Advent Week 4 His Loving Presence
EERREREN RS SEMA tEHNRE

Announcements & E18
Merry Christmas. Welcome everyone. BoFER 44 Bl KSR !

Online Christmas Eve service, will be available on B4church.org on Wed 12/23rd épm. Invite friends,
family, people over zoom, grab a candle, candle-light service at your home . B2 3it4R FER&§#E12H23H
B=THFAREBEHGHEEB4church.orgb .

Look forward to welcoming you to in-person service in January 2021. Be on the look out for in-person
service registration (opens every Monday morning on the week of service). 3 services each week,
startingon 1/7/2021. #2021 F—ARMPHFEFHEERES. FAMEEREMNER. SEFE=EEE (
BT) . dFfi§iNEE—F EHN.

6:30pm Thursday evenings & PO 6:30
9am Sunday mornings B H 494
1Tam Sunday mornings I8 H E4-1124

Also start in January 2021, many Events, courses, groups: go to B4church.org. B4ME2021FE1H, e
HESERNIEE, 2, NE. BRFEEHEIL B4church.org FMER.
PRAYER: =24

RELEASE disappointment, frustrations, heartbreaks, broken dreams to God L, #ir, (L8, K%
HYHATR4R o

RECEIVE joy, peace, love, presence, and ask for what you need specifically 485 =4, E&, &, ME
£, REMEBIRTEEN

Give thanks to God ki

Advent Giving [&Ba &1 &t

* Aswe’ ve mentioned the past few weeks, every year in December we take an additional offering
that we use to focus on needs that are beyond our normal scope of ministry . FF £+ = AR EFR P40
BE—EFRNER, BEEILBABEFRETIMNSEEL.

* From helping homeless students in Beaverton to helping churches in Rwanda, to feeding families
during the pandemic...these funds go directly to meet those needs and advance the gospel in prac-
ticalways. EEHBILLHIER2ENERTHNS24AM, IEPEERENEE, IREBHTEFTENRERHR
. ELEHFEHMEEENEELTFE, AERNGAREEES.

e | want to encourage you to pray, and ask the Lord what he might have you give to this years advent
giving I ENfREE, REMMES FHRESHEEFHISTRBIRE—TE L LB AINER.



* | know Cheri and | are having that conversation in our home.And | want to invite you to join us, and
consider what you might be able to give, above and beyond your normal giving.F &iE I A A Cherifn
REERPINRPIHMNZR. RUEBRMATKP, KERERFRNERZ LR RINER.

* You can text to give following the instructions on your screen, you can give online or mail in a
check, or even drop one by the office. ZEV AT : G5, =y, FXE, JEWTEXTIHE,

Message 28

* Now, today is the fourth week in our four week advent series. And advent is all about recognizing
that some of the greatest things we long for, in life, are actually found in Jesus. And during the cele-
bration of his birth, we take time to lean into this truth. That joy, hope, peace, and love are universal
human longings. And, that these longings are ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. {95k ZIFEEEHHISINE. F
FHEANEIRMEESPRBEMNMLSRA, HEEIMHPHE . AEEABIRNREENZTE, T
RERERMEAGERERE: REEY, BE, ¥, MEZARTEBIGE, HEHPEIINE.

e And that brings us to today’ s Advent theme: KB T 58

Love &
* This is one of the most compelling questions facing people today:
“Where do | find real, true love?” “FREWERTIUKIIEILEN, EEHNE? 7

* But if you think about what drives people? If you think about what people think about when they are
alone? If you think about what wounds people? If you think about what makes a person do something
crazy? More often than not, it comes back to LOVE (B EIHEE ARNE /1, & AMFEBHRR &M PEH
B, HEAPAZNG, AZ2HTEEAMEEIENEE. AMAEEHOINZEEETE.

e See, we live in a culture that has rightly identified the desperate need of our hearts. We long for love.
We compose songs, make movies, and write books - all about love. B I XL S ELE F IO a1
MHE. HMBEE, HMAREEH, HEX, 5F

* We are desperate for it. To love, and be loved. It’ s woven into our DNAR B I EEBNEE. =
LEZBIE R PIRIDNAE.

* The Beatles were on to something when they sang, “Allyou needis love.” FZamLEXIEE] “RETEE
MREE" .

* What if all we really needed was love? What if love was the key that opened the door to a meaning-
fullfe? IERERMRBENREE, IRBIRESEENAL, TEEER?

* Now, maybe you stop and say, “Wait, Brad - that’ sjust culture. That’ s not the Bible.” In the New
International Version of the Bible uses the word LOVE, 538 times. That makes LOVE one of the most
popular words and talked about subjects,in the Bible R &ERIEN L, TEELK, BAENIVEREIA
‘BT WIREIS38R % . EFFERELRELRMNANN mRZIN—EERE

* Infact, there’ s an entire book in the Old Testament dedicated to telling the story of love between
aman and awoman. It s so scandalous that Jewish young men weren’ t allowed to read it until
they reached adulthood BB —AEFER —EBAN—ELXAZBENGE. EAEHENHAZ L
HE, MANBRERFEZIRTEBEELRS.



* Not only that, the Bible uses six distinct words for Love. NMEaity, B EE H T NERE R
In the Hebrew: & 1A%k EE

* Ahava ¢ Raya * And Dod.

In the Greek: # fifizE

* Agape * Phileo * Eros

* Not to mention several others that capture various nuances of love . 8 B iFLL Eth IR KRR R E RN ZF
METER

* Oh, then we have the great commandment. That time Jesus was asked what the MOST IMPORTANT
thing was. ¢ And do you know what the primary verb was? ¢ LOVE. Love God and Love People. &H
MRS HEAN. IESEEZNEFAREE. BAFNEMR.

1 John 4:7-8
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

245y — & 4.7-8

/HEMSRZE, AMEERELEHAE, AREERMAN. LAEBLH, BEHRMWE,
THR#AM. 8RAELH, MARAR, BERHMEE

e That’ s pretty hard to miss. Love one another. And if you don’ tlove, you probably don’ tknow
God. BECAUSE...God. IS. Love. BEZEARBT . ZRUEE. WREZEE L, REZMTRHAME. BAMHE

* Love, is hardwired into our humanity . Z 58 5F B ZI £ A M

* Sowhat’ sthe problem? Why the complexity and confusion around love? There are two I’ d like to
address today FEEERR? Rt ERRBEBEESNERMKE. SKREBTIME.

* The first is personal, or individual.—{@&2 & A g9
* The second is cultural.—{EZ L H -

* The individual side of this is touches an incredibly intimate part of our being. & A 8175 1 8 5% 2 3 P48
HIEERBRAR B S

* [tdoesn’ ttake long for us to realize that love is dangerous. Children love recklessly. In our earliest
days, we have no boundaries on our love. We give it, and we receive it, freely. But there’ s a dan-
ger in offering our love. We can be wounded. We can be hurt. And scars can develop over those
wounds, complicating all of it.

RERBFPREADIERERN. ZFHNBEE—BTE—VNE, 55%%5‘?0 HeEitss, bERtES. BE4
EEIZEERN. RATRGEHRESE, 6. BOMGE, BEFEE5E%E
* That’ swhy | find C.S. Lewis’ words on love to be so powerful. 8N ZENIEER HHIEEE.

e In “The Four Loves” Lewis writes this:

“To love at allis to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be wrung and possibly broken. If
you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to no one,

not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements.
Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, air-
less, it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, iredeemable. To
love is to be vulnerable.” — C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves



‘REEZREMEARMNES. FTERBEMRA, R CHEHHE, EEAREME. IREBERET
AR, BERCATRESREFNA, EEHFUHEEEN. BEBEFMBLEENZIILRNOFAERE
ok, BEMAME. SEReHEEEBMANEMNE. BERENERE, BE, B8, MSAZENENE
TRV OA RS . EAREWRE, THESEATH, MEE, MATRE. ZBHEHEEeRMnmEs. ”

—Bmbl, <MUEE)

e A loveless loneliness is safe, but as the pandemic has revealed, that kind of isolation is the worst sort
of torment for humans. Which is why, no matter how we’ ve been wounded, there’ s still a part of us

that craves it s BEMNABRETREN, EEREIBIH A MREN—TEINE.

c ERAMTERERMZE, RMERN—EINBEE.

* Which brings us to the problem of culture. B2 2 @I LB F E -

* Oscar Wilde once said, “The heart was made to be broken.”  “O &R 2 R AR R . 7

— Oscar Wilde B+ =

* But wholeheartedly disagree with him. The heart was made to be whole and full of love. H T2 RNEE
fiEE. CHIEREEEPT L,

* What’ s broken is the way our world has told us to find love. The pursuit of a love is cluttered with
cultural mythology and incomplete understanding of the human soulfE R EtHH R SRR PIELSHKE
HENESA AR UH ANERT T 2N IBRESEE.

* Society has painted a picture of love and romance whose greatest accomplishment is that it leaves
most people disappointed or disenfranchised. Our cultural examples or teachings on love are frac-
tured and shallow at best, and downright destructive at worst. i+ & %1 F3R 728 103514 B s st U st 2 55 K38
@fﬁ‘éﬁﬁk%%%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂ@ﬁ‘éﬁo B A BB B EEMNRRESREFZERN, E—LHREAF
AR

* They objectify other human beings 385 A & )5

* They confuses lust for love JREREER & i =

 it’ sdriven by impulse and emotion. # & B F11E 42 8e{F

* And worst of all, it” snotrootedinredlity. Fx#EHE, EARNEZIRENRIRE.

e Andin the end, we’ ve placed enormous pressure on the people in our lives to fulfill wildly unrealistic
expectations of love. f 4%, FKFHFEANEHMAERMEFFHIPBLAS £, FEMMFEHISERILME
BRERMERF,

* Comedian and public personality, Aziz Ansari wrote a book a few years ago, called Modern Ro-
mance. It was his take on the complexity of finding love in today’ s day and age. But there is lan-
guage laced within its pages that is incredibly revealing. Amidst his observations, you also discover
his expectations. ZEI/EE A RAYAZIZ AnsariEFRIR 7 —4F, WHERICRE. REIMHEESHRKS
BERNEREMENEEL. RETSIRZHESXUNER, FEFERME. EMRNEEF, REATLAER A E]

7+
1~Fo



* Listen to this one excerpt: &

“The soul mate marriage is very different from the companionate marriage. It’ s not about finding
someone decent to start a family with. It” s about finding the perfect person whom you truly, deeply
love. Someone you want to share the rest of your life with...But searching for a soul mate takes a long
time and requires enormous emotional investment. The problem is that this search for the perfect per-
son can generate alot of stress.”

Aziz Ansari, Modern Romance

‘BRAEBNERRHEERERATE. EBRFENBETSERET —EFNAR—BRIRE, MEEK
HEAEEREPEZEMA, —EEERLEM / BOZHRENA. . - BESHR—EERFEFERRER, I
BEREERNBRIRA. BMBEER, SEBETENATEERKNEN. 7

-Bz57% - ZEEE (Aziz Ansari) |, IWRIRE

* Do you hear what he’ ssaying? First, he referring to the ‘perfect person’ {REEZ| T IE? How would
you like to be on the other end of THOSE expectations?& 4, fimRESK—ETENA. FRIEEDERE
EEAGFN S, REEKER - 5Z—EABERETEN.

* This perfect person is supposed to also be you SOUL MATE.58—, E{ETENAEMIRHNERFE.

* Now, there’ s one thing that is right in this. Aziz IS identify the source of our longing. e Itis our SOUL
that longs for love BB —B 2 1. AzizsR I FIH BB EMNRIEEE 2FEN R MR EHR

e Butoursoul’ s “mate” was neverintended to be another mixed-up person. Al 2T “FF1R"
TR—EEHHNARER T RPRELEHN.

* Youdon’ tneed another human to be complete R ARFE FZ—EANRE{RTEL

e That’ swhat our culture has said. You need someone else. A perfect someone else. You need a soul
mate. Butit’ ssimply. not. rue AR PMLBHERFRI: KBEZ—EA, —EREZEMA, —EER
#E. BETEEN.

* Well, It means that most of us are walking through life a bit wounded and longing for this thing called
love MR MMEGT, BLEZE, BEEEMMENRA.

» And Jesus knows this. B &RE1E .

* In a world that longs to fill this gaping vacancy of love in our hearts, we look can see something in
the coming of Christ that seeks to fill that void. £ R E g F|2k R 3 IR E R Z R E M AP ES o

e This is the power of the advent season. st ZFE ZEE&IRVEE

i

e [’ sthatreminder, that moment of, “Oh yeah, that’ sright.” FHXZIFZ2, BHEE,
EREEIM ‘M, EHH, HHFNIIRREEZMERMOEMNTHR

* When you look at the birth of Jesus through the lens of love, it all makes sense. EF MR BEN BERE
ERERRIREAE, —IERBEE T -

Iigk

g, ME,



* Think for a moment about your expectations of true love, and then consider that in Jesus we have all
of the beautiful dimensions of love personified in him. IR K FEEEH D HEZNHIS, REEEPRER, 2
FEENAENEREMEE AT FES IR TR

* Think about Presence, for example.Lt 20:8 E 4E
* Love craves presence. e It thrives on proximity. Some people would say their primary love language

is time. Presence. B2 NIt BE R E. RPFRIENFEEREBLULE. BMNASREPIREIENENES EF
i F[E 1 .

e Story: The Jet Ski guy EEFERE/INMABIELSS -
* But love, is always connected to presence. BEEME BB E—E.

* And if there’ s one thing God makes clear through Jesus, is that we can have A Present Love. fH{£ B}
SRR KRR, RAETUAE—ERENE.

* Jesus, the Incarnate God, is present on the scene. That’ s the whole point. He enters the human
story. * He joins us in our journey . Hi &k, LRRSHIH, HBEFEE. SHSBENENETR. MEAAEN
. fhEARPINKRRE.

* He replaces the Temple as the point of contact between the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of
the earth. BREREXX B2 B A /R i HY B ANt b 1 B B s de Bt

» After Jesus God would no longer be considered a geographically-specific, and ethnically exclusive
God. f£ ik &, MABEXEEE X EIR KRR,

* We now have God, with us. IR 7= 55 R R 1E
* We have God, in the flesh. B #LERS .

* We so easily forget the super-natural realities that are a part of the Jesus way. But Jesus himself said,
“l will be with you always.” RE 5isreis B B RHNIRE 2 MRME &R — &5 . [EERERERMR: ‘&
BRI —RE FKKIRR

* And in John 14, he tells his disciples he will send his Spirit to be alongside of us,and to be our comfort-
er. NERE 145, EERERPIEMSIBINEBAI, MM RER.

e [t’ s all about presence.jiz—1J)&R A E £ -

 Christian history is filled with moments when Jesus has met people in their solitude BB H B 27 m T

ERRIER, BRSRELA FI7Efth IR BEE  AE1B.
e It sapresentlove. EE—EXMEENE

* |t’ salso A Desperate Love. We don’ tthink of God as desperate, not in the sense that he is flus-
tered, or doesn’ tknow what to do, and lacks resources. But when someone is hopelessly, deeply in
love, one is also desperate to be with, to connect with, the object of one’ s affections.If you think the
jet-ski riding Romeo was desperate, think about God from this perspective.Z2 & — BB I E. EAE
MMBE, MR, THNEZEEM, ERZEFEN. E—EARUTWRRNERS, SEAMSTUNLLEE
IRMtWET M AESS, . URFKMBSBESEREN/NMAFEZEAESEMFZLH, PR LAEIRE
B A R SR AR AR

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.



e E 36-17
16 THEHA, EEFMAMNBETHAMEM, M—UEMREHN, T2RT, REXKE.

IVTHRAEMEMME FREE, FTREEEHAMNE (HF: FHAEA; TH) , DTEEMHEHA
A i 15 %K

* That was an unreserved, selfless act, designed to solicit the strongest response of love possible. 2
—EZEFREN, BEANTE, AEZSIRMABHAZINOE.

e Just how far was God willing to go to love you and be loved in return? | think we can see it it pretty
clearly when we look at the cross. But even at the birth of Jesus, we are faced with his sacrificial love.

WETRRMMENREZEHRM, WERHMEIEENEL? AMEETFRIEET .. EREEBHRE, K
Pt & AV Z .

e Paul, writing to the church at Philippi was unpacking how followers of Jesus should live toward each
other, in love. But in the process, he brings something to light that reveals the nature of what took

place REEA LB EREFHR T IHNIREE B ERERE PHFHI. £EHRNBERMLERT
ERERPE A EH.

Philippians 2:5-8

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather,
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even
death on a cross!

FF 37 tE & 2:5-8

SIMEBUEERSKN LR O :

bt ABEHNTEER, TUEBCRHBAEFRAEN;

ITREEZ, BTRENTER, RAEANERX;

BEEBEANKZF, MACER, FLBER, XERE, BRE+TFRE.

* He made himself nothing. BR#kEC -

* He traveled an unimaginable distance, relationally, to do so. He risked everything to be with us,
holding nothing back. BRER1TIBIE N Al BRI B {7 LI ERE. fthify E—1), Z=ERE, BT EHRBME—
#o

* His love is a desperate, risky love. Andit’ s a Selfless Love.fh i Z 2 — @5 E8EH, MERHNE. —EE
FARIE o

* As he said, he did not come to demand the prerogatives of his divinity. He came to take neither
riches, power, or worship. i ELERéF=R, R AR ERIIMIERMNEENES. TRATRHEIESE, s,
HEEFF.

* He demanded nothing as he “made himself nothing.” % B/EFAEXK, KMED.



* Instead, he traveled like a vagabond, having no place to call his own.fth F R E—ERREE, E80
PARLEE R B3t 77

* When tired, he still healed. JE Rt {H7REE Ao
* When thirsty, he still taught. 138 R {i5AZE A -
* And when murdered, he still prayed for his tormentors. & #3%0s, R BITEMBN AT S,

e |f Love puts that kind of pressure on human relationships, human relationships collapse. But if love
puts that pressure on Jesus, his love expands. IR I FIEE R EIFEMESENBENEANBRERES, AR
FBRIHET . ATRMRRMHEABHELERMEENE TGS L, MNEMERMAR. thHNEEEEEERN
& 170

“Jesus is like a godly tsunami of love, pushing back all resistance in his advance. It is not the projec-
tion of power that pulses the charge. It is the magnetic attraction of a completely selfless love.”

- Pastor Steve Mitchell

ERSRmLR RO — 1R, ERNERER LI — VIR DERERT . EEWHNNERIRENENHRS, mEkRE
R— BT = BN BT S F1. 7

- Steve Michell#Em

* So, let’ s go back to Jet-Ski guy. Why do we find that story so attractive? Because it’ s hardwired
into the human heart that real love, goes the distance.[@ ZiE EEIEE/ MATF S £, BFAETEEEEME
HEMHRSIA. BREAMOCHRRNERMEE, EEEREREH—1EREN.

* And no one has gone the distance that Jesus has gone.;8 B A ZERER AR e iE S — T EEEE.

* As we approach Christmas, we approach the answer to the deepest longings of our hearts. We’ ve
longed for love. We’ ve looked for it in all the wrong places. But through Jesus, love found a way to
find us. & # P EDSEE ST, HRPEB A OPERNBELHIE. RFBEE. RMES—EERNLES
KE. BEIEHE, BRI —EREEFHM

e |don’ twhere you are today as you watch this. | don;t know if you’ re wounded. | don’ tknow if
you’ relonely.ldon’ tknow if you’ relove starved in the middle of the crowd fREH EEHN =T,
EA%E, B, AEREREAFEDANHBUNLBE.

* But what | do know is this: When you Say yes to Jesus.You say yes to the love of God. And that is what
your heart wants most.

BRME, ERHIBHERE, FUHWNERZ. MESRNOREBEN.

Benediction =

* May you be men and women who hear your hearts cry for love . BB/R BIEEHRIA, & HERFERC
RERNE B MHEERBE.

* And may you find that cry answered, in the cry of this child, born in bethlehem #5128 BRI BIREFZ], FA
REIRHEEMEKEEIERE, AEEESERENEZNS L.

* May you know, that YOU, are, loved FRIRFIEERIEFHAMER, RANER. EEEHH2ES. M
F9.



