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Miracles from the miracle board
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Today’s miracle - same as last week except different.
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Miracles are when heaven invades earth to create beauty. Jesus said in
John 10:10, the thief comes to steal, kill and destroy - but | have come
that you might have life and life to the FULL. Miracles almost always
restore something that has been stolen. Eyesight. Movement. Freedom.
Satisfaction. Peace.
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Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the
Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some people
brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they
begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

A&, BRMABEFREREME | KBAE , REMAFE , # A Decapolis™its
B, EHE , BATRT —EXBEXEHA , BB REKEFREMLS
J:O



After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers
into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. He
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Be opened!”
At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he
began to speak plainly. Mark 7:31-35
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(Sigh = greek.) Jesus sees the man. He knows the man. He loves the
man. In restoring his hearing, he gives him the gift of sound. Why do we
need sound?
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1. Safety (sirens. Smoke alarms. A cry for help. )
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2. Beauty (symphony. The wind in the trees. The sound of the ocean)
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3. Relationship (Communication. The whole key to relationship)
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Our relationship with God is a love story. And hearing Him is one of the
keys just like it is in our real lives.) I’'m beginning to believe that of all the
beauty that comes from following Jesus, hearing His voice is one of the
most important prizes of all. It’s the one of the most important parts of the
Christian faith because it’s the fountain of a thousand other gifts and it’s
the way we know and build friendship with Him.
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Hebrews says “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1
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What is the evidence of the wind? We can see the leaves moving on the
trees and we can hear it whistle through them. What is the evidence that a
train is coming...we hear it rolling down the track. One key piece of
evidence of the existence of God in our world is the sound of His voice.
He speaks to us. Being able to hear Him is a gift.
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My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.
John 10:27
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The relationship of the sheep to the shepherd is such that they not only
know his voice when they hear it; they TRUST it in a way that directs their
movement and decisions. We are the sheep. We can say all day long that
we are ‘seen, known and loved” but the way that truth becomes reality to
us is the same way the sheep learn to trust the shepherd - by spending
time listening to His voice.
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There are a lot of things | can do for my husband to make our relationship
happy. | can buy him good gifts, | can make good meals, we can go on a
date once a week and follow all the happy-marriage rules, but if | don’t
listen to him, our relationship will be distant or performative. The root of



communication is commune. Be together in conversation. Be together in
a way that shows we are each seen, known and loved by the other.
Communication is the fundamental metric for any healthy relationship.
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Why wouldn’t it be the same for relationship with Jesus? My sheep know
My voice.
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And yet | suspect that we have substituted a lot of things for the idea of
hearing God’s voice. One of the big things in the church is that we’ve
substituted hearing a leader’s voice. That’s not bad, but leaders in the
church should always be directing people back to the voice of God. We
should always be reminding one another that it is the responsibility and
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If leaders constantly tell people what to believe about God and how to
act and how to live to please him and what decisions to make...we will
be an obstacle to relationship with Him instead of a resource. We often
give too many answers and way too many opinions and when our
opinions are formed outside the sound of God’s voice, we live in error
and we hand those errors down the line as gospel but it actually bears no
resemblance to the way of Jesus (ex. Early church: Three-year catechism
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Only the priests can read Scripture and interpret it. Paying money to the
church will get you into heaven.) It’s dangerous to let a leader’s voice
become a substitute for actually hearing God. It’s also dangerous to let
pleasing God become a substitute for hearing God. Following the rules
does not equal relationship. Communication equals relationship. That’s
why hearing God is such a treasure. And if it’s true that hearing God is
one of the biggest treasures we have as believers, that must mean that
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You can feel it in the creation story...”Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters.” The Spirit of God...just hovering. Hanging
out in a personless universe, looking for communion through
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So He created humans to walk and talk with. That’s the ethos of His
relationship with Adam and Eve - conversation. They walk and talk with

Him. They listen to Him. They work with Him. Maybe they say dumb
things that He corrects. | bet they laughed a lot. FT A B RIE T AERITE
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The language suggests that they simply enjoy each other. No walls, no
borders, no guards up. God’s voice isn’t the only voice in the garden -



the serpent is there as well, but still the peace and pace of life in the
garden is a stark contrast to the world they enter when they are banished
- that world is noisy and harsh and unkind. Work takes time away from

listening to God. They have to compete with one another to survive. £
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Everything changes here. It’s like listening to an audio book through noise
canceling headphones or listening to it over the airport intercom system.
How much would you hear? Could you keep track of the plot through all
that static and noise? Our world is noisy - it’s so easy to lose the plot and

miss the point and miss His voice. EE—UJ&%& 7 - S BRERIRE %
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From the moment Adam and Eve leave the garden, God is on a mission to
bring us back into communion with Him. He is at work on our love story.
He is pursuing us. Wooing us. And He is using words to do it. Will we hear
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Every human can hear the voice of God. | believe it. | don’t think it’s only
for pastors or only for believers. IN fact, | think believers can be at a
disadvantage because they have to hear through a lot of preconceived
notions about his voice and His willingness to speak to them. But EVERY
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1. Nature B

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims
his handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night
declares knowledge.There is no speech, nor are there words; their
voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and

their words to the end of the world. Psalm 19:1-4 K RRGHRIE ; B
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2. People AK

Prophets speak the word of the Lord and point to the way of the Lord.
Regular people are regularly prophetic - whenever they reflect or speak
His way. We hear the voice of God through other people (story - lady on
the butte.) FB post from July 14, 2015: A
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Stranger stopped me on the butte the other day, took me by the hand
and said to me, "God is holding your hand right now. He really is."
And she quoted Isaiah 41 and said she is praying for our family and
she'll never know how much her words have impacted this really
difficult week. Thank you, Sharon, for being brave and faithful - you

added weapons to my rapidly dwindling arsenal. KX —{ZB%£A L
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"After all, it is I, the Eternal One your God, who has hold of your right hand,



who whispers in your ear, 'Don't be afraid. | will help you." Isaiah 41:13 “ &
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Note: this is not a mediator. Hearing God through a person does not
negate hearing God directly. & : EETE—MFHEIA. BB K EHL
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3. The Holy Spirit: &

But very truly | tell you, it is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him to you.
John 16:7 Jesus says it’s BETTER that he’s leaving because the Holy
Spirit will be with everyone all the time. This is a huge win for us. The holy
spirit speaking could feel a little like intuition or what authors sometimes
call “the knowing” - like a soft, low voice in your spirit or soul. It could look
like dreams and visions. It could look like circumstances aligning. But the

Holy Spirit IS here and ready to speak to us. Listen. AT , HiGEIFEHIR
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4. The Bible. Ei&

| don’t think the Bible is an answer book or a magic 8 ball - it is a tool to
help direct us to the voice of God. It isn’t meant to take the place of His
voice or of actual relationship with Him, but it gives us an on ramp to it.
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Four ways we hear God. But we can only hear Him if we stop to listen.

Make space. Step away from the noise of the crowd, from everyone else’s
opinions about him and move to a place of humble surrender to His voice
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The gift of sound, of hearing, is the gift of relationship. It’s the gift of
communion. When my kids all lived in Bend, we had family dinner together

every Sunday night. We cooked and ate and danced and made up silly
songs. We also shared hopes and dreams and tears. & FMEEH BE5 |
RERRNEE. BE—MNEH, ERNEFHAEELAENRER , RAEE
A L E-BEIRERE, RMAMRKR. LR, RENAMEIENRHEH, R
Mo =HLE, SEMERR,

We disagreed over things, sometimes fiercely. We fought. We made up.
We supported. We loved. We grew. We got to know the new versions of
ourselves. We gathered around a table - some days we really wanted to
because we love dinner and each other, other days it was very hard
because we were tired or frustrated with each other and on those days we
came to family dinner because when you’re in relationship you have to
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Jesus could have picked anything for us to do to remember him...but he
picked a meal. Commune. Listen. Be heard. Learn. Care. Grieve.
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How do you feel about your ability to hear today? Are you like the man in
our story, in the middle of a noisy crowd? Maybe it’s time to meet with him

around the table of communion and communication and ...listen. {R¥<S
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(MAYBE) While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the
guard, the word of the Lord came to him a second time: 2“This is what the
Lord says, he who made the earth, the Lord who formed it and established
it—the Lord is his name: 3‘Call to me and | will answer you and tell you great

and unsearchable things you do not know.’ Jeremiah 33:1-3 ( t85F ) 1EBF|
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For me, those little noises a baby makes while they’re sleeping, church
bells in Italy, the sound of my husband’s texts. HRERRR K RELREE
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