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Black History Month.
EANEREA,

Colossians. Such a beautiful book that is filled with a word we love to say but sometimes it feels
hard to actually possess it: Hope. Colossians returns so many times to the theme of hope -
what it is, but also where it's found. It's a beautiful letter to a group of relatively new believers in
the church in the city of Colossae.
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Next eight weeks there are two ways to experience Colossians:
TR/ EEmEAERNRERS:
1) Repetition: Read through the whole letter each week for eight weeks.
k&8 BEEBEBERE, FiE/\E,
2) Verse-by-verse: Read three verses each day for eight weeks.
ZERE: B RE=HEX, HE/\E,

When we start into the study of one book of the Bible or one letter, we want to begin with the
basic questions: Who, Where, When, Why.
ERMRAREE RN —AEZH—FMER, HMBREERRERE 5. W&, I, HHE,

The first verse gives us a lot of those answers:
E—EREXETHMARSERNEE:

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to God’s holy
people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ : Grace and peace to you from
God our Father. Colossians 1:1-2

MEEAEE 1:1-2

FHEEMEBMMAEENRE MABREKR BERHREANER EEBEFRLMBR,
FERE., TRIEMBEMBIRERMRM !

The letter is written by Paul and Timothy. Paul is the one who was knocked to the ground and
blinded by the light when Jesus showed up to meet him on the road to Damascus (reference).
Timothy is a young pastor Paul is mentoring. E#{E R RBEMIZEAXBH. REMENEZEKX
BT 2% L ERERERIR G R by, SEBITHEMBHOLFE TIRM(BE), REAZRBEEEIIR
— (L RS

| love the way Paul credits him with co-authorship of this letter - that’s not something that was

often done in this time frame so it shows a lot of humility on Paul’s part - but it also shows that
he has an eye on the future. EEBREMBIZEXIEAEHEMNEZEENAX—EZEHE
FEARE R, FTUEETRT RENHRE—BEhRAMEMNRIRIIRL,

The way he calls Timothy, “our brother”, confers on him honor and respect and also leveraging
his own reputation in order to give Timothy immediate credibility with those reading or listening
to this letter. “I trust Timothy so you can trust Timothy.”

i RREXAMEZMMAE] B THEBNEE RRWAIATHECHEE FREXEHES
REHEMAPIHEREE. RERREX FLURLEILUEERER,”

The letter is being written from prison, though scholars are not sure which one, and to the
church in Colossae (reference message from 1/7/2024).
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Colossae (history). Fr#Efai (FEH)

The letter will be written and then delivered by Tychichus who is also coming with instructions to
update the church on how Paul is doing. “Tychichus will tell you all the news about me.” ;& {8
BREZHEETREY, ththiFFEERAATRRABFIER, EELESRMBAREKMIRT
BHE.

Interesting that Paul didn’t include this in his letter. His focus is clear: the letter isn’'t about him.
The church isn’t about him. The letter is about Jesus and the church is about Jesus.
FBHERRFELEEMMEPFIRIIE B M EEREAKE  EHETEHAMM, ZAETEHTE
fth i, 38 EHME SRAM ERERAY, TN E th 2R ERERAY

Paul calls the Christians in Colossae “faithful brothers and sisters in Christ.” His affection for
this church oozes out of his pen and onto the page. And then he says, “Grace and peace to you
from God our Father...”. He sets the tone of his mission and this missive: Grace and peace. &
RENEANEEEATEBHEBRONELIBK ], thH EELZEMRERMWETEEINTER
£ AR TREEREE TR EME MM REREMRM... 1, thathERMEMEET TER . BA
BRI,

Everything starts with grace and we’re two verses in and Paul has already mentioned Jesus
three times. The pages of Colossians will overflow with Jesus. Jesus is the WHY. The book is
Christological, meaning Jesus is at the very center. EVerything focuses on his life, his cross, his
power, his love, his goodness, his hope, his glory...Jesus is the center and purpose of the entire
letter. —tN&R AN B8, AR MMMETREXH, REERRI THRHE=X. REASHWERRTTW
ERER, BREATAZ IR ‘At . SASZEERM, ERZHNHEEZ 0. —VIMEPERA LR, R
+FE HEEN . HWE IR E . IR E ., AR, IR EHEM P OB/,

There is some doctrine, some ethics, some eschatology, but there is no doubt that this letter is
about WHO JESUS IS. (I was thinking when | read it the other day - if | had never heard of
Jesus, if | had never encountered Him for myself and | just ran into Paul’s words about Him in
his letter to the Colossians - | would want to. | would want to know the Jesus Paul preaches in
this beautiful message. Which leads to the question: If people only ran into Jesus through my
life...would they want to know Him?)

B —Li%x. —LMEES, —LRHR, B8R SHESRANIKIHN., BXRIEER
EAEER, REE—MERURRZARDANG, MERERLZEHRER B, MERAZERE
BeREAERMNETPBEIMMMNE —HEREN, REETHREEEEAXEMNERPIEREN
BRER, ERi5IH T —EfNE: NRAMRESEZBEM—EERERER. ... M EEEME )

So that’s the who, when, where & why. Now...the what:
S AY. i, EMRE, JE..... . AS:

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people - the faith



and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have
already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. Colossians 1:3-5
MEFEE 1:3-5

FMZRHBEMERKERTNR, BEAHRMESE RERMMAEEEIRKERNED LR RERE
RIZID EAPBIRMFER LR E, EMERZMMErEET EEME LFERM,

(Again - do you see how many times he mentions our Lord Jesus Christ - and tells us explicitly
that he is the Son of the Father, God? He’s speaking to a newly converted church. Every time
he says Christ Jesus or Lord Jesus he is essentially saying KING Jesus and in doing so, he is
telling Israel that their story as a nation is now fulfilled in the story of Jesus.

(B —R- REIMZ D RIZENH M EREAEE - AR SR B MMt R R #H 52 705 2 i
EEH-EHBEEMNRERE. BRIMREZ IR TR, thAE LR R AE", EXE
HIRFE, th2ESEFURS, tmfiEs —ERRMWKERECKERRNNEFERT,

This constant reverence for Jesus as King, Lord, ruler, winner, boss of everything - also cuts
deeply into the prestige of the Roman Empire. Every word here feels intentionally chosen to
demonstrate the preeminence of Jesus in a world that is - in this day, and especially in now in
our day - reeling because of the clashing and crashing of worldly kingdoms.
EEFENBEBHREET. T HEE. BFE. — U EYHEMESHRZRRE T #EFRM
BE, EENE—EFrHRERZERERBRIMRM S M, EEEEA T, S/ - ESX.
A B2EEMEERA - BREHEEIEMERMAEMEERBHHER, )

Paul says he is thankful for the Colossians ALWAYS because he’s heard of their faith and love
for ALL God’s people. Paul has been called, as he often reminds us, as a missionary not just to
the Jews, of which he is a part, but also to the Gentiles. His inclusion of the Gentiles in the
gospel of Jesus is not meant to replace Israel, but to expand Israel.

RERM—ERHDHEAAN, RAeERMMEMEAFREAELNE. REHRTEHA, MNRER
RERERMNY, —EATEERBEARAN, L2MAE HEZE MEEENTABERL, Higs
HMAMABFRHBETERE A TIRRLUES, ME4ATERLUES,

Paul speaks and writes often of a new kind of family that is forming and forging into a people
who are unified by the saving grace of King Jesus and a commitment to love beyond the
boundaries that formerly kept Jews and Gentiles apart. That’'s what we see here. He says, “I've
heard of the love you have for all God’s people - the faith and love that spring from the hope
stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the
gospel.”
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Paul often returns in his writings to these three words: Faith, hope and love. This is the first
appearance of the word hope in the letter and it's positioned so beautifully. He says this hope is
the SOURCE of the faith they have in Jesus and the love they have for each other. The hope of
heaven is motivating them toward a constant faith for the future and a costly love in the present.
RECHMMESEPERIE=EF 6. 2. 2. EREPE—RHRIFL IEEH, MESELR
EIFERIFIEEN, thiRERAEZMMEERERME DML EZ R RIR . XE R F L HE ]
RERFBEMED, LEETHEHEEMNZD,

Paul doesn’t state emphatically what the hope is that is moving them toward faithful living in the
here and now, but | suspect it's the awareness that this life is the short one. Knowing something
better is coming takes so much weight off the stuff we face in our right-now-right-here world.
Rz RARH ERFLREMMEE AT LR, ERERIMMASTHISERY ., NE
BIFREBREIERIZR, KA T T HRMELFEEAHADEEHMNSESENEE.

(Ref: light and momentary afflictions - | don’t think Paul is making light of our struggles or our
suffering - | think he is seeing ahead to a day when these things will be in the rear view mirror as
we drive into a future filled with endless grace and peace. We'll see them differently - and
knowing we’ll see them differently in the future can help us experience them differently in the
present.)

(BZ BEMMERMNEH- BT HREERTERMMSEL RS- R AMBERIAT—X, TE
ELEFHAERMBATREENERETILMRKRFERARFRETWRE. RS LUTRNA
XEFEM—MmMMEERMERELUFARNAREFEMIUENRMEE TUF RS X i2E
ef.)

Paul commends them for their faithful love and then says something so wonderful and intriguing:
REESHMBENED, RERT - LHFUMBERNEE:

In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world - just as it
has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.
Colossians 1:6

MEERE 1.6

EREEIMRMBE hEIEXT, TEHER. BR, WREMRMFRE, BREMABERESTEA
EARENEF

The gospel, Paul says, is not just present and being proclaimed among them - the gospel is

bearing FRUIT. And he says it's BEEN bearing fruit since the DAY you heard it and truly

understood God’s grace. R, EETMEFELAEMMPREEF —ESEEREHREE, iR
, BRFEIETEFEFAMEAMITXE ER—EERHRE,

This ought to stop us. This ought to bug us. It made me stop and ask myself the question: is the
Gospel - the reality that Jesus Christ was crucified and buried and rose to save and set me free
- is that reality bearing fruit in me? Through me? Can | see evidence of something flowing from



my life because of the gospel? SEfEZFEHMIET R, EEZEEZMEEZ, eEHETEREBED
—ERRE: EE— R EEHEIE+FE L. HIBE B RKERE L EZBEHMRE—RS
EESLHBEHTRE? S8E? HEEFRAEEMEENEGPREELRANERE?

Last week: Onjae gave a word that B4 is entering a garden season. What does a garden
produce? Flowers and plants for beauty or fruit/food for feeding. That’s the produce of a
garden. | wrote this in my journal the day after | heard Onaje’s word:

£iB: BEERE B4 B EATEEEE, EELEEME ? EBAEHMENIRIEV KR/ EY. B
SEEMEY. BIREMERE_X BEREPR T TE—B:

Life with God is organic and beautiful or we're doing it wrong. It is not a systemized,
programmed, rule-enforced contract. It is wind and breath and beauty and fragrance and color
and delight. It is bouquets for brides to carry and roses placed carefully on caskets. It is fresh
fruit in jars on a windowsill...berries baked into pies for the grandkids. It is the first taste of
summer. It is the smell of fresh soil, climbing jasmine and ripe tomatoes. The garden of God's
love teems with life and the life is us. We are the creation of His tending, the object of His
affection, the riotous display of His grace to our world. We started in a garden, and we have
been trying to get back ever since. Here we are. This side of glory, but still in God's garden.
Still here to bring beauty and sustenance to a world that desperately needs both.

B[R AR EIE R A A, S, TRIRMHMMET., ST —ERMKIEM. EFEN.F
HARKIRMER, E2E. ik, XE. 55, BENER. SEHREFNER, SE/MD
EEMBAEEM LB, ERES LR FENTHKR.. . BRARRMENERR. E2
EXRMIRVIMER, SEFEETIE. Z2HCKFENBATMHIER, AZHEERR T L0
MERMEHM. HMERHBENZEY SHEEWHER SR MmHRREERD
B, HME—EEEHFR RARERMM—ERSHEZE, RMEEE. ARIENE—
2, AEREMNEEE, WATEEASEERTREMEBYZENERINES.

Paul says; You are BEARING FRUIT because you fully understand that everything starts
with Jesus. Poetic language around fruit-bearing and garden-growing makes my heart
sing, but Paul goes on to fasten some practical language to the imagery as well:

REENR, MEARHERE EARTEAa—UERREME, EEZS/KEMEEFENFE
REEHMDIE, EREHEEEERIMAT - LERANES:

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the lord and
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of
God, being strengthen with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.
Colossians 1:9-12

I FE 7T E 1:9-12
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So here Paul defines what the fruit of God’s garden looks like, tastes like, smells like: Ffr
URBEEETER T HTEREMREERMRF. RKEFIRK:

1. Growing in the knowledge of God 7 it #g:2:#; F FErRLE

This one is the one | think we give most attention to in church. We teach people about
God. We teach that He is good and wise and loving and strong. We listen to preachers
and we take notes and feel that we know more about God than when we first started.
But | would argue that truly growing in knowledge of God is a firsthand, in-the-trenches
experience and not JUST stuffing our brains with God-facts. (Story.) Fruit doesn’t just
mean | know more about Him than | did yesterday because | read my Bible - fruit means
| know HIM better than | did yesterday because of my own lived experience. ¥ A& 2F
EMEHEPRAOH—IE, BMBEAMERANE, HMBERGIRE. €. EE
MEsaR), HMREEANBE, LEiL BREXMLLABRRET &6, BXFA EEBR
HAMFEHE —EE —F . BIFMEE, M EESEMMNEEERERMWXIE, (8F.)
RETEEETREHLMERETH#HM, HAKEBTER - REEREHLERET #it,
AKBCHAETFERE.

2. Strengthened with all power according to His glorious might BB #h S BRI HERE
, JBULA A

Power is such a big word today. It can mean a lot of things, and most of them aren’t
great. The power to break or the power to build? The power to control others or the
power to control ourselves? Thankfully, Paul defines exactly the kind of power available
to the fruit-bearing disciple by adding the words “According to his glorious might.” AE£7
SKXE—EFEEENT, EFRERZRESEE HPRSHATFERT, BENHEER
SEEMAE? EHtAMOEEREHFHEEHMHE? EREZNE REEBMNEIREE
HRIERIKEE SERIEE, EMMERTHRETFHFIRFREERRNNE,

That power. The power that brought Jesus to earth. The power that lived and walked
among us to work toward the renewal of all things. The power that enabled Jesus to
take on the form of a servant. The power that enabled Jesus to face the cross. The



power that gave him the ability to take on the form of a servant and love humanity back
to Himself. BERES ., AAFIRERTRIM LAVREH ., EFERMTE. TEERMPME. BAH
REMEFHMNE, FIFEEREH T FENNE, FIRREEHLEANSHEER, EE ALERE

In fact, Paul goes on to say - this power will enable you to walk in endurance and
patience. Endurance is what faith hope and love bring to an apparently impossible
situation. Patience is what faith hope and love show to an apparently impossible
person. (NT Wright) I'm convinced that in our broken world in 2024, we're going to
have to let Jesus remodel our idea of what power looks like and how it strengthens us if
we’re going to truly bear fruit.

FEL REEER—SENEBEMEEHNTRAMNERPTE, AME2EDL. FEMNE
HEELURTREMER FTERE, BERMOZED. FENERFUASFTREMARTRIRH K
#, (B NT 8B4 HEBE, 7 2024 FEEMEMER D, MRBEMEZEEHERE &
M FE IR E R R MBI NNEZE UREIIEREMMHE.,

3. Giving joyful thanks It i = 42 1th 3% 5t

Joy and gratitude. This is the fruit that lives in the garden of those who truly understand
the gospel of grace. (Delight.) SR, ER ML R IFEE R HMETHANTERERK
HRF, (BlX,)

For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom
of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians
1:13-14

T E 1:13-14

B THEMEBEEENES, EHMEINHLE FrOEE
MVEMEEZEFESENE, FBRUNMRE.

Cosmic battle. We have an enemy who has a plan to wreak as much havoc as possible
as quickly as possible. We have Jesus, who has a plan to give us hope now and in the
age to come. This plan has been working against us for a very long time. If you picture
the whole timeline of your life...you can probably see some distinct moments when you
felt the heat of the cosmic battle. You felt your life was in the balance. Your hope. Your
joy. All the fruit in your garden. FEHE2Z8, HMFHIBAGTIIFRERZTEZHME,
MERER, A —EFESHREMREMRENME, EEFTERRFERHLRAEK ML,
INRARBE — TIR— AN BERFRER. . RATREE B 3| — LA, RREZEIFTEH 2B
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Life is no joke. The war in which we live is hot. But see it again: He has RESCUED us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in
who we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He has RESCUED us. He has
RESCUED us. We are no longer under the thumb of evil desires or evil plans. We are
no longer bearing fruit from the bad seeds of an evil garden. We are rescued and set
securely in the kingdom of the Son ...Jesus. &£ @A —EXEE, HMEFTHNESIEEH
21, BEEE— R MIERMREERMOED TRELHER FRMEAGMEFHEE, F4EE
HMSEIRGE FERE. 8T HEM, BT HM. RATEZMERESMES BT
#l, HATBREBECEREEFHIRE, RMATIRKEREZTEERBET. ... IR
B
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