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In 1971, John Lennon wrote the song, “Imagine.”1971 £, #1%& {8 AI/E T IR (1814).

It's NOT a Christian song.

In fact, the very first line is:
Imagine there's no heaven
It's easy if you try

ETR—EEBHIH,

FEL T2

BRgEXE

NEMREHANZERES

However, he goes on to write:
Imagine all the people
Livin' life in peace
A, hiEIERE:
HEBE—THRAEMA
BEFBHAE

He longed for all people to live in...peace. Shalom as we might say.
...that he would see an end to the plague of human violence.

...that he would see us share this good world in harmony and wholeness.
Each person flourishes, but never at the expense of another.

LA ABEEFE..... MFE2P, ENFEMATERE, Shalom,

...... thERIANERTEENER.

...... thEFINBRMAMBTE M) ZEERIFHHRA,
BEANMWERBTE LR BABKE,

This is not a Christian song,

but it reflects a biblical longing for restoration and relief from calamity.
ETR—EEBEHI,

BERBRTEERHIREMER KMBEE,

Lennon was thinking thoughts about a hopeful future.
He finishes this way:
You may say I'm a dreamer
But...I'm...not...the only one
FREAEBEFRRFTLEMRRK,
fth 5E HR R :
REREER AT —EASER

He’s right. He’s not the only one.
God has hopes and dreams, too.



And those translate into GOOD PLANS for His people.
fth 2 E A, T E2H——1E,

Mt FMEMSE,

ELME LA TFRIMEIFEL

That’s the name of the series we’re starting today: Good Plans
We're doing a deep-dive into a rich passage in Jeremiah, chapter 29.
EREEMSKXABMRIILIE 1FE1E
BMERRAHRRIRFRES 29 EM—EBEEFMREX

So, let’s start a portion of Jeremiah’s letter: IR EE, E 3 FIBAIRERFI K 80—

For | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord.
They are plans for good and not for evil, to give you
a future and a hope. — Jer. 29:11 TLB

BRFIKE29:11E B - HAERRMMRMFTRMNES X, TERKHEH, ZUR
BREEEEL .

Before we dig into this ripe little verse, we need some context.

Jeremiah is writing to fellow Israelites who are exiled in Babylon.
AERMRAFEESEARA/NFZH, EMAFE-LEEREN. BAREEREREAKIIEL
L IPRERTINE

Why were they there?

A large number of Israelites were forcibly relocated to Babylon

after the Kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem fell

to Nebuchadnezzar II's army in 587 BC.

fto A % EETEARAE 2

FEITATS874, MAETREMERBREAHEMRERM - HMNEKRTER REURI ABRITEEE
et

So, there’s now a large expatriate community of Judeans living in Babylon.
They are miserable.

Elsewhere, the Bible tells us that they don’t even want to go into the city.
They live by the river, homeless and despondent.

Hit, BEA —EREAHWBAGRHEERIEELR.

bR =

EHMM T, BEEHREM whEEFEER,

fufEE RS, BREER, DIEHR,

They are afraid.

They are uncertain what will happen to them.

They dread the future.

M E 18,

M rEETECEREMES,



L FIE AR,

lllustration: When | worked in advertising, | never sold products.
Features and benefits of the those products were important,

but they weren’t the key to people’s hearts.

We always sold emotion.

B EXREESIHRE KERMERER,
BLESNBENEBRREE,

BEEMEFRZITRANDBER.

RMREEEREREY EMNERSE,

One of the most effective selling strategies was tapping into
fear, uncertainty, and dread: REXMBERK 2 —2F A
R, THEEMHMZIE:
“People will love you if your hair and skin are perfect.”
Fear of rejection.
“UNRIMHBEEMEEBRTE, AMAESEIR, ”
S REIER,

“These clothes will make you look amazing.”

Fear of aging, losing one’s looks, being out of step
EERIREEMEEREET .
REHE, BEEFNATATHEEE, FHEXEEH, SHBFLEFMDE,

Those messages come in the back door with a positive spin.
But, sometimes communication is more direct:
“Elect me or your whole life is going down the drain.”
Fear of an uncertain future
ELEEGEREOLEREER, BARREREERM,
BER FREERBERAMEER:
“BER SRR —EHSHERR.”
FIAMZAMETHEEHIRKAER

And it doesn’t matter if the media is old-guard broadcast TV
or TikTok, the strategy still works.
FERIERS B RTHIERBERL TikTok, EEREBHANR.

This is exactly what was happening to God’s people in Babylon.

False prophets were trading on their fear, uncertainty, and dread.
EERBAAEEBHBLEFFRE EME, BRAEMAAMMMEMN. FHEEMZ
They were telling them: This is just temporary.

We’ll be back in our Land in no time.

& ERth - ER 2 ERN.

EMRRAEER ML,

ETR S,



They were offering false assurances.
A false hope.

A false future.

P44t T B R AV EREE S

—{EE RAET

— B EBREIRRK,

This is the reason Jeremiah writes a letter to these exiles.
He wants them to know that the false prophets are...false.
He also wants to encourage them.
EREBAXRBEHRELHRIBEENRE,

B, thEEMMMESE, BLEREMNZ. . B,

ittt 28 5% Bnth P9 .

He has some basic messages for them:
e | know this is hard, but settle in, you're going to be here for a while,
a couple of generations
e God has not forgotten you. In fact, He thinks about you all the time, and His thoughts —
what He imagines for you, His plans —
are good, really good
e God’s not far from you even though it seems like it.
He’s close by and wants you to seek Him
e Those other guys, the “quick-fix” guys, yea, they’re wrong
R4, turEtfEET —LERAR:
BAMEERHE, BRELXETR, MEASESF—KRERH, HEAHAK
EHFREGRM FEL t—ERBER, B E—tERHnEG, thnitE—RIiF B
HI1R5F
EHEREHRA &R, EBEFERMNL,
fth B TE R, FHEMRET M
iR, AREESER, MLEMREEZRIMA, 89, ST

That’s a very...quick, 30,000-foot summary of Jeremiah 29

Let’s dig into that second point, about how God thinks about His people.
ERMAKRE 20 FEM—EES..... R, K:Z 30,000 ERUHEE
FHMEAFHELR, BNAEHFENTR,

The NIV Bible puts it this way:
NIV R 2 E RN

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” — Jeremiah 29:11



BARZZOMBMER ZFMEEXZAMMAFTARNESTEH TR
XKPEHWEZ EUMRMAREAEREL.

e
o
&
A
fim
®

This is one of the best known, and least understood verses in the Bible SE 2RI HRERL B &
RS ERMIRXZ—,

Listen to what God is saying collectively to them:
| know...
| have...

R E MR AEE: FAE. ... B2E.....

Those are emphatic statements.

God is revealing something significant about Himself.

Even when it doesn’t seem like it...

...our lives are NOT what we want them to be...

...God is thinking about us:
His thoughts and intentions incline towards our GOOD.
He sees — He imagines if you will — GOOD plans for us.

ELEMIARANRL, EFEBREARGECH—LEESFE, AFEEFLUTRMEER. ...
...... EMMETERREMAFENRF...... ... LHEHERSEM: B BENEEHZR
ERMIFERE. BER—NMRIFEE, AURE—ARMEHHEIFES,

Does this mean we get a pass from hard things in life?

No.

Remember, God says this to people who’ve been ripped from their homes.
They're exiles. They’re refugees. They’re homeless.

EREEREZFHMEHGEFTHHIRYE ? 1. Ficld LHHBPLEEEMAREMARELEE.
2R TE, MR#HE. thfIRKRAIR,

mER—EMt R EEHRESHEM, MERMEEIZRTFH,

Story: A few years ago, | was leaving a Starbucks in NW Portland
after a morning coffee meeting.

BE RER, REFRSEAILRHNERR

B EmBEEEERE,

| noticed a young man who was clearly living on the streets.

I’'m not proud of this, but | was in a hurry to get to my next appointment.
| walked by him without interacting.

IR —EAFEABEREETL,

&i’f‘ﬁl&tﬂziﬂ BE, BEREZFEBNT—E&K,



Hitthe2ER, REEAED,

The Holy Spirit said, “Go back and buy him breakfast.”

Honestly, | didn’t want to. I've had bad encounters with people like him.
But, | did it.

EER BXRHMERRE,”

ZER ETE, HTHAMERM AT BT ITHESE,

BE, EHAT,

| went back and invited him to join me for breakfast at Starbucks.

As we ate, he told me some of his story.

He was a musician who’d gotten addicted to heroin.

He was clean, just out of rehab, but he didn’t have anywhere to live.

He wasn’t upset to be living outside.

He told me that if he still had his guitar — he had sold it for drug money
— he could make decent money on the streets.

BREEZHFLNE -—EEZEBREZER,

IZER RO BF{R, fhERFEE T —EMAIEE,

ftb 2 —Hi iR E LB TER.

fthfREziE, MIERE, BigHAE,

fth i FREESEMERINTR,
fth & ERH, MRMEH S MAIEE
—fth AT AT 7 B BR B R A 8%,

HmEREERIEMERET

At one point, he asked me why | helped him.
| told him that God asked me to do it.
Rk, AR ATEEE M,

ARt E B L TR E R EEMA.

“God!” He said. “He hates me.”
‘BRI MhER. “fhiRFE.

| asked him why he believed that.

He told me that all through his life, he’s felt like an ant.
He said God, was like a kid with a magnifying glass
using the sun to burn him.

o fth A&+ EEARIE E — B

th &R, it — £, HBFECSHR—EBE,
fthiR L7, B —EEZRREHETF
RAXBRA G

That broke my heart.
| told him that, at least, God saw that he was hungry and fed him.



He shrugged.
SERBLEE.

CEERfth, EAEHRFRMET, BERED T R,
thEER,

| went on to tell him that | had an old guitar.

It was my daughter’s first one and she didn’t use it anymore.
It wasn’t very good, but it was playable.

| asked if he wanted it.

EEESRFMEE—IEES .

ERBRXRMNE—@E hABEARAE T,

MR 2R, BE LU,

EEMEETERE,

He brightened up considerably and said, “Sure.”
| told him that I'd bring it to him.
We agreed to meet back at that Starbucks...
I wish | could tell you that this story has a happy ending.
| can’t. | don’t know if it does.
fth AR K%, 30 “ERTLL,”
CE Rt EEIEERRML,
M EERREERRMA......
BEERESRTEEREREARTNER.
AR, BTFMERTFZEK,

When | came back with the guitar, he wasn’t there.

| waited, then drove around Northwest looking for him.

I never found him. | have no idea what happened to him.
SEEFESTHEIRE, hFE,

BREFE ARFEETRILSHM,

B HLREM, EAMEMBET HESE,

But, | know this.

For a brief moment, that man experienced God'’s thoughts about him.
He knew that God wanted something better for him.

There was a better plan, a good plan, and it could be his.

BE, EHEE—B

EME—BME, BEANGED T aEhEE,

fth %08 £ FF R E R th PRI R A,

F—EREIFEE, —EiFMEE, FEM, MEHLEES M,

“For | know the plans | have for you...”

‘RAaTMERL AR EEE...”



There is comfort in knowing that God knows the good plans He has for you.
That they include a hopeful future.

Pastor Bo said this a couple of months ago:

“Jesus has already been to your future and back.”

038 R84 R AT BRI SE AT AL B, SR IRRREIR L
EfS2ERRELERE,

ST IR AM 7L 2 M A AT H AR B B 58 S I iR SR 1B SE AR B EE

“ERERE R R BIRMIR KT HEGF X BRI, "

He knows what lies ahead.

He cares about what’s out there.

He has plans to address what’s coming your way.
What are those plans?

b ERTEE R EHEE,

fthE DN ERSE,

fth &+ 51 2 3R AR BN & FI| HO R RE .

BB ?

“..plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

M EEIEREEMAZEEMR,

TR IR ERAIR K,

That word “prosper” here is key.

It's translated from “Shalom.”

That part of the verse could read: “...plans to “shalom” you...”
SRR EER 2R,

E 2% “Shalom" :E @ kM,

EETRE X HE — B AT LAE 4 ... 5T &l 'shalom {R......”

Shalom is the underlying principle of God’s covenant with His people.
It means the peace of wholeness, completeness, and harmony.
Jesus often used the greeting "Peace be with you." (Matt. 10)
FREwHEMTFRIFMHEKRRFRE,

EERSTE, T, MEMINE,

ERER % AT REMRFI T R ERMREIREE. (K10 F)

God describes the ideal way of living in a relationship with Him as “peace.” £ 7 #5 E2 #1 22 37 B %
HEREFARERATFIE]L,

Paul says as much in Romans 5:1.
“..we have peace (shalom) with God through our Lord Jesus Christ...”
RECEBE 51 hEER.



‘. HAMEE B AM R E EREREE B A 4T (shalom) ..

The exiles in Babylon could not see this.

It was too far away.

All they had was the pain of their loss.

They felt like ants and God was holding the magnifying glass.
B2 E B MBI A B R EIE — B,

EEEAET .

IR R MR R R ERANEE

b fIR BT E K, M LELFEZRKER.

But, God...

But, God could see the good plans He had for His people.
He had thought about them.

He envisioned their return to the Land promised to Abraham.
He saw Nehemiah rebuilding Jerusalem

He saw the Second Temple, rebuilt in all its glory,

...shining white limestone and gold that could be seen for miles...
BE, L£7F...

BERZ, EHAILUEIANNFRATETEMETFTE,

i A5 @ 4tk 4F9 .

fth 5% 48 4t 479 51 B FEEF 4G EE (R L FE RO £ 30,

fth & 2 E A K EZERBRMS

thER T EEZRMNE _ERMIEE,

...... FIRZEAMBRAREMER, BREBEZNHMEEFE...

And God knew that Jesus — God in the flesh, God with US
— would one day come and replace that Temple

...with something even more beautiful.

Jesus would send His spirit, to be with us and in us.

MELE M EE M E S HRHM . 2K —ERAS A, HEXMAREE

— A REMAMEER, AHMAORERE, RRBEE.
...... EREXEMRA,

MFEEEtmBERRMREEERMER.

That's what it means to “prosper.”
That's a good plan.
ERRTERINER,

ER—ERFAE S

Some people will tell you that this verse means something else.
| want to be careful here.
| don’t want to hate on anyone else’s faith...



...but they will offer you two unhelpful ways to understand

...and embrace what God is saying here.

FEASHELREXNEEAR, TUAR, SHRREHEXMRMVER FRHER,
HEEEE/NMD—BL

BAEBRAMAREM......

...... Bt EgamiREmEERMEZAX, EEXIRHRES R, UBRMWERE
...... i 5% E A SRR AR ROEE

They will either over-personalize it.
BEAEZLGIEEBEMEME,
Or, under-personalize it.

&, THEMRIE.

We can read God’s reassurances and map those onto OUR ambitions.
We can feel like we have the right to dictate what “prosper” means.
We can construct an overly personalized set of expectations

...and be crushed under their weight when they fail to materialize.
This reassurance from God about “prospering” is not a cheat code.
Ao LAB 3 £ E R FE RS, jtﬂ-rﬁﬂ"ﬁfﬁ 1FZMaEa L,
FEERMESEMAEBREIERINEE,

FeTLLEE— Eiﬂﬁ"ﬁ)&mﬂ’]ﬁﬂ*ﬁ

...... EEMREELRN, HEREMNEERES,

EHEHTEKIMREBIL TSN,

Thinking of it that way is small ball.

God is up to much bigger things in the world.

Nothing less than. “...on earth as in Heaven.”

EREMNT,

J:#“Tﬁﬂzﬁﬁiiﬁtkﬂ’li MR IFETEITER ERLEREME,
BREAMEREL, “(WHER) . A LEHMBEXRE—K.”

When God tells the exiles that He thinks about them

...and has good plans for them,

...those plans include Jesus and the redemption of His world.
The horizon on those plans is breathtaking.

& LS AR IR R A thBR Dt 4R

...... it At P %I E T R4FEIET S8,

...... —ltbnJrilJ’E%Hﬁﬁﬂuiﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ’]*&ﬂao
BUEHBMNAIRTAEE,

But, if we look too far off.. B a1 R FH M AEERK,
..if we fail to see that God cares about us, i1 R EK ;2 BB X @ H EFMEZE,
...in our present moment, FAEIR7E, AR



...we also fail to adequately understand Jeremiah 29:11. B Mth @ Fae & EIBAR IR FI K Z29:11.
We under-personalize God’s word to us. 5& 7t & R iR A 1L IR AR AV EEEE

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 7£ & LI 5)IfF, HRERIZ I,
“Why worry? Your Father in Heaven knows what you need.” "{a] w» & J& ? {R{M7E K A9 2 %0 & R 1M
I O

He also said, “Seek first, the Kingdom of God...” {hiE:%, "EE SR, #AYEH--
Seek first. £EZK-,

Not “only,” ...but “first.” I Z/E&, MELE,

Making God’s Kingdom your foremost ambition, SZ 88 AL & R & HIEE,
...doesn’t preclude other ventures. iR Bt E £,

Listen to God’s instructions to the exiles: BRBFIKEEERTE L 2 MNULER, EHMBFHERTH
BMRTRIETR:

“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have
sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so
that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into exile. Pray
to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” — Jeremiah 29:5-7
RFKREISMMEEEEFEFEEP . HEHEREFMEN,

26 ZFEALERL AMPNRERFEEZ FMMANTREBENERER EHELE
ERMREFAERL 29.7THEFEMMBEBINNRHE MMEZELABHEKRFER AHB
WEERNERLABREETR MACEESER,

Build. Plant. Eat. Marry. Reproduce. Thrive. Pray. i, $#&, Iz, 18, £ &, E&%. i85,
Be a source of shalom. A AFFAIRER,.

These are near-term objectives.;E L &8 2T HA B 12,

These are personal. i& £ &% 218 A B4,

They happen in homes and neighborhoods. E % A E REMtE,

They are supposed to happen among the Exile’s enemies. © 1M th FEE% 5 4 7 7 1= & FIERA b
Fﬂﬁo

That's a whole ‘nother sermon about loving your enemies. 8 @ A — BN SR AEE,

If God is saying to the exiles, “Do these things,” and He is,
...He’s also saying He is going to be part of them. Blessing them.
Each neighborhood. Each home. Each person.
MEMHEBBAINGR MBELE, MLEER,

...... fth 32 58 fth A A 2 AP HO — EB 42 . AR

BEHE. K. BA.

Somewhere between over-personalizing God’s good plans



...and under-personalizing them is a sweet spot.
It's a place that’s ripe with both trust and tension.
NTRBEEAME EFEFHEZH

...... HEMETEANMEEER —BERENRE,
ER—EFRREEMEBREMMT,

Maybe one day you'll eat,

...but the next day you won’t get the guitar you were offered.
HEF A —XRIREIZE,

...... BE-XIFMEFE AMIRHMAHTHT

Maybe one day, God will use you to meet someone else’s needs.
Maybe you'll be full of redemptive ideas about how this will play out.
They’ll be a blessing. We’'ll share relationships and healing.
HFAE—X, LHFEEAMERTREINANTE,

MRS EHENERTMMBNRE,

1% B —1EHE . KPR ZRERMEE,

Then, poof.

You're left there all alone.

Riding around with a guitar in your car that no one wants.
Rk, K.

fRE B — ANBERE,
BIHE-RREAEENTHIERR,

You see, the trust lives within the tension.

It can.

It has too in a world that still waits for its final redemption.
| don’t know any other way to be a Christian.

RE, EEHFERERZD,

ALl

E—@%E%ﬁf—"rﬁi&ﬁﬂ’]ﬁﬁqﬂ EH i,
BTRMEERHEEMA X TURAEERE,

Can we do this? F M LIS BEMIS 2
Yes. Together, we can.2#], —#&2, FHMaILL,

| have a few practical thoughts to offer you as we close. ff &fEREHRE—LE
%,

First, hold your ambitions loosely. B 5t, BEEHFIMMMEE,
Don’t cling so tightly to how you think things should go
...that you fail to see God’s hand in where they’re actually heading.

30k
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FEARERIRDASFEERZNAEE
...... MMEFI EF 2 FEMMEEZRMMTA,

Second, develop a holy imagination. £, % E#HEMNESR

There’s really only one way to do this.

Let the stories of God’s faithfulness saturate you.

Read them. Listen to them.

Talk with others about them.

Invite the Holy Spirit to re-order your imagination around God'’s faithfulness.
Never let the Enemy tell you that your future excludes God.

He will try.

BR ERBF-EAERLUSEIE—F,
ELFEENRERRIR,

RIEEEM. fffiR.

ERH fth NEXERE

BEESEEREMNEEETRBMIER,
KBFEZBHMA TR, MERKHRT L7
thEEHM,

And last, carry one another's burdens. (Gal. 6:2)

Sometimes you have to pray and believe for someone who just can’t.
Sometimes you have to be the trust that lives within their tension.
&, BHEAEER, NIKXE 6:2)

BRI A A TR R MBI AFTISFIARIE

B, MM ARR A MERREZHIIER.

Would you please open your hearts to the possibility that
...God wants you to surrender to His good plans

..in the ways I've just described?
nﬁ1’]’ﬁﬂtF‘a$JrL,\H@$§£1;$ﬁ<E’J‘I“"'li
...... EEHLIMBIRNHAIELTE S
...... RBEBY ERAR ?

Our team is going to lead us in a response song.
Embrace this as Jesus leads you.

If you want to kneel, kneel.

If you want to stand with your hands raised, do so.

If you want to sit quietly and think or pray, that’s fine.
BB A FE R IIE—H R EIRE,

= ERER T PRIRES, HEILE—Bh,

BHERIE,

MR EBEFUET, FHEKM.

MR ME R L ZEREL IS, BLE=E,



I'll come back up after to pray with you. 3 & [B] 2k F1{R — &2 4775

Bl

EREFEE EMURKZERMER, FTTR, TRARR WRARIEERRAANEERES,
REEABEY, FHRMEREE, KEEMAND. E2EHMOENER, RERBHMPBALREE,
LR, FithER, TAMBEMAR, (REEHM, TRAKN, BETEIR UBF2H, WM,



