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For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10
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My dad loved his work. My first awareness of his work started with my mom, making his
lunch every night. Cutting up carrot sticks. Putting tea in his thermos ("Why does dad
drink tea when he works and coffee when he doesn’t?" “That’s just his way, Bo.”) |
remember her setting it on the counter because ain't no way she was getting up at 3:00
a.m. to place it in his hands and kiss him goodbye. Even with a 3:00 a.m. start time, my
dad LOVED his work. | don't remember a single sad or frustrated statement about it
while he was hauling logs. He. Loved. It. Sometimes | went with him and | remember
watching the sun come up from my place riding shotgun with no seatbelt; a little girl in a
really big truck with her dad, always wearing a plaid Pendleton shirt, who she thought
was stronger than any of the trees that truck would carry. We would drive tiny, winding
roads to get to remote sites where a big machine would lower a load of logs onto his
truck and he would wrap them with chains to secure them. He would sometimes talk
about where these logs would end up - maybe this truck was carrying the walls to
someone's home or the roof that would protect them from the weather or a piece of
furniture they would hand down to their kids and grandkids. My dad had a humble job,
but understood the worthiness of his work. He knew what he was doing and why he was
doing it. Bigger than that, he understood the JOY of it. | just heard him on a podcast,
talking about those days of driving a truck at three in the morning and he said, "It was
HEAVEN." My father loves his work. And now | understand because | love my work
too. And from this vantage point, | can see that his work provided three distinct things:
an income for us, something beautiful for someone else (the house, the furniture), and
my dad's deep sense of identity and calling. My dad knew he was living out the very
thing for which he was made.
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Fast forward to Ephesians and here we see, a God who also goes to work.
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For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10
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| know that verse makes it sound like God already did the work and now he’s just in
heaven kicking back, watching us mess up His creation, but nope - look at this one from
Philippians: -1 2= 29 otLt=0] 0101 €= O 10 OlMl= It ot=s0M # S A
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Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Phil
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God WORKS.

| have this picture of God, packing his lunch, putting on his plaid Pendleton shirt and
going to work. And his work is....me. And his work is YOU. You are His workmanship.
You are His construction site. Your family is His construction site. B4 is His construction
site. He is AT work in us...and He loves his job. Chills.

The word “workmanship” in Ephesians is the word “poema”. - it's a work of art. A
masterpiece. Masterpieces take time. It says we are his workmanship - CREATED in
Christ Jesus . That word created means ‘to shape or form...".
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Michelangelo’s Pieta. (PHOTO) Created before his 25th birthday...it took him a full year
and he carved it from one black of perfect marble. It lives in the Vatican and you have
to go to Italy to see it and you can'’t touch it. One of a kind. Invaluable.

Here’s another one. It's $56 on Wayfair. (PHOTO). Mass produced in a factory.

We are not Wayfair chotschkes ...we are masterpieces. God has gone to work on us.
He is working on us. He is shaping and forming us. And He is not forming us for the
top of someone’s desk...he is forming us to DO work as well. He is working on us to
“will and to work for his good pleasure.” We are not the products of an assembly line
and we aren’t created to work on an assembly line.


http://biblehub.com/philippians/2-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/philippians/2-13.htm
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We are HIS work, created FOR work. What kind of work? The same kind of work that
He is doing in us. 2l 12 HZ0[IH, ot)| fof E2XEJUSLICH HHEH SF2
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Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2 NIV J2{2& Atote AHEME stLEE2 220
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Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior from
their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn a
life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. He
didn't love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love
like that. Ephesians 5:1-2. The Message
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What kind of work are we called to do in our world? The work of love. That could look
lots of different ways, but from the greatest commandment to this verse in Ephesians to
so many other statements in the Bible, it appears to me that anything done without love
is done without God. Love is the signature on the work of God; it is the recipe; it is the
through line of everything he does. Love.Rc2l= AIANA HHH L2 dlet) FE&=
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And when we talk about our work, the word LOVE is tricky. Do we LOVE what we do?
Maybe not. But can we do what we do WITH LOVE? That’s a better question. Is the
thing that we’re doing -whatever it is - contributing to the expansion of the knowledge of
the love of God in our world? This is big because we are a world filled with consumers.
People who take and use and abuse and hoard and destroy. The scarcity of love has
been here for as long as we’ve been living east of Eden. Into this chaos of
consumption God places His work of love to be CREATORS of love, givers of love.
When we understand that we are the product of love, we realize that love inside of us is
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a renewable resource. It keeps growing as we keep giving. 2/t 212 20l CHH
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The workmanship of God’s hands is always about relationship. But sometimes the work
of our hands moves us away from relationship. Examples. Transportation. Information.

The creation has built systems that pull us away from our Creator and not closer to Him.



(We'll talk about this more as we move further into election season, because it’s really
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In order to work the way God works, we have to partner our will with His will. There are
a thousand reasons to Want to work OUR way instead of HIS way - so we have to be
willing to ask the Holy Spirit to work in the soil of our soul desires and to orient them
around the hope of our calling. otLIE 0] #&ots A2 & ol)| oAM= L2l
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Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence but much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Phil 2:12-13 ESV
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It's always a little sobering to me when Paul uses work and salvation in the same
sentence. But that’s exactly what he does here. He says, salvation is a free gift from
God - and it’s up to us to partner with Him to learn how to work that gift into the fabric of
our lives...to learn how to walk it, talk it, breathe it, live it in our world. The workmanship
learning to do the work for which they are intended. For which they’ve been created.
Back to Michelangelo’s sculpture. What is the work of the sculpture? Mostly, it’s to
reflect the skill and grace and work ethic of the artist. The Pieta stands as a reflection of
Jesus and Mary, yes , but | mostly don’t look at it and think about Jesus - | look at it and
think about the craftsman. That his hands made it, and perfected it. Our lives are like



that. The work we do is the work of withess. We bear witness to the grace and
goodness of Jesus. To his hope and healing. Healed lives bear witness to a healing
God. Liberated lives, bear witness to a God who sets us wildly free. Flourishing lives,
bear witness to a God who is a beautiful Gardner who is cultivating beautiful fruit in us
that will be seen through us. We are His workmanship, created for good works...for the
work of love that leads people to the King of Love.
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Paul says in that passage, it is God who works in us both to WILL and to DO. Will and
do. This is great news! If we give Him access, God can work in the want-to of our
hearts. He can motivate our heart toward the good work of love so we become creators
and not just consumers.

Sometimes people talk to me about the conflict they feel in loving people with whom
they disagree. Won't that seem like approving of their actions? Let’s revisit this verse:

838 A E20lA tt=2 2 LI otLi= 0l 22/ Sl Eote 2 &€ A 2 A 25
tAle =Y LICH ot & JYLILH Ol Ot E2 AAYLITH 2210 10
[: X

BHAlS o)
OITZ FIBICID, BlLIH S 22/ 1SS A5t R REE £ UAsLth O= 22



OtS=S ME2 det 22 SIIR0otH Kl &R0 20 AKX EEFE &
T UASLILLIIS Alg =2 N0l S8lotKl &= ArgE2 Atgote Ul 20l 250
Uiol OIOFIIE L2 gLt 11S2 diss slote X3 220?01 48 #ES
ChAl & IH & &:

Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn't love
in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that.
Ephesians 5:1-2. The Message "2l Jt O({ € Al :lalﬁcJHI N Sl E Atgotd =X
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At what point did Jesus start loving you? When you were fixed and free and
flourishing? Or while you were broken and sad and sinful? While we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us - He invested His whole life in loving us. Love like that. Be a witness
to that kind of love. Set boundaries when you need to, but never stop loving and never
stop believing that God can do his best work inside the least likely. Know how we know
that for sure? "0l =< 0] HHEEH SAIS AFZGH| Al &S UR? S4AI0| 2F6HD
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All the words we read this morning on the big screen were written by Paul. A man so
opposed to the will of God, that he had a front row seat to the stoning of Stephen. In the
early church community, Paul would’ve been voted least likely to be invited to join a
small group. And WHILE he was working to destroy God’s workmanship; God metHim.
Loved him. Restored him to life. And it's from that place that He pens one of my
favorite verses: "2 = Ot& Rl S22 2= Z=2 8201 & A S0IUSLILCH
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For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family|[c] in
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:15-19
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The work we do is the work of witness. It cannot be done without love. Do you need a
love infusion in your work today? Believe me when | say: You are already a
masterpiece. You are His workmanship - and he has hardwired His love into your heart.
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