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Intro: JOHN. 7M3: 98

So understanding John's mission is to show us the way God loves, let's launch into this

text : AL, BRMBOEGREARMERBBNSR, ERMEASRES.

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him.

4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work. 5 While | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this
the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “l am the man.”



10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes.
He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and washed, and then | could
see.”

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.

“l don’t know,” he said. John 9:1-12
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So the story begins as many stories begin in the ministry of Jesus - and as many stories
begin in actual life: With a problem. The disciples see the problem and it raises a
question for them, and the question may not be one we often ask out loud, but | do think
it's one that simmers in the background when tragedy strikes: Who sinned? Who’s fault
is this? FTLLEESEFMRIMFME I - MEEREEEDISRENRE KA
— B, EEEE TRE, iR —ERMRE, EEMER e 2 — EHMEE KE R
H, ERERERS SRERELER  TCEEACEE  #HI TR ? E2HMNE?

Jesus’ answer is good news - ERREIEIE 2 —{Ei1FEHE

Jesus heals this guy - to such a degree that people don’t even recognize him anymore.
RERERTEBA- BT AMEERTHMHEE,

On with our story: #&#& MR

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15
Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put
mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and now | see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep
the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this
the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born
blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who
acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23
That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to
God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”



25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know. One thing | do know. |
was blind but now | see!”

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered, “l have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow,
we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes
from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He
listens to the godly person who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of
opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture
us!” And they threw him out.
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Let’s be clear: Jesus has just fulfilled one of the most important prophecies in Jewish
history. Isaiah 42:6-7 - and about a dozen other OT prophecies told them that the
Messiah would come “... to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” Isaiah 42.6-7 These
people have been watching and waiting for exactly this sign and - He’s just done that
right in front of them. Jesus, in fact, is the ONLY one who has restored sight to the blind
- no one did it in the Old Testament and no one else did it in the New Testament. He’s
just cracked the code for them, a code that no one has ever cracked before - and they
THROW THE SIGN OUT.
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It's hard to unlearn what we thought we knew about God...about anything, really. But
especially about God. That’s why | think it's so important to constantly be holding our
view of Him up to the Holy Spirit and up next to the life of Jesus in the gospels and
asking ourselves: Do | have it right? Does my view of You match what’s true of You?
BMR#ESEHR/ZERMUARMEMAMPBLRH, EEMAELE BN, LEZRRMA, E
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There are a bunch of things we can learn from this story about who Jesus is and how
God is - but we’re gonna look at two of them. And instead of just looking at these truths,
maybe we can also hold our belief system up next to them and say; | believe these
things are true of You...does this match my view of You or do | need to adjust
something? #EEHRFERMAILUEETLE, BRI HMZ ERM, E2EM
HEEEFHEPHMMG, HMEEEFELERE hFRMEXIERMMUEMBEREL R
ELHMEZEHEAE, R RAGEMBERN. ERTENZMEHMEM, SE, F
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1. Jesus is attracted to the miserable and marginalized. ERER#& 4145 FR7E & £ h
ARt &2 KL ARSI,

After the blind man is healed and then booted from the temple, it says this: & AR {E BEF#
BABRNBCEFENBEH TERLEZ, EREEKER T REHRE:

35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.”

37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.”

38Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.
35 BRERATIH MM IEME & . EXRERME, B, RE BHILFL,
36 MhEZEY., M, R HHILF. WEREMTE.

37 B, REZFNM, TENMRUHFEN 214,

38 fibiid., EM., FIE . BIFERER,


http://biblehub.com/john/9-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/9-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/9-37.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/9-38.htm

Jesus heals him in such a way that gets him thrown out...and then he goes looking for
him. (Whatever Jesus is doing here, it's not to prove his status INSIDE the temple.)
ERERERSA T #th, FrAMA XANE M th4RiZH 7 BB RL. . AR IR R IR, (BRERTEEE MY
AL SR A EERRE, )

Examples: Another time he takes a blind guy outside of the city to heal him, he stops at
a well, he leads a group of followers listening to him so far off the beaten path that they
have no access to food, he turns from the crowd to find the desperate woman clutching
his robe, he even dies on a forsaken hill outside the city...he moves toward the hurting
and the heartbroken. He is attracted to misery - maybe because He recognizes it as an
opportunity for deeper relationship. Maybe just because he loves us and wants us to be
whole. I'm guessing it’s both. He moves to the margins and he does miracles there.

I’'m pretty much the opposite. | move toward belonging and acceptance from the crowd.
| move toward the main stage.
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He also visits the main stage, where the power is and the cool kids are - but mostly
what he does there is disrupt it. EREfth 2E KF S L HIRBR, EAREESHI AT
7, B MERERAAI RS IEREL .

John 7 - As the priest make their way ( ) Jesus cries out in a loud

voice, “If anyone is thirsty, come to ME and drink!” Disruptive. 7E#38185 7 Z(3781) &
SEMEEREMAEER, BBESEAXER, “ABBT, TUIRXEXREB | ERZEE-/HE
REL .

Here, Jesus heals the blind man by spitting and making mud and he doesn’t have to do
that. He’s already shown that he can heal with just a word... 7£;E48, BRERAL T O ME;XFN
(huo) BB EA TEEF, HEMTRAAEM, thELBE BthrEEFEN T LIES -

but healing with a word wouldn’t have been a violation of the sabbath. Making mud is a
violation. {EZLMhHIEEEERATEERZTEAMEE, MECAZERRET .,

He does this miracle in a way that will kick the bee’s nest... i {TEIEEHIEBELR A T R
EEEEE,



it will make people reexamine what they believe is true of their Father. EZEAMEHE
AR RXHIEE,

Would their Father ignore the misery of the blind man in order to follow the rules of
Sabbath? MR R E A T FREAMEEMER —EEFHREE?

Nope. & &,

That's the truth. We see it in Jesus. S B EE, HMEMETFE LERT,

But some people will always hold onto the rules like they’re the last lifeboat on the
Titanic. {ERFEFLAFREIMEEEZMETERIBER K LHRER—EREM,

Someone | follow on Twitter last week, who has an expansive view of the love of God
was accused by another Christian as being “one of those people who wants everyone to
go to heaven.” L2 EHLF (Twitter) LIRFEMFE AN, thE MM ERFEMNERE, A%
S—EAEEFEES BERES —EAABLXEMA,”

Jesus loves the margins and disrupts the main stage. ERfif{#{RARLE £ & iR HKA
A, IR EER,

1. Jesus involves humankind in miracles as participants, recipients or

witnesses HMRZELBARAHEBNZEE, BEXERNEBESE,

He gives the bread to the disciples to feed the hungry crowds. % 8f#AF94E=ER
AN EERI RN o

He tells the servants to fill the water pots so it can be turned to wine. fth I} M4 A

BKELERE CIEESREE,

He sends the 70 out to heal the sick, raise the dead and preach “the kingdom of
heaven is here.” #i5IR70E I HEEARE, BERXA, FHEXBERRT .’

He keeps inviting us to partner with Him. ftt—E#EFHMF0h—F T,
| am the light of the world/you are the light of the world. ¥ 21 E#IS / {R21H EAYE,

We’re invited in...to know Him as He really is, to integrate that truth into our broken,
battered lives and to reflect it to a world that is desperate for hope. FAM#EEEER - 2K
MEEEMY , EEEERMERMEBEYN , BN EmT YA LEEERKEESENE
IR,



Response: Make my view of You true and let Your way become my way. [B1F& : 32 3 ${R
HIIEMREEIEHE, ERNERKARKNER,

While | was studying for this message, | decided that | want to find this formerly blind
guy in heaven. EH2FEREXE, HREREETXREEKIEFESTEREFHIA

Because this is a wild ride Jesus takes him on. E2A&BRERES T ith— ERERITHIEE,

First, he spits in his eyes and | don’t care who you are, this cannot be a pleasant
situation. B¢, fthAtMEEREMEE £, A EMBER, IRAERAETE—ERMIRMFEER.

Then he tells him to go wash in the Pool of Siloam. %% # fth i Mt fth 2 78 78 28 5th F 356 — 3o

Siloam is a pool about the length of a football field that was (HISTORY>>>>) So
a blind guy with mud on his eyes has to find his way to a pool because Jesus says so.
And he just...does it. FafERMFE—EXE —EMBEKIZIBE XK (BRY), m—
ERF EHREFRMVEFABTERINFZ2 RARKERR, Mt -ERHT.

Three ways | see Jesus work in the New Testament: ZEHHNERL L FERIBEHRLU=IES
XA T

1.

Couple of things | love here. S8 E 252 M2,

First, this guy cannot tell a lie. He just keeps telling the truth throughout this whole
strange event. F—, EE AR . MAERBERESHPRE—EEREE,

Second, what is it that people don’t recognize about him? F£=, ZEZHEAMIFEER
Hifth 2

I'm guessing, it's his location. 5, 2MRIAIE,

He’s out in the open. Facing them. Walking around. #h#E BRSO 5 , 4t M,

REIES,
Not sitting and begging in a corner. 7 2 E A% K,

His healing has changed his location. fthf#% &8 oS IR th A iE .

His healing has clearly changed a lot of things about him. {th#9%&;4BARERY SR T fthAOEF
2%,

That’s how transformation is. 3E7i S r)BIE,

It makes people nervous. 3&{# AMER3E,



It makes them wonder: What happened to that guy? EfiERE - EABETHEE?

Some of us, if we just decided to stop being negative about everyone at work - people
would wonder. EIBL A, BEHK MEEMRAEFIBHRESHFAEEEMEE - AME
RAREEEZHE,

We get so locked into our way. P EHFFCR.

But transformation - actual transformation of some way that we always are, some way
that is maybe blind to us, when those kinds of things change - it raises all kinds of
questions in the cheap seats. {HZ2#E% - #EMMWESR, EMNEFESHHEEMNEE,
EMLENE - AEHBRSIEFEREER.

The guy says, Yep, it's me! | was blind and now I’'m not. He gives witness to his own
transformation. EEAR, 28, MER | REKLZAFEFMRERFART. WATHED
RIS T REE,

They want to know all about it and he just answers them plainly that Jesus did it and this
brlngs us to Act 2 in our story: A{f9%8%018 5 FE A {th 7L B = B St S EREREE 'a /Y., T
EMEERMRIEMEBENRFNE SR,

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing ;= FI&E A& EAEH

Such a great example of no good deed going unpunished. The Jewish leaders are HOT
about this miracle because it's happened on the Sabbath. It's interesting because it's
the making of mud with spit that is the sabbath violation. And Jesus could have healed
him without that - we see it done a bunch of times in the NT, but He doesn’t. He not
only makes mud and spit, but he makes the guy walk all the way to the pool of
Siloam...He does this miracle in a way that definitely creates some trouble for himself
and for the formerly blind guy. Jesus intentionally stirs the pot with this mud and spit
situation. Why? | don’t know. But it’s fascinating to me. Because | am someone who
often takes the path of least resistance. | don’t love conflict and | don’t want to create it
for others, so it’s really easy for me to stay under the radar if it seems that the result
could be controversial. But again here, we see Jesus is not reluctant to sacrifice
comfort for the sake of the truth. This is ALSO Jesus giving sight to the blind. He is
demonstrating truth that the Pharisees quite desperately need to hear and receive. He
is showing them that they had gotten God wrong. They thought He was rules and
regulations and pedigree and position statements - but he’s life and healing and
miracles and restoration. He moves outside the lines of religiosity in order to do what



He came to do : Rescue us from darkness. And while this man’s miracle is changing his
life - | think Jesus also intends for it to change the lives of those who watch it happen.
ERESTREEITIMN—EARFHHF. BREHESEFRERER RAEREAEREH,
ERAER RARRAERFESETAERTREB, BREAART LA HEEE thse & A AREE
RAA—EMEHFNPFINR S IERM, BHi2H, T ERERNE, EEMRA—B
EFTEFZDEM. .. MAESEAFENARNEEEHE CMELARERM AT R —LRHRE,
HREREE AR TR BENE R, A E ? HAE, BEHBERABRTES. HAKZE—E
REEMENF/PHBHIAN, BTREEHER, hFBAMMAZIEERE, FTLINRER ARSI
FiE HEBZERNRKREFER. BEEE ZMBREBIBRLETEEATHEMEBERE
H, L&EHM%%E)\EE fthEFERTEFNEANQYFEZRINFMEZHWERE, fthtm i
KAMMIRE T &, PR AMERECE., BRIIGEH—EBwAILam. BE. &
BRFNPRE . BRERERHE T RBUS MR RIR, LUt SR E MRS SRR M IR Bt TR BE . SRS MR
AR EAREMNEn—RTABRNITERERNENLEEEREMANE

A
AR o

The man has an argument with the Pharisees, his parents come and throw him under
the bus - they’re more concerned with their place in the community than they are with
the truth OR with the fact that their son has just been given a brand new life. It looks
here like the Pharisees are even trying to get the parents to say their son wasn’t really
blind or maybe he wasn’t VERY blind. And man, | want to judge that but the thing is: it's
so easy to do this. It's so tempting to downgrade the size of a miracle in order to limit
the lordship of Jesus in my life or in someone else’s. We do it out of jealousy or out of
fear or out of good old fashioned rebellion, but we do it often. Question the source of
the miracle and then question the size of the miracle. If you study church history at all,
you'll read about all the ways people have worked to explain away the virgin birth or
walking on water - and the most fiercely contested miracle is the resurrection. We build
stories that fit the size of our faith or feed our voracious doubt. We build stories that
take more faith to believe than the original miracle itself. But it somehow comforts us
because then we don’t have to do business with Jesus and we still fit neatly into our
communities. But the blind guy...he just keeps insisting. What’s the axiom: Tell the
truth and you don’t have to remember anything. This guy just sticks with the truth. And |
wonder: Maybe he didn’t have much to lose. Could be his place in the community was
already on the very fringes.
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