Leviticus Week 11 “When God Cut a Deal”
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Message 152

We’re studying Leviticus, in this series called, “God in search of us.” And there are two phrases that we’ve been
using throughout this series that not only help us understand what’s happening in Leviticus, but also, it helps us
understand what is happening in all of the Old Testament. We’ve been learning about: 7EiE1E “#Hi 2 M AR
, BMAEBENREEAS. AEERIFERMAEERIIME, ERMEZRERM THRENRCHMMELENSE, B
EPERMTREEEN., EmEEE:

A God who is not like other gods. —{i B BIItHATFH,

A people who are not like other people. —{ERER 5 R ER,

Much of what we see in Leviticus is God, speaking a language — using symbols and practices that the people
were familiar with — in order to show them who he is. We've been learning about God’s character, God’s heart,
through these things. FHMEFIREHEENEH B AFIFRENRFRAERNNE S K ERAMME BRI, B
—EEPE RS0

Today, we are going to move a bit deeper into this second statement: A people who are not like other people.

R, BAIEERNOENEE _F: —ELENRRNEE,

Leviticus takes a turn in chapter 17, and stays the course through chapter 20. Beginning in chapter 17, Leviticus



starts to get very detailed around the BEHAVIOR of the people of Israel. #|ZRECEFRI17ER 7 —EE, BFIZFE20
2, WHE17ERR, ARCHBIFEEBNRNBRENEIIRNTA.,

And this is really tricky, especially in light of what we saw LAST week. Last week we saw that God USED religion,
but ultimately ended, and then reversed Religion. And religion, we stated, is any system or set of rules that people
obey, with the intention of altering God’s favor, or earning his love. BEE28 LM FR, 153IE B 2RI HBRER
M, EBERMEINRER R, BHREMHERETRY, ISETE, MERMRE, RARAMATEIGNEESE
FISHNEMETHNRGNEIRE .

God ended that. 4R TIEEME ()

So, then, where does the conversation of how people live, or how people behave, intersect with this truth? How
do you talk about people’s behavior without bending toward religion? How do people become unlike other people,
without becoming moralistic or legalistic? And, how does transformation ACTUALLY take place? 3, EEER
AT R A TE A AL EEWEER F TR EIR B ERIE? FPIEEREMANTAEX MRERE? AFEK
AL —IHRNER, EXTMAAEREIRNEEEER? EEESCNEREEIREEZELR?

So, today’s treatment of Leviticus may be a bit of departure. | want to remind you of a few things. Then we are
going to summarize these chapters. And THEN, we attempt to answer the questions | just posed. FTIA, S KM
AR AN RN TFREARE., BRELREMEHS, ARBEMEREELEER. &E&, HfZHRERLE
L ER RIS LERIRE,

So first, some key things that we need to be reminded of. B, &AHFHPIEERIZEENSIG

First, the world at the moment in which these people were receiving Leviticus was a dark place. It is a gruesome
place. It’s a violent world. It is a world of manipulation, and power struggle, a world of unchecked sexuality, incest
is common. Child sacrifice is practiced. Genocide is carried out regularly. Brutal slavery is the norm. It is unruly
and out of control. It is, in every sense of the word, PRIMITIVE. £—, 1#S2FREHAMEIEMENTEREIEEE
BB, BE—ESAEBRAR, wR], 1BE, BHFFE, HAZRE, BRREENER. HFREXRBER. &k
WENBEBEEE, BENIEEER., e —EEXATIRANER, FEHE,

This INCLUDES the ancient Hebrews when we begin reading about them in the Exodus. Bt B8#EHHMARA,
{(EndeedeySEt==EeEall el N ekl E N

But God is taking them somewhere. While there is a physical destination, he is taking them toward a way of be—

ing. He’s moving them toward flourishing. He’s moving them toward a life like the one he created them for. 1E2

HMIEEEMPIFR S —EtS . —AEE—EE FNEi, BRtbEFEMME—BEENAR., TS m
R, HEmRMPIRtEAMPIPRRISREE.

So, what we have in Leviticus is a nation of people; some estimate around a million people, who have just been
released from 400 years of captivity, and they have ZERO idea how to conduct themselves. FrAFIERIFREZFE
INR—EENR, BHNEEMLTAME—EEA, H400F 2 XBUSHHEBILR, BT AEEMAZNEE
&

And, if you have zero idea of how to live life, what do you do? You watch the people around you and do what
they do, right? That’s the last thing that God wants for them. 1R REEEZEELETE, MEEEM? (12
BZ ARV AMPIEEREZTTHREMW, F21%7 ERERMERTNEEMUETIAMN,

Which, brief side—note here, is an ongoing reality for the people of God. We do not have our values and desires
shaped by the surrounding society. We are “IN, but not OF” iE481F—10), EEEZIES—EEHNEN—EZIE,
HANEENEENEHEABNABMEEN, BT EEREANABNREHR,

What we have in these four chapters of Leviticus is instruction on how to NOT be like the people in the surround—
ing culture. So, quick summary of these chapters: TEFIREEIENEFAFFIFNEBII AN B R EN KGR EE
AUBRLE ALY A



In Chapter 17, we have specific instructions about what do when you’re out hunting, and you kill an animal. God
says, bring it into the camp, and bring it to the alter, so that | can be a part of this. £ 17&/H, HMEZIENRA
PIEAITRMMRIEE M FHERVRIA, 50, EEFIIRE, FIRE, FRASFEN—BD

Why you ask? In verse 7, he makes it clear. The people are so primitive, so rudimentary in their understanding,
that they might make sacrifices to other gods, while out in the fields. So, God says, don’t do that. Bring it to me,
so that you can see that I’'m a part of providing for you — not these random gods or forces that others Worship.
MR ERIBMAEE? ER781F, MRBEREE., SHNAPEMMIER - ZIENRNRE, UERMFIRIEE
SEFIMESYBARIE, MR, AEEEM, ECBNRE, SEMTERSMERGME, mASIPLEE
EmAanNEMNRMFNHSNENE,

Chapter 18 deals with very specific things around sex and sexuality. It’s important to note, that for these people,
just like for us, there are multiple dimensions to sexuality. 5518ZE &% 914 F0" IEDJE’]EEEE’]$IEO HMEFER
REEN—RE, HRNEFNNEIBEERAFRIIERZERN, MERETHEHERM—1.

In the ancient world, as in the modern world, sex is never simple. It is often connected to other things. Sex can
be about power, trust, pleasure insecurity, intimacy. And it can be about any number of other things £ & FAYTHE
R, MEERAVER X, HIAE—HHENEE. eRBHNBBEEHE. HIUE@NESN, 1T7A, B,
ARk, ERR. ﬁzTL,{EtEﬁ HAith5IRS1EBR,

But sex is always deeply intertwined with our spirituality. The point in chapter 18 is that Hebrew MEN in particular,
in their households, need to be different from the Egyptian, the Canaanite men, and the rest of the world when it
comes to sex. They need to recognize the complexity and live accordingly. M th48 2R RN B E 4 /5185
i, ERIBEPHNEMERBRINBATMFIRRPEEIR LANENSE AP —E, MFFERREE TR
RERNORELE,

Chapter 19, God continues. He talks about revering parents and honoring the sabbath. He talks about not wor—
shiping idols. He puts a social system in place that would care for the poor by telling people to leave some of the
harvest for others to reap from (Ruth and Boaz). He talks about theft, and wages, and legal processes. He talks
about how to reason with your neighbor. f£58198 7, #REIBEEEXBNTLEH., MRIAEHBR., HHEE
HERAMEBIESIRA—ER D B B ARGR I & ARG EREEE BRI A,

And it’s here that we get the second half of the great commandment: t2.27E 542 IS 2RI R AN RIS 50
pa)

Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.”

18- AN, thATERMAENTR, MESANC., HEHMME,

A bit further on, he extends that to the sojourner or stranger among you. Essentially pointing out that your neigh—
bor isn’t limited to the people of your tribe, living next to you, who believe like you do. | think this is good advice
for God’s people — especially right now. Chapter 19 is filled with all sorts of things, and all of them have to do
with how we treat one another. fEfEE—L, #HIEEEHmBERICENMBEEAS £, AEE LIEEHRMANGMER
LIERRRERTMZENFIEREREINAERA, BRSEHHNREE—ERIFNAE, KIEEESNHEAR. &=
19858 7 FNEE, EfERBMUETESRILERE,

Then, Chapter 20 God addresses child sacrifice and few other things, but then makes an interesting point in

verse 22. RETEHE208, HHAPTHANRARZRMSMEMEIESIS, HH228F, HELARRN—F:

Leviticus 20:22 “You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land where |
am bringing you to live may not vomit you out.

22X E EREARNFEIMNETREMATICASE, HHEMLTNE.

We need to hear this. He’s saying, that this is as much for YOU, as it is for me. If you live like everyone else,

you'll be vomited out of the land. FHMFEIRZEMEHE, #EHR, BLERTAARAZATK, EEAMRMES. IR



RIGEMPNE—RINEE, IIEMESEMRITEE,
God wants what is best for them. #EL5 L EFIANERIFH.

And couple of verses later, He continues and says something that | think gets to the heart of why and how people
experiences transformation, without religiosity. Listen to this: TEREKEI 212, MAEERT—2, HRAERAME
(EEI 2 AN el &8 R E R ZUL RO A ap BB L RURZ Do

Leviticus 20:24 | have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and | will give it to you to possess, a land
flowing with milk and honey.’ | am the Lord your God, who has separated you from the peoples. 24{B55[q%E
Pﬁ%ﬁ?@%;ﬁ%&%g, FAMGESERFIE, 26580 F, MMAZIZIRELNRF, FIUBSRGRMAERFESZ, BRI
2 — (RMPIRSH,

HOW do we become a people who are not like other people? Do we make it about the laws? Do we use guilt?
Shame? Fear? Intimidation? Is that what this is about? HfIEixAARREF RNE? SBEEENE, ER2BEBE
SRR, EOVE, 1818, BI? B 2ENELE?

That’s not really that different than anyone else, right? If these are God’s methods, then he’s not different than
other gods. And if this is how we are motivated, then we’re not really like other people, are we? FRtxRIEETLER(E(D
APONRBREA—KT, %7 IRMHNAAERER, BRSOl ERE. NREMANBEEER, K
fEREMIORBRABELA—K, F~20%?

The answer to all of this is resolved in what is being quoted when he tells the people that they would inherit a
land flowing with milk and honey. Let’s look at Genesis 15. IE— IR E R LM ERUBIIRMARAZRIHEE 2
AR, ERMRERIEALEISE,

| want to tell you a little bit about Abram, or Abraham. The history of Abraham starts back in Genesis 12. It starts
with God telling Abram to leave his country. “Abraham — get out. Get out of your country. Leave your people. Go.
Leave your father’s house. Everything that is familiar with you. Go to a land | will tell you about.” And we know,
he did. He leaves, and he’s faithful. EABHERIREIN A/, MEBRIF, NKE., DBAFNKSEAITDE12
BB, B —HEMECOEEROAERAREABENLS, ‘BN EH D EAER: REHERA AL . &
. XR, FERMELE AV E, "BOAMEROEEENT . hEENBSENERRT.

Then God makes this promise to Abraham, he says, “| will make a great nation of you. And out of your descen-
dants will come one through whom all the people of the world will be blessed. #A1&#4A T HRIF BRI B, 1fih
M BAHERAA—EARE, RIRNFRPEE—ERENATR LB ANGRE

God comes to Abram, and chooses him. {HERZ T2 (A FE M B 5% 71,

You’'re going to make you a great nation. {RASA A—1EKE,

And I'm going to bless you. EASREIR,

And here’s why: people will see that something about you is different. I'm going to do something through you...
everybody everywhere will somehow be blessed. That’s the agreement God made with Abram. We call this agree—
ment a: Covenant EEBTEAMEERIRMRN LA 1K, HRBEBMRE—LE, BEBERMLEALHENR
8. B BMNmE. G ERZEESILL.

The word Covenant literally means “To Cut” Which is why, when you make an agreement with someone, some—
times, we say, “Oh, they CUT A DEAL” e It's a covenant. “B#)”" —:ANFEREE Y, EMEATESRERE \Z
pltaRls, BISEFIEER: ‘W, I E TS ER—ERA.

God makes a covenant with Abram. He’s been promised a land, and a people, and the fact that the world would
be blessed through his offspring. L FELTo{AREIIAY, LHEFM TFIES, 1 HEREERERMMNESIE.

But then there’s a problem. It’s a problem that many of us face. God has made a promise, but Abram isn’t see—
ing it fulfilled. And at one point he’s like, “Lord, you say you're giving me a child who will bless the world. We've



been waiting for 25 years. I'm 99”. {82 E—TIEF':E%O BREKMFZ AERMEE, L% 7TIES, BnAmREs
B, BXfv@s: "E, MRIMEEGH BT, BEZFEMEMHR, BMEESFFT25F., #9957,

And so, in Genesis 15, he’s asking, “Will this ever happen?” He has a face to face meeting with God. It’s one of
the most significant passages in all of the Old Testament, and yet it’s one of the most seldom considered. ALk,
FAIEEI5ER, R “ERepiE? ~ thil FFEEE, BEEMEENTREENERz—, BEAREHA/ANN

—E.
Because this is where Abram and God, CUT A DEAL. R A&iE i 0 F BI85

Genesis 15:1-3 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, | am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for |
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have
given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”

At 151-3 EEMER, RMEZERSPAEEHNDMAESR: ZHE, BRAEENE! BI2M

B & W, BDAAMEBR, 2T EBWR: EHRMELM, HERTF, HMEBREER? b B

f%’;ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ%t%@)\uﬂunﬂ SHEMHBXH: MEAEHERT; BEEERFN
2 AR R .

R

God, are you EVER going to fulfill your promises? 7, B&E{THEEIE?

Genesis 15:4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own
son shall be your heir.”

BRIt 544N EXAEHMR: EALTIRABMENEmR; MASFMENT RS IRNER

L]

= hatt

In other words, I’'m going to keep my promises. Don’t give up. ¥29):E:8, B ETHS, R TERE,

Then God does something really cool with him. It’s a picture. And remember, pictures matter to the Hebrew per—

son. AR EHHMM T —HRENSIS. BE2—REH. ZME, BRERHBERAZREEN,

Genesis 15:5-6 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he
counted it to him as righteousness.

Bl ;e 1555-65 R 2 EMERHE, R: a3 XH HETRE, EHETBERE? XEHMR
MU ESTHSENM . 6 BHESEME, BME ¥
God reminds him of the promise. iR EEMIRAIERT,

Genesis 15:7-11And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you
this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am | to know that | shall possess it?”

RIEHES7-N7HMEXEMA: BEMNE, ERMVLTUHENEE, REGEHMB R
DX BEMHMM: THMMEMN, RERMNELTSEMHSEIR? OMA : 1%&'32-%5&
MB4, —S=-FMBLY, —S-FHABYE, —SKHB, —S8BE, OTAMANT
BR, SHER, 9RMEL, —EHE LR, AABEEEH.NEEETE,

EEMBEEHAL, SHBERERHRT

(]

Do you see how real this is? | know God. | know what you said, but | don’t see it. | don’t feel it. | don’t under—
stand. How can | know? {REZIEBZEEF? BHRH LT BAMEGRNEMTE, BHESE., HRELRE, HA
AR, REEZXE?

And, then, what happens next is one of the most remarkable things you will ever read in your Bible. And what
we’re about to see in Genesis 15, is something that we will see throughout the entire story of the Bible. A1, 1%



PREENZFEEAEETERECNGEE <—. BMABERAIEL 5P EINEEFEEE[NENEY.

Genesis 15:9-10 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half.

Bt EC15:9-109fL iR : MAKM—SE=ZFNBSF, - E=ZFNBILF, - E=ZFNLBF
, —EWK, —E%EQ%JOEE{EIF%IMERTC‘EI BRER, 7HRMF, —FHEI-—Fit
B5l, RABREEM.

N

There’s something really interesting going on in this passage. TEiEEXXER, A T —HIEEEEBNEIE
God said, “bring me these animals.” F&:h: “BESLEaRAEFHK .

And Abraham, without being told what to do, starts to cut them in pieces, and he lays them out. Te{HRIF R B E
M2 B, MFEBSSMIIRER, ARESMIREEF.

The question is why? RIZEZ & {HEE?
God hadn’t told him to do this. £ &2 A & HfhiEtE.

God just said, bring the animals. = FRIEIZR, FEIE,

Abraham wasn’t really given instructions. ¢ What is going on? SpRAIFEIR B EIESEIER. * ZIREEE[LOE?
He was doing something that everyone in those days would have known. ff & BFFTHASEIE 2 & FESE A EE

A,

Abram lived not in written culture, but in an oral, story telling culture. THHBEAENAZREE XM, MEEHENRO
AL

Today, you’d have a lawyer, and you’d sign on some lines, and there’d be an agreement around accountability. %

R, BB —REA, TAERETERT, THMEEHERT®

Whenever THEY made a contract and someone says, “You promised me this. How do | know you’ll do it?” SE1

FM=mEREE, BAR: “REEEK. HEEMERSHEN? 7

The way they would do that was by putting themselves in a position where there were consequences for the bro-
kenness of their word. BfIE# M, BFEECENREHSENEHEEERN,

They would act out the consequence of unfaithfulness right in front of everyone. IR E 8912 RS 7EFRE A BRI
WK,

SO, You'd bring a bunch of animals. i, B&% F—EENY),

And you’d saw them in half. T B f&&ZI 7 89—+,

And you’d lay the halves on either side... A& ST EHIERIZ. ..

And you’d end up with a walkway in between. EIRBRESEME 2 B R—&EE

And I'd stand at one end, and you’d stand at the other. X & IL7E—UF, MIRBILER—IH.
And we would declare our commitment of the covenant. I8 SR E I B 4ORIEE,

And then we’d walk between the animals. ¢ WHY? A2 B EF 2 BIERESLE, © AHE?



As you walked between the bloody halves of the animals, you'd be reminded that if you don’t keep your end,
wabWNMMQm%emwmsEﬁ%&ﬂ&m¥ﬁm%@%$ﬁ,@kﬁﬂ,m%Kg%ﬂE,T BEBREL
;D —1x.

If your word is not backed up with your life, then does your word have any weight at all. S1RANEEE RN EES B
AIERMETR, BEGHNREERNIETNES

So when God says, “Bring some animals” Abraham knows what’s about to happen. We are going to make a cov—

enant. AL, & LR TELEEY T, DBAAFESHAMTES - BMEILL,

* This was the making of a contract. *iE2:] L &[G,

And God will be at one end. And I'll be at the other end. ETASERE, HASE R —if,

“God and | are going to cut a deal “ F BMNHKEEM R

But he didn’t see what was coming. (B2 BB RIENAESE LSS,

He would have never imagined what would actually happened next. fi/EEEthABRRIE F ARG B4 (1L,

This is amazing. * BEXK T 27,

Genesis 15:177-18 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your

offspring | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates”

Al it 52 15:117-18 H &E X B, Z‘*—HE’JEFE’]IEE’IE‘%%‘E’JA?E’“%B“‘I’ﬂiﬂﬂlﬂ“‘ - 18EMAB, H
MERSHMIY, H: REBRAGNAS, tEARAIENHRLATZH,

» Now this smoking pot and blazing torch. It sounds really confusing. IRFEX HIR 7 BIEAVIREFIREREMAIERIAGE,
RERREZ.

e What is this? EEk{EEIRE?

* People really struggle to translate these words and understand what is happening here. F &R R T 218 & HIF
O EIEMELEBRFZEAMAMBEIRES THE,

* But here’s what we know. B N2 ME1ER,
e Something appeared. BEERTIR T,

e And the words used to describe it are the same words for smoke and blaze used to describe the top of Mt.
Sinai when God came down on it years later.

B E RRNF M IE A& FR R MR RILTERRBAERIFE.,

* And the same words that were used to describe the pillar of God’s presence that led the children of Israel out
of Egypt. th 2 BENF 8 AREAFTEUEIFREELNEXNIE,

* The fiery cloud of God’s presence. fHEBEIAXEH,
e So, What Abraham is witnessing is the presence of God! Fil, Se{ARE#RERAT R AYIE S MANEEIR,

* But it’s not just the presence of God that astonishes Abraham — it’s what the presence of God DOES. NMEZ
HOERIR R AR, MEHRITEEZEIZNE



* It passed between the pieces. EER——KIBRAIME,

e Instead of Abram walking between the pieces, sealing the contract, and showing the consequences of it being
broken — we have GOD, walking between the pieces, and taking the consequences of it being broken. 25218

BBEE—IRIREA, TR, BRENNER - B, SLHBREAIRIREAM, RETTREENNER.
e This is wildly significant!! E—E2ZMEE,

e See, there are always TWO CHALLENGES with living a faith filled life.

RUItER, BEZBEETMAALEWEE.

e FIRST, there’s the challenge of trusting God. S5—{EHLE 252 51EH,

e Abraham asks, How can | know...? How can | trust? TRHB SR, HEEE. . . ? HEEERE. . . ?
» And then God does this amazing thing. AT N EFYZE

* Do you know what he’s saying to Abraham? {RENEMHIETHEER T (A2

* Do you know what he’s saying to you? fRENE L7 X EIRIREREE?

* | have promised to bless you. To be your salvation, and if | don’t do what | say,

BnaBEaIR. RAMRNKE, WRBMAZITAGEN, R

e May my immortality suffer mortality. FRIKAEESIHH,

e May my infinity suffer limitation. FAIEFRESZRE,

» May my power suffer powerlessness. HHIEEESSES,

» May the impossible become possible. B AWE,

* May | be cut off. May | be destroyed, may MY body be ripped to pieces. :BFALETET, BIRAMRIEER, FHENIES
BB RE

 God says, “THIS. THIS is how you know you can trust me.” £, “#iEtk, EMESREEMERINEER.,
e But if you think that is amazing, that’s not all. WRIRABEEHUNES, BEETEEE,
» Because of the SECOND challenge. Al %&1E%H 55 _@AHkEL,

» The Second, and probably greater challenge to a faith filled life, is ME. 25 _{E#kEL, MEFLLIEBEETMAIALRN
hEEXR, MEEHK,

* “God, you can do your part, but I’'m very aware of who is on the other side of this deal.” &R, “tlf, {R
MIREZMEY, B2, BAMEEBRONS—HE#?

» What if | fail? 2IRILABETFHEED?
» What if | have days when | don’t keep up my end of the contract? R A IEFEEMEIFR A0S EREHIE?
e Then what? #A1&01E?

* You HAVE to see this. {REFEMEN TNE—H,



* Remember that the tradition was that the two parties walked through the two halves. HRFIZ5] BBAIFREESE

H—REBH—D % 85,

e He didn’t make Abram walk through it with him. 8 & AR A Z e B A —iEE® .,

e He went through it a l o ne. #BE— ATBZIM,

* In other words, he’s saying, if YOU don’t do what you say, 435, #HETESHR, WRIRLBMENREERN,
e May my immortality suffer mortality. FRIKAEBESIGH,

e May my infinity suffer limitation. FAIERE SRS,

e May my power suffer powerlessness. HAIEREESE S,

* May the impossible become possible. F B Iz A=,

* May | be cut off. May | be destroyed, may MY body be ripped to pieces. :BERHIETET, ERHEESR, EHRNEIE
BRI

* This is amazing. EEEAAIEEM.
e And, it should sound familiar. MH, BEELREEZ,
 Because THIS is the Gospel. 289, ABEFEEE.

» Even from the beginning, God has been revealing his unconditional love, and showing us, “THIS is how | oper—
ate” BHES, W—EERRMEFENE, MEHFEF, EBMERERILNITN,

* The life that Jesus offers is NOT a cooperative effort. EEBARFNE G EETEEHHER N,
* It's NEVER a partnership. B RN ESTENER.

* God comes through and says, “I will take on the curse of the covenant for both of us.” fERFF, FHEAHFAM
MEFAESRNNERM A,

» Which we see repeated when we fast forward to Mark 14. Bt EFKMAEINEFJBES4ZEEBF/REHMN,

e |t says this: 14E38,

Mark 14:22—24 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them,
and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,
and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many.

Er[{E514:22-24

fthfINZEYBEF R, EREREZRCEHZR, TR, MER, B, R: “GMAEENZ, EBRHENSE", XEEFR, MH
T, BP9, PERIET . BRERER: “ERIILLHMNM, A ARLERN., REESHEM, BFArBBEFET, B
FIEEREEBHBE.,

e Jesus says, ‘I'm creating a new covenant.” BRERsR, “BAEZEN—EFARL, ~

e A RENEWED, or the BETTER covenant. —EE ¥y, HEEFMNA.

e But it’s STILL ME, who takes the responsibility for both sides. {Bie{22H, BEAEHFRIELSR,



* Abraham came, and said, “I need to trust you more.” SR{AEEIAHR, H: “BEEHRBEZMNED,
* God didn’t say, “How dare you!” #2838, “IREEBUEE:R! ~, e No. “A
* He said, Look at my promise. It’s bigger than you. ##:, BE—EHAIRNEE, TERFIRNER,

=

» When this dad came to Jesus, pleading with him to heal his son, Jesus says, of course, if you believe. &—1i

AFRE LRI, ZKEBEREEAMAVR F, BRERR, FILA, REMRBEIE.

 What does the man say? BB iRt EE?

* | think | believe, but help my unbelief. FHBEHREEN, BFERNEL.
 And what did Jesus do? He healed his son. BRER{ T +EE? #8548 T HRZF.

* If you go to God and you say, | don’t know if | trust you enough. MR{REHR, HAMBERETNZEHEE

R

« Or maybe you say, | don’t trust me enough. SEMRERER, HEELATEHEEED.

» What does God say? ##:8 T {EE?

* He will bring you back to the Gospel, and he will show you. #h & (RANEZEAI, HMBLAIRIEL,
* You were lost without me. 2B HIRBHK,

e You were swimming in brokenness without me. JRE BB IS/ BERET,

e And | rescued you out of that brokenness. SEBIEIRUEIIERRRR 2K,

* So, in Leviticus, when he says that there’s this covenant community, he’s not telling them, DO THIS, or ELSE?

FTUA, EAIREEH, EMRAE AN, MASESHRUBIIA, BERNM, SRMRFIZT .
e He’s reminding them of the promise. #27EIREE APt AOEGE

* Remember? L5052

* | made a promise to you, and your fathers before you. FEHRARIRABIAOAE PR,

e That | WOULD CARRY You to this place. IE2BFEET 7 HBIRMIRIEIEE.

e And THAT is HOW we become a people who are not like other people. E—B4iF ESHFIEHEA BN E M ARt
Fo

e [t's this amazing thing called: EMEFTWH  Grace BEL

» And grace, changes, everything. BEBLE T AERBE—1),

e [t isn’t by white knuckling it. &UE 2 SR

e [tisn’t by shame, AREEEF e or fear, REFEEI e orguilt. AEFEEAR

* When the unconditional love of God and his unwavering grace become the operational motivation in our life, it
changes everything. E##AAEENEN A RBNRANSERMARENERER, &1,

* Imagine waking up tomorrow and having a deep, palpable sense of God’s love for you. #81&—T, BAXIR—it

2K, FURAZREHRAVE .



* Imagine how differently you might move through your days. {REZEELFIBETEABNBIRIE—XK.

* Imagine how much easier it would be to forgive? EREEAHERRIIA?

* Imagine how much easier it would be to come to a resolution with a neighbor? EREEARSHHEFFIHE?
* Imagine how much more confident you might be? 1RENEEBIE?

e Or how humble you might be? 2 EiR%E"?

* Imagine how you would treat people? /R & ¥ 1F 3 ABHEARE"?

e If you just knew...deep, deep in your soul, “I am loved by the creator of the universe.” {RE SRR E B 2 12 Hh Al
B, ‘FHEVMNAIEEN, tEERK. 7

* When God’s love, and God’s grace, become the operational motivation in our life, it all begins to shift. E#8Y

BMEMHMAARMNGESRE, BMANEEMRSEMN,

» We. Become. Different. People. Bffi& AT~ — &1 F R,

» Maybe even, a people unlike other people. ZEREMATR—ZENFR,

* You know, we live a low—grace environment these days. {408, IRSHFIETEEANS AHAIRIE,
* There’s so little tolerance for error. IRUNSE/NBILHAZRER.

* Everyone seems to be on pins and needles. B{E A& EFBITITRNEET,

* So many people are doing one of two things: 5% ZRIAEEME—MLS:

23 33

* Either we are trying not to offend, or pointing at other people’s offenses. TEHFVNOLEBZAREBERIA, T2
FEHTRIARIEE.,

» So no wonder, no wonder our perceptions of God get warped. PTUAZEIRI, XIS HRAVIERE S H AT,
* |It’'s no wonder we lose sight of his loving grace. EIXFHFIm 7 HAVEE,
 Which is why | think we need to hear this. Bt ERIERH,

» God keeps his end of the bargain, AND our end of the Bargain. f#{R<F T E—FH89MEME, RS TEHMEHH
1515,

 He cut deal. #3747 7 B4Y,

e And we win either way. ISR T E5m.

* God loves you, unconditionally. fRE{R, B&EFEIRE(R,
e God is for you. #A{RsTEl,

e God is with you. #FI{REE,

» God has you covered. fHA{REESE,

Benediction 12



