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Shelter Music video: shelter, a safe place, a covering, a haven; a community of creatives coming
together with unique stories, songs, and art to bring glory to God and hope for the city. Like a light of
shelter beacons a wanderer in the night, we invite creative hearts and hands within and beyond these
walls. We extend our hands and invitation to cover artists in our city and say, come, dwell with us in the
shelter of the most high, so that we can belong and create in this community. Shelter. FE & 5 444548 -
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e | don’t know if you noticed this, but traffic picked up this week. H R ELE(RPEEZRE, EEM
BN FIREICERT

¢ And social media posts shifted from bickering about the pandemic to back to school posts.
HARERELEARFEFVER 2R,

¢ Even though our days are still warm, the early morning feels a little different. EfAIREBX
EREM EREEMBERBEERLEUTRET,

¢ In my neighborhood, some leaves are starting to show signs of change. ZE#E#/NE, H—
SERMETFHRRERT,

» AND, the pumpkin spice latte is once again available at Starbucks. EAME, TE2E%, ]
EXFHRERTEKMERET .

* In a week and half we will officially enter this season called “Fall”. HiB—E %, KMMEEXEAT
XTo

e Fall is an interesting time, because it seems to mark our return to something we call

‘regular. MIXR—EEBMNEE, BAERHKMEEIREESHRHERS,

* I’'m avoiding using the world NORMAL for obvious reasons. &z KZR&R&1EMRE, S 4875 E 5
FR“E®"EEA.

e But | can use the word REGULAR. M= R“E# 2@,
¢ This is when the weekend trips and random trips subside and life begins to take on more

structure. & % BRI ERIARD, BMAMWEZRBEIREOERRES,
e Alarm clocks go off a bit earlier. [E$EEFLLLUFIRT,



* Buses roll through neighborhoods. 1% 2 X FAtAHIRTE/NE4E,
* And our hearts settle in a bit. F MO tLEE T —B,

e | love Fall. =&KX,

e So | was pretty thrilled when our team approached me several months ago and said, “What if we

did a FALL LAUNCH?” PR IFEEE, EHMEFEHRMER UATHER, “KAZRER—EARETH
e

¢ What if we took one week to ramp things up and mark the ‘return to regular’, here at B4? HESR

ER-RBAREPEEEFINES, hESERBMABILE HIERMIRE?
e What a great idea, right? E2EZIFHEE, T2E?

¢ So, in one of our planning meetings someone suggested we step aside from our Series and do a
message that would cast vision for the Fall. FFLA, TEH M —RIRENGEE, HARBZHMBEREEM
MRIIEE, EMRET - RERBERNEE,

* Something that set the direction for the days ahead. —& AR KIEAH BAIEE,

¢ And, then it was suggested | teach on a particular passage. JEFAEKEH EM— RIFHIHEE,

¢ Now, normally | like to pick my own passage but the one that was suggested happens to be one
of the most significant scriptures in my life. BHEK#E, HEEE—BARBHEENER, B2E—
R, B BIMNERGERERERRERNEMPEZEE RINEH,

* One that has defined so much of how | see the world and what | do with my life. FREXEELLHET
BASHHE HREEENMEFEEEALLUREEZEGKBRN—4£,

e So it was an easy decision. FTLIER— BB S THIRE,
e Fall launch is a great time to talk big vision. FARERIFHIFFHEIRIX— T R RKMFESR
¢ And this is one the most defining passages in my life. ERERRK — 4P RELHEMER

¢ | et me be clear. What we are going to be diving into today is quite possibly the most significant

scrlpture to me as it relates to leadership in the local church for the last 15 years. ZEHK RS FEHH —
L, HPS XEBNEXIFERTR %iﬁﬂ‘ﬂ%ﬁ’ﬂ5¢@%’ﬁ§iﬂ7§$&ﬁﬂ’la—igﬂ’]‘f“‘

. But something happened in the lead up to today. TTEth —E &35

e See, I've always taken this Scripture and applied it at the 35,000 foot level. &I,
R EERXERNMEESHME, FREE=EZTEREH,

* This is big picture stuff. EE2—IEBRAXHEE
e This is big vision and about the larger things we do as a people together. ;&R —E&= KHIFER, 26
REMEET—EMHKE,

¢ But | came to a realization. B2 FHKEZIIRE,
¢ And it’s not an insignificant one. IRE i S EE#H 2B,

¢ What | didn’t see until recently is that this same passage of Scripture that has been a
blueprint for my ministry, ALSO contains a blueprint for my personal life. FEZI&ziEF = Z
EERXTERENEINER, h2ZBEAANEREEER,

¢ Not only THAT, but this personal blueprint, if you will, addresses a TROUBLING PRESENT



REALITY that we are facing. FEnitt, EEEAMEEE, hal IEMEMEAH T RRBEHIRE,

* You see, if there’s one thing I’ve noticed over the past year and a half, it’s that our rhythms have

been disrupted. HE—HEHEHIINE - EAEN—FFE, HMOEEWHEITHET,

* There was a way that we did things; a way that things worked, that has been fragmented. 82 1M
NEMEETE, FIRMEREL, SRMETERITHRT.

* We got up, at certain times, on certain days, and we did, certain things certain ways. {2

’, EREMEF, BENFRHE. HAMSENSE, UBENAX,

¢ And it happened so regularly, so consistently, that we barely had to think about it. &%t 2358 %k

REER, —Ek, UERBEMEARATAEE,
 And then, everything shifted. A% RR, —LIERERIR T,
e Everything changed. —H1#3% T,

¢ And as hard as we tried to create normal experiences here, this pandemic took its toll on the
rhythms of Christian community. FAEHEMEEEZFTHEE EE"NRE, HEANBIETEEH1t
& R ETAE

e Sure we've had thousands attend on-line... B, HME LT AEETHERE...
¢ but when you’re standing in a room like this one, the disparity between pre pandemic church, and
now, is fairly obvious. FEE{RILTEEKRMERE, WAEFEFIRIZERESRERAZEM,

¢ I’'ve even had a few friends be honest enough to say, “I kind of like this new normal. Watching from
home, or tuning in from the coast, is kind of nice.” HELARBREMEHRHK, ‘R RUALREHH
B ER, ARESERREEZSMERRE, LEFEN,

* Another said, “We’ve been back once or twice, but it’s hard getting back into the routine.” =&
—LE AR, KMEREET MR, EZREDFUGNHENEELREZT T,

e Which, allow me to add, there are a LOT of legitimate reasons for ALL of this.
ERHERSR, MMERMBEEFZTAEENRE,

e There really are. 23E#M,

¢ But, as someone who has spent his entire adult life believing for, contending for, and pouring
himself out for this thing called the local church, it’s also been disheartening. R 2, {ff&—E£
AEM Bh, BIE—EWMERE T EEAUEHh ARG AKE, ST NERM,

e Even frustrating. £EERIDERH,

e Because | believe in what we do. E& #8153 FRT 4.



e And | believe in who we are. HKiBIEZ IR,

¢ | believe that Jesus is the hope of our lives, and the hope of the world, AND | believe he gave us the
churchto DE LIV E Rthat hope. ZMBEMKIHMALENFE, BHANFTE, KAEFHIEHEHE
BAIRIEH 2 EBRK,

e | believe that CHURCH matters. EfHIEHEREE,

* So, when it looks like, or feels like people are drifting. FrLl, E&E BRI AMERISHIBER T ;
e When | hear stories of folks whose lives have taken a turn in the wrong direction. & EZI|H — L&
A NEEEEERM AR,

* When | hear things coming from Christians that are clearly not Christlike; & H IE 2| — X B 4EfT

M ERABTGEBRLE;

¢ And it COINCIDES with this DISRUPTION of Rhythm, something happens inside of me. 5&%:£&R
FITHRER R BETHE”, EMDFTRESE,

e There’s a BURDEN that weighs heavy on me. E#IDETE, TimBE.

¢ So for the past few months, I’'ve been wrestling with this reality and then BAM, our team
suggests this passage, and | have this epiphany. FTUEBEMEER, E—EEMEENRES
M, ERMEKREETEREX, HETRIENRE,

* The same passage that has served as a large scale leadership guide has personal
implications that specifically address this moment we are in. ERRIEMEXERKHELE
eS| LR ERE, FNHWALFEEEMERERMRSITEHNER,

¢ This is SO good. And it’s SOOO applicable to where we are right now, that | can barely contain
myself. EFRIF, EMFEBFRAREMRENER EHERFEFAVIMESEHRMEM.

* | want to talk to you today about: E4S RKFFEEME:

The Rhythms of Shalom FEZXay&EI1E

¢ | want to talk to you about the regular patterns, the practices, the rhythms...that lead to a life of
Shalom. BB ERENTRX, BE, &HE..SIEEGEATE.

¢ Shalom is that Hebrew word that speaks to human flourishing. F&Z 2 —EFAKRFAEZHZEANE
B,

e It’s a life of wholeness. E 2§ £ MMITE.

e It's Peace. ERIET R,

e It’s Things being the way they are supposed to be. © 2 EIEIRBE HEEMEFRIR.

¢ See, surprisingly, you have far more control of the personal shalom you will experience than you

ever imagined. B, SAEFHE, MMELMLUAMNEEANEIERREMEEREER,

* And the rhythms we are about to look at together, will lead to a life of flourishing. 1 $ {1



BE—REREZNEHE , BESSIEEALETIER,
¢ Alife of shalom. —AHBFELZH £,

* These are practical things. E# 2 I EBENME.

e Consider them. &,

e Apply them. EAE,

e If they’re in your life you’re probably experiencing shalom. MR EHE/RAEG S, RRERKLET R,

* If they’re not, you’re probably desperate for shalom. HIERERE{REmGm D, (REBHBET LR,

* So. With that, | want you to turn to Jeremiah chapter 29. #&EE&ZMAE X, KM —EILZLEFTIERF
KEFE29E,

e An as you are turning to Jeremiah 29, allow me to give some historical context. & {R7EFHEE KLBRF K

SE2EMFR, EHKE -THRAMELE R,

e Jerusalem has been conquered and ransacked by the Babylonians. HRE&#{4 & B ok B b @ T o 3 %

—or
Lo

* The temple has been destroyed. EEER#H %,
e The unthinkable has happened. —H1{#£;2 18 BHIE LT,

* The place where heaven and earth meet has been reduced to rubble. ZiE{&RE —IKERE

BT R T BEYE

¢ The young, the healthy, and the influential have been carried off to the wicked and worldly city of
Babylon. FT AR, @FEHN, AZENNABBBETBEMBRTELLMA,
e And they are now living there, in exile. fth{f{EEAE, AR EHMEBA

e They are defeated. fh{f#ITEX T .
* They are traumatized. #5108l
* They are displaced beyond words. iR kfR, BEHE,

* Undoubtedly there is deep sense of desperation. BEELE, Be—iERUMEBE,
* And certainly questions are being raised. AM&HE LA,

e “We’ve lost our nation.” “HAMs%k % T +AE.,”

* “Is God still with us?” “#EFEMREE 2"

¢ “Do we have any sort of future?” “H M EGHFRKE?”

* “How do we live as God’s people in a city like Babylon?” “F{{E&#iLER, EEREE E LMK
B EE?”

* So God instructs Jeremiah to write them a letter. AL, ##@BERFIK#AMMIE T — 15,
¢ And in the 29th chapter, God’s purpose for them, and for us, becomes remarkably clear. 7£%29

BEE ANEEEASHERNMA EXHEEMNEM BE2BKRNFE.

e Let’s read it together, and then, we’ll unpack it together. EHM—FLEAE, A%k, EMKk—ELE



%O

Jeremiah 29:4-13

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from

Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6

Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But

seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf,

for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:

Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to

the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did

not send them, declares the Lord. 10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are

completed for Babylon, | will visit you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to

this place. 11 For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not

for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to

me, and | will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.

BR | K & 29:4-13

4ELR  EBECHME-DEeNmmYE —UHEBEN (A2 FKEMP KRB

e E M A) a0tk iR

SMMEZEEERE, EHP , HEHE, ZHEPREN ;

6RZEARL, AMMMREFEEZ FMRMAMEXERAN £RELX . ENELEER

2, THED,

TEFEMRMEBIONRE, RMPEABPRTR, 5BRESEHME,; B A T
TR, MMHAELEERTR.

SEEFEZHMME—LVBIMMBMULESR  TZ2HMFAMPIPEOEANNS FHER, BF

EREBCHHMHE,

IRAMMAEMABEMMARBRES, KX zxFEZzEMM. EL2MBMERHN,

10BRFIEMMEER AELBAEMETERTLUR, REEFBEMM RAM/MERE

MEE, EMARMMME LM,

11 BR 70 % &8 ﬁz%u EmMAMAENERSRBIEZTMNER TERXHAMER, &£

MR MERBEAEEZE,

12 {R 9 2 M 3K 3, ﬁu.—% =H, KM ERLIMM.,

BREMSRE, EELSKE, =R,

e So, let’s start at beginning, because | think it speaks to how some of us are feeling right now. &
HEME—FBREL RARRBEERERMBEL ARENESZ,
* Notice verse 4, it says, S IEE, 3R 2,

“To all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem.” “¥t — Y1 # B =0 M2 E &
fth 77 BR BR $ o R 48 B B e f RO AL

e This had to be quite a wakeup call. E2¥ LI A2 —EKWELE,

e God reveals in this moment, that this disruption, this displacement is something he has
orchestrated. TEiE—ZIMHEABAR, LI@FIAMIEBE, KX IEMETEEEN.

* HE carried them into exile. RMBHET LIRS,

¢ Not the Babylonians. =2 B M A.



e Could that be? ZEHIE?

¢ Is that possible? BJREME ?

¢ L et me ask the question: Could it be that there are disruptions in people’s lives that land
squarely within the scope and sequence of what God is doing in the world? (E3 K KRERIZE: M
RRAEFEPERSG S OB NS SHRWETEIEERNIEFE0, FAIEE?

¢ Is that possible? BJREME ?

e Even right now? BN{#IRFEE ?

* If you look a few verses later, verse 11, he says, MR KRB RN 2%, 118, #R,

“For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give youa future and a hope.” ERFIE:R, HKMEHXAMRMAEMNES RBTRHNESR, T2EX
RNES, EURMREEEZ,

¢ God is telling his people, who are displaced and disoriented, that he is still in control.

MAESHMEERZNFR —2UWEEHE,

* His promises still stand, and his love for them is undiminished. fthBfEFZTE, fthEHhfIp=E
2R

e They are in his hands and his eye is on them - even during their exile. f7EMEIF b, hETHRE
fth{F - BNfE R EE

® See, God does not see his corrective disruption of their lives—an event that they
experience as catastrophic—to be at odds with their potential to flourish. FHtt & H, BI{E LL
BIANREERKHMMVEBE, AATIELMEMMFREAMBE MMM ALEERIZEMME
REFERFIEREI

¢ So, he counsels them to continue trusting him, and embrace what might be called healthy rhythms
of flourishing people who experience shalom, both individually and corporately. T LA, 8 &) 7k fth {4
BiEEM EXMUAAREEENAX, BREAANRANFREXERBFEENE S,

e L et’s take a more detailed look at the text: ¥ M B {FHEE—E&,
e First he says, in verse 5... B 5E R, S hE.
1. “BUILD HOUSES AND LIVE IN THEM;...” (v5) M EZ=EEREFEHF,

¢ God is telling his people to dream, plan, and build “beyond” the status quo. 7 &
FFREER, FAEILBERERENE,

e This is where you live. & 2{MMBEF M A,
e This is your new home. 2{RMMHRE.
e Live like it. REET&K,

* He doesn’t want them on the outside looking in. A~ 2t mEERELE 2,

e See, up until this point they had camped themselves outside the city, and they were



refusing to really LIVE in that place. Hf1%1:&, EXEFRIELUAINERTFREMBERTHIN
B, £ FEERERA,

* They despised it. #{fBRRE @B ™.

e So they lived like it. BT LA SRt BE TR ANkt

¢ And God says, “Make this your home.” M#:%, “BERERMMHRE,”

e [llustration: New York £&45|: ##5H

e When Cheri and | moved to New York City in our 30’s, we understood what God was saying in
Jeremiah 29. EEFIFK30m £ AR, KMEBEFE2MARKMRIIKEZ29E,

* And by the way, there probably wasn’t another city in America at the time that more resembled
Babylon. &R, FIREFEXEIZH Hithimh LLiR I E R T RO E LL (R,

* But when we moved there, we made it our home. BIHFI#EZEIME, EMIEEER,

* We learned the streets and the systems. T/ B 41 &E #1388 R # .

» We engaged the culture. MR E 3Tk,

e We supported the schools. M FFE#:,

o We served the community. BMEFTIE,

e We ‘built houses’ if you will. {RA]LAFR KM EEERE.

e And I'll never forget one night when a friend and were talking and he said, “I've lived here for 16
years, and you’ve lived here for 16 months, and you know this city better than | do.” HtAFE =i —
Kiet, E—AARMRERESR, "REEEEET16F, MRMEEEFE16EA, M TREEEHT
LT RNES, “

¢ That doesn’t mean it was easy. E B — B HNE.
e |t was just what we were asked. EAI 2 M & RIEMAE,

e Here’s what | want to help you with. LI Fth 2HEHEKRFTH,

e | know a lot has changed. 4N ERLIHEREE T,
» And maybe you didn’t move anywhere. M{Rth 52 HMHF .,
e But things are different. {BEEFEARA—H T,

e There’s a chance you may feel like a stranger. HRRIREEBB2EEEAN,
* You may feel displaced. {REIEEE BT
* You may even be a bit disillusioned. EEE8BEBRIEE,

¢ But God tells his people, his displaced people, to EMBRACE what he has for them in the place in
which they find themselves. {B#&EEFt1HIFE, thpREELXFTMF R, BEMPIRTER #50iEw
et —o,

¢ He understood the strangeness of that command. #BAREEIERTMIRE,
* He knew this wasn’t what they expected. f%0:&58 th S 2t FREAL M,

¢ And here’s the ultimate irony. & A # =2,

* The people of Israel were called to be distinct. L& 51| A\ SZ0F 2 B A 4580
* A different kind of people, living in a different, more godly place. F—#&MIAE, BEEEF—ENEH
B,



¢ But they had pushed against the boundaries of that distinction, embracing their neighbor’s idolatry.

AT FIANHAD T IRV 4k | AR AR BRLEA R,

* So, After repeated warnings, God did something ironic. Fil—BEBZEE 2 #%, 1T H AR
%,

* He took them into the very heart of their idolatry in order to cure them of it—to Babylon, both a
real and figurative place. fth3B4th i F KRR E IR B & O, —28 2 - iR E M
R EEMXXARKRMEMIS,

e This is your new home. & Z2{RMMHIFR.,

e And your FAITH is going to grow...HERE. M{RFMIESEE R, HiEE,

e Withdrawal was not an option. REF 2 —1EEIE,

e And it isn’t for us, either. HEHEMtLFTZ,
e Jeremiah’s letter makes abundantly clear, as God’s people, we are to live, work, and play within
the mess. BRFRFTBMRBFEEZHE, FHamFR, HRMAREREREAPATE, I, KL,

 Which is why Rhythm number one is making this your home. thii 2 MHIEiE—, 1LEE A IRTIM
RE,

* You flourishing is connected to your embrace of the place you’re in. REEE 48 B {REHRFR B 2 Hh AU 32
FHHEE

e But then he continues: #A1#% s -
2. “..PLANT GARDENS AND EAT THEIR PRODUCE.” (v5) ##& H EE2H hFREMN,

e 'mno farmer. LA RE%EE,

e But | do know a few things that it requires. 1B L FEE 5N E &% HHEBEMNE,
e |t requires planting. B R ERKIEE,

e |t requires watering. B3R ER

* And it requires patience. tLER L,

* (Which probably why I'm not a farmer!) GEthFERHFAEEEMER)

 But when the Lord tells them this he’s saying it’s going to take some time effort. & &

SRS L it B HE T ER RS,

¢ But make the effort. E&E3%% 1,
¢ And take the time. EIERFR.

¢ And again, he challenges the rhythm of our age which says we need it to be “our way, right away.”
BH, kBERMESHER RMREZERMUAX, LLBIT. "

* He challenges the notion that we get instant results. ¥ HMHEEZSINLERNE S,

e Flourishing, it turns out, takes time. &%, &2, TEERRMMN,

¢ I’'m always challenged by the example of William Wilberforce, whom many of you have heard

of. HIBMEER B AETISERER, (RMRE ALEFEt,



* He was a Biritish politician who became a famous abolitionist around 1787. #h 2 EBM—GIBUAR,

1787 ER IR X REBERINER,

e But what most people fail to realize is that it wasn’t for 20 years of hard work, that his first act
against slavery would be passed and that it was another 26 years until slavery was abolished - 46
years of labor. {BfRZ ATREFRAIEMRE, MR RB20FMFEE T, MME—ERNEREET BE
B, MEBMN264E, FBENRERZE - BEI6ENHE,

¢ And somewhere, in the toil, and the dust, the water, and the mud - in THE WORK of planting
and waiting, and harvesting, we find flourishing. TE &, E— F1EE, —HKL, KIMEESD -
TERAIRERR, TR, WHED, BMBEMRHESE,

¢ So Rhythm number 2 says, “God’s provision is received by those who will plant, and water, and
wait” FRLABIER ZERIE, “MHBEZEBLHE, EE REFFHOARIN,

* Which brings us to the third. ;2 th B H A Z M E =B,
3. “...; MULTIPLY THERE, AND DO NOT DECREASE.” (v6) E M EEERZ . A=/,

* No, God is not simply telling us to have lots of kids. 72, HTEEEREMEBRS,

* There is a consistent biblical truth that life always comes from life. —EEREXHEENEEZ 6
L dnmm R,
e This runs throughout the Scripture’s record of God’s story. ;E E % #5818 E B &M EMERLSH,

¢ And the emphasis under the Old Covenant was on physical life; on children; on lineage. TM&#J
R R E LT, T, RIEER,
® God designed his redemptive plan to include passing God’s goodness and promises from
generation to generation, multiplying them in the process. f##5 T B 4th B3 BE 51 21| 41 45 0 #8 AY 3£ 57
MEF—KKWETE MEZERPNELER,

e But when we fast forward to the new covenant, that charge changes from making babies to making
disciples. {EEHMFEIFH, S —ERA R FRKITEMABEMNEE.
 Multiplying disciples becomes the emphasis. 8IMPA%ER A T EB,

¢ Which in simple terms, means that you’re pouring your life into the life of another. FiE KR, MEZE
BRI EREAZM AR ANER,

* Do you know what makes the dead sea dead? {RIFIFIERHEZENBEZT|MAEM?
e There’s no outlet. &ABFH O,
e The water goes in. KFEE,
e But it doesn’t go out - except through evaporation. BARFEH R, BRT %%,
* And what’s left behind is a toxic level of salinity. A% B T RMABZEAEELIRZINEEE,
e Here’s what I’ve noticed about flourishing followers of Jesus. ;¥ = I A BAERAOIERE & T4
%,
e There’s always an outlet. iR ER/MHO,
e There’s someone they are pouring themselves into. B4 E 2 EA R EE AN EGE,

e They serve with kids, or youth. ftfiEHZ%F, FLVE,



¢ They meet folks for coffee. fth{F#04th A RS HNMERIX
* They join teams or serve in ways that serve others. #1148 X B %= HEREM A,

* They multiply themselves. it XtfE =,

e Now, Number 4, in which we find a twist. FEPUEE, EEKMBIR—@EEH,

4. “BUT SEEK THE WELFARE OF THE CITY WHERE | HAVE SENT YOU...” (v7)
4. "F A EAR M BB B R AR, IR E S MR T &L (vT)

* | want you to notice the first word of that sentence. “BUT” HZ (R EERE AR XHE—E, “B

| =}
=

e |t’s a contrasting conjunction. &2 —1{& Kk Ea:E:

e It’s as if God is saying, “I know you know all of this other stuff. It sounds a lot like things I've said
before, but now I’m going to lay something different on you.” ZEAFARFHTEER, “F &1 H fth &9 3 78 4RI ER
ME, BARERRBRELAAORS FIHEHELU ELEERER—EFANET. 7

¢ So much of the Law—while making loving and considerate provision for outsiders—was about
separation. RZMIEE— —HMAHNARAMBTEZONBZENHE — — SRR BE,

e |t was designed to keep Israel holy, set apart and distinct for God’s purposes.E IRt 2E LI E
FIANFRERAE, 2AlFAKRAZ#EIB K, e They were never supposed to be cruel to outsiders,
but they were to remain set apart. L 5| AR FEZE SN AMARER, B2 MMEXED AR,

¢ But here, in Babylon, as a set-apart people in a place, they were to actively pursue the

flourishing of a thoroughly pagan, alien culture. {E 25848, EE @, FAE—E A EH RIFHEK
RN, it AZEEIBIER —EEH XL EE,

¢ |In fact, God instructs them that their welfare is tied directly to that of their pagan neighbors. e They
are to be “for the city.” EE £, R MM F TR MEXRMEN FERE ZEH

e And their prosperity is tied to the city. a4 % 5% th Bl i 48 3&

* So God asks, “Do you want to flourish? Then quit despising your city, and instead love it. Be for
it. Seek its prosperity.” AT LA##HR, “/RIBZ I ? A FLERIRAHET MEEEE, AEKRFE

[ S 1]

o,

E}

e Thats’ why we, as a church, are “For the City” because as this city prospers, so will we. && &t

HMEA—EHE, B AZEET, RASWMMESE, HMtinitt,

e Now, number 5: 1784, £ R 2h:
5. “...DO NOT LISTEN TO THE DREAMS THAT THEY DREAM.” (v8)

"IAEHRMMAPEMENNS PHFR A EREB C M8 F."(v8)

* There was a problem in Israel during the exile. £ L1851 #i% pIBHE R — BRI RE,



* There were people of influence who were telling a story that undermined the story of God. & —4%t
EENMANTESR— ﬂEEﬁZ% MmeEikEREHMAEER, o They even used the right language. fth
MERZRATHEEE.

e They tapped into the right emotions. fth{f#kiE T HEY1H#E,

* And they told people, ‘THIS is what God wants.” fi{fi&E sk A, “SE 2 HATERM, ”

* Except it wasn’t {8, JE— A1 R IERER,

¢ In fact, what they were telling them was the EXACT OPPOSITE of what God has said will lead to
TRUE flourishing. BE& L, &R A M0 E :ﬁuﬁﬁuaﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂ REE A BN EFER.
* They are selling a false bill of goods. {12 HRE i

* So God is telling them, “Quit listening to all of these voices, and listen to MINE.” P LL## &5 57 LA 51|
ANFTEREMMPBEHENNS PHEX O FEEEBCHBMHNE.”

¢ Which brings up a good question. “Whose dreams are you dreaming? Or whose voice are you

listening to? SR —{EFRHIE, “IRATHMZHMSIE ? &, MATRHEHMBESTIE?”

e Could it be that our lack of experience of true shalom is that we dreaming the wrong dreams,
because we’ve listened to the wrong voices? B ZEAREEMRZEETETRMNRENREZH
MAEMERNS, AadfMaERERNEST?

¢ I’'ve had two conversations this past week that relate to this, and it connect to our final rhythm,
that I'll get to in a moment. EEBEM—EEREHELREFEHRAN, LREMAOTEAME R
AR, BETREHAIEME.

* The first might ruffle some feathers, but it's a real concern, and so I'll voice it. £ —{E AT ge & & f§—

LA BERR—E#REZEROMNER AMURREEESHER.

¢ A friend said this simple sentence, he said, “I think people listen to Tucker Carlson or Anderson
Cooper more than they listen to Jesus.” —{ERAKRER 7 ER— A ENE “KAAAMEERKE
BAARERERNZFLRBERNS .

¢ And the simple truth is, he may be right. MEERZ, iR EFERE TEITHH,

¢ I'm interested to know what would happen if people spent even the same amount of time reading

their Bibles and praying as they do listening to, reading, or watching, the news. R4 Bl &0:& 0 R
AN ENE S E RGN BREERNE S EEK,

¢ The second was with a friend and colleague who told me about a number of people he

personally knows who have recently made MAJOR life decisions. 5 — & 5% 2 IR — (i B R A0

=, EFBEMATEREN—LEASEMT £ EPéIE%EDtE’J LRTE,

* These are close friends and followers of Jesus. & & 2 Bt IR R FNERERAIERFE S .

* And he observed, he said, “Not one of them shared a ‘Faith’ story.” {h#822%l|, BiStER, “2B5—1M@
ARET—EERELNSRE,”

* Not one of them said they’d prayed. ;2 H AR M MR EALEIFE,

* Not one of them said they’d sought Jesus. ;&8 A& fth 12 5 &tk SR 4,

e Not one of them heard from God. &8 ANEZ| MBS,



ﬁt\'

* He told me, “It was all based on ideology, not Jesus.” &R, “fIrr &R = E N EH A LE,
2 HRER, ”

]

¢ And then he said something | couldn’t shake, “Are we the last people of faith?” A& bz 7 — &
BN RZNE, “BMRREFELOMATEE?” ¢ God says, “Don’t listen to the dreams they
dream.” ##E, “FEEEBCHENZ. °

e That’s an ACTUAL Rhythm he’s prescribing. M EERER —EEENBHENES,
e Turn off the voices. FRiE BLEF,

* I’m so challenged by this that | recently removed all the news apps off my phone and | bought
this thing called an alarm clock and | started charging my phone in another room, because | want
God'’s voice to drown out the rest. F¥ILREFIFEEREL, LERBRERFH EMERT A HREE
RAER EETEUREMNERRA AEERABRES —EEFEGTFHREE RARFLELFHNES]
REEMEET,

¢ Which brings us to the final Rhythm: &% H Mk B &Z W&,

6. “YOU WILL SEEK ME AND FIND ME, WHEN YOU SEEK ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART. (v13)
MASERkE BEELERE s R (VIS

e |t turns out the best way to turn down the volume of the other voices is to up the voice of God.
BELEMPHEHSRIFNVBHENZRARBHNES,
* To seek him, with ALL of your heart. ZR£ LIS R,

¢ | know | mentioned this earlier, but | think the church, the gathering of the church, is a gift given to
us by Jesus, through which we seek God, together. FiEFH RL=EEEEE, BRI AZE, M
HEMRE, T—EBKERMANEY, REEEEYHM—ERIRME,

¢ We were made to gather and worship together. Ff# &t R E — £ RERWIFHH,

¢ |In fact, National Geographic’s Blue Zone research project recently discovered that
gathering regularly in faith-based communities added an average of 14 years to life
expectancy. FE L, BIRMEBHZTMWEFHRAETERREGMNEEFRENREAAM
BIMAFHIE,

e But it goes beyond adding a few years of life to your expectancy. {B5ELLI8MEFAGNERERF
=,

e It’s the quality of those years. ;& RRAMNBRMEE.

e It’s the flourishing of those years. FIR7ESE LBl & dn A BL A

e There’s something about THIS. R& 28 —LLR4FRIAETM,
¢ There’s something about communal worship that does somethlng inside the human soul that’s
unlike anything else. #tEMBFEABEROA OB EIEL M HES T TEEN,



¢ It takes half hearted people and turns them into whole hearted seekers. BRI FEEAME RS
DEBEMESRE,

* | you want to flourish, seek God. HIR{REZEEE, SR,

e Seek first HIS kingdom. 3K #bHI B,

e And all that other stuff? HthgIZEI1HE 2

* It'll work itself out. #BEMIER.

* These are rhythms that lead to flourishing: &%t 25| E A&
¢ Build Homes Z&E R

* Plant Gardens. #iEHE

* Multiply, Don’t decrease. £ &R %

* Seek the Peace of the city. &K FER

e Don’t dream the wrong dreams. FEE(SEEME
e Seek God, and Find God. 23K, 34,

e That’s what we want for you as individuals, and it’s what we are pursuing as church,

collectively. ;8 RHMBEMELBAGEN, LIHMEL—BEHEERHN,

¢ In fact there’s a story that has emerged out of B4 over the past year that | think exemplifies these
rhythms on both the corporate and individual level. B & t, #f EEB4M—EHERBIFHEER TS L
FEHEMEAMNER L,

 And | want to share this story with you, by watching this together. Z&HZLRIRH FEEHE, EHM
—ERETENEZH,

(POD VIDEO) EXET &R,

* | couldn’t be any more proud of our church. EIEHE A ML EEEHE.
e And | couldn’t be any more excited for the future that God has for us, together. 1R & #

ERHEM—EEAMRKEE,

Benediction &

May you be men and women who build homes and plant gardens. May you multiply
yourself in the place that God has carried you. May you seek the peace of our city. May
you stop listening to the dreams that other people dream. May you seek God with your
whole heart. In Jesus name, Amen! FEfRFIREZEFEEMFEHEMIA . FRIRFIE T E
RFFERMM S A B S B AKMIMTRER . FEIRMELEBEENANS, B2
DEERM, SRR S, MM !






