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Intro: Who is Jesus? ®iIS: BRER 257

Week 2 of Advent, and week 2 of our series Humankind. “EESE[EZEGE"895E =8, LUK F 1M
B NEERFIBYE —E

We think the most important question you will ever ask is “who is Jesus”? And our goal
in this series is to begin to answer that question. M2 AR LIRIMEEZ/IRIE S ER
R 2? EERIMBEZEEFIEEEEEMRE.



SO Who is he? #12FE?
Jesus said of himself... BRER:RZIBE ...
“...Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father...” -John 14:9 “. ABRTE ,AEF
RTR.-H@mET 149
Later NT authors summarized this idea in this way, "Christ is the visible image of the
invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation”
-Colossians 1:15 NLT #RHIFHIEE EXMEE, ‘EEZRTFEFR 281G, g —1)
WRIERILLE, RESE L. -TEBE 1:15
This is the lens through which we are going to look at the passage of Scripture today.
What do | mean? §XEMBBEEEFEREREX. HETEER?
Dad... Can God change the seasons? -Isla &&... L FaEEFHE?-Isla
-her lens is through her experience (limited because she is 4, but so stinking
cute) -her lens is through her desires (summer in December) -fthi&@ith B 2 A9
FEVE % 8RBR( R AR B4R, RUMARET)- BB REERIIMAMIFESE (E128
HIEX)
The lens in which we see God should be Jesus. That was His intention. 7£§5F#&
HMEE LFR 2R, SEF R B /Y.
Jesus is revealing to us the character of God. HR % A 3 MBEIE £ %580 4%,
What he is like. #2EKRHA.
How he relates to us. #: F1EK B ERNEIER.
What he thinks about us. # 2 EBEE&MH.
What he thinks about the world around us. #/E&ERMEABERHT R
Where this story is going. & {E&SEMNFER M E.
Transition: So today we are going to look at two stories about two people who have
encounters with Jesus. The result (I hope) is that we begin to have a fuller picture of
who God is revealed to us in Jesus and a clearer understanding of how that impacts
our lives today. Luke 7 in your Bibles.
BiE: §XEMEERERRREANGSINKNSE. BRE2(FEHSFE)EMFARE—EE
SETHEEFERKPREMBR EFEH THENMTZLERMSRNLEE--ELE
MEBNEEtE.

MVMT 1: The Centurion // Luke 7:1-10 MVMT 1: BXE// IBN{EH 7:1-10

1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered
Capernaum.

TR ERREMABT TE—VIZRMETNEE.

This transitional verse is preceded by Luke’s recording of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
In order, Jesus teaches about: 738 EXi8iE XX 2 /i, BRINKC &% T EREREGE(LEEEN, BR

fRZE:



e Love your enemies E{REGMEL
e Don't judge “the other” harshly. &I A
e Good behavior flows from an internal goodness, what some might call character,
but it is that which is a manifestation of God’s life within the person. B#F#94T4
BRAENEE, AABZAMRE, BERERLTFEASG LHAEMNEE.
Jesus is teaching his followers who God is by describing what his Kingdom is like. Luke
then includes two stories that bring this teaching to life- one about a Roman Centurion
and the other about a poor Jewish Widow. ERfif & 1h 1 19 Bl B 2 T A F R #E 4t
RIERFEE £ 2. IRINFEREB T MEARSE, HE—HELLRE —EAREENEXR S
— AR EEMIEARTR.

2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to
die.
2 ARRMENRFIRERT, thiE NRF Efth.

e A Centurion would have symbolized the military might of Rome and its ability to
impose the Pax Romana (Roman Peace). BAREBERENESETEHLAR
EERERME.

e Centurions would have had money, power, and a high social standing in society.
The NIV renders the word “servant” but it could equally be translated “slave”. And
while the instituation of slavery in antiquity is different than what we typically think
of with our modern sensibilities, the fact remains that he owned human beings as
property. B XREAESBINE A LUR BRSO SHh . EBEEE N EE 7 LIEA
R, TRMIERHMHERRREMERRESHN, EERMAZMER A
FIEAME.

e Typically a Roman Centurion would be feared, despised by the Jewish people.
They represented everything that was wrong with the world. BE&R T, A A
8. BMRERMERR. IR KRTEBHAR LT A H#HRMERA.

e That said, this Roman Centurion valued his sick servant. Why? thFi 2R, &5

BARIFEFEMERMEAN. B EE?

e On one hand you could say... Well, good help is hard to find. It was purely
practical. But | don’t think that's integral to the rest of the text. — A, IRER...
B EEHSHNEFEF. ERFFEAN. ERERFRAETENHHEHAT AN
i

e The words “highly valued” could also be translated “dear”. Like “this person

is dear to me”. e This is intimate language in a familial kind of way. B ‘S
EER L UPIERREN. R EEAREKEN. ER—EREXHN
HEES.

e Here is a man who has slaves yet values them like family. Welcome to the

complexity of the human experience. We live in a time where we want things



that are binary to become non-binary and things that are non-binary to become
binary. If that confuses you that's fine just hang with me... Life is more often than
not more complex than we would like to admit. It’s within this kind of complexity
that Jesus enters into the story. ;& {8 AN FIERTLER A — . BODRBEHA
fFuE BRMEEEEERA: BMFE ERIRMRAERIE LS, mIEZEH
RIS AR A — . INRIRBEEZR BRFR, FBRIEK.. EEFELRMBEHN
HEH. MRS SEEHNER TEAREF.

3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him
to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with
him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and
has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.

3. BRRERIEE MRBAANRE LR, BHRREGMNEA. 4 EMFI R B ERER, i
LI ERK, SSEARBIRERM, 5 RAMERMNA BYTEMNER” 6. RE
HR &R Bt 4F9 2=<.

e How did the Centurion hear? Why did Jesus go? We don’t really know the
answer definitively to either of those questions. It is likely that the kind of love
Jesus shows everyone, was what drew the Centurion in. B X EEBEEZIMN? A&
HEBFEER? HMERAEMIEEREMBENESR. RTEZINKRESEAN
BTRHBEZRSI TEXRE.

e Distance: Here is an interesting observation... The centurion used mediated
access to connect with Jesus. Meaning he asks the Jewish Elders to make this
request on his behalf. -Capernaum: We are not talking a great distance. It's not
as if this Centurion could not have gone himself. So why does he send someone
else? More on that in a minute. [ERf: HMIHEE... BXRBBAPEAFIBERE
I THE SEREMEBERANREARMRBHER -NEE: HEHRRETARERE.
EEEXREOUTETRHEBCE. A EMIKAIANEIE? HREE

e To this day the 1st Century Synagogue in Capernaum is beautiful. It’s still
standing, at least part of it. And it's construction would not have been cheap at
all. This Centurion had a deep respect for the Jewish people, and built them a
place to worship. This would be like the Mayor of Portland or Beaverton using
their own personal funds to build us a place to gather and worship. You would
obviously feel kindred to that person, and so did they. EEIS X, B2 —HiT
MABEKRAREMETE EEEEYSFEHE. EUEBXREEEEBAAN, 4
e E—EHFM A EMGRFE TR GETRALECSHELARME
E—EARGMHFMNHS. MERAGESBAGRA—K HARZE.

e The Jewish Elders have tipped their hands though- they believe that someone
who has done good things is deserving of good things. That this Centurion
should be rewarded by Jesus' presence on the basis of his good works. This



is the lens that they see God through. EEf0itk, AR EZECRKRA T REE--
i fIE8 4 L MF F RN B R EIFRIERIE. BRRITE, FILMEESIIERER
RIFARRE 422 E AT LIERER R 2 th FI T AT E RL 2 it F1F L FFADEREE.

e Jesus doesn’t say anything in response. He just goes. | imagine with a smile on
his face because Jesus tended to have pretty impeccable intuition about people.
ERER A2 BT EFE, #RiE 7. RBWEFHEK, RABMEANEEBTERET
Pae.

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord,

don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is
why | did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and

my servant will be healed. 8 For | myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under
me. | tell this one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. | say to my
servant, ‘Do this,”and he does it.” BARFZ. BREKFE/LNBARENEBER, Xfibhid,
I AEF, RRIBEIT. BTEBE7 BthBLUATEELR, REMRHR—AE,
HHIMATRLIFT . 8 AAREANNRT, BEEBEUAT., HXMRE, fRiE . X
BAVER, K . HEOIIAR, RIEXE, HHEE

e We talked about Mediated Access and distance a little earlier. Based on what
we had already read we knew that the Centurion used mediated access to
Jesus, but we didn’t fully know why. Here we have an answer. E{FEAR A Z 8il
MEN T BB ATNEERE, R BRMES %.:EEHE’J?%F‘J%DEEE%KEJEHJ [ A FNHR &K
% EREMAFTeMERRA, EE2EMEATEE,

e “Lord” = Kurious in the Greek. “Lord” ZE & X2 Kurios, 2“F"MER,

e He refers to Jesus as Lord. b ERER A * .

e “Lord” isn’t “Christianese” language. “E” i 7~ & R E B {E DI,

e Polycarp, in the end of the first century AD, wrote that Christians were forced to
say “Kaiser Kurious” which meant “Caesar is Lord”. Those who didn’t (like
himself) we’re executed for their atheism (that is not pronouncing the Lordship of
Caesar). Not bending your knee to Caesar would make you an outcast of society.
WREFAE—HIL KRB R, EBFEHER “Kaiser Kurios” , thFt 2 ‘SR T ME
B BEREZEMAIN (FIt— %) SHE 4 B (LTSRN A T) HEER, T
FEBERAME R AL EMIER,

e Of all people, this Centurion would know that. You don’t get to his position by
not bending your knee to Caesar. Fi5 A&BE1E, SEMBEXKBHE. TEElH
BRREth ARl RETE it AR TE RO AL |

e Yet something has changed. He is willing to risk everything by now calling

Jesus his Lord. (ERIRAFRE T, thEFEE KX — VI RAIREIRER A E,

e |F this info got into the wrong hands, the Centurion could lose everything



including his life. NREBEEEZEZATFE, EEEXRELE—Y, St

BN,

e But what he has to lose it seems that he sees it all pales in comparison to what
he has to gain... that is Jesus. B2 & K EM—Y], AR, HLRMTEE
B, thh S ERER, EREREKET

e And then this idea of worthiness comes into play. The Centurion sees this poor,
itinerant, homeless Jewish Rabbi as having infinitely more to offer than the
greatness of Rome. We're not entirely sure how he got this insight, but we know
he has it. REEMEEMMAEEER LR, BERREEB/EEN, OEEE, FE
ERMHBAZENZEBRENERE . BMATFMEMI EREFERMEM, E
EEMEEtFERER,

e And further, not from the Jewish Scriptures, but from his own experience he
gleans a truth about the Lord Jesus. He understands how authority works, and
all Jesus needs to do is say the word and his servant will be healed. i B, #h7F
ERBARHES MERMECHEESFIFENR TR ENE, thBARERZ
A THER), BRERR EMAEERRH KON EARETR AT,

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd
following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in
Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found
the servant well. 9 ERERIT ILIX &, A, HINRBEARAT., REIFR
1. AKRNED., REEASBIFRLEBEELT., 10 AIERMARZIEXRK
RE.BERIMABEHF T,

e The Message renders it this way, “Taken aback, Jesus addressed the
accompanying crowd: “I’ve yet to come across this kind of simple trust
anywhere in Israel, the very people who are supposed to know about God and
how he works.” SEEEfE Xt AT L2 IRAGESK: 1B 5, EREREIREEMM AR « “KAELL
BIAPERA R AN HERERE, BIELGES AKRFELE D LR R

e Jesus finally breaks the silence. He is moved emotionally, and he declares that
this Centurion has a more clear understanding of who Jesus is than anyone in all
of Israel. ERERRARFTHOTL B, thEBN T, MEREFEBXRRELEMUBTIATRE
AR ERER 2

e Faith = Pistis in the Gk. it can be translated as “simple trust” Faith 7E #3422

Pistis. 'E /] LAFHER “FERIED,

e Simple does not mean that it is for the simple minded. This is well thought out. It
means humble willingness to trust the one who is greater than |. “B 8" i <2
MEEMSEE, MIERFEMEEEHEE—ELLKEXRBOA

e This is what the Centurion is commended for, and he serves as a teacher to



us today too. ER B XRRHB/EERNRE, hE2HMSRATLUZHHN,

e What does Great Faith look like? Humble trust. I KEIEDEBHE? 2%

HR{E,
Transition: As far as we know the Centurion never physically meets Jesus, and yet he
somehow knows him and trusts him. And in this way we are like the Centurion. And the
story ends with the servant, whom Jesus never sees, that Jesus never even says “be
healed” and yet, he is healed. And the servant is like us, while physically we may fall ill,
the deeper healing comes to the brokenness inside of us. And while we may not see, or
hear, or feel Jesus, that does not mean he is not at work within us. And this takes us to
our next story. i&E: FAEMATEN, BRRUELERSARBIR, BERE — LREAhEZH
ERERIIESEfth, EER LRMWABRRE—K. SENERRESMEEA, BREXRERB
fth, EEH2ARBAM, ER2MHRETEAR SEEARGEM HAKMSELLE
W, EREFBNEAZRHERMEDMSRE, ARMEEEFR, B2, K2R BIIER
iR, ERFFRIBEF2BEHEME LMI, EFEMIN T T—EKZE,

MVMT 2: The Widow // Luke 7:11-16 ZiRBI#E // IRINEE 7:11-16

11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large
crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was
being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd
from the town was with her. 1133 7 %8¢, Ep&RE— B A, XA WEA, tha16E
MR ZHIANGMEIT, 12 78], B—NIEABBER . XARMEEFEMERNILF.
BEXNZREAD . BRENTZ ARBEREHIARK,

e So Jesus moves on, and he runs into a funeral procession for the only son of a
woman who has been widowed. i 2 EPERHEERTIT, BRI T EFEMEKE, &5
—EF A — R R Fxk 3k,

e To be a woman in these times would have been incredibly difficult. To be a

widow, without any sons... you would be probably the poorest of the poor, and

she likely was without hope. In this society male covering and provision was

essential to survival. FEAMERFIR X AMAEFTIEERYE MRER—EEFR RERF

CCIBIRETREREBEA R REMT, MERBRE, AERNAE, BANMHGIIRER

EHFEMNERFTE,

e Jesus is going to meet this woman in the complexity of a really difficult situation. HB

FEIMEEEXAMBEERERMNBHRHEMRE Y,

e Like the Centurion who owned but loved his slaves. We now meet a woman who

lived within a society that had no place for her. It's messy, and yet here is Jesus in

the midst of it all. B R REFAEZMIEAF, BMREEIMEBRTATERHE

PEER S, SRERE B2IHRATEF,

13 When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’'t cry.” 13 X &
EBFARIBRME, XN, FER,



e “When the Lord” - the same Kurious that met the powerful Centurion is now
present with the lowly and the downtrodden. Not out of obligation but out of love.
"B - MERFEHIZNBARF—KT, Sz EHMEEREDHW, E2ZEHE
BN th ¥ i T 2 HNERS, MEHRE,

e Jesus’ heart is moved by her pain. “Don’t cry”. BRERE RibAEE i M, ‘A=

A »
o

14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers
stood still. He said, “Young man, | say to you, get up!” 16 The dead man sat up and
began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 14 F2# BIIZEIL, BB AR
7. BERGE, DFEAN, BEHIRERAS AL, FEUE . BPRELMBRL M
Fo

e This is the power of the creator of the universe on display. With a few spoken
words he reverses death, and provides a reunion for the mother and her son.
HRTtEFHNAEEEEERE, BBROE hPiETRT, EFRMNREFE
HER,

e Also could you imagine this scene? How wild. A dead man (covered likely in
burial cloth) just shoots straight up alive and starts talking. #R 7] LIAE (& BRE 1S =
7 MELESARE, —ERTHEAN (BRI ERERMERE) BALER, IF
EFtRREE.

e How would you react if you witnessed this? S1R{R&EEERMIERIFER HER

i

e This is how they reacted... i& 2 & A9 A W40 R FERY. ..

16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared
among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.”

B% A0 f8 & 7:16

MAMEST BERERM, R AAXLTMERMPEAERERT | X
MOWEBEBRETMAB &

e Their lens gets bigger. A EEEETS LIE K,

e They see God more clearly. th{fjiR#HEBEEFE —Lk,

e They still don’t full understand who Jesus is- “a great prophet appeared

among us” e But they know that “God HAS come to help his people.” {47

TR TR — A XREMERMPREEE, BN E &R T

B!’

e They are beginning to understand the character of the creator of the universe- he
loves and cares for us, and he has not abandoned us. ft{fEfAa T 2 8I&EF & /Y

EMEHaME—Z ABERM  wTERREM.




MVMT 3: The Same but Different 7~ BEA1—#&

e Luke couples these two stories together intentionally. Both are about two
desperate people who are facing crushing relational loss. E&IN1#H 858 fAE
FEE—E. EMHAEENMEEETEHBREAREXR, FEUFENA

e The first is about the Centurion who has every material possession, all the
power you would ever need in society, people to work on your behalf... and
yet he still lacks something. He still needs Jesus. E—EAREMRBEXE, thEY
BHMEMAEHES, thE AR, . . BfRIEZRZ A E, AT ZEER
738

e The second is about a widow who has nothing- her prospects for her future, her

safety, her provision, her family all gone... She has nothing and yet she still needs

Jesus. e Their need is the same, but they are different. 5 —{& 2B —EHE#R:Z

FHRR— R BRI E, TEMHEMRE, LERRA. . . T EEZER

m i HEZRRER, IR RN, BMMFER —KH,

e The one who has much should hear this- it is not about what you have but to
whom you believes it belongs to and what you believe it belongs for. It is about
understanding your life and all you is the to be humbly entrusted to the Lord. #B

SEREBNHEMNX S

1'1'

=R, EEEIﬁ"EﬂEI”‘“tEt’]’E’JE &1’]’5’] ’GJM.:.%EI

e The one who has little hear this- God is near to the brokenhearted. The same
Jesus that moved towards the widow is the same Jesus that is near to you. He
may not necessarily move in the way you want or in the timing you want, but he
will always move in your best interest. Like the Centurion, even in your pain and
hardship the invitation is the same: —T|AIEMEZE—@WFELEOMA, B
1A F IR EMA L FR R B MRMERER, R —ESRBERENSAIRRKE |
BB EAZREANBEMT. MEAE XK , EIRAVE S RS ERARFT 3 H AV

=B %
ERE"T ikﬂl‘]o

ME Bt

Humble Trust. B EEAIFRIE,
e So Regardless of our differences, our need is also the same- it is the Lord Jesus.

PR ERBEMA S KTE, HMNFTEZ —KN—IAR EERER,

Conclusion: Who is Jesus? #&if : BRER 2 5 2
e S0 we are going to end where we began with the same question, but now
hopefully a more full lens to look through. 7E#&E X [E1F] T BHEEH MR EIR
ARERZKAREE, ERLEHREMRE —EERIREREE,
e Who is Jesus? BRfR 23 2
e Turn the question into an invitation for people- When we talk about Jesus’ being



the “Lord (Kurios) of your life, now you get a better idea of what we are saying.
Lets take a moment together to pray and listen... S FER—RE K MEFR
ERMA RS HMAE M ENRER, BMEROEME,

e Who do you relate to most in this story? # 8BS E D, {REERBRMIH ?

e What need do you have of the Lord? {REE F AR EE ?

e |s Jesus the Lord of your life? (all you have to do in the quiet of this room and
your own heart is invite him. Even if it feels like your long distance... Jesus moves
towards you) ERER 2R A an R E 1% 7 ({RME — FEMAITL 2 TEMRADDFEEEERER, B

ERAILIRE R B &R, - BRERAIRSE)

Prayer + Benediction i & #iiE



