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Thesis: Jesus came to set us free from affliction that
keeps us bent over, without vision, life or hope.
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Oh we praise You
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We praise You, we praise You

Miracles - when heaven invades earth and creates beauty there. The miracles
we’re looking at today are especially beautiful. We’ll start in Luke 13. -5
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On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a
woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years.
She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. Luke 13:10-11
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| love when the Bible writers give us so much detail in one sentence. Knowing
the where and when is so important to understanding the rest of the passage.
Jesus is in the synagogue on the Sabbath. This happens three times in the
book of Luke. HZE BN ERE I —mJ5h4a T MU L 22 4HED - R R BRI
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Three times in Luke Jesus shows up in the synagogue on the sabbath. The first
time is in Luke 4 and | want to revisit it because it’s important for where we’re
going: {EESAEE S » HMk =TAEZ B HHBRAAEEM - F—I0EE (EEItE
=) FA4ES > BEER—TE > HEEEINRMERAYMRERE

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19
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We talked about this two weeks ago. This is the mission statement of the trinity.
This is their reason for sending Jesus to the world. Proclaim good news to the
poor (that’s us!). Proclaim liberty to the captives (that’s also us - remember
“prisoner of war”). To give sight to the blind, free the oppressed and proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor. TWO big proclamations bookend this passage: F{"
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Proclaim good news to the poor. = in the greek - ‘glad tidings. Happy news!” To



the spiritually poor. EHEEHEERIA= EREET- “HHE" - Z&ll 7 B
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Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. - favor - acceptance.
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The good news of great joy is that we have a Savior and He loves and accepts
us. In between the bookends are a bunch of things he DOES for us and they are
truly beautiful. Freedom, healing, vision. The bookended proclamations are
standalone truth. We already possess that. WE have the good news that we are
loved and accepted by God. The stuff in the middle is the stuff of miracles.
Heaven invading earth and creating beauty. K=E£¢avF 5 B2 TE — Lk E »
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That'’s the first time Jesus is in the synagogue on the sabbath. The second is in
Luke 6 where he encounters a man with a withered hand and heals it and incurs
the wrath of the religious crowd for doing work on the sabbath. ZZH k53—
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So now we come to this FRAFFI2RE m S

Eighteen years. How old were you 18 years ago? What have you seen in that
time? (Me...lots of things). This lady has only seen the ground for 18 years.
And it’s hard to be a woman in her society, nearly impossible to be a woman
with such a visible and defining disability. She’s been this way for eighteen
years. She’s known no other way. The real miracle of this story is that she
showed up at the synagogue at all. She couldn’t have enjoyed a position of
honor there. She would have been treated like an outcast who’s sin led to her
affliction. And yet...she’s brought her broken body there today. | wonder why.
Did she hear about Jesus coming or was she just devoted to her spiritual life?
Either way, this is a courageous and determined woman. +/\FE7T - 18FEHI{K
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12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you
are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and
immediately she straightened up and praised God. Luke 13:12-13
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| love the variety of ways Jesus heals people in the New Testament because it
keeps us from boxing his power into something that we can control or
manipulate. She doesn’t cry out to him like Blind Bartimaeus. She doesn’t
crawl to the hem of his garment like the woman in . She doesn’t seem
to ask him for anything at all - is it possible that she can’t even SEE him? Yep.
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He calls to her. He spots her infirmity and calls to her. (Maybe we put more
responsibility on ourselves than we should. Maybe there isn’t one way to ask
or one way to get his attention. Maybe you already have his attention.) Then
he puts his hands on her. We cannot understand how subversive this act is.
Touching a woman who is afflicted in the synagogue on the sabbath. Jesus
checks all the boxes on the Pharisees naughty list here. And he says, “Woman,
you are free from your infirmity.” Lots of times when Jesus heals people, he
says, “Be healed.” But in this case, he says, “You are free.” “Free” in this case
is the same word for divorce. Why would Jesus use that instead of “Heal?”
Lets’ read on: ERERALZEMAK o BRERSZFIRMATE 55 0FIUEM - (RS EC
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14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue
leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be
healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it
water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom
Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath
day from what bound her?” Luke 13:14-16
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This is emotional. Jesus is emotional here. He is angry and incredulous. (In the
process of spiritual formation, becoming like Jesus, a good place to start is:
What makes God happy? And What makes God mad?) He gives them a lot of
information here, and | think it’s information we all need as we work this summer
to possess an understanding of who Jesus is and how the miraculous can work
and look in our own lives. &:EANIFHEHE, BREATEE @RS, thENERXE#LIE
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People first. Always. Jesus calls her a “Daughter of Abraham” and this is big.
HE is conferring the very same honor upon her as is upon these men who are
arguing that she should still be hunched over. He first heals her, and then he
returns her rightful identity. She is a daughter of Abraham. She is one of them.
She belongs. The good news of great joy is that we are accepted and named by
Him and Jesus hands this good news to her free of charge. And she’s done
nothing to earn it. She’s not even asked for it as far as Luke knows. Jesus
chooses her. Touches her. Heals her. Maybe her willingness to get in proximity to
him is all the faith she needed, maybe that’s the best kind of Ask. But in all of
this, Jesus prioritizes the woman. Her story. Her affliction. Her bondage. Her
identity. Her healing. Jesus puts her above the rules and above his own
reputation. U AB&AR, — B, BREAFEM A RRUEMNRR”, EREE, thixF
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Sometimes things look physical and they are spiritual. Not always, but
definitely sometimes. So let’s always start by asking Jesus to set us free. Jesus
uses the word for divorce here. Whatever this woman’s relationship with satan
and darkness looks like, and however it was formed, Jesus here issues a
proclamation of freedom and release. She is able to go free of this relationship
and this bondage. How do we relate to our affliction? Do we recognize when
we’re in a bad relationship with our own emotions or our own mindsets?
(Hunched over friend - “stupid”. She’s not. Never has been. But she was in a
relationship with her own rejection that kept her from seeing herself accurately
and, consequently, kept her from seeing His vision for her life.) Freedom from
Jesus is meant not just to fix our affliction, but also to fix our identity. HLEREE
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The story ends like this: #ZEHIFEE B8

17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people
were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. Luke 13:17
ERINFEE 13:17 BRERSRIEEE, MAIRRAER IR T MARMhAT 1T — U SRIERIE, TAERER
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They’re happy for the moment. But they’re eventually going to kill him for this, so
let’s not believe that freedom comes easily. People are often going to argue with
your right to be free. It’s a battle. It’s one worth fighting. #{MIttZI{E=E, 12 2/
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Quick look at another miracle story that has so many similarities - this one is
after Jesus has ascended and the Holy Spirit has come and is working in and
through the disciples in powerful ways: R&EE— T 5 —{EHHFZHE L2 EHI#H
RS - EEZEBARAXRLE, EEREE, BiBFAFEMLIARE AT

One afternoon Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of
prayer, the ninth hour. And a man who was lame from birth was being
carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to
beg from those entering the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John
about to enter, he asked them for money.
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Couple of things we know: FEENEMEEIE:

-This guy was lame from birth. This is all he’s ever known. SE1E A% T KT B EEHR
[, 38 =T E R —Y,

-He has friends, and they’re willing to drop him off at the Gate Beautiful to beg
for money. The juxtaposition here is stunning - the Gate Beautiful was massive
and magnificent - it took 25 men to move it. It represented strength and safety.
And these guys drop off their friend who can’t walk to sit in the shadows of that
strength and beg for his food. Every day. fth& Ak, #MEEEMKEEMOZ
HEE, ERTAEEMN- ERBEATREBHE, ERRNENLT S, EEANEM
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-Peter and John go to the temple to pray at 3:00. | like the specificity here. It’s
a real event with a real time and a real place. Good Jews would have gone to
this temple all the time. Including Jesus. This guy sat there every day. Jesus
went every day. {EEFMNBEIHEEIREES, HETEEMME . E2—@
FEERRMEEMBMNETEE, ERMWIBRAN—EREEEER, 2IEHRER. &
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Peter looked directly at him, as did John. “Look at us!” said Peter. So the
man gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.
RISERZM, HPANE, “BEERM | "KEHR. REBADRBERIMM, L
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This is such an interesting interaction. Peter and John look at him - the original
language says “intently”. They have to ask him to look at them - he begs
without looking up. In his lifetime of sitting at this gate, he has learned not to
look people in the eye. In our first miracle, the woman’s body forced her to look
down, in this story, the man has just learned it. Both of them have lost their
vision for who they are and what life could be. The man expects that Peter and
John will throw a quarter in his cup, but instead they say: & —{EIEEFH BRI E
B, WSMHNEEEM - EXEHE", thMZEREZMmM - thEth TRtz e,
fth—ELAEERMQ, tWEBE T FAERAMMIRE, £HMNE—E®HED, ZAW
SR BEMET T SE%ED EAFAREETE—B, tAMEETHED
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But Peter said, “Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” Taking him by the
right hand, Peter helped him up, and at once the man’s feet and ankles
were made strong. He sprang to his feet and began to walk. Then he went
with them into the temple courts, walking and leaping and praising God.

When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized
him as the man who used to sit begging at the Beautiful Gate of the temple,
and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him. Acts 3:6-10

{% £ 17 15 3:6-10
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Like the woman, this man is paralyzed by his condition. He is stuck. Neither one
of them is blind, but neither one of them can truly see either. F1AMEZ A—#k, &
BB AEBE SR EMEELA, thERET, WMABTIEF, EHMHBREE
EER,

Like the woman, this is a long time affliction. It’s an affliction that has become

an identity. Sometimes when an affliction becomes an identity, instead of asking
for a miracle, we just ask for hep to live without a miracle. We ask for a quarter

to get us through the day. FAEIMERZA—#k Ef—ERHMNEE. E2—EELK
RA—REEMNES, ARk SEHEMT— EEA’:’:‘ FFITRFI, R;J?E,xﬁ
TIRAMER THEEET R, BNFTRK -5/ EMREBE—X.

And, can we talk about the fact that Peter and John are flat broke? What if they
hadn’t been? Is it possible that coming to the end of their resources is what
forced them to tap into supernatural resources? TMH, FHAMaILIEERE ST
BESNHWEER? MEMATEIHENEERIEERLER? BRERERER
EETEEMMARAEEARAEIR?

When all the people see the guy walking they realize; THIS IS THE GUY! The
same guy who’s been at the same gate every day for his whole adult life. He’s
not just now “the beggar who can walk.” His identity has been set right. &P
BABINEEAERE, MASHS, SHEMBERK ! R—EATEBAEER
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Both of these miracles are miracles of movement. They are interventions from
heaven that get two people back on their feet and moving again - but they are
also miracles of identity. And we can ask for the same thing in our own lives.
EMEFERSEBNFR, EMEREXENTE EREANEFIGERIEER
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Are there places in your life where you feel bent over by the weight of your
condition? By worry over your children? By worry over money or career or
depression or heartache or loss? What is it that keeps you bent over and unable
to see the future that’s in front of you? FE/REEZEH, BEE L AEZERERAEB
CHRIEMRICER ? B 0MRMETF? BERARLOERE. FX5 12, VEERIE
k7?7 BHEZMEEFTIIRATAIRKE ?

Are there places in your life where you feel stuck? Like you’re begging for help
to live with affliction rather than believing for a miracle to be free from it? Maybe
you feel like every day you ask God to throw a quarter in your cup...”lf you just
give me strength to get through the day...if you just help me survive this
marriage or make it through summer or survive high school...”. Are there any



places where you’re asking for handout instead of a miracle? Sometimes we do
have to manage our mess. We have to take steps to coexist with the hand

we’ve been dealt. But let’s ALSO include asking God for miraculous
intervention. Let’s return to the belief that He can step in where we cannot and
give us an immediate change or intermittent steps and skills to reestablish our
identity as chosen, loved, children of a good Father and powerful God. 7E{RE9A
Eh, BREF UM ABMBREEEET ? MBMREZREVRBZEZYE, MAEHE
ERAFEITLERTH » hEHRBR/EXRIRMERMEMIMFED —KE......
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God uses all kinds of things to create a miraculous intervention. In my struggle
with debilitating fear and anxiety, He has used His own strong arm which did an
amazing work in my life almost immediately, but He also has used professional,
spirit-led counselors who have helped me partner with the Holy Spirit to shape
healthy mindsets. And, for a season, he also used medication. He spoke to me
in that season, He spoke to me in the supernatural season, He spoke to me in
the counseling season - and all of those interventions in my life feel miraculous
to me. But everything starts with inviting Him into the context of our pain and
our affliction and asking Him to do what only He can do, sometimes using the
resources that are available to us and sometimes using resources that only He
has access to. f{FASEEYRAEFEMMTE, EHRESAEANDENE
BAEFSE, MERTHEBENNTE, BEIAERMETHHRTEANIE B
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Jesus names the woman'’s problem directly. He names it: BREREEIEH T Z A
R, fthifHdngA:

Eighteen years of bondage to darkness. Eighteen years of lost opportunities and
heartache. Eighteen years living as someone she isn’t. And it’s such a specific
detail of the story that | think it bears examination in our own lives as well. The
question to us is not so much, “What has happened in the past 18 years?”
Though that matters. But the bigger, more important question is”What might
happen in the next 18 years?” What might you miss if you never find the
freedom Jesus came to bring? What does the future hold if you remain stuck;
what does it hold if you let Him reach down and be the lifter of your head and



your heart and your purpose? +/\ERIEEHEH, +/\FEZARDEFIRE RIS
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Prayer. Prayer people come forward. i&& ., KRis&ZIFIERK,

Blessing: | bless you with the miracle of movement...to be able to see up above
the heads of your enemies and into the horizon of the future God has already
marked out for you. | bless you to step into Jesus’ yoke, where the burdens you
carry are not a crushing weight, but a shared adventure with the one who is
always bringing His strength to our weakness. In the name of the one who sets
us emphatically free, Amen. #i$8: HREIRELRIZEE. ... [F/RAOEE S RELTHLAE
ABIBETE, BEMERLAMAEHREM TR, ROEMEIERRIER, {RETE &/
EETEERESRMUEE, MERBRESH A NEMRERMENTE ZEHI—G
HEEEMERR, UAERMBEBBHAANRE, FFM,

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: Ef:mfSzE

1. Jesus says the bent-over woman that she has been bound by Satan for 18
years. Why might this detail be significant? a2 ARECE A2 E RS
18FERIIF AN . At EEE — MR AT sE SRR T 2

2. When Jesus calls the woman a “Daughter of Abraham,” He is giving her
a true identity as one loved by God. Read Deuteronomy 12:28-14 What are
some of the blessings listed for the children of Abraham? In what way is
this woman living without the blessings of her birthright? =R IR AN A
‘BHAUFENRR, i T —EZREZNHR ., FER012:28 - 145, 5I&
IR {HALFE M R ZXHIPfRA ML 7 e A\ BT (TR mig A th 5 e AR BRI FERF 7

3. How does Jesus’ deliverance of the woman help to restore her true

identity? EREREYHGARIR A BORUE EA R Bt iR B B0 B 54780 2

4. If you were to give yourself a name that feels truest of your identity,
what would it be? INR{RiGIRE S —EZRERIREESRNETF, 214

&2

5. How old were you 18 years ago? If you were to pick five words that you
would like to define the next 18 years of your life, what would they be? 184
BMRZ D8 ? MRREREFRIRERMRRISEN LT, SEMHE?



