Final Luke Message by Jaimee Liley
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Over the past few weeks together we have studied eyewitness testimonies of the life,
ministry, and man of Jesus. We learned from the stories in Luke that it doesn’t matter
your background, the choices you’'ve made, your race, ethnicity, age, gender, job,
marital status, or ability that the gospel applies to you. The message that the Kingdom
of Heaven is here, wherever you are in life. And an incredible invitation to experience it
for ourselves. TEBEMXRE R, HM—EHMET BEIMANET. ETMAAMNRSE, &
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In every one of these stories the eyewitness was presented with an opportunity to
repent, to a point of humility, and an opportunity to kneel before the Jesus of sacrifice.
Today we are finishing our series in Luke, and this last story quite literally brings us to
the Cross. If you would like to turn to Luke 23, we'll start in verse 32. {Fig izt »
—{E HEEE ARG G0 - EREREAHE - WA My I SRRV ER R AT - 5
RBA TR TE B NIE T I ZF ] > fefg — SR T -F 2R AT © FRaRryEE LS
FIEIES e 55235 - FRIFTRIMESS 32 HifHs -

Luke goes to great lengths to characterize Jesus’ death as a continuation of His
ministry- not an end. Luke cares about repentance, and even in those moments, he
wants us to see that Jesus’ care and concern is to the hearts of humanity. His gospel



might be the most beautiful and poetic of all four. E&fyE 254 1A kALl B fh =5 T
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In week one, Bo taught us about the various ways to know the Bible is true. One of
those ways is to compare the texts and see whether or not the stories match up.
However, side by side the Gospels give slightly different accounts of this story. Matthew
and Mark record that “those crucified with Him also reviled Him in the same way (as the
crowd)”. John’s gospel says nothing about the criminal's response. Luke’s gospel gives
us dialogue and therefore character to the men on the crosses next to Jesus. F5—4
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So as we read this unique story, we have to believe that Luke caught an interaction
that the others did not. Luke picked up on what was beautiful about Jesus - the cares
and concerns of His heart even up until what seemed like the end. [Kit - ‘EFfEE
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We didn’t need this story to learn more about Jesus. There have been time and time
again we’ve seen Jesus act with Mercy and Grace and Justice. T~ 3512 (i 2
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What we are gifted with instead is hope knowing Jesus at His best is the same
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If you're like me, you might hear the story and think of the justice of it : “Yea they
shoulda been there” IIR{RGFH—, MRAIREERIEENESHRIMEMNLE "B,
ftb AT FEEX E AR 4E”

But how did they get there? How many times did they see people crucified before this,
lined up with the accused and sentenced. 1B 2412 EEZIFERINE ? TELL Z AT, #h
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They are not spectators this time, they’re center stage. On their cross. 5& Xt~ 2%
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Do you think they could have anticipated this? {RE2 A& {th {878} |55 — ZHIE 2

To provide the general population with a striking display of the fate awaiting those found
guilty of resisting Roman rule, The Romans left the victim alive on the cross as long as
possible. The most crowded roads were chosen, where most people could see and be
moved by fear. AT EEBRMER MBI MLEILERNEEHAFENANES], #EA



=ARERFREMEZHEBE+FR L, BEEIERRICIERS, KSHAMEFTL
IO IR AR S

From a Roman perspective, the horror of crucifixion was the horror of social shame.
Executed publicly, situated along well-trafficked routes, devoid of clothing, denied
burial, and left to be eaten by birds and beasts, victims of crucifixion were subject to
vicious ridicule. {tfE B AMAERE, T +FEMNDHMERENFNDRM. HORRE
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They had seen this happen before. Probably as children from a young age. Now
they've found themselves here. fifffLLRT R @:EFREE R, KB/ PMMFIBAE, B]RE
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When the first guy challenges Jesus, it sounds like desperation to me. & 55— {& A Bk &k
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“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!"{R R~ 2 BRI ? HMBIRESHH
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There is a specific reason the two next to Him were mentioned. And it’'s not necessarily
as straightforward as “you have two choices - you either can be the one who doesn’t
accept Jesus, or you can choose to be the one who does and who gets to go to
Heaven!” That’s not what’s happening here. Jesus has already forgiven them just
verses ago. In fact, only in Luke does Jesus ask God to forgive the people responsible
for putting Him there. Beautiful. {2E|thE:2MMREAZEHFEREN, MEELR—EB
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| think the point is that we find ourselves in the story - as both. We are not either or.
Both characters exist in us battling to win out in a desperate struggle. The Gospel is
reconciling and should not be used as a divisive tool, a litmus test on who’s in and
who’s out. Jesus doesn't even do that. Instead, Jesus offers sacrifice. #32 A H EH
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To forgive them is the ultimate point of sacrifice. IR iR fthf 4B RIE B M,

More on that later. ¥§ & €512,



In addition to comparing texts, we also know that Luke’s Gospel stories are true
because of when they were written. Luke gathered actual eyewitnesses to tell their
stories. AND they were alive when his work was finished. This means they could have
corrected the stories. B EEE AR ERIMRA, EFEMERNESHREZEEN, BA
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Because our study of Luke has been looking at the eyewitness accounts, the first thing
| asked when | began studying this passage was, “who’s eyewitness account are we
looking at?”. | quickly realized - our eyewitnesses? They died. Luke couldn’t have
gathered them! R &K MIHAERMNET —EETFBEZNROR, FTLIEHKBABRMEER
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| made the mistake of assuming Luke was our eyewitness. But Luke was not at the
foot of the cross. So? Who was? ¥ tEiRitizR ARMEHMMWBEEE, HRMERET
FEMT, FRLL? #E?

John 19:25 tells us that “Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother...” $J8t85 19:25 &
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We know for certain Mary was. Mary the mother of Jesus and a faithful disciple to her
king was at the foot of the cross. B EXEEFIEZH ., RAMNBREFEMNEE
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Now having a son of my own, | understand the devotion and obsession with my child.

| would have been there too. IREE T BCMRF, A THEFHERNE R,
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When Hank is asleep Alex and | pull out our phones and scroll through photos and
videos of him. We compare back and forth “this one” “awe no this one”. Then we
laugh because he’s literally right upstairs. So we look at the monitor and watch him
move and kick and snore and get his tiny body adjusted and comfortable. Our
monitor has a zoom button, so | zoom all the way in on his chest and watch his
tummy rise and fall a few times just to be sure he’s still breathing. JE 5 EEZ, TE
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| can only imagine in this moment at the foot of the cross Mary is watching her son,
seeing his precious body hanging. Focusing in on his chest and his tummy to watch the
rise and fall of His breath. Wondering - is he still breathing? 3 R A8 E+FERTH
B2 BRREIFESMMETF FEMERNSRBEZ D, thEFhiE ST
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Mary sat at the foot of the cross watching a miracle of a man and vessel die. She is
sitting at the foot of the cross staring at the only hope for the world at His break. And
she will not leave His side. He is the most precious thing the Lord gave her. The Lord
gave Him to her to protect, to raise, to comfort. This is a sad moment for His followers.
This is a devastating moment for Mary. EFIZEELE+FERT, FE—EAFNFLHY
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She chose to be here at this moment. She chose to follow Jesus through the crowd,
up the hill, and to the cross. | bet she remembered back to the angel of the Lord
meeting her in the night telling her she would bear the Son of God, and she looked at
the plague above Him reading “King of the Jews”. She probably thinks back to the time
he healed and delivered the women and the lame. She’s thinking about Lazarus dying
and Jesus weeping for His friend. And she remembers He called Lazarus out of his
grave. s5—%l, MiRET 7548, ERZFRFERIAZE AR, LI, ERTFEE, HITHE
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She’s wondering what'’s next, and how life will triumph this time? #hfEs1EE TR EHE
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In the Roman'’s eyes, his death was because He showed opposition to the emperor.
He stirred the people and perverted the nation, and that was it. But we know that’s not
the full story. We now know what they hadn’t yet experienced - that Jesus would rise
from the dead. B AER, thHHEEEAMKRITHEFTEHRE, tESIAR, BB
Ei& EHME. BEEMMEEETEEEH. RMREMEMRFERRARENZHE
—IRERE 1 SE4B1EE,

In order for there to be resurrection, there has to be death. Sometimes the good things
die. His death is not for comfort to know “all things die” but to show us that all things
must die. Death must be a part of the story - our story. Sometimes those things come
back even better, but other times we’re led into something new and amazing all of its

own. EREE, PLARRE. ARIFHENEE., MMERZA TERMME EYHE
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We don’t always know what’s going to happen next. But what’s next isn’t necessarily
where our focus should be. HM i FHEZNEE TRGFEME, BETRHBR[F—
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What if we focus on finding ourselves at the Cross too. IR HPIEINE+FE LS
KIECEEEAK?

| imagine Luke went to Mary when collecting his stories and asked, “tell me your story.
What did you see in Jesus and how did that shape your understanding of who he was”
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In however many words she confirms: He preached that the Kingdom of Heaven is
near, and He showed how. She tells of the love of Jesus which pierces through the
insults and pain and disbelief. She does not testify of a fear driven gospel focused on
making the right choice of two. #EiRA LV EMBEE T  IMEEXELE T, IR R A0
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She testified that Jesus offers peace and hope in a times of desperation. That He hung
with His arms stretched wide in beauty and grace. it B 35 BRER7E 2B L rOBS ZIh A 2R T &
FIRREE, fthiRitE, EERR EEHEFTREH,

The Kingdom of Heaven is still here, with us. All around us. It's the good news that
there is hope. Whether you're on the cross or at the foot. Whether your life
circumstances have brought you to a place of hopelessness, feeling stuck, desperate
like the criminals. Or like Mary - wondering how life will triumph, holding on to hope,
holding something you have stewarded well but knowing you need to give it to the
hands of God. XE:27E:548, BEMRIE., EEMEE. EREMEMTHER. BRIR
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| want you to see Jesus the way they saw Jesus. Experience Him like how they did. &
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We’'ve wondered how did the men get to be on the crosses next to Jesus? What put
them there? We’ve looked at Mary who chose to be there. They all brought their full
selves to this moment. F I FEELE A B ANAIETEER RSS2+ FE LM ? 24
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When we bring ourselves to the Cross, we’re bringing all of ourselves as well: hopes
and dreams, brokenness and ways we fall short. Laying it all in front of Him and
saying “Here | am. All of me. Take it all. EE ML E SFE+FEEA16, Hfthite
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Coming to Jesus in surrender we receive His forgiveness, His life, His best. The
Kingdom of Heaven in us and through us. [EARZIERERE AT, FHFIFRIHAIFR, #BAY
Adn, WRIFH, REEEMER, LEAEMRE.

Will you come to the cross? Will you bring everything you have today and lay it down?
You will find that when you do, you will receive life and life in all its fullness. {RE 2k Z
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Our worship team is going to come back up and we are going to do an extended
time of response today. There are a few things you can do during this time. F 1M
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1- We have elders around the room with orange lanyards who are ready to pray

with you. EZ2EFHERBBBRNRZNEM, thFIFEHEHEH LIk %k —ER
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2- We have two prayer station options. E I RIZEAREEES.

3- Stay where you are and worship/pray with someone next to you. 7E {RP i #41h 75 4R
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If you would like prayer, here are a few options: INR{REEEES, HEZHMBEZMTH
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- Prayer of repentance ftRiIiEE

- Prayer for Baptism of the Holy Spirit ZE2 & Z ks

- Prayer for something else Afth AT&

If you're online, email us or set up a time to connect with someone. 1R {R 2 LM A K
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I'll come back up in a few minutes to close our time. Please use it. Don’t waste these
moments. Our hope is you will take a bold step in your faith journey today. Ik &£ %>
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Close: You fit in the story if you are, The challenger, The skeptic, The Helpless or
Hopeless or Hopeful. If you’ve done everything wrong or everything is going right. You
fitin the story. #53R : NRIREZREE | BEE . BBE . BEEAZHESE, BERIER
EESNE. MRMBEMMEMAERET, B MMM EMIEX, REREERSE,

Benediction: #lis
- May we be people who, in finding ourselves at the Cross, surrender. - May we
be people who live with eyes wide open to seeing the Kingdom of Heaven all
around us and live it out. FEZ RISk AT+ FEAIKIIBE S HIERMAN, - FEE
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