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CONNECTION - WHAT'S THE HOOK FOR THE MESSAGE? (Paint a problem, introduce tension,
tell a story, or find common ground - WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW THIS?)

Welcome...so good to be back with you...

We are in this season called Advent which means “arrival” - preparing our hearts to celebrate the arrival
of Jesus. Throughout church history, Advent has been a season of anticipation. Anticipating the birth of
Jesus, but also his return.

It’s an opportunity to remind ourselves that Jesus enters our world with all its trouble. In a time when
many of us want to escape the worries of this world, Jesus enters it.

How many of you know it’s sometimes easier to tap out? Unfriend or unfollow someone on social media;
stop inviting grandma or grandpa to family dinners because of their political views. We don’t like messy.

| try to remind myself that Jesus came into our messiness. A holy God chooses to take on our flesh,
relationships, problems, temptations, and trouble. That’s why what Jesus did for us is overwhelming. He
came into it, and he didn’t have to. He’s with us in it.

And Christ’s coming creates this season of advent, which invites us to enter our world with a fresh
perspective of who Jesus is and how he wants to love our world through us.

Let’s pray...
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ILLUMINATION - WHAT DO THEY NEED TO KNOW? WHAT 2-3 POINTS COME FROM THE
PRIMARY TEXT TO REINFORCE THE THESIS? ANY SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES COME TO MIND?
- WHAT DO THEY NEED TO KNOW?

The Book of Isaiah provides us with a framework regarding how to think about the incarnation of Jesus.
In chapter 8, Isaiah prophesied the fall of Israel to the Assyrians in 733 BC.

The Lord said to me, “Take a large scroll and write on it with an ordinary pen:
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.” Isaiah 8:1 NIV

Maher-shalal —hash-baz means “Swift to plunder and quick to carry away.” That’s what was going to
happen to Israel by the Assyrians. Super positive messaging. It's not all that unfamiliar to what we
constantly hear on the news — doom and gloom. It’s bad and it’s only getting worse.

But it’s in that context that Isaiah wrote these words:
This is what the Lord says to me with his strong hand upon me, warning me not to follow the way
of this people: “Do not call conspiracy everything this people calls a conspiracy; do not fear what
they fear, and do not dread it.” Isaiah 8:11-12 NIV

- Don’t’ think like everyone else — don’t follow the way of this world
- Don’t call everything a conspiracy
- Don’t live in fear

And yes, it is true that sometimes we don’t understand what happens or why. Sometimes we can’t
control what happens. Sometimes we can't fix the wrong that happened to us or others.

In these types of moments, Isaiah encouraged us:
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations,



by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— The people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. Isaiah 9:1-2 NIV

The struggle and suffering is not forever and it’s not the worst it’s ever been...

The tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali were in Galilee and were among the hardest hit by the Assyrians in
the 733 campaigns. But Isaiah’s prophesy goes beyond the deliverance from Assyria. He is prophesying
the deliverance of all humanity from oppression.

And this deliverance begins with a birth:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV

A child is born. In the ancient Near East, the birth of an heir to the throne was a momentous occasion,
and it was not unusual to make these types of proclamations of greatness at the birth of an important
figure. Ultimately, it was a message of hope. The darkness will not last forever because light has come —
and this light will eventually push out the darkness.

Isaiah described this child, this Savior, with four names that tell us about God’s character. Some scholars
think it’s just one compound name with four parts. The wonderful counselor; the mighty God; the
everlasting Father; and the Prince of Peace. Each of these names gives clues to how Jesus would be
identified, but each also creates tension because we often misinterpret them.

He will be called mighty God. The word mighty can also be translated as Heroic — Heroic God. This child
will be mighty and heroic. While our enemy came to steal, kill, and destroy and to make accusations,
Jesus came to seek and save the lost. He came to set the captives free. To announce freedom to the
oppressed. He came that we might have life and life more abundantly. He came to defeat death once
and for all.
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APPLICATION - WHAT DO THEY NEED TO DO? Get specific, tell more stories?

But therein lies the tension...it’s in the waiting...it’s the waiting for His mightiness to be on display in our
circumstances that is difficult. It’s not believing that God can act...the tension is when will He?

Think about the last time you waited. Maybe it was this morning for a parking spot, coffee, or to check in
your kid. Or maybe it was earlier this week in a hospital room waiting for a diagnosis. Waiting for an
important phone call or email. Waiting for the birth of a child. Waiting for a good idea. Waiting for the
fulfillment of a dream.

I’ve been studying how the Jewish people waited with hope. Even though they suffered greatly, they
never lost hope in God saving them and delivering them. They had their moments of doubt — read the
Psalms — but from generation to generation, they never lost hope in God’s power to deliver. Even after
the holocaust.

Viktor Frankl, who survived a concentration camp, wrote,

Between stimulus and response, there is a space. In that space lies our freedom and power to
choose our response. In those choices lie our growth and happiness.
- Viktor Frankl

How do we respond in the waiting? Advent is a celebration of Christ coming, but it is also an anticipation
of waiting and hoping that one day Jesus will return and make things right. Our expectation that God will
make things right one day gives us hope this day.

But so many Christians today don’t wait well. We think like everyone else in the world - filled with fear
and conspiracy theories. We watch the news and allow ourselves to be caught up in the anxiety of it all.
And we think, if | don’t do something, nobody will. Well, what about God? Do you think he stopped
working?

There is nothing to fear. Our God is mighty. | don’t know when, but | know God will have his way. He
doesn’t need me to make sure He gets his way. He needs me to love His way.

Every day we wake up in Advent. Waiting between two arrivals, but also between two victories. Jesus
the Mighty One has come to earth to deliver us and Jesus the Mighty One will come again. This is our
hope; this is our song.



And how we live in the waiting — the in-between — really matters. Because it is in that space, the choices
we make on how we respond to our world, where our growth and happiness lie.

My dad used to sing O Holy Night every Christmas at his church when he was growing up. It was my
mom'’s favorite Christmas carol.

A thrill of hope. The weary world rejoices.
For yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn.

| don’t know your story or how you are feeling about this present moment, but would you look past this
moment and remember what really happened 2000 plus years ago?

The thrill of a baby being born, but this baby is the hope of the world. His birth symbolizes the coming of
a brand-new day - the inauguration of a new way of being.

His birth represents there is always hope. No matter how dark it gets, how hard life is, how weary you
are — would you sit at the feet of the manger and wonder again about what it means to you and your
family and your community that God came and took on our flesh, our vulnerabilities. Was carried in a
mother’s womb. Ate at a mother’s breast and lived in our broken world.

And he is a mighty God.
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INSPIRATION - MAKE IT MEMORABLE - WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT (Creative elements that will
make the message "stick", recast the vision of the message)

Invite worship team back up...David wrote Psalm 18 when God delivered him from the hand of
Saul...and | feel like we need to be reminded of what God can do and wants to do and why He wants to
be mighty on our behalf...

He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. He rescued
me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me. They confronted me in
the day of my disaster, but the Lord was my support. He brought me out into a spacious place; he
rescued me because he delighted in me. Psalms 18:16-19 NIV

God responds by reaching down and holding us; drawing us from the deep waters of distress; He
rescues us from our enemies who are too strong for us; He supports us in our moments of doubt; He
brings us to a spacious place, a safe place...why?

Because he delights in you. Love makes him respond in this way.

But will you wait long enough to see the mighty hand of God move? | think when we run into our
Goliaths, we look for human ways to solve our problems, protect ourselves, defend ourselves...yeah, we
call out to him, but we secretly think it’s still mostly up to us and we not-so-secretly wonder if God will
actually show up with power to deliver.

Tell story of being on the mission field and going through a miscarriage on Thanksgiving...a care
package from Klamath Falls Foursquare Church...

There’s really two possibles responses to this message. First, do you see yourself as a possible conduit
of God’s mightiness? Do you see that He often uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. Send a
care package. Pray a prayer. Sit with someone. Small acts of kindness that God somehow uses to
display his mighty power.

You see, God is always mighty, and sometimes (a lot of the times), he shows his greatness through His
people who choose to live a certain way in the waiting. A church that steps in to care for a family in
Croatia. A friend who sits with you in your diagnosis. A grandma who never stops praying for her
grandkids.

A second response is that sometimes we have to be willing to throw ourselves at the feet of Jesus. To
acknowledge we can’t do it. We simply can’t solve some problems ourselves. We need a mighty God.

Acknowledging, admitting we have run out of options. Or the options we have, we know won’t do it —
they won’t deliver us. They may pause the diagnosis or slow it down. They may give us a momentary
reprieve. They may get us out of one financial hardship, but a dozen more wait on the other side.



What kind of Might do you need from God this Christmas? Do you need His protection in relationships?
In financial decisions? From depression and despair? From addiction or loneliness? He is able. He is
mighty — and He is waiting to hear your call and respond to your deepest need. What could happen this
Christmas if you chose to trust in the Mighty God?

So God we fall on our knees in desperation. Jesus, we need you. Jesus our world needs your coming.
Break into our world once again with your grace and power. Restore unto us the joy of our salvation. Let
us live in the wonder of the Christmas story like it was the first time we heard it. Work on our behalf oh
God. We acknowledge our limitations. But you are limitless. Extend your hand on our behalf oh God.
Work miracles by your majestic power and unlimited resources. Thank you for your love. Thank you that
you see us. Use us oh God to bring about your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. We love you.

As we finish today, we want to light an advent candle and speak a benediction over you. Invite the
congregation to stand - light the candle...

Oh God, help us...
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May we marvel at the One who strides forward in the greatness of His strength.

Who is this One who keeps his covenant of love?

He is the Resurrected God, in whose power sin and death find their defeat.

This same Jesus-raising power lives in us.

So, may it overflow and burst forth as streams of living water,

May it bring new life to all who thirst for God.

May that river which makes the heart glad satisfy “all who thirst.”

And may we guide those thirsty souls to fountains of hope, healing, freedom, and flourishing.
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	1. 아시리아의 침략과 하나님의 경고 (이사야 8:1, 8:11-12)
	요점:

	2. 고통 속의 희망과 빛 (이사야 9:1-2)
	요점:

	3. 구원자의 탄생과 하나님의 약속 (이사야 9:6-7)
	요점:

	추가적으로 떠오르는 관련 성경 구절
	기다림에 대해 생각해보세요.
	기다림 속에서 우리는 어떻게 반응합니까?
	매일 우리는 대강절을 맞이합니다.
	희망의 찬양 – “오 거룩한 밤”
	개인적인 이야기
	메시지에 대한 두 가지 가능한 반응
	기도
	마무리하며

