people? Paul is helping people who are newer to faith understand which of those take priority as a Jesus
follower.

This whole passage can be summarized in two, two letter words We and Me. Paul is helping the Corinthians
understand that as people of faith there is a new priority. & Rtk £ RS FF M2 END S, &
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We before me! B« " (£f2) MEB 2 271
This is the recipe for a loving community of believers that show others God’s goodness and grace in action. &
e—EEEMNEIMNEENFAETE LRANSANRTHHNENERMOBA,

Unrestrained individualism will not do that. Me before We will not result in the loving community embodying the
gngdgﬂn)] of God. FTHIRBEEMEATERTEEEMN. EECHEEEBZIRTEEHNEEFELRRE

M ﬁlﬁ Jo
Author and pastor, Tim Keller said it well: “Real freedom is not so much the absence of restrictions as finding
the right ones.” This is what Paul is helping the Corinthians do!
Paul gives them a whole list of behaviors that don’t embody the Kingdom of God.
B—IENFRIER, Tim Keller 5% : “EIERMBHIFZIRZREIMEHEI ¥ AR, "4 FE 1071 F B S #4
SHEMKR RERTIMSHE—EFEINRTHESEEMMBIE T TEZZ LN,

I's quite a list-- the sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, those who engage in sex with same gender,
thieves, the greedy, drunkards, slanderers (gossips), swindlers which scholars believe was not just con artists
or people running scams but included those with ruthless business practices that were not illegal but ripped
people off nonetheless. Notice Paul’s little sentence at the end of this list...and “such were some of you.” This
is not an entrance exam for heaven which is how some people have used this scripture. It’'s more like
a list of who Jesus came to save and a list of our old identities before we knew Him! 58 2 — B KR 89E
B, aETMEERLN, FEG0, JEFe, UREME, @B, RN, BUEN , FEN , RN, ESEE
HE TECEFRFRRTHEEN, EEOEMLHRARHEREE, AEEEBRSTILAE BRI A2 K 5 A
TAH. IERBRBEEABEZERRAN . “MATPHEEARIIREER. ENEEATEREHEAXRE
MER, AT LAGEEERRXEGHSHARERE, EHER —ENHRIER/TEAEZERRHARESE
B &R RMERFMAZANZERNREEE,



Let’s look a little closer. ZE 3 M#1E 9 47

What do all these behaviors have in common? All of them put the individual over the community! He
is talking to people in a place and re-socializing them as new creations in Christ where sex, money and power
will all be used in life giving ways! Paul is rearranging their priorities. He is prioritizing the community good
over their individual rights. Instead of litigating in the public Roman court system, he encourages them to go to
another Christian to settle the dispute or better yet, he says let yourself be wronged or cheated! &%4T4 M=
FEHEHLREE? EMEHBIIEAANRERRE AN, RESEME —E AW —BFAEGE S —HE
AEBEEELETHMRE—ENA, EE5E8E ESRMENBEZUG FTAEGNAXRBER, REEAMMAER
BEBERRF, EMPHIEREINEREMMMEANF T 2AT, BERMNBEOLRERE, thBthMEREE
FERIBAR MG, EEZFHNE, MREMMBRBEZHRREZE,

WE BEFORE ME! Loving community takes priority over our individual rights! Doing the right thing for the
community may require that you and | give up our individual preferences or rights...whether it involves money,
sex, or power! {BEEMABC A | BEHEEREMREMEANER, A ERBEHNSHHFERSMAMEER
ZRMECHEITEER, TERTELIITEE, 4 HE#EF.

Who does this sound like? JESUS! FiH# & EHkkE 7 SHER !

Jesus did what was best for us no matter what it cost! He healed on the sabbath and took the wrath of the
religious leaders. He began his last supper with his closest friends by washing their feet, breaking protocols for
who should serve, he broke social norms by engaging a woman at a well in conversation, he hung out with
messy people that were labeled by others as sinners, gluttons and drunkards and was criticized for it and that
was just His prelude. Listen to Paul describe Jesus’ mindset in relationships. ERERFT A0 2 R E, AR
BRAMER MEZTEBAR 87 REEMHNRR MERERNGEAMBLEARARMER  THTRE
RIRA A EERAE B BEKAF RGN, HETREMARE, BAERNAREZREAN EEHMA, B
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Phil. 2:5-8 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:®* Who, being
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
"rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even
death on a cross!
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Jesus is the ultimate example of We before Me. Paul reminds us how we can do that too! ERff 2 &£ 5EKR7E B
CZ AT E , (REIRERX M EBUEERER,

Remember who you are and live like it! :2ZE{R2H, I EFHEZMET.
Live out of your new identity—We before Me, not the old Me before We one. & H #H M2 & &/ A F -- {2
SEMEBCZH, MAREMEEMET, ILEECRESRZHL

Here’s three things Paul reminds them of: S48 {R #1REE T M=%

You were washed! This particular word is only used one other place in the New Testament when Luke
describes Paul’s conversion experience: “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name
of the Lord” Acts 22:16.

We are washed, friends. If you have said yes to Jesus, He has forgiven you-- past, present and future and
baptism is our public expression of what has already happened in us! {R#%% ! EEF AR ZE REFHINHA
B—R, BEBRMRBRBEIVEER"CREEZMAERZRDNZER > &R, REMMWBRZHE, KX
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You were sanctified...some translations say you were made holy, you were made right with God! It means to
be set apart as God’s people and for His purpose! We belong and are here on purpose and for a purpose! 1R
AL, . o —ELEARRIMAAER, REMMNL ' EEERMEIARKREAMHE, A BT ZMHE
R, it HxMEEEIAE B!

You were justified! God as our judge has declared us righteous because of what Jesus has done for us!
Our record of wrong doing and regret has been expunged! {R#fEE ., MIEARKMUWBHEERLKESHMAZE
RER ARMEHMER | HAWFEMBREEEMERT .

When we remember who we are in Christ, specifically what He has done for us, we respond to disputes among
us differently! Jesus came and set us free to live a We before Me life. Instead of retaliation, we offer
forgiveness, instead of demanding our rights we relinquish them for the good of the community. For the
sake of the community and the gospel being shared with others who are watching, we embrace restrictions.
We are a WE BEFORE ME People! EXFfEZGHMEEEE, HI2HARFMR MM, EMEURRBAR
REFEERMPEMHS | BIAREREMNBERRE—ERESREANESG, FTERE MERERE T2
ERBEMEFR, MEAZEEMERRBMERMMER., 2ZRENETEI ZWHHR, RMAERZR,

Rest of the story: So, what happened next when these two 25-year-old church planters were verse whipped
with this scripture in 1 Corinthians 67 We left the house of our contract holder, walked to the car with our
minds swirling and as we were driving away, we began to talk about what we should do. We talked about
small claims court and how that might play out. Yes, we went there! Our idealism stripped away, we knew the
best thing to do, the Kingdom focused approach for us, our church plant and our faith story in the community
was to forgive them the $800. We let them know that. We were mad and disappointed but we acted better
than we felt and eventually the emotion of the moment was replaced with the emotions of grace--peace, and
trust. BIBRI T HEB S FTLLEEME25E N EE B T ML eI SR NERBAIRR, B TREE T AERE? HK
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Fast forward, its 2021 and the pandemic is still with us. We have a big case of pivot fatigue. Health care
workers, educators, first responders, therapists, and all who are in what are called the caring professions, are
weary in their souls and bodies. Meanwhile debates continue, critics are plentiful, and disputes are fueled with
a steady stream of online and sometimes in-person rants. We have an opportunity to be who we really
are—living out our true identity — showing the watching, weary world, the love of Jesus, embodying for them
the true gospel that puts We before Me, that is willing to bear restrictions for the good of others...let’s walk this
path together, friends, with Jesus. REZIRTE, WA R2021EMEIFMEEE. FFECHEMERS T, BER
RIGE HEE F—REEAS, AR, M-V ERBAREIETROAMSS LIRE. R REHE
& ARZMMUET BEPRETARVRE, TESRLMNEREDHEMN. EMEF—ERSRILEMIH
—HEMEEMS?—REEETHE EEREENEARZERENE, RREEMNESTZIEERKRERDS
BIE, EE A AFRIEBEREAEZR. . . AR, ZRM—EREIERESHRR.

Pray! g5 !

Benediction i

May you be a people who live "we" before "me", that you live a way of life that loves God and loves people.
May you leave this place knowing your new identity in Christ who has taken your past present and future and
has set you up for a life and life abundantly. Amen! BE{RFIp &EH ‘B AR B HE, FE2HINZ AR AR
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