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Message E &

Hey church! B, #&!

For those of you who don’t know me already | wanted to take a minute to tell you a little about
myself and maybe jog your memory if you're someone who'’s thinking “hmm she looks familiar - i
think i've seen her around "... #RILEFDHEMAN, HEEHE D ERHEHRM—LEAMNE
MEF. NRMBEXRBHA, hFEBRERE R hE LXRRR, RBRKERABER BHH-...

As Brad mentioned, | am a part of running Alpha. #{&Bradigit, 2B E Alphatim B2 —.

What | really love about Alpha is it rests in this middle ground between the church world and the
non church world. My heart is totally bent toward that. | was raised in the church and went to



Bible college so I've had a lot of experience in the church and around church people, but as the
Lord has continued to lead me and show me more of the person | was made to be I've realized
my niche is to be in places and create spaces for those of you who are previously churched or
unchurched. Really Alpha is a place to come ask questions about faith in a lowkey, authentic
environment. | have a philosophy degree, so getting people around a meal to talk about life and
becoming is one of my favorite things! I'm so glad that as a church we're moving in that
direction. The next session of Alpha starts on February 16th and registration is open now on the
website! ZFEFE# Aphatiitt A REEAEZRNMRNASHANFELR S H R PR, HAD 5T
EHEMRE. REXEERKILEH LAERKEMR, URAREEXENHEREENERE, B
S ETEETHER MERTES, HEHIIRWIZHZEAMMELLAAREREREHR
EMARIEZERM. EEMAphaR—ERES, EEMNIIRFERRBEMMMS. REEEL4,
LFRAMEZRMEHESREGRARBEBRNER 22— HERSEEL—BRE ZMEREE
{875 BT Alphatt) T — B2 2 A 1688B s, J7E Al UTE M TS £ EEA.

| also get to oversee all of baptisms. If you attended any of our baptism services or watched
online it's possible that's where you have seen me. H 2B A M%ETE. MNRIMBMERE
ERRFHEEREE, MAEEIIBER.

With Christina Chen and Larry White | get to lead community groups leaders. And lastly | am
at the Info Center before and after service with most of the Adult Ministry team! | have been
married to my husband Alex for two and a half years. F#1Christina Chen#Larry White & & #t
ENMEMETL. &%, REEEPLEXSHAASZTIER —EMRMG ZMELX AexBiEHE
PERE .

We got married spur of the moment in a cigar bar in Nashville. #{f#ENashvillef)— &R E i I
— B BN R

*tell story BN
Last anecdote: something we have planned for 2022. &% B8 E: FHMETE12022F ZMHIE1E.

Can you believe it's already 2022? {REEFB1E B #£20224 T 1§?

Do any of you make New Year's Resolutions? {R{fsh & A &£ 520572

| don’t typically make them anymore. | like to look back at the past year and ask the Lord what
the one main thing | learned was and try my best to live that out in the next year. | think what the
Lord taught me last year was patience - | am not a naturally patient person, but | think | will have
plenty of opportunities to live that out this year H @& Mt E]. HEHEBEREMN—F, MEH
BIMTEN—HFE2HE TFRAEERFIEEELHR. REXTEBE-FLBHNHEMD-
BARREAMUMAN, ERHERARSHUEEE—FFLHER.

Some of us don't set goals because we've never been able to keep them in the past, so why set
yourself up for seemingly inevitable failure? Or maybe you're like "I don't even know where I'd



start!" ZMPH—LEAFKBEERARMBEEERZAERFEM, BELATEEZ LT ATERIX
BT E RIE PR E IR AT REE AR KB EA A E W ERAIR!

You might make resolutions like volunteer more, give back to the community, read more books,
learn a new skill. {REJEEEM—LERE, LB LM EREE, DEHE, BEREZHNE S2FHN
HhRE.

Then of course all of the self image goals about losing or gaining weight. All of the resolutions
and goals we set are to improve ourselves - We do all of these things in the hopes of becoming
the image of ourselves that is, in our mind, most desirable. %X & 5XFr & A B8 5 AR =5 & 18 hn g
EMBEERER FANEERMREMROMBERZATREEHE- ZMAHMAELER
HEATHRAEMLEDPREENMER.

This is not unusual for humanity. In fact | think most of these goals actually come from the same
place - we don't just want to be better, we want to be the best. What is the best version of
yourself? How can you rise up from who you are now into who you want to be... i& #f A fE2k %
RTRFEE. FEL, BFAXRZHEMEBEER L RERMERMMA-HMTERE T BMERK
AR, RIFIREH EERFH? MEKRIBEEMIRERIMRBRARA ..

To do this, we start with what seems like simple questions. Volunteering regularly answers the
question how can | be more “good"; reading more books? “How can | be more right?” and
learning a new skill: “how can | be more true?” % tt, FM#E LB E MR ERLS. & & EERM
ERHLERNEE—HERTRAAREWHME BRELHNE? REKTRHEEERE? 28
R “RERTRREETY

Looking back at the generations before us, | think humanity goes through seasons of asking
new questions. BIFEFK Mz iR, HFEAANERKE TIREHHEEMNFE.

Saint Thomas Aquinas was around in the 13th century. He was a theologian who, like Plato and
Aristotle (you know those guys) believed that certain absolutes exist in the universe, including
the existence of the universe itself: there is at least such a thing as truth. EIESH-fAZERR 1
ZHENMER, ERNENTELSE &, wMRARHEERFEY , SRBRFHASN
=& AEEFHE,

In the 18th century, Immanuel Kant emerged as one of the all time great philosophers. He
believed that there are intrinsically good and moral ideas to which we all have a duty, and that
rational individuals will inherently find reason in adhering to moral obligation: not only is there
good but we must stick to it and reason comes from it. 7+ /\t#2, FELZR-FERAHEF L
LRREBAWEERZ —, B AFERAENSER, RMHLBEERS FEEMEAN
HESUARBERMES FRAE, KMEHRITE ENEEEMERL,

Within the next hundred years, people started asking the question of right. Kant and
Kierkegaard wrote about moral obligation. And a German philosopher, Hegel, literally wrote The

Philosophy of Right. TE 2 & H1—BF 4, AMBEEERENREMME, RENTRRERTEE



(EREEH). M—UERTER, REWM BTEFE(ZEZRE),

This tells me that not only do we ask a lot of questions, but we also have a lot of ideas about
what the answer might be. ;& 583, EMIAFLBFZME, HKMHMAENEEHLRHZE
%o

Today | want us to look at what | think is the most important question, and one we certainly all
ask: Am | loved? SXEEXRR-—EFEXITARREEZNHNE —ERMBSHENME - HE
WEHIE ?

One of my favorite philosophers and theologians is a woman named Marylin Mccord

Adams. She actually just passed away in 2017, which | think is important to understand that
the questions she had were asked in a very similar cultural climate/time/era to the one we're
innow. EREBHMN — T2 RFHERE — AL WMarilyn Mccord Adamsiiz £, ith 27
2017FAIAEH, EBEREZEMNRZET F i EE MR RMIRIBRAB LA XL Rix/FFR/
#CoT T RTRE AR RE,

In her book Horrendous Evils and the Goodness of God, she looks at how we reconcile having
faith in God when evil happens to humans. How could there be all powerful, good God and
bad stuff still happen? TEiHIZE/E(ERM A REMELT), ENEEMERERITREE
ABFHRKAREHAHUED, MRF—(UEEEZENH AHNEEEATHFNEERER?

This is her idea: ;& 2184

Imagine in the beginning God and creation existing close together (show space) Then our
engagement with evil separated creation from that nearness to God. (show new space)

All of creation existed now in this lower separated state. 818 — FEBIE R Y, MM ik
EREMRE MERMELAER, EEZEYRFIAHEIEE. REMENIEVHREER
HIDRERIIRRET o

But God loved material creation by uniting Godself to it and becoming human. She suggests
that this raised the level of humanity in creation and all things someday will be united in the
same way. EZ2 M EHHNAELY BBRARNSIREZHE, HEE %Lﬁkiﬁ’fi EYHER

Em— MR, KRE-XMENR :f#%%‘rﬁﬁuﬂhﬁ’]ji‘téﬁiw BE.

This not only restored the close relationship God had with humanity in the first place but took it a
step further - God now knows us not just because of proximity to us, but because Jesus is us.
Side note: this is why God becoming human, not just created, means so much. If God was
incarnated as an aIIigator it just wouldn’t have the same effect... JE FNMEWRTE T AN B TE A H
REEFR MEEET - - 5k u’aﬂtﬂ’ﬂ'ﬁmlﬁ&ﬂ’ﬁﬁ‘f‘“%ﬂﬁtﬁﬁ ERABSMKIERMPH
—&, EE)&%EHF}EWLEZWE:, TREEZAETHEM ER2EZEEW, MRMERGRELA—K
#iL s, BETEFERNIBMR,

| think a lot of the time we have an image of an either so distant God that there is no possible
attempt for understanding or relationship. We imagine a God who sees us in our suffering and
brokenness and turns away from us, runs from us, pushes us further down in punishment for



our brokenness. AR ZEHEHZMEGHWMEE RN, AR T HEMNEILRARM, HME
BHEEEMEZZHMNME, TAMEBESHEMAMSE , BEHEM , IELRMHEIE RN
iz mEEMYEE.

Through Jesus, what we see in God is such deep love that God would actually become one with
that thing that is broken, endure it's suffering and make a way for us to rise out of it into perfect
love. BB ERER, HMBIMERMETHNE, wEZLACEEERBETN—8 , AZETH | it
ATMRE—IFRERMTLEERTEMNEE,

This is the love Jesus shows and it comes from the beginning of his public ministry: His baptism.

EEEZBAMBEME RN, AL RMEATASE TS R %,

Turn with me to Matthew 3:13-17 KR ELE — &I ZI EE(F AT )3E 131751
If you grab one of the Bibles in the pew it's on page
| am reading from the NIV version

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to
deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied,
“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”

13 4. BRERMMNFIFIKRBIAER, ATAH, ESZMHOR 14 AHBEEEM, #, &
LZRAIE IRREI EERIXERA, 15 BREREIEH ., REETE . BARIMEIXFEREMR
BRI . (FEHL) TRA®MVF 76 BNk 738, BEEIMKE LR  RZRRAMF T, tRE
N @R, HHSFET, BEMSLIT MXEEFEH. "XRENEF. HMERMN,”

We just had a baptism service in November, and one of the things | talk about with people
when they are considering baptism as the next step in their faith journey is the physical
representation baptism has of you dying to yourself, being cleansed, and raised up into new
life. EM+— A HORBIFE —EREiR, REMREE T RERZAMARSWEREZ -7
BRERHER, ARERZFZMUZRIEE, BRRESE EEHAL,

This is not to say that Jesus had a self He needed to die to, but this act of Jesus stepping into
new life and moment of partnership with the Holy Spirit was His public declaration of
commitment to being the Anointed One. To being love in the flesh. This is also an invitation to us
and an example of hope to us for what’s next in our lives. All of the incredible things Jesus did
had to come out of Jesus’s humanity in partnership with the spirit of God otherwise it would all
be unattainable for us today. ;8 M 2R BN A E —E LR B K, 28 @ LIS B ERE A FK M
MFEMBEESHEMN—Z, SHUAEGRENBUAE ANES, REURASEREY, ®
EHRBMWBBENREMDLNERK, FEMAPRRMAENT R, FTA IRMRRTTA RIS
SESEMMEAM A AN—EAMNBRSRELHRN, TASKXERMERALEN TR,



This moment launched Jesus’s public ministry. (Actually directly after this He was in the
wilderness tested for 40 days, then we got the sermon on the mount (which is a timeline to study
in a different message)). BUT What this means is the moment He went into the wilderness He
had this experience of coming out of the water, the Spirit descending on Him, and along with the
Spirit a voice. ;8 —ZIERER I A BB ERIEGRFAIB T . (B LEZRLZEEEEETZ T40XRM
#he RREAMATBIZFANELEN (RESTREEINS —@EREFEE) ) EX EFsRHEE
EREMEERTRMEKLERE T KHER ZEZECERIGHS L REEFETIRE.

Let’s look back at verse 17: And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with

him | am well pleased.” ZEHKfEIEF F 1781, —EABESUHXRLER, ‘XRENEF. BRE
[23:0

Jesus knew two things in this moment, in fact the two most crucial things:

AL RERM M E, th 2RBEAMES:

1. He was Loved fth 2 Z#HEZH,
2. God was Satisfied ¥ {thBim=.

Jesus enters into his official ministry with a special affirmation from God which is the fuel for
how He lived out His life until crucifixion and resurrection. In all the conversations Jesus had
with people He made a way for them specifically to encounter God’s Love as well. If you've
been with us through this series, think of the past few messages: HﬁﬁﬂE‘tﬁ-ﬁt“ﬁﬂE’JE E#
EHMAEATN, EhEthsRTEBEEEIMMIHRETHE N, THBﬁxéﬁiAH’JFﬁ’E
it EEEAMRZIHUKRE, MRM—ENBEMA-ESE T EEZERS § *E H
EHEEER:

- Through the Leper Jesus showed us His instinct to move toward the untouchable. & X fiif

R AR IR R R AE R MMt B BE R AT i AR A A BERID B

- Nicodemus needed to be loved out of his rigid morality and religiosity £ fE S E B H X ZE
RELHERBRBDIRER,

- Zacchaeus was proof that Jesus will hangout with surprising people in surprising places

HEZEATHRSNENHABRERSN MG HEE,

All of these people have in common that the love of God met them where they were at and the
people around them got to partake. FT B E L A ERI I A 2 M7 AT EMER T4
]ﬁ ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ.EIJA%BE//~o

This series is about understanding Jesus through His interactions with humanity. So what
about through John? 3& B 538 % 51| 2 B KL B AZ BR A % 1 B A MBI — M IBEEEFE
mE 2



John wasn’t just a guy Jesus stumbled upon near a river who He asked to baptize Him. John
was the guy. Jesus traveled to a particular place, the Jordan, sought a specific person, John, for
an express purpose, water baptism. John the Baptist was such an iconic figure in Christanity
that people actually thought he was the Messiah. §E % FI8 £ (£ B ERERIS TR TE R BB R EE
M@t 2%, MENBEER BNREREIRFENMA, HER, FESEMW—EA, 8
A THREMBR, B2K%E, BRENBREEHDPRELEANY, UBRAMLUAhIWELS,

People were in anticipation of someone coming to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to earth and
restore creation- to bridge the gap. This was the message John preached - that that time was
near. He called people to repentance with a sense of urgency, not just feeling sorry for wrong
doings but a change of life. This prepared the way for Jesus’s ministry. A& R HIER EE A2
REXBEMAREH L IRERERAMRER - BREBRE LEZEFR, SEEENBERBNAR -
BrEE T . hB vt # S A MiEd, FEREMESMRINK, M EHHIE, SBKY
EEHT TER,

Remember when we asked those questions at the beginning? John did the same thing! ;=252 1%

A —FAsa R R A AR L R RE S 2 ¥ & th R,

When Jesus tells John to baptize Him, John hesitates in verse 14: “But John tried to deter him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” EHRER &SRV A,
HMBE, EF146, ‘AR EEIM , F  RIZHRO% , RRE LRIXBERL 27

In other words: “Is that right?” He’s double checking and wanting certainty. “Are you sure,
Jesus?” Wt @R, “SHMHIE ? th S AEMEBHER. REEME, BREX 7"

Verse 15 In the Message version says % 1581 7E 15 RMREE R hiE R

15 But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming
together right now in this baptism.”

1SM@EBER MTEHE, BFAHAEMEEEAEHERNE (HMF @)
cMBHBEFT M,

So John did it. AR LARIEERM T -

Jesus knew John. He knew how to respond to him in his moment of doubt: “this is a moment
you have preached about. You know I’'m the one foretold. ” Even though it wasn’t “correct” by
John’s standards or necessarily make sense to him it was the way the Lord planned to move.
John was not forced or ordered to do so, he “consented” voluntarily to perform the ritual after
listening to Jesus' rationale. BRERFREE KT8 - tth&0& AN AT 72 $9 80035 (B A 1 TE RO B ZI| B FEfth - 58
MEIREEBERZ MRAERUBTAERNOB—. "EBESHNNBRRILE IEEE”Ei



ARREEFEE SAREIHEBHFETH. NBAETE2H AR B W TERM, MBEMET
BRERFT AR B 8 TR 18 [R) B E AR AL

Through this exchange, | believe we learn that we are allowed to have doubts and to ask
questions in the presence of Jesus. 7Ei& @ #1555, HAREH ML T T FHMEIRERAO AT
ERAFERRMEEERN,

God’s work of putting things right in the world is not contingent on our understanding of
rightness, goodness, truness. It is about Christ meeting us in our doubts and questions and
moments like this in a similar way. This is what love looks like: Christ showing us we are known,
we are loved, and He is satisfied. Remember the gap we talked about earlier? (show gap filling
motion again) fHEHFRFEEERIEMNEFTEM AEURARHEME R IER, X£&, MEEMNER. M2
FAREEARMMERMEES BENENE—Z) REMEE, EREMNRK EESHRAM
BMWIER B2 MAMI SR, RERM AT 02 R/ RS ?

Love is the only thing that can fill the gap. No amount of being good or right or true has that
power and no other love than the one of God coming to us has the ability. It is the power of
His love that fills the gap and raises us to be all we can be. & 2Mf — 7] LIE##HERB AR
Eo BRUELCASY, EETROSF, , EERBEEMEREN. RTHBARSHNE, WERFINNESR
ERMIKEE, REMBIEFSIRE, FHMAAS, ARSRMTUKREN

Do you believe this is your own life?{R#E{E5E th 2B S M EMmIE ?
The new year offers us an opportunity for new beginnings. We have the opportunity to take a
beat. To reflect on the past, see how far you’ve come and ask yourself who you've become. It's
a chance to pivot where you recognize things are going downhill fast. When you ask these
questions: am | Good? Right? True? When you ask if there is more to life and more to who you
are than the way you're living, the answer is yes and there is a way to get there that doesn’t
involve crazy extravagant measures. It doesn’t require you striving to be the best you can be.
The message that John the Baptist preached and the message of Jesus - the Gospel -
designed to nurture human flourishing. If God is restoring all things in, through, and for Christ,
then that includes our interior sense of our own well-being. This isn’t merely taking psychology
or philosophy and adding a veneer of Christianity. Time and again, people who have an abiding
trust in God’s love for them as disclosed by the Spirit are resilient. The gap between you and the
person you were made to be has already been filled with love for you. Stepping into that is the
best version of yourself. #F F#AHMFRITHIGIRMIBE, ZMEREMHIVES. TUREB
= BEMRETSE BEHCHATHERHA B2 —ERERRELGIIEETHHA,
;?1’]’FEIE“F'EJ% HEEB?EREG?EER? EMAMAMEALIMRETZIREE LG
 BEEREW, ﬂﬁE.WTﬁF-.EjC%ﬂ#ﬁ_IuﬂlLo ET%EV]’”?JEJ’ZZ%EE-'!I?E’JEE iR
Fﬁﬁnﬁﬂ’lﬁﬂﬁﬂ’ﬂim BEE,
it AEEERESY, %Bﬁﬁ&’ﬂ%&ﬂ’ﬁmm ga Eﬂk ’Jf“‘*o 1_7r\fi@zi > Epﬁu*ﬁ%%
CHEENEEBEENAR. BE Hn%mEﬂW&T#E’Jﬁﬁh/b\ﬂ’])&ﬁmﬁsﬂﬁﬂﬁ BRAELRA
RAEE & Al A R A i E’JEE#’EE%“‘?&?$¥T1TE’J§L€7%ET . EEREZRIFHECIE,




Benediction: #ii&:
May you be people who know FE{R{f%0:&
1. You are loved and {R 2 #HE i
2. God is satisfied. fi2ERIRHI,
May you be people who allow love to fill the gap between who you are and who you are made to

be FERFI R B RIEMBAEMMMBEERKRERSBIRMIER,



