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A People in a Place, Week 2: Perfect Unity > Imperfect Preference
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Last week Brad taught on a very famous passage out of the middle of First Cornthians in chapter 13, the pas—
sage on love. It was really great. 18, Brad¥fi#E T E 13 ESMZRIEFE—BRIEEZERNRE, BENRENR
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One of my favorite things he said was,“A supernaturally transformed heart doesn’t feel love, it Is Love.” FIAEE=
b “BEABCHNOEAERZIE; KEBB8EABHNLMEE. 7

And I'm grateful we started there, because this idea is really at the heart of this entire series and at the center of
Paul’s ministry to the Church in Corinth. What it means to be a community of Jesus—Followers is that we are a
people transformed by the renewing work of The Spirit. And in this transformation we step into the new humanity
that God inaugurated in Jesus. AR FIEAEFIE, EREEBEEERZZERIINZL, LEREHIMNZ
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But we live in this tension where although we are no longer who we once were, we are not yet fully who we are
becoming. We don’t always live into this picture of a redeemed reality. Which is why Paul wrote letters to church-
es, to course—correct when they drifted, to remind them of who God was and who was making them to be. 183
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It’s believed that he wrote several letters to this church, and how many of you know that we can forget easily and
be stubborn? MREM4AEEHEE TIFEHE, MMEZDAMBERFIES X E#R?

Well, we are going towards the beginning of First Corinthians, chapter 1, and we will begin in verse 10. And in this
passage Paul is addressing something that is all too relevant for us today. $FIE, EFISEIEIMZRIEE 1 EH
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Celebrity Culture &A1Y,

Apparently, celebrity culture is not new. We’ve had one version of this or another all throughout human history.
Why do we create these systems of celebrity culture? There has always been a human compulsion to elevate a
person to the limelight. To conjure up someone to save us, someone to be a symbol of our agenda. And when
they don’t measure up, we crucify them. “Never meet your hero.” Even the ancient Israelites, who were following
the direct guidance of God requested a human king, one that was worthy by their standards. And of course, no
king ever lived up to the expectation. We have this desire to find someone to aspire to. We like to find someone
who embodies what we want to be. But the line between “role model” and idol can be pretty thin. Quite quickly,
someone we admire can become someone we worship. We may not make sacrifices to the person and call them
God, but worship is the act by which we ascribe worth to something. Usually our time, our energy, our thoughts,
our resources go towards that which we ascribe worth. If that’s the case, there are lots of things and people that
compete for worship in my life. #8978, BAXCMAFE ., AEEL L, RADEE T EEIBMRNMRA., FHf5
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But the line between “role model” and idol can be pretty thin. Quite quickly, someone we admire can become
someone we worship. We may not make sacrifices to the person and call them God, but worship is the act by
which we ascribe worth to something. Usually our time, our energy, our thoughts, our resources go towards that
which we ascribe worth. If that’s the case, there are lots of things and people that compete for worship in my life.
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When | was a child | had two pretty dominant role models. The Mighty Morphin power rangers and Michael Jack—
son. The power rangers were simply everything that was right in the world.
Teenagers with attitude who fought evil with the help of their Power
Zords. Should they use Dinosaurs or Robots? Uh Why choose? They’re
both. As soon as | was old enough to get a cell phone, | downloaded the
morphin communicator ring tone. | may or may not have owned a power
ranger shirt in college. FEREZFRIFE, HEMBEIFEEEZNEEK.
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But | also wanted to be just like Michael. | may or may not have memo—
rized the Thriller choreography at the age of 7. AI BN AL -5
BAMER. HCEITRIBEEAREMMAVIRE (BRIR) MNEERSE.

So as a child, | found myself in a bit of a pickle. My two role models were

very different kinds of awesome. When my mom asked me what | want—

ed to be when | grew up, | felt stuck. | wanted to be Michael Jackson and a Power Ranger so | told her | want—
ed to be “Dancing In Danger”. | bet you’ve never heard that before but you can picture it right now can’t you.
Me moon-walking my way through a gang of super-villains, Jackson kicking them in the face. Yeah. Peanuts or
grapes? Why choose? We're making a sandwich. I'm an innovator. FRAE/N\RHEZEZIRB S A A AH ., BAOMEBER
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Okay, you may be asking, “‘Lane what does any of this have to do with anything? /REEFERE, KE, BLIRER
AERNE?



The point is, we have a tendency to elevate people to celebrity status in our lives. We like to find people who
embody what we desire to become, and we idolize them, and we idealize them. We like to create them in our own
image in our minds, even if who they are behind closed doors is different than what we imagined. “Never meet
your heroes.”
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A shortcut to having to listen to God... Listening to God is delicate and intentional work. Why go through all the
trouble of quieting my soul when | can embrace someone who'’s speaking more loudly and saying more things |
want to hear? —EZRKHNBERVEE - - REABZSIEFTEZ@HAONEZGE, BHTERATNDERERERBRS
BREA, AIZEHFHFRMNOEEREM,

We farm out to the expert. | don’t know how to think or feel about something so I'll let so and so tell me how |
think and feel. ZFIBFERRERN, BANEEEZE EEEREMEEBERXEREHRAEMM,

Spirit of competition...winning... My dad can beat up your dad, my president can beat up your president. 55 FHVFE
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Expressive individualism — | get to choose the “god” who best suits me BZHEATE - HEIREBSES TN W

o

And this human tendency is what Paul is writing about in the passage of scripture we are looking at today. This
series is called “A people in a place” and it just so happens that Paul,“A man radically transformed after meeting
Jesus, a man brilliant in his own right, respected by many, determined to see the church of Jesus flourish. He’s
writing to the Christians living in the city of Corinth, a Greco—Roman city, a hub of culture, commerce, idolatry,
philosophy, A culture of people much like Portland. Educated, wealthy, ambitious, talented. T ABIIEFE(EE 2
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And he’s asking them to consider who it is we truly follow? Who is our celebrity, our example, our role model?
And he invites them deeper than emulating a celebrity. He offers Jesus as the example, not because He's just the
best human, but because Jesus is the Messiah, the Lord, whose death and resurrection ushered in a new real—
ity for humanity. So humans, no matter how impressive or unimpressive are not who we model. But humans are
stubborn and forgetful, and sometimes we get our priorities out of sorts. {RZ& BRI LT ZI R IRFEAT 2 567
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1 Corinthians 1:10-17 New International Version (NIV)

10 | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with

one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in
mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there
are quarrels among you. 12 What | mean is this: One of you says,“l follow Paul”; another,“|l follow Apollos”;
another,“| follow Cephas”; still another,“l follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 | thank God that | did not baptize any of you except Crispus and
Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, | also baptized the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, | don’t remember if | baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to bap-
tize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power.
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» Not much we know about Chloe. It’s likely that she was a trusted confidant of Paul’s and a leader in the church.
She is the head of a household, and her servants have delivered the information of the church being divided. Ei—-
ther Chloe lived in Ephesus where Paul was writing from or she lived in Corinth, either way, the servants brought
word likely while they were handling the business affairs of Chloe. I ZE &K KMAAR S, ReJseth2RB(SERN
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e Apollos, according to Acts 18 was a learned Jew from Alexandria who was deeply grounded in Scripture and
who “taught accurately the things concerning Jesus” with great passion and eloquence. He was operating as a
preacher in Ephesus before meeting Paul. TRifZE, B{EEITE18RLEH BRI HILERTHRNEHE RS MHE
g, MRANE QLG DM AIEIEN O7 SBIAEFANESTRNS ., thTERREZIIEA BB THED,

* Paul was not believed to have been a very eloquent public speaker, so it may be that people were gravitating
to Apollos because of his rhetorical skill. O Paul warns about the danger of following people for their woo. The
substance of our unity is the power of the cross, not the eloquence of our leaders. EiE:AAREL T E—EER
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e “how can Christ’s body be divided? You’ve really missed the point here.” {RZ&IgH, “BEBHNSIEEREEDE? 1/
MEBERERTEMNER,

=

\

e Then what’s interesting, is that he seems to be critiquing e e #4 =

people who are saying “I belong to Christ” But aren’t we
So this is where our movement came l.“
along and finally got the Bible right .Membersmp.

supposed to be emulating Christ? What troubles Paul about oy p———

this is the potential for Spiritual elitism. | follow Christ. “We et oty e g
are the real Christians.” But the second anyone claims this, 2
they become a person who has exclusive access to Je—
sus. But there’s no one like that here right? Did you know
that there are apparently roughly 45,000 denominations of
Chrsitianity across the globe. About 45,000 different orga—
nizations that follow Jesus in the way they determine to be
best. (Show illustration) AMAEBENE, fthIFEREIBILR K
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* Now | am a licensed Foursquare Minister. A Reverend technically. And | love our movement, but | don’t for one
second believe that we have the monopoly on the kingdom of God. I'm an imperfect pastor, following imperfect
leaders, and we are all doing the best we can under the grace and guidance of The Spirit.



But we like to have these heroic figures we can look to who help us sort out the confusion. This, in it of itself, is
not unhealthy, until the opinion or policy of a leader or a figure in our lives takes priority over unity in Christ. 37
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In this Corinthian Culture, they valued celebrity as much as we do, if not more. A huge part of the economy was
based on the worship of idol gods. But the way of Christ and the teachings of Paul encourage a life of servant—
hood, a culture by which all people are equal recipients of grace, all on equal ground at the foot of the cross. No
one is greater than or less than based on their achievements or their status. In the first century church, a slave
was equal to a governor, a carpenter equal to a shepherd, all women equal to men, all united by the same love
that set them free and gave them hope for God’s preferred future. This was upside down from how the world
was supposed to work. Everyone knows that you curry favor with those whom you wish to emulate in an effort

to achieve and acquire what they possess. The idea that we would all emulate Christ who lays down his life for
those he loves... This is contrarian, it goes against the grain. TESM SR, MNRMPAEEE, 2/ MR
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| don’t know how to be the smartest person in the room. | don’t know how to be the most charismatic, the stron—
gest, the most influential, But | think | know how to be good. Goodness comes from submitting myself to Jesus
before anyone or anything else, because me submitted to anything above him, cannot be good. Yes ,we submit
ourselves in sacrificial love and humility to one another and to our leaders, but we never submit ourselves to any—
one above Christ. FAFBU AT EZNASRBIANA, BAIEEEZMARRSIALN, &E1HH, EELENN
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Celebrities are so compelling because they embody who we aspire to become, or we want them to be the lead—
er we can unwaveringly follow. We’'ve always had celebrities, these far—away figures that have achieved or been
given what we believe to be worthwhile in life. During the lockdown, my wife and | binge—watched a show about
the British Royal family. There was a line that queen Mary spoke which | found fascinating and terrifying. &A1&
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Monarchy is God’s sacred mission to grace and dignify the earth. To give ordinary people an ideal to strive to—
wards, an example of nobility and duty to raise them in their wretched lives. — Queen Mary & #2595,
RHEEHREFERSE. CATREE—EEREEFN, MBI ALFERSENRENMAESENES. -
L FIEEE (The Crown 27 (2R 3))

And this goes against everything we learned about in Leviticus. Remember Leviticus? We only spent 400 weeks
on it. The high priests were set apart and underwent strict purity rituals, only to become filthy and smelly in ser—
vice of the community. E—E T ERIFNIPIERIRECRAERIR, BCEFIRECIE? FPIMIEIZ B T 400ME 252
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We may not have a monarchy in the U.S. but we definitely elevate people to royalty in our culture. Ambitious peo—
ple have a desire to create this royal example for us to live by, and we let them. So who is your queen? Is it an
athlete, a CEO, a political leader, a pastor? f£EEFMRBZE EHEFHMEENIE—LARARIZ2ZAHU, BED
MAB B EHERNEERER MG, MBEMAMEST . AEERMMNEE? 2—EEERE, —E SRE, B
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But how does Jesus set an example? Does he rest in his glory above human suffering and pain in order to give us

something to aspire to? EFEAZ EEMAINE? HIEHASRIE BN AT =R < LA ERFIBERRIE?



Luke 22:24-30 New International Version (NIV)

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to
them,“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call them-
selves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table
or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But | am among you as one who serves. 28 You
are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And | confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred
one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.
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So what’s he saying? He's saying that the reigning and ruling alongside Jesus is His reign and rule is fueled by
service, by humbling oneself in the service of others. FTLABRERIEEE R AV BT EEIR? BREREFMIELtth— [ EHEME
T, MEERNZEFEERURSZRE NN, BWHMEABEAZREE S, REMA.

“The son of Man did not come to be served but to serve.” — Matthew 20
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A young man 18 years old told me recently that his experience has taught him that everyone is living simply to get
theirs. They will pretend to care about you, but ultimately, they just want to use you to achieve their own goals.
This broke my heart. —fE18m N FIEARITEHIEK, WNLEERSHNSEAETEHERTEIESHWEN., MFAERE
BOMR, B&&, ARERERMRIZEIMMECHNERN., BRAIEEZRIRBLO.

The Avengers antagonist Loki, Brother of Thor, god of mischief, calls this a “Mad scramble for power.” FE£1EME
FREAEERS, EERMNGR, BIFEzE, EEEMRATRINENZE., 7

And to what end? What happens when we reach the top? TiE—YIX & THER? SHMZZETAIENIFHES E4E
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“l wish everyone could get rich and famous and everything they ever dreamed of so they can see that’s not
the answer.” - Jim Carey “BAEBEAMELFEENNR, BRMGMASEPN—), EXMGMHHASHAETZ
£, —&B-EE

Without self-giving love, I'm afraid the young man is right. People just want to get theirs. But | also believe that
the goodness of God, his beautiful DNA, his fingerprints are hidden all-throughout the human soul. Perhaps lying
dormant, waiting to be activated. This God image-bearing part of us wants to be brought into the light. Some-
times we just need a reminder of who we were created to be. IIRREECHE, HEEFEEARNWIAEHH,
AHRERTEZBECHERN, BROABGEHNES, WEIFINER, MNEMREEARNERS, BT IREAYIA
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Brad taught us last week that things like patience, kindness, trust, these attributes are not that of the idea or

a philosophy of love, they are attributes of God himself who is love. If we want a life any better than what that
young man described to me, we don’t need to emulate celebrities in an effort to accumulate power, we need to
emulate God’s love, which teaches us to lay our lives down in the service of others. fTRhI{E ¥ ED_FIBZEFFIZ
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The kingdom of God is one that is upside down. The one who sits at the table, and the one who serves the table.
The way to glory is a descent into service. This is our unity. fREYEIE _E TEEERY, APALER, FIREAN, BED
RIENERERERE. EEHMINE—.

When Paul writes “Perfectly United in mind and thought”. This is where we find perfect agreement, Not that we
all agree with Apollos, or Cephas, or Paul, but that we all submit to Christ, Not out of a heart of exclusive Elitism,
but in a race to the bottom! Who gets to serve? The pastor who married me and my wife said that Ephesians 5
is not about who’s in charge, it's about a competition of who gets to serve the other. B1RZER &I — O — 2R ILHE
5. BRIMHKIAE—NtS, FERABRMBERREE, W5, SlERE MeRMEIERNES, TNELNE
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Liberals and conservatives, progressives and fundamentalists, evangelicals and secularists, Leftist or rightists,
communists and capitalists, socialists and nationalists, pentecotsals and sesationists, These are not the catego-
ries by which we discern the world. These are the systems we have been given by those who carry influence. But
human beings are far too complex, far too nuanced for these polarizing narratives. B HIRF{RFIK, ELSIRAEZ
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Friends, have we found ourselves in a place where we are being discipled by our culture more than we are by

Jesus? Bk, TR ZHWILFIBIERECERIFIRERERE L IE?

Maybe we need to be reminded. We are not first citizens of The United States. We are exiles in a foreign land.
This country that | love is where | live, but it is not my home, at least not my home the way it’'s meant to be. thzF
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We’ve been so conditioned to see ourselves as boxes on a ballot that we’ve forgotten that we are people in a
place. Have we been deceived? Don’t we know that | can do far more work for the kingdom day to day with the
people right in front of me than | can every four years in a voting booth? We can spread so much more light and
love being present to the people in our lives than we can being distracted by click bait media. FFIEEEIEREE
CORAEE FRNEE, MERIFITE 7T HME— @t —EA . BMARERTIH? BERMATMNE, Z8XEEE
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Followers of Jesus are not consumers. We are commissioned, we are on mission, sent wherever we place our
feet to be ambassadors to a higher kingdom. A kingdom that is not left or right, but above. A kingdom that is not
built on power and acquisition, but rather built self-giving love and service. These world’s leaders are not good
enough, our pastors are not smart enough, our governments are not strong enough. Our hope, our allegiance, our
affection must be rooted in something beyond what this world has to offer. Any human glory we glimpse on this
side of eternity is but a glimmer, a dim reflection of the glory that awaits us. Our only way to healing, our only
way to love, what unites us perfectly in thought and mind, is not that we agree on which policy or leader will en—
act the most good for the most people, but rather that we agree, that no policy or leader will ever enact as much
good as our perfectly loving Jesus. EB#fFERFEE I~ EBEE . BIMEEEIRMAR 2 BHMESEENFESE. &
EEENEAESNER, MEBLZZ L, EEBEAZZIUEENTER, MEEESCNENRSE. EEFANEMFIAH
9%, BMIVBENFIALERAE, RMNBEASEA, RMANIME, S5, SHEAAERBERENEEE FAsERMENER
a2 b, FEEKIENE—EEHMMRE AR REEI R KA FZRMNKEBLLE NBE MBS F. &K
R FE R ZE—NER, IMERMA—O—EREEN, TERMEEBEBRI S EEMEERZIALE
RANIFE, MeRfEREREE OB E EOEMEET R EUTENERNERERATHRINEULE KR,



If there is something happening in your world that breaks your heart, stop waiting for some leader to do some—
thing about it, Jesus did something about it when he sent you. Don’t wait for your leaders to become everything
that Jesus is already. Trust that Jesus in you is bringing about the reconciliation of the world. Friends, we need to
stop standing in boastful arrogance in the judgement of your leaders, and we need to start kneeling at the feet
of those whom Jesus is serving. W RAEMRHRBELERELFROE, TEBEBEEST B BRI,
IR A TE) T —HEIR TR, NEBEFGRMRMA—YIEEREAEM 71, BEEREREANERER R T A
97, BRI, HAESELEIMAFEENAE QR THETRMOEME, RMRERIGERREILHEREERENA
1.

Does this mean we don’t contend for justice, for fairness, for accountability? Of course not. We should be pres—
ent to and engaged in public policy, and invested in the choosing of our leaders, but here’s the difference, we
should never make the mistake of trusting in those systems to bring about the Kingdom of God. Any good we en-—
act on earth is a signpost pointing to God’s redeemed world. EEHRHEMNEZATENASE, AF, ULAEFES
KINFIE? ERTE. BfIEZ2 T BEBRAN TS ARER, RFEEEERMNREA, B2, FfERBE
HENZER, BMATFEARILERNIESR: NAHNEE 8B FBERAKEIR, E2rEIfieit CE S
gFENIh TS, EEIE MR R,

When we look to Jesus, we are talking about a peace that transcends understanding. A peace that empowers a
human being to be tortured and killed in the face of betrayal and malice, because it’s not about winning by the
rules of evil one, it’s about losing with faith in the One who is good. It’s about choosing to die a thousand deaths
while clinging to love rather than winning a single fight playing by the enemy’s rules. EF 3£ BEERRS, HFID;
MR TEREE T HRMNRAEES . R —REEHERNEER, BITEEEERENRATEREENTR,
EABIAEERENEDMBIESNTR, MeERAAKEMH, BN THABERNTR, IEE5EETLT—TRER
AEE, BIAERERIEENAER K.

Who are you fighting!? Paul makes his appeal in this letter by saying, “Brothers and Sisters.” This is not an arbi-
trary greeting. Look into the face of the radical liberal, into the face of the most stubborn fundamentalist, It’s the
face of your brother, it’s the face of your sister, it’s the face of your mother, your father, it's a supernatural bond
stronger than blood, a bond created in the depths of God’s being. Jesus’ Prayer was that we be one as the father
and he are one. Do you understand what that means.? We are invited into a unity and a bond that is so much
stronger than anything DNA can give us. And never in a million years, in a billion lifetimes, should we do anything
to jeopardize this family. FHFIRFEFHE? REEMMAVSHENTRERE "5 L ANWBHRFA. B~ E—ERENENIT, B
MIREE—RER, WHER—ETENERK EE—EEANRREERSE, EEMNETL, EEMNKK, BEMR
MRXHEH. BRIERANMGERN—EERE, SRENENEMMELNER, BREARMES, BRMERS
MmAa—, MGMEX—IXEMmAe—. MAMEEAREMEE? HFRBBENESMA—, B—ERE, HUAERt
DNAREARFMINE R, ERETFEENDIEHEAN, HERM U ERIEEERE?

Can we set aside our echo chambers? We endeavor to find the influential voice, the Ph.D., the charismatic lead—
er that agrees with what we think. You can find PhD’s and eloquent leaders that will reinforce anything you want
to say. If you want to say the Holocaust never happened, there’s a PhD. for that. You want to say racism isn’t a
problem, There’s a PhD. for that. ZffI5Eil P EBEEARTZE HRVOELFIT? MRBMRAZRNNEK—ERLENNE
=, PIMEHERBMRE —ROELIEEM, EIEEERNEREENEEERINBIANALR, WRIFERA
Bz BFLE, NRIMERERERZAEE, ANELEMREERE,

And this is why the kingdom of God is not built upon and does not rely upon people who talk good or do good
book learnin. EEATEMNET NEETHNERENLREERD, RESZNA,

Jesus was arguably the most effective and eloquent teacher the world has ever seen, but a LOT of people
thought he was full of it. BRER RV BER R FRAN, SERNER, BEENRAZAKR, WEEAEHN.

Look at what Paul writes at in verse 17 “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with
wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (REEE T HLEIEERE: ‘BB £ & &
RAZAKET, NDEABEE, TAREENEZE, 2GEEBENTFRETT.,

Faith in Jesus is profound and revolutionary, not because it creates perfect leaders and eloquent speakers, but
because Jesus’ act of sacrificial love on the cross delivered human beings from sin, death, and evil. Paul is say—
ing, “Don’t put your hope in leaders, don’t even put your hope in me. Put your hope and trust in the power of the



Cross.” HESRNEIIERARL BEEMN, AMAERBTEL T ENEMABERVERR, NERABEBHRITLET
RONE, ATFREEARTES, ECHNEROERZ MEREK, RERESR, TEERAENEEMS L, BEELR
ZEFENAEKS L. BIERENEOMETFRREL. ~

It’s so interesting. Human beings are simultaneously more valuable and precious than we can ever imagine and
not nearly as important as we think we are. We think we can find the leaders with the right answers, or at least
the answers we want to hear, But nothing we come up with on our own is ever perfect. REEEME: ALLBES
BENESEZ, HIER, AIRKEECUSNEE, IfRABENREMMSEEENESE, BERMIEERR

BIRBFECHENERTEER.

We believe that Jesus is always offering us another way, a way that breaks our limited categories and brings
about restoration on a level we were not prepared for. This is unity. When we look at the systems the world gives
us, the solutions the world gives us and we accept them for what they are, a glimmer, a faint reflection of the
vision God has for our fully redeemed world. ZFBEEFERBEMEE SR, SBEEMEENERN, &
AEML2ATAREINEE LFRINE, EMEamAs—. SHMAEZEHRNAG, EHANBRALN, KMRERE
REZEM, EREHHTERMENTERNBER—EMISI0 KRR,

Paul’s correction of the Corinthians suggests some essential questions, they may help us receive his words to
them as God’s Word to us: REBEFHSHEREMEHRE T —LREBHME, BLEREIHSHBRYE
IR BAIRAVES

Who are we listening to? What experts have the most influence over your lives? What podcasts, or news pro-
grams? Is it the Bible as God’s Word? Fox? CNN? Social Media Influencers? FififE:%EEzE? 1E/RFIREEH, ¥
MPETERANANSME? & SMERE, 8?7 22K, UMEMNEZLR? EEERAE, bR Fox? CNN?
BEEAREEFNERZNA?

Where do we find our “wisdom”, and how does it help us foster the unity and holiness of Christ’s body? E {31 1
EEREE? EeNOERRMERAEBNRE L EREFNE—FER?

How does Jesus’ sovereignty inform our spirituality? Why are we, as part of Christ’s body, often so easily swayed
into divisive bickering by provocative rhetoric? EBHEMUAIERMNEHNBIEER? AMTEEM, BAEEN
ixfS, AN BESMEESR D RFZIRNFERIFR?

These questions may seem impolite but they are not unloving. Like Paul, we must be willing to confront the hard
realities of our failings. We must not shy away from hard questions. ELRIBEEMNZIFEESR, BEATREREHE
B, GERE ROV EREERYITEEENHMRBOEREIRE, HALNBNEERELERZHIRE,

So friends, Can we set aside bickering and division? Christ is not divided, so we who are in him, cannot be divid—
ed. All of us however remarkable or unremarkable by the standards of culture are equal recipients of Grace, equal
recipients of the love of Jesus. And it is Jesus that redeems the world. Not any political leader, not any influenc—
er, not any pastor, not any celebrity, or any idol can be where we put our hope. Our hope is found in the work of
Jesus. His death and resurrection.FTARZRIBA R, BEMATUN THEE? BEEE A E0HN, HAEMmEmr, 1
EREDHER, BFMBA, NEREENXAMIIEEERERIEZ TN, HfIEKNEBESRNENEHEE R, &
HRERIEE 7 U5, NE2BOARM, NEETENNA, A2WE, TE2EA2ASREBBERMAPTUFTELSE. BMNE
BT ERERPTMA0 L E, MRORIE, MAYIENE.

So the next time you find yourself divided against your brother or sister, lean back on the fact they are a part of
Christ and therefore a part of you. And both of you are on equal footing at the foot of the cross, racing to the
bottom, asking “How can | serve you?” FiA T —REREBIRIRARNSR Rk 2 BEHFE, FES T HMEEBZHE
82, AR —82 . RMASESETFROAT, tb—ttEH#EEMNHE, B—8 "BEEIMRBMR? 7

Benediction &

May you be men and women who are rooted in love for one another, who in this love find unity that overcomes
any division. May you see one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, found in a bond greater than anything we
see in this world. In Jesus name, Amen! FERFIRAIREEE RN EZFRN—EA, EEZPMRKEBH—T)D R
B—. FRMIERLEEEBEREINE LWk, RPIREGSLEE FN—EEER, =EERNE, P!



