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Last week, Brad set us up with an amazing message on sin. He told us that sin is
anything that separates from shalom. L@, fiERAEMERTERAFENEANER,
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“Shalom means perfection, wholeness, everything is as it should be, beauty, glory,
honor, love, reconciliation, no wars, no famine, no disease, no death, no tears, no
suffering, no loss, no mourning, no funerals, no locks on doors, no police officers, no
jails, no soldiers - no need. Shalom” “Shalom@5c %, 5T, —tUIZEEFHI% F. EE,
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Shalom”

Shalom is also God's plan for our lives. Nothing missing, nothing broken in our souls.
“In this world you will have trouble,” but our internal and eternal sense of being
secured by the love of God is not shaking or breaking. THIS is the life he wants for us.
In John 8, Jesus says, “Whoever the Son sets free, will be free indeed.”
Free...emphatically. This is what he's talking about - free to live Shalom. Free to peace.
Free to joy. Free to love. Free to beauty and bravery and LIFE.
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So, while Romans 6 looks like a text about the doctrine of sin and death, it’s really
about freedom and how freedom is acquired and activated. ffLl, EEEEANEFILEK
=FANRFEMRTCHHEE, EEERLERANEEMNAESFSMNEEEH,

Question (PICTURE): Sistine Chapel - Michelangelo. Is this a gift or a skill? Yes. Is he
talented or disciplined? Yes. We've all known people who were gifted but not willing
to devote their lives to cultivating a skill. We've also known people who really worked
hard to be good at something but just didn't have the gift. FIRE (B F) : THTESRE - %
FEIERE. ERRAMERKEE? Z2H, BT EEZLE? M, ZMABMEFLEAFTRE
BERAFEEN B CHERGEIREMREE, Mt —LA, tfEESNiME, ER
Mz EHXRE.

Is freedom a gift or a skill? Yes. It's both. William Faulkner said, “We must be free
not because we claim freedom, but because we practice it.” And Romans 6 is going to



make it very clear. EHHEXE R IREE/BH, MEBZE. BEBRMR, "“KMLEBH,
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The meaning of the word free in John 8 is literally “not a slave.” That meant a lot more
to them culturally than it means to us - but it's something we need to get our 21st
Century American minds around if we're going to truly understand how seriously Paul
means it when he equates sin to slavery. Not being a slave seems like a birthright and
a gift - not a skill. But soul slavery is a sneaky thing. In Romans 6, Paul refers to sin as
slavery 15 times in 23 verses. BB S F£/\EFNEHMNFEEER"THMIUE, " EEX
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For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Romans 6:6 XA f%0&E, 1M
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Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again death no
longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all but
the life he lives, he lives to God. Romans 6:8-10 H{1EZRS5EEBR® , REX S5
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That sounds like all gift. But, wait...fl}M& £ 2ie¥. B2, F%- -

“Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil
desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness,
but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death

to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not

under the law, but under grace. Romans 6:11-14 X# , {R{IEAFE LY EES R
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First he says, “You have been set free from sin...” and then he says, “Therefore, do not
let sin rule over you.” You have been set free from the ultimate power of sin. Jesus
conquered sin and death on the cross. We are saved BY grace, not to grace - grace is
not something we're traveling toward or working for, grace is spread over everything
and available to everyone. It is gift, gift, gift. And the only thing that Jesus didn't
defeat on the cross was our free will. He didn't come to set us free from that. He
came to set us free to LIFE. And our will is a player in the process. Our will is involved.
Freedom is a gift and freedom is a skill. And the one thing that both a gift and a skill
have in common, is a decision. Our decision to open the gift and figure out what
purpose it will serve in our life or our decision to practice freedom. BEZ&fhiR, RME
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Dallas Willard defines discipleship as the orienting of the six elements of our humanity
around the love of God: Our Body, Soul, Relationships, Thoughts, Feelings, and
Decisions. If we took a poll this morning, “How many in this room had the thought this
week: I need to work out.” We'd probably have a lot of hands. If we took a poll, “How
many worked out.” Different number. Same thoughts...different decisions. Same
thoughts...different outcome. The thoughts didn't determine the outcome and the
feelings didn't determine the outcome - the decision determined the outcome. (We
make 35,000 decisions each day with different levels of consequence.) R #fhi{E#T
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Of all the gifts that God has given us, the most wonderful and terrible is our power to
decide. Our power to choose the direction our feet walk or our hands move.
Deuteronomy 31 says, “I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing...therefore choose life so you can truly LIVE.” Death and life is often in the
power of our decisions. Fi B M H MMM T, RIFNTBHERAITHAZHMRER
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We often look at sin as the fun thing and obedience as the hard, boring thing. We say
sin breaks God’s heart - but I don't like it when it’s implied that God is brokenhearted
because we broke one of His rules. I think sin breaks God'’s heart because He knows it
breaks us and that with it, we break each other. And one of the biggest lies we can
swallow is the decision to live in freedom has been taken out of our hands. & ®2
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1969 - Martin Seligman. Learned helplessness. The dogs learned that they are slaves
to the pain - even though it wasn't true. They had a quick escape. They didn't live in a
wicked animal testing center where there was no way out. They could easily jump out
- but they had learned that they were under the control of the very thing they feared
and hated. 19694 - ET-HhE#& 2. tHE T EYMEZ, WAR TEMI ARG - Bl
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In equating sin to slavery, Paul essentially says: You've learned helplessness. You've
become complacent in receiving the gift of shalom and complicit in your own
bondage. {EFEFRMNMEK, REBR LR - RERLHD TEY, (RBEGHEEXERAR
BRImE, BUEAMERE S REMEERLE.

What moves us out of the box and toward shalom, toward freedom? Probably a few
things, but three I think are most important. Three things to appropriate in order to
secure the gift and grow the skill of freedom: 2 EREEEMEHEEEATE, ERE
H? KBETLERE HP=EAXFAREEZ, —HEREERLERERE EREHMN
KEE,

Vision 28R
Courage E&
Grace B

VISION ZR/E%

(Different slide —->)"Your eternal destiny is not cosmic retirement; it is to be part of a
tremendously creative project, under unimaginably splendid leadership, on an
inconceivably vast scale, with ever-increasing cycles of fruitfulness and enjoyment -
that is the prophetic vision which 'eye has not seen and ear has not heard."
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Freedom is not just staying safe from sin. BEHAR 2:&83E.
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God isn't the electric shock - God is the one who gets in the box with us. He helps us
relearn the wildly free life. R 2 BE - 2 MEAEEZ P —EIBGL, B EY
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