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If it can be said that the Fourth Gospel is the gospel of life, then this Lazarus episode is
the Fourth Gospel in miniature. Andrew T. Lincoln
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John 11. History. This text is holy ground.
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The chapter can be seen as a series of meetings with Jesus. The sisters, the disciples,
Lazarus, the council of pharisees. All of them see the same story play out in front of
their eyes; but everyone is having their own experience with the Author of Life. Some
question Him, some doubt Him, some worship Him, some plot to kill Him. Perspective.
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Now a certain man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village
where Mary and her sister Martha lived. It was the Mary who anointed the Lord
with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, he [our brother and Your friend]
whom You love is sick.” John 11
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Who the players are. How they are known.

They did not say, “Come”...but only, “Lord, behold, he whom you love is ill,” - as if to
say: Itis enough that you know. For you are not one that loves and then abandons.
-Augustine.

For you are not one that loves and then abandons. - Augustine

This will be the crux of all the questions moving forward in this story. This is really the
crux of so many of the questions we face and ask as well.
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When Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness will not end in death; but [on the
contrary it is] for the glory and honor of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified by it.” Now Jesus loved and was concerned about Martha and her sister
and Lazarus [and considered them dear friends]. So [even] when He heard that
Lazarus was S|ck He stayed in the same place two more days. John 11:4-6
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Jesus stays two more days. This is a heartbreaking statement. But John makes sure we
understand: Jesus LOVED and was concerned about Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. And yet...two days. He waited. And Lazarus dies. Jesus finally says, “It's
time to go.
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When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already spent four days in the
tomb. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, a little less than two miles away, and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them in the loss of
their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet
Him; but Mary stayed at home. John 11:17-21
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Martha meets him on his way. She doesn’t wait for him to get to her house. She comes
to him; Mary stays inside. Both processing the same grief in different ways. X7 E
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Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not
have died. Even now | know that whatever You ask of God, God will give to You.”
Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise [from the dead].” Martha replied, “l know
that he will rise [from the dead] in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to
her, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Me [as Savior] will
live even if he dies; and everyone who lives and believes in Me [as Savior] will
never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:21-26
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Even now...Martha still believes in Hls power. But when Jesus digs deeper, she does
not believe that He is going to raise her brother from the dead. Jesus doubles down
and asks her an important question: Do YOU believe this? BMEIRZE...... 5 K{WAAEIE
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She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; | have believed and continue to believe that You are
the Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed), the Son of God, He who was [destined and
promised] to come into the world [and it is for You that the world has waited].”
John 11:27
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Martha gives an answer, but not to the question Jesus asked. Is this the one truth she
has remaining? | believe you are who you say you are. But there are questions
embedded in the way she chooses to respond. Do | believe you are who | thought you
were to me?f &S R&GH TEZE - HIRAEIBH KR HTIHE - S ErFrymE— A ?
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After she had said this, she left and called her sister Mary, privately whispering
[to her], “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.” And when she heard this,
she got up quickly and went to Him.

Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha
had met Him. So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her,
saw how quickly Mary got up and left, they followed her, assuming that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. John 11:28-31
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Jesus asks Martha to send out Mary. Why? Wouldn’t you think His first stop would be
Lazarus? Shouldn’t he RUN to the tomb? That would solve the problem AND answer
the questions. But he doesn’t. Why does he want to check in with Mary before he
raises her brother from the dead? Relationship. HRfREEAREWEF|ZE, AHE ? R
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The Jews were at her house and they follow her because they think she’s going to
grieve at the tomb. People might follow your success or your gifts or your love to get to
Jesus. But | know for sure, they will follow your grief to get to Jesus. There’s something
about sorrow that makes us stop and stare. They follow Mary’s sorrow. JAXATEHE
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When Mary came [to the place] where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at His feet,
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”
John 11:32
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When Jesus saw her sobbing, and the Jews who had come with her also sobbing,
He was deeply moved in spirit [to the point of anger at the sorrow caused by
death] and was troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said, “Lord,
come and see.”Jesus wept. John 11:33-35
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The humanity of Jesus. Jesus knows what’'s about to happen. He knows Lazarus is
going to walk out of that tomb. He already told his disciples He’s going to wake him up.
But he still is sad and angry at the sting of death. | wonder: Does Jesus see ahead to
the cross in this moment, knowing He’s about to blow up death once and for all?
Knowing how His own death will change the face of death forever? BRERRI A T4, BREREN
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So the Jews were saying, “See how He loved him [as a close friend]!” 37But some
of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the blind man’s eyes, have kept
this man from dying?” John 11:36-37
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Perspectives. Some see His love on display, others His negligence. Same exact
situation. Totally different perspectives. Only one is right. Sometimes, in spite of feeling
like we have all the evidence we need, we get Him wrong. £i2h, L AFE| T HhIZH)
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So Jesus, again deeply moved within [to the point of anger], approached the
tomb. It was a cave, and a boulder was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to Him, “Lord, by this time
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there will be an offensive odor, for he has been dead four days! [It is hopeless!]”
John 11:38-39
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John has already told us several times in this story exactly who Martha is. | love how he
labels her here: Sister of the dead man. Martha has become the defender of the
corpse. And | love Jesus’ response to her: 1B EREEEBRBEFZREFHEHMBRZE
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Jesus said to her, “Did | not say to you that if you believe [in Me], you will see the
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes [toward
heaven] and said, “Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. | know that You
always hear Me and listen to Me; but | have said this because of the people
standing around, so that they may believe that You have sent Me [and that You
have made Me Your representative].” When He had said this, He shouted with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” Out came the man who had been dead, his
hands and feet tightly wrapped in burial cloths, and with a [burial] cloth wrapped
around his face. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and release him.”

John 11:40-44
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And just like that, the nightmare is over. Lazarus escapes the jaws of death. It's a
bonafide miracle the likes of which few have ever seen. This ought to turn the world
upside, right? BhEHK, BERER T, WREAR TRTHEN, ER—EEEMITIE R
DEANRB, SEETHR, HE?

So then, many of the Jews who had come to [be with] Mary and who were
eyewitnesses to what Jesus had done, believed in Him. But some of them went
back to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. John 11:45-46

ARLERE FF A AAR T HERATIMAISE, SR EME BEDthFERENNEAN,
1T ERER AT B 3 5 ER th MY L9818 E 11:45-46



What Jesus did for Lazarus on that day in Bethany, He did for all of us on the cross.
Once and for all. Death disabled. ERERARKIE{HKE AHIMERFTAISE, thE+FE Lt
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When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
cross. Colossians 2:13-15
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5Smade us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. Ephesians 2:4-7
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