Leviticus Week #1 “God in Search of Us”
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Message 12

Today we are beginning a new series in the Old Testament book of Leviticus. &Kk, HMREBE—EFRTYI, BN
EQPIFIRE,

There’s an idea, or this statement I've heard a lot over the years. People regularly speak of ‘finding’ God. iELE4E

KIE TR AMPIRAAFI e E"H,

Could it be that we don’t find God, but that he finds us? Think about where we are and who he is, and isn’t it
more likely that God is the one finding US?
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When that happens, when you start to see it that way, and we let that paradigm shift the way we see our lives,
changes. You'll look at the Bible and you will see things in entirely new way.

For example, Instead of seeing the Bible as a book that explains who God is, you’ll see a book that unpacks the
experience of people as they discover the God who is searching for THEM; revealing himself to them. &&FIALA
EREANERE, E8NERMETERNAN. REBNEMNANEEREE., tbhH, MABREERLEEMRENE
HN—AE, MEBBIER—ASE, BRAT AMZRMESHMAFMIEM B SBUREMHF, NUREEERERE .



And when THAT happens, some of the most confusing and mundane biblical texts to come to life, as we discover
God, searching for us.

EFR, —ErERAR ARRMENELESEESWPNE, RAHBMEIR T HESHIA,
That brings us to why we are jumping into a series in Leviticus. EM EHAERIBTIRECEERIINREA,

Now, for those of you who aren’t familiar, a bit about Leviticus: It is an entire book dedicated to rites, rituals,
and sacrifice. | jokingly described it last week as ‘the place Bible reading plans go to die’. Some of the most ob—
scure, often misquoted, verses in Scripture are pulled from the pages of Leviticus. It is strange, and foreign, and
bloody. It's why some people perceive the Bible as obsolete, or Christianity as archaic. ¥ BFLEREER) R EDIEA
WA ER—AE2ctEe, BEXARMENS. B ERRMASERA S EARE I TAMmE ", BEEP—
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BUT...what if this seemingly irrelevant text is actually revolutionary and alive?
B, NREENEMNSEER LET2/EEEREGY, BEEEKIE?

See, this is a story about a God who is searching for us. And when you realize that, you discover that nothing
about that story is cold and dead.

This book opens up entirely new ways of understanding who God is. It challenges. It changes.It breathes new life.
Which is why, for the next several weeks, we will be diving into its depths.
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First, you can look at book like Leviticus, on the surface, without the context, and make all kinds of assumptions
about what’s going on - but it’s not until you get the full story that you really see what’s really happening.

B5%, (RAILAERE L FXHIER MERE LBNRGCERS, THEENSHMESRRR, BERERBAER T BH—E
TENNBNRR, FTEERETREAZENSIS.

Second: Pictures or Images, are powerful. They're valuable. They are Worth...a thousand words. It’s fascinating
to note that Eastern Cultures are very image, or picture, oriented. Eastern cultures lean heavily on symbols, and
even rituals, that tell a story. And often times when words are used, they are are used to paint a picture. Western
Cultures, by contrast, are very word or logic oriented. So, in an Eastern culture people might try to explain some—
thing complex by pointing at something and saying “look at that — and see what it reveals.” Where in the West,
we develop outlines and arguments.
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e |[f something is complicated, we use lists, and lots of words, and logic, to try to explain it. But, in the East, they
just use Symbols.

MRBIBRER, HAASXMESEMRINR, RENEDNBERECBEE., B2, #HRA, MASERRR.

This is important because Bible comes to us from an Eastern way of thinking. Which means the bible leans heav-
ily on pictures and symbols that tell a story. EEREER, AARKKEBRANELEL., EEKREELHEBEE
A AIRFIRARE RIS



This idea, alone, will fundamentally change the way you read the book of Leviticus. Now you’ll read this book,
and you’ll see these rituals and symbols, and instead of seeing them as an instruction book, you’ll see them as
a picture, pointing to something else. Which then means you start asking new questions: Like, what is REALLY
happening here? Or, What is God REALLY teaching here?

BEER S IERA LIV BEREBANIARGC EN AN, RE, GIGEELS, BEIBLEEAN/IR, TR EFIR
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Now, let me give a little history of this book. Leviticus is the third book of the OT. It is the third book in a group
of writings called the Torah. But where it falls, in the writing in of the OT is critical to understanding why it mat—
ters.

B, BREENG—NEASNEL. MRCEENNE=FE., ERFEETHNE=FE., cAENSTHNUEIR
F%‘%'WEQIE%EEE%IE EFHEEN.

The first book, Genesis, details the origins of humanity and their relationship with God — and — we are introduced
to: A God who is unlike other gods.

Who is forming a people who are unlike other people. It’s here that we meet Abraham, the father of Judaism, and
the generations that followed. We discover there these are people who are to live with God differently than the
rest of humanity. £—7AF (BItt4c) FENE T ABRERREESRER, SEEF 7THEE: REEMEAENE
#, TEE—EREMATEN—HFEA. TER, HMER TEAAZRDEUFNMAEN., T EEIELE A S
EERH N EM ARG

* Then we come to Exodus. In Exodus we get critical details that relate to Leviticus.

For over 400 years the people of Israel have been living in captivity — slavery — in the land of Egypt. 430 years.
Generation after generation.

* They’'ve been hostages to this nation. AR PRI HIR Kic. EHIR KPR EFNRCAIFEEANERMED, Y
BZER, UBIAR—EAFEERRIERNEF, 430F—RAX—K. MBAEETEREREZR.

e Then, they are liberated.

 That’s the story of Exodus — they leave Egypt and are headed for the promise land. The problem is, these peo—
ple have never really lived life on their own. They’ve been living in Egyptian culture. They’ve lived watching how
THEY do things, which means that how they eat, how they dress, how they do every day things, ® are basically
Egyptian. AND, most importantly, it has also defined how they relate to God.

The Egyptians related to God, or the gods, the way that all of the people of the earth did during that time period.
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* And central to this was the use of sacrifices. All kinds of sacrifices, to endless numbers of gods who are fickle
and temperamental. The people of Israel were immersed in Egyptian mythology.

BRI ORI RN, ERREESENENREARERERSNNN, e ASOER RIS
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» SO, when we open the book of Leviticus, they are in the desert. ® They’ve recently escaped Egypt. And they’re
now learning how to live. And, for the FIRST TIME, they are discovering the God of their fathers — this God who
is searching for them. This is a God who is DIFFERENT than other gods. Who is shaping a people who are unlike
other people.



B, ERFITRMRCERSER, N AEEEFS, MMAmTlss 7k, mfPREEAESEWELEE, ME, B
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And we see this, in the first moments of Leviticus. Look with me at verse one of chapter one: B FERIFRECHFEEF
1IREE TIELE,

Leviticus 1:1—2

The Lord called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and
say to them, When any one of you brings an offering to the Lord, you shall bring your offering of livestock from
the herd or from the flock.

F 2k &2 1:1-2 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)

THMERGSAMIFWNETD, AR

2MEMUNBIASR: RPAPEAEBEARMDGEHNE, EXFEFEHERABRUEEALMHEY.

« This word, ‘offering’ is an interesting one. Its’ the word “t4)" EE:IERE#, AEHBRXPZ2IEET

Korban 7]

* Now, this word has dimensions to it that go beyond our understanding of the word offering. ® When think of

offering, we think about passing plate in church, right? But the Hebrew word for offering carries with it a deeper
meaning, which includes the idea of DRAWING NEAR,

R/, EERAEGBHEMANERNERNER. AR, RSB EHENFRR, HIF? EE/AKE
N ER —fwm A ERENEE, HPEE "R’

So, we might read this, this way: “if any of you wish to come near to me...here’s what you do”.If you want to

Rk N2 g

DRAW NEAR to me. FEltt, FAFIRTLAGHRREIE: “NRMRMPHRETLK. ... MREEKM, ~

* \When you meet someone who says they haven’t found God, or that the are searching... They are saying, they
haven’t come near to God, yet. FTA, EfUEEIEARMPIER2EHE®, EFEEAS. ... MFAEERER,
BRERIIME,

* But notice this: When God says, “if any of you...”Way back then, God says, ANYBODY.

BREIRE—: @R “MRAPNECA......", BEIRK RS, EFaA

* From day one, God says, Anyone can come near to me and have a relationship with me. i€ —KE, 7R,
ERIAEB AT AT Bl B FR B AT R

But here’s the catch:

People, inherently, understand that there’s something broken about us. In fact, | never have a serious conversa—
tion with anyone that doesn’t admit that at some level, humanity, this world, has brokenness, in it. And there are
days when you know this more than others. (B2 A EEE: AMEMAMERMEFEE—LHE, BFEL, FERE
BENE I —EAE—ERENR RPN ERABIEE M R EEREN, BRHMRIEEMIORHMERRMEERIE—H.
The Jews had words for this FEELING.

There are two words we'll see a lot through this text: JEA A B ZFIRIEIR R EERE :

Tum’ah B35/ Tahor 12&

Tum’ah is unclean or unholy. EIEE N ERF AR,

Tahor is clean, or holy. EEZRIFFEZMN,



They know they are unclean.

They realize God is Tahor. You want to get close to God, but something gets in the way. It’s called brokenness.
Imperfection. Or as some would say, Sin. So for these people, something needed to be done.

fitffIxEE SR F. MAISHEIMEERR. (MEREIM, BhEEEE. EMARKE, BRIk, =&, FI,
HRBELEAN, FEM—LESIE,

* So, if that’s you, you were to bring an animal from the heard, or the flock. ElLtt, WMRIBZIR, RMEBMRIRAOLE
BEF RPN,

Leviticus 1:3
3 “If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the
entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the Lord.

FJ K &2 1:3 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
SN EYWENSFETABER, MEAEEMOBR—ERBRENLASGS, IUNEHRNETD R
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Why Meat? Well, Meat was a precious commodity. BTEEZEREIR? RAESMESREE2ENYR,

So God says, “l want your best — | want the good stuff.” WHY? It’s like God is saying, “| want to know that this
cost you something.

e And why do want it to cost you something?

* Because | want to know that this relationship, you, and me, together — matters.’ ﬁﬁLM%‘;{ “BE(R E’jg—t}ﬁ’]
ZFM%WEJ% “BEMR LENREMRY EAEN., ATEEMEAE? RAREMEESRNKNEER, $HEEE
M, 7

* S0 you bring the best thing you've got. FEItt, 1RERL IRV B P RIFN,
e And then verse five says this: ZA12 B R ENR:

Leviticus 1:4—5

4 He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for
him. 5 Then he shall kill the bull before the Lord, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the blood and throw the
blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

K 7R &2 1:4-5 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)

AMMERFEBEMNEL, BRERRMN, AMHEIFE.
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* So there’s this tent area. Wooden alter, and fire outside, all times. And there would be a priest.

The priest would be there to meet you and help with you. The idea was that this priest, who’'d done all of these
thing to get ready to help you, with all of your brokenness and regrets and humanity. And the priests entire job
was to help you with your sacrifice, and hold the animal so that you could do what verse 4 says...put your hand
onit. MM BEERER, RAROKE, EEN, EE—ERE)., RISEIERMILSIREHEER., EMURSM
THEEBELEES, EEBEEHEBRIOWRE, &8, AM. =582 T2 B BNR BVR, fthIMEENY), DUER
FILAMZERSBARREEM. ... IEFRELE.

* This is where we encounter this word: E#EFMBE1E1E5T

Atonement B8



. The word atone means to cover up. And the idea was that a person was placing their sins on the lamb. “BEJE”

BFrEEZ., —EARBCHNERERFS L,

e It’s generally believed that at this time, when you laid your hands on the sacrificing animal, that you would
probably say some sort of prayer, Com‘ess certain things. Some scholars believe some of the psalms are records
of those prayers. BE R4, B, BEHFREEM LS, EOIEEES, ARELESE., LBERARELSR
=N

EEENESEE .

Leviticus 17:1
11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your
souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

F 2k 52 17:11 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
11%5%#%5’]/_:EHDE?—JIUEP HIEEMBALMRM, IUEELAMRMNAEGETE, HIIE
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So God says here’s the deal. In the way that I've set it up, the blood of the animal becomes a substitute for your
own blood... The idea is that the animal gets what you deserve. So you would come to the temple area...and lay
your hands on the animal, and

confess your sins.

FE, #IEHRME, BYNMAI NSRBI BHERAZRASIEREYS L. Hit, MRER.... EF
EQE%B#%%’J:, u/L,\ElEo

And the Hebrew word that talks about placing your hands, literally means to LEAN on the sacrifice.

You would LEAN on the lamb.You would put your weight on the lamb.

AAFEPRFEFANFAREERERY L. MMIEEERY L, BRNEERERFS L.

Leviticus 1:6—9

6 Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces, 7 and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on
the altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8 And Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the
fat, on the wood that is on the fire on the altar; 9 but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the
priest shall burn all of it on the altar, as a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

# 5k 52 1:6-9 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
BAMAEBERNEBEBSHN KL, }Eﬁém’-ﬁfﬂﬁiﬂi .
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» And if you think about this scene, in all of its goriness, | think at this point you’ve separated the people who are
serious about their brokenness. If you're standing there, with this priest, up to your elbows in blood, you know
you re serious, right? No one does this passively 1R ERBG— T EEMMNIGE S, HRABRFIRRE&FREE

FHEEERENAMDBRERT , MRMFUGEIRR, MERES—E, FRNSESWEED. M—E2REM0, HIF? =2
ﬁ ABHREMEIER—ESERZF,

Why is God interested in this sort of thing? Because God is NOT interested in passive pursuit. He's not looking
for people who are passionate and actively pursuing him, in the same way he pursues us. ATEHEEEEEIR?

A M RE e R R RER, MERBDRRELRIBERIIA, REEEEREM—E.

* |s God specific about the system for approaching him? e Anyone sense a strong sense of order? But that might
cause you to wonder, Why does he do that? Why is God specific? In fact some people really struggle with Bible
and Christianity because of this. ¢ So WHY?



HERT R ERIFE MENREENIG? MEASREREBIRFR? TrEER, WA EERME? SHERE
LERRRENEE? BRLE, BEAERASBEMARENEEH LEEIL. BRREB=ERE.

First, because he’s different.

* People had rituals...this wasn’t new. These were primitive people coming out of primitive cultures, and God is
meeting them where they are at. He's using what they know, to tell them who he is.

* God says, “Oh, you want to come NEAR TO ME?”
e |f that’s the case, then let’s be specific.
» He's distinguishing himself from the pantheon of gods and myths that were driving people’s behavior.

B, ABER—&KN. AMEEDN. ENEMEY. PIUMBLENSIIARKERIEXXUHNRIBA, MM
RO 5 ELth PIARIE ., 1A M FIPARERIR PO R SER D FIMb 25k . #5R: "MRIMMBEFEITTR, MBEBEREM, I
EBSRVERIR . 1A B CERARLEHEB A FIT RAOBItR D FIZE

Second, because he’s interested in US. Up until this point, people had been living these desperately insecure lives
around their deities. There were no rules.

There were no structures. And these fickle gods changed on a whim, which created latent Insecurity.

So God looks at this and says, “What would it be like if you live confidently? What would it be like if you could
actually KNOW where you and | stand?”

What if | was so specific that when you walk away from that alter, you KNOW that you and and are GOOD? &

R, AR, IR, APERMANGREEBEALZEZN, RBERA, REEHE, BLEEAIMH

BEREBEER, MEL TBENIARZER, MNEEZE[IERR: "NMRIRAIUBEAE, BB A—K? MRIRA
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He's interested in us. He sees the guilt and shame that people just naturally feel, and he says, “What if | could
liberate you from that feeling?” He's specific for US. BEI/0FHF ., MERAMBARAZREINELFEIR, MR ‘W
REBENITERB HRBHBURIR? " 1A A MG mERS.

Third, he’s specific because he’s pointing to the future.

£=, ZNAR, 2EAfhIEERRK,

The first human beings, Adam and Eve, sin. And they step outside of God’s boundaries.

And God casts them out of the garden of Eden. Once they sin, they are no longer pure or perfect. And we read
that Adam and Eve, they are feeling Tum’ah. &FREIASE, EMEEILIE, MFVLIREDL THER. HCMHFIE
tFEEE. BAIEHE, HAAEEAFEREN, RMEIDEMEE, MMEERZER (TVRF) .

Genesis 3:21
21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Bl tf 52 3:21 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
QMM EMATENMEFEREFERRAEEMZF.

« What does clothing do for you body? e It covers your body. XIR¥t B EEEHEIER? RIDEZSEE,
As soon as Adam and Eve sinned, God took this animal in order to cover them. The SKIN, the Bible says, covered

their shame. God covered their shame. T2 2 EFIPIR1E, MEREFYRBEELEEE., BEEHR, R HEZ TMMNE
ih, ®iBETMMEL.,



e And if you were Adam and Eve, you watched as this went down.

* As that life was taken, you would have known what they knew. That animal got what | deserved. W B, WR{RE
DEEE, RMEIE—EL, ENMELEGREER, MIZEALEMMAAFERN, IPEEZ T HESN,

» Then, if you move to Exodus. There’s this intense scene where God is going to move through the land of Egypt
with judgement, and he tells the people of Israel, something very specific.

* | you want to survive this judgment, and here’s what you need to do. | want you to sacrifice a lamb, and sprinkle
it's blood on the doorposts of your house, and | will pass OVER YOU. £ R KecH, BE—EBZINEGHE, HEE
K, #ERUBIIR, IFEEENMMAZMNSIE—RRIREREREH, EMEIIRTERMMN. MERH—EF
%, EENDBEMRRNPIE L, EEIGSEHBIRER,

e That’s where we get the term — ‘passover’. B 2 FIFTRAT “MALET",

And, When God sees the blood of the lamb it was a sign of faith. TH, E#EZIEFNMMEE, EE—@EE00E
=t
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And, in that moment you knew, that the lamb got what you deserved. M B, 7EAMEARFZI, RAERFES TIRZES

B,

e There is a Progression: With Adam and Eve — there was an individual sacrifice. When Israel was in slavery in
Egypt, they experienced the passover — where a lamb

was sacrificed — to cover a family. In Leviticus 16, there’s the DAY of Atonement covering the sins of a nation.

BEE—EImE: AoENSE——EELNEL. EUSIERRSNE, hfIEE T alesi— 7T —&%
FREBE—MERE. EARCI6EF, BEFEH, BEE—ERXROFE.

Do you see the progression? e Individual. ¢ Family. ® Nation. Maybe you’re starting to see a pattern. {REZEE

AETIS? EA. RE. BXR, BFERRET R,
Maybe you’re starting to see what people have been missing for generations.
e This book isn’t a rough collection of stories, detailing man’s search for God.

* This is a book, crafted over thousands of years, detailing with incredible wisdom and accuracy, God’s search
for man.

WFHRRREIH AR THRA, EAEAE—ENERE, SR ANASHE., ER—FEEEETE,
MEARE S EMER IR B ARIESL

» And you see, it tells ONE story. And then, it continues. And there’s another lamb.

e But this time, it’s not for an individual, or a family, or even a nation. ® This time it covers all humanity. 1R&%&
B, EERAT —ERENKNS. ME, ERIETER. BRE—EF%. BRER AEHEEA, HRE, EE—E
Bz, Me, ZEALH.

e Turn to John chapter 14818 515,

John 1:29
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!

#9 8 18 & 1:29 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
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* Now, turn over to Hebrews chapter 10. Hebrews is a New Testament book that sorts through all of the Old Tes—
tament stuff, helping make sense of it. IR7E, ERIFHREFI0E, HAXREES—AMOER, HREBTHZEY
BEENNG, EHEhFFizIERE,

Hebrews 10:1
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can
never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near.

Z 18 % £ 10:1 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
10@%&% Hj%E$E’J C R, TREAYMBHNER, BT EBTER G E A
K ANEUTE,

* “That system in Leviticus? The system isn’t the point. The system isn’t the end. the system is a shadow. It’s
just a sample of the real thing. “FIREFIERLGE? BERGAEER, LARER. MERGie—ETF. &
M=o I == =

7 \ZEEEE,‘] 1@*%

Hebrews 10:11
11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins.

Z 18 % £ 10:11 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
MANEIRREEZTEZFHS, BEABRL—BENEY, E2WKAEERRIE.

Hebrews 10:12
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,

Z 1A & & 10:12 Chinese Unlon Version (Traditional)
REEBRT X XENEBERER, MEHENAEELTT,

This Priest...He sat down. And on the cross, in John, Jesus last words are, “It, is, finished.”

BARE]. ML TT., £+FRE, BRENSEETNRER—UEE T 7

Which raises a phenomenal question. Remember how this thing started? If any of you want to DRAW near, to
God. If any of you want PEACE, with God.If you want to know him, or be connected to your creator.

B51ET —EEZENME, BoFEMEEUIRIEIE? MRIMRFIFEMABEILR, NREEEHERR, 2
RIGER A ERRIRIEE BILEL.

e “IF..”It’s a question. And it leaves us with a question: Are you near him? Do you have peace with him?

Are you connected to him?
WR. . T EE—ERE. EAKMB T —ERE: REMEENE? RAMBNREERS FRIE? RAMME EES?

There’s a good chance you feel the opposite of close right now. There’s a good chance you feel the opposite of
peace right now. There’s a good chance you’re longing for something you can’t quite put your finger on. \RE 7]
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And what do you do when you feel that way? In our culture we don’t have alters and sheep, and birds, and bulls.
But we’ve got jobs, and degrees, and relationships, and possessions. We've got all these things we keep ritual—
istically engaging in, hoping to feel close, hoping to know peace. And there’s something in you saying, “I wish all
of this madness could just stop.”

SREEREEN, ZER? ERMANXEH, RRERIBNER, SHUATE, BERMELE, MU, AKE
FHPE, BARGEENL-—ERFNEESS, FEERRIRL, FEETRTR. PIRTMERRERSNR:
R BIELRIIFIMELE.



And what we’ve seen, just today, is that it actually does. The answer is Jesus. | don’t know where you are with
Jesus... | don’t know if you've been following him for years. | don’t know if you're here because your curious. |
don’t know if you're disappointed with Christians or Christianity. | don’t know if your faith has grown stale and
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BELKRRK,
ALL | KNOW IS THIS: God is real specific:
Jesus is your hope. FFTAIENFE: HeiEs REMEMR: BIER2IRAmE,

Are you LEANING on the lamb? Are you putting your WEIGHT on to him? {REREZFEIE? (1B 8EIEMRNES
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Latent dissatisfaction; inner turmoil; insecurity; boredom; shame; guilt; It’s all there for one reason. Your not lean—
ing on Jesus. BEMARm, NONICE: ALER, B, W&, &, E—UHRR—ERRE, LB EEE
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* So today, for some of you, this might mark a bit of a return. You've gone back to the rote rituals of our secular
society and you’ve been making sacrifices there — forgetting what Jesus has done. And it’s time to return. Today,
some of you simply needed the reminder, that God is still pursuing you. And you need to keep your heart, in that
place. And some of you, a few of you, you’ve never really said yes to Jesus, and you realize that it’s probably time
to say, “God, | get it. | see it. And | LEAN, | trust, Jesus.”FTIA, HRFELE AR, SKAIGEIZEFERR, RAEHME
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Benediction 12

May your eyes and heart be opened to discover the God who is searching for you. May you draw near to him, the
way he is drawing near to you. May you lean on him, and trust him, with your life. In Jesus name, Amen! BE{RAY
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