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Let it rise, let praise arise

Verse 2:
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Interlude:
Oh we praise You

Verse 3:
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Let it rise, let faith arise

Bridge:
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We praise You, we praise You

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09K-AARdKJO0, please delete after recording)
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Message £ 2

Baby Dedication: %= & Eii2

* Not a particular method...the Bible isn’t clear...a particular person. 2 EMH ...

XETHE . R/HEHA

¢ So a dedication is a public recognition of this desire...and a prayer for a particular
outcome. Et, FRAZHEREEMNLRAKE... URHEBEERRENES.

Offering: Z gk

Announcements: &

¢ High School Friendsgiving | This Tuesday @ 7 pm, if you are in high school, we invite
you to dress up, bring a friend and join us for a delicious dinner and some fun! 5 H 3


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQWkBAnn2AI

R| BMAZBRL7H, RMRESHE BRINBERBEELE, HRARK—ESMEMNNF
BB AR ED!

* B4 Basics | New to B4? Or just want to learn more about B4 and how to get further
connected? B4 Basics is the perfect place to start. Next Sunday @ 12:15 with free
lunch! Sign up today! B4 Z&t | B4FTA? & RBE THBIEZSE R UK MN{A#H —
BUBRR?B4 EMR—ARENESH., TAATH12:15 BRFRFE! SKEM.

¢ Our winter collection merchandise is now available in the commons next to the info

center! EINNLFRIERINEEBRNFOZEN LA HEFHHE,

Message: {E &:

¢ We have been doing a deep dive into the unusual Old Testament text of Ecclesiastes over
the past six weeks. ERERB, B —EERAZITEENENRESR,

¢ And what we’ve said from the very outset of this study is that Ecclesiastes presents a kind
of wisdom that is beyond wisdom, FHf{tEEEMAE RS —MIRMR, EEE2R T &R
HEEMEE.
e and it’s the kind of wisdom people like us need, & E 2@ HMERMAFTEEMNE
e in days like the ones we’re living in now. 7 HMIRTE £ ERIRLE B F42.

® So here, in the last week, the teacher gives us one final message that, in many ways is
bookend, mirror-image, of the how he opens the book, with one added twist. FrLL, £58
RIMERZ—BE, HEAHEMRE—EMNER, ERAEEL, th2LIFEMR I MLL5| B
A KRB REREH.

e |f you have a Bible, | want you to open to Chapter 12 of Ecclesiastes. N8R {RE ELE, FFIRIT
AEEEFE+-F.
* Now, before we read and unpack the text today, let me give you one other interesting

detail. IR7E, AHEMBBERMBERS ROKE 2w, BRB SR —LEAHBROME.
* The final words of the teacher are given to us in the form of a poem. {H:&& &z & KB H ML
AR R RAER

e Why is this interesting? &+ B2 B Hi#?

e Well, it’s interesting because poetry, in many ways, is the language of the soul. ;81R &
i ERAENSHE FREEHRMES.
¢ And while most of us don’t sit around listening to poetry, we do spend a large
amount of time listening to songs. EARHFEMKZ AT G LEREEET,
BEMEEEEXEREE,



* And songs are simply poetry, set to music. Tk 2 & £ F LM,

¢ Think about most songs, and you realize you’re hearing the language of the soul; X% %
RIEREh REE MRS ZERMES,;
* you’re hearing how people feel, {REEZ| A IR0 R,
e how people think, Aff/E#E%8,
 how people hurt, A4 515,
e how people heal. Affa0fElA%#

* | mention this for a very specific reason. HKIZFE@EE—EFEEERMER,

¢ See, for many of us, the musings of the teacher in Ecclesiastes are a bit disorienting.
E HEMHEZAKRR, SEENERARERS AKX

e The melancholy of the delivery. {EiEZE.

e The occasional twinge of hopelessness. {Bf A £ L fE .

e The frustration over unexplained circumstances. ¥f# ;% fiZFEa1E R K E;AE.
* The experience of people at their worst. A4 RFEFERIIERE.

¢ The feeling that time is slipping away. &R EE

e All of that is a bit off putting. FTHELE AT AT
¢ Do you agree? {RREIEIE?

e Well, let me ask this: #¥,3 3 & i5:

e What if this was someone like John Mayer? #1555 1@ A & John Mayer, EE/?

¢ For those of you who aren’t familiar, | essentially just described HALF of all of John Mayer’s
music. EHRIMLRARMBNA, HRIBEKR LR T John Mayer— 3 #I1E 4E.
¢ Melancholy. Z&.
* Twinge of hopelessness. L& E.
* Frustration of circumstances. ##7a91E%.
e Experience of people at their worst. ERFEEEHIIEE
* Time, slipping. B8, .

¢ In fact, take a moment and check out these lyrics and NOTE their similarity to the words of

Ecclesiastes: FE L, {EHFHERELNF IEEMEEESHMALZIE.

“No, I'm not color blind “FENIEET,
| know the world is black and white HAEEHFIEREB
| try to keep an open mind AEMEOMiES

But | just can't sleep on this, tonight BE, BSHEEEIAR



Stop this train FTESIXKE

| want to get off and go home again ERETRAZRBRERRE
I can't take the speed it's moving in EELTDZCHENRE
| know | can't BEMEERZ

But, honestly, won't someone stop this train? EfJ, EAEEETEE?

Don't know how else to say it THREEMEO

I don't want to see my parents go EFREIREHE
One generation's length away R —2E AR EERE

From fighting life out on my own” FTEBEBELEEDLERN

- Excerpt From: “Stop This Train” - John Mayer
-fE8%: “=T58%| KLE”- John Mayer

e Or listen to these lyrics: o 2 & &S5 L0 ::

“l guess | just feel like BREnNRHMRZ
Nobody's honest BREANAELUF
Nobody's true REANBRSTEH

Everyone's lying to make it on through SEA#A T E£FHHEBR K

I guess | just feel like I'm the same way, too HBISH P A TEXRMER

I guess | just feel like good things are gone EKREHHMANEFRESRE

And the weight of my worries is too much to take on I LHIEAERHLIAIT

I think | remember the dream that | had HKEZEELBRVNEE

That love's gonna save us from a world that's gone mad RAZREHHEME B HEITIMNEHR

785

I guess | just feel like BEEMRHMRZ
What happened to that? E—UREEET?
I guess | just feel like the joke's gettin' old EEmmAEMKENERE

The future is fading and the past is on hold RKE#=E, BEME
But | know that I'm open and | know that I'm free {BEE4EH&E L REHE, BHE#E
And I'll always let hope in wherever I'll be” BEEAREHHRET

-- Excerpt From: “l Guess | Just Feel Like” - John Mayer

-- {8 “BiEEmEENEZ” - John Mayer

e Or how about this song from Brother’s Osborne: =% ;& &% B Brother’s Osbornef 3k

“Make amends with that old friend “¥02& AR R FfE

You swore you'd never never talk to RBEZFHAEMNMREE

again Because you miss him X A R84

Call up your mom on the telephone HRISIGFTEEE

Talk a whole lot of nothing til the cows come home & |/} 4 [5] K &8 7€ 5 Bl 74 41t
And listen =

Cross every T, dot most the i's EEMET, M —B—

'Cause years grow wings and fly on by & &5 A & & H ¥ BE a0 7 i
And time slips through your fingers just like sand BffE& 0 F— 5 %L RIEREE



Because everything you thought would last B A& {RLL A —T#HERA

forever Never lasts forever, like you plan KR, A EKETE, MIREH I IBE
Don't let your night become another TEEMHRBEAEDS—EKX
So take life by the hands while you still can” AT LARSARE °] L BFHR, EIEE L

-- Excerpt From: “While You Still Can” - Brothers Osborne

-- {§ 5“2 {RiZ 7 LL”- Brothers Osborne

¢ |t sounds a little like the writer of Ecclesiastes has inspired these singer/song-writers, doesn’t
it? EEREGEEENIEERE TELRF/AMEE, TRK?
¢ By the way, if you listen to a significant amount of musical poetry, you’ll realize that
there’s atheme: B/ IMRMET RKEMTLEFN, MEEHIF—EXE:
e Melancholy. &
* Twinge of hopelessness. ELEHEE
e Frustration of circumstances. #Hr#1E %
e Experience of people at their worst. ExF&¥ERIIERE
e Time, slipping. B, Fdi.

* Now, All of this leads to the realization that the writer of Ecclesiastes, in all of his brilliance,
is actuaIIy tuning into something that is universally a part of the human experience. IR7E, FT &
SRR MERD, FEENAESE, BEMMNBRAYE, BRLERTHANEEMEERSY

¢ And it, it seems to be, that if we’d have put the past 11 chapters to a catchy tune and some
acoustic guitar we might not have thought it was very unusual. B, F 2, i1 R FEMEE
EN+—EER SR L ORI —EREShR, RMTEFTERAEERT2ET

* But, all joking aside, the teacher closes with a poem, a final song. ##[E1 %, REAETE T, 200 LA
—HEFRR 2R —8H,

e But THIS song has something different in it from the songs of our culture. B2, EERARE
BRI E R AR LE TR,

* This song, is very similar on some levels. & & 3,7 L Em L IEFHLL,

e But then there’s a twist. {BH b B —{E &,

* So, we’re going to read the final chapter this poem, and then, we’ll unpack it’'s meaning

together. FTLLEKMIEBERER —F, B8, AR, EMBE—EREBEMER,
e Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12: &=, £+=

Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 {HEZ 12: 1-14

Remember your Creator

in the days of your youth, 1R EEEY. B
before the days of trouble come MEBIRAME KRS L [ ke
and the years approach when you will say, XEHIAZzHE, ELRREMME,



“l find no pleasure in them” —

2 before the sun and the light 2R EZEHAEE. LHA.

and the moon and the stars grow dark, AR . EBES A ERIE

and the clouds return after the rain; MEEFERME,

3 when the keepers of the house tremble,

and the strong men stoop, 3EFTEEMNREE, EHINES
when the grinders cease because they are few, #f B 89 # 4> 7t It &

and those looking through the windows grow dim; £ & F 1 4t & 89 & & B

4 when the doors to the street are closed

and the sound of grinding fades; A FIRERA, HEMEZEWM /D,
when people rise up at the sound of birds, EE— U, A®MER,

but all their songs grow faint; ERMZFth&H;EM,

5 when people are afraid of heights

and of dangers in the streets; SABEERE, BRLtHERK,
when the almond tree blossoms EHHATE FERAER .,
and the grasshopper drags itself along AN FTBE R th &0 B4R

and desire no longer is stirred. ABANBEMhXKEMR,

Then people go to their eternal home FEMEHLEER,

and mourners go about the streets.

6 Remember him—before the silver cord is severed,

and the golden bowl is broken; GERIMITE, &€ MW R,

before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, #i F & R 3% 18 &

and the wheel broken at the well, KEm7E FH 0O B,

7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from,

and the spirit returns to God who gave it. TELXT B R EMEREEM M,
8 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. 8 & & & i

“Everything is meaningless!” EEHEZ, LEHR2EZE,

* So, let’s talk about this. FTLL, SEBFIRAKHEE.
* He tells us at the beginning: b7 BAA & SR FAM -

Ecclesiastes 12:1

Remember your Creator

in the days of your youth,

before the days of trouble come

BEEE 12:1

MEBEEY. EMW A FREAKE ... Bid2ERNE,

* Now, this sets the direction for the rest of the poem. S E TE B IR T EHRIF M,

* He says, “l want you to remember something, but | want you to remember it at a specific

TIME.” fiE, “HBMREFE—LE, BERREMARINMFKLLEE,”

* | want you to remember before the days of trouble come. HE{REZERMNBFEIZRZ
HIEREE,



e This phrase, ‘days of trouble’ is actually a Hebrew euphemism, and it’s probably more
literally translated ‘evil days’ but that gets lost in translation. “EMEI B F"EBEEEE,
ERLERAREHEHD, ABFTLUERNEZEABENB T, EREAERENE
BREXRELXT,

 Because the phrase evil days is a saying that references old age. RlA&“TMEMHEF " BHERE

F,
* To which, any one who experiences aging can say, “Amen.” &t EEMERLHRHN
BALEBRILLER, “PIFT”.,

¢ So Evil doesn’t have to do with being immoral in this case, it’s when things get difficult,
because of aging. FTLLBE (EVIDESELRZRM T NERNE, MIRRAAFET
 MERERE.

¢ Evil, because you’re sore in places you didn’t know you could be sore.
MAE (Bvi) , ERAMEBTINSEEEEERERRE.

e Evil, because you used to be able to do this with no problem. FBZ ( Evil

), 2R &R LIANE S M EHR R B RHE,

* Evil, because every day seems to bring a new ache or pain. IZE ( Evil), RA&E—X

FERBAFHIESERE.

* He says, “l want you to Remember - BEFORE that.” fthz}, “ K #&HL{IRECIE - EELEHKEZ

—H‘-ﬁo ”

e And he continues. A& hiEiER.
e REMEMBER, 2%,

Ecclesiastes 12:2

2 before the sun and the light

and the moon and the stars grow dark,

and the clouds return after the rain;

HEE 12:2

FEZIAX, XH, AR, BB, THERE. NRE=FKERE;

e This reference to sun and moon, this is not an end-times prophecy. 2% £ K50 A 5=,

LRERREFES

* The sun and the moon and the light and the stars, is a poetic reference to the days
comingtoanend. X5, A%, #8H, B, BUFTMERXER —KMER,

e And the clouds return after the rain. EHREERRE,
¢ This is like when you were young, and you’d play a game of pick up basketball, and

the next day, you didn’t feel it. Fhig 2 EIREEMBFE, /MMa] LUGEEBRKLT, B2
FIXR, IR EMEERET .



e The sun is shining again. A& KBEXHEKT . FHH—X,

e But as you get older, a game of pick up basketball doesn’t have the same effect. & {R%&

Z, BENRMEBRTER —HKIMR,

* Now, you wake up, and the clouds are still there. I87E, E{REEZR, BEKRAEINE,
¢ There was no sunshine in between. FBH XKEGHEKMEBET .

¢ REMEMBER. £21%,
e And he continues. {thiE#E:R.

Ecclesiastes 12:3

3 when the keepers of the house tremble,

and the strong men stoop,

when the grinders cease because they are few,

and those looking through the windows grow dim;

HEE 12:3

ETEEMAE. BONES. HENRIBLER. NEFEAENESEHE,

* Keepers of the house is a metaphor for the hands. —RHEFERAKLEWFH,
* Before the hands tremble. 7 F &8 #l,
* Before strong men stoop. 7@ At A R FIEZ Ao

e My grandfather, he had these biceps, he’d pick me up and let me hang from his arm.

HHER, thTEAREMEZEA, B ERRERAEMAREL,

A=

* | remember When my wife met my grandfather, he wasn’t picking anyone up. it 5 S
BHEFRIZARE hERLTRREREERAAT,

* And | saw what she saw: E{tthIR{EEEIZ:
e The strong man had stooped. EEEMMAERTERILT.

» When grinders cease because they are few. BB DL R,

e Anyone want to guess what this about? KARFERERHEER?

e TEETH. 5
e Grinders. TREERE
e Before Grinders are few, TEHEEERIF%5 2 LLRIT,

e Remember. 4%,

* Before those looking through windows grow dim. ZEME F S E A2 S8 LLET,



¢ We have a saying in our culture, that EYES are a Window to our SOUL.
ZHEMXies, RBERDLDENEF.

* Eyes are windows. BREFEZEF.
e He’s talking about Eyesight failing. fh7E:R1E h =R,

e Remember. E2{F,

e Remember before: 521E LLAT:

Ecclesiastes 12:5

5 when people are afraid of heights
and of dangers in the streets;

when the almond tree blossoms

and the grasshopper drags itself along
and desire no longer is stirred.

Then people go to their eternal home
and mourners go about the streets.
HEZE 12:5

ANBEER, BREFER SHEE. MEXAERE , A BENEHEHERE . EAABMEKKENSR , 5
=M E Lk E R

* Let me show you a picture of Aimond trees blossoming: (MR FIE — R B BTENE R
Picture: Aimond Trees Blossom 8 : FATERI A48

» What do you think this is reference to? {REFEBRHTE?
e Hair, right? Z8%E, FA2ME7?
* If you still have some, eventually it turns WHITE. INR&H#%E, F—RXEMEBESE
H,
* BEFORE this, he says, 752 Z#i, 8,
* Remember. 2%,
¢ Then we come to one of the more interesting poetic metaphors: “And the grasshopper

drags itself along and desire no longer is stirred. IREFHKFIZRE —EEMNHRAOINGFHY
AF EERAEE,

* This one, | need to put delicately. FZE /M EERFEEMRE,
e How do | say this? FE#:RIE ?
e So, it turns out that the grasshopper is a metaphor for certain aspects of the male

anatomy...and eventually desire is no longer stirred and it ‘drags itself along.’ Z3&#x

CHFEREARSNSEZM - EFEMNLERE. BEREBERTEXE , e AgEESE



IER S

e Enough about that. &ZEBREEEH T
e He says, “REMEMBER.” {1}, “&C1E. ”

* So, ALL ALONG, the poem is describing aging. Fill, FRERIR T, EFPEEHBEE,
e And ALL ALONG its building and building. — B, 7 &0,

» And there’s this Idea that is present throughout, he’s telling us to Remember. EEEERE—EE

FIRMR, MAESSHREMERLE.

e Remember what? E2{¥{+JEE ?
e Remember who? E2{¥i 2

e \erse 6: FENE:

Ecclesiastes 12:6-7

6 Remember him—before the silver cord is severed,

and the golden bowl is broken;

before the pitcher is shattered at the spring,

and the wheel broken at the well,

7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from,

and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

EEE 12:6-8

GIRMITE . TR .M FERZEBE. KRAEHDO KM,
TEXThERM . ENENBHBE A,

e Remember HIM. S2{¥fth,

* And if you go back to verse one you see who HIM is. #NR{REIFIE—&, {REAF T 25,
* HE, is, your CREATOR. fth 2{ReVEIEE

e REMEMBER your CREATOR E2{F{REEIEE
e Before the silver chord is severed. 7E4REEITHT 2 B,

* Before the golden bowl is broken. £ & FERZ Z B,
* Before the pitcher is shattered. 7E#LFHRIAZ B,
* Before the wheel is broken. TE/KEHIZ 2 Hlo

* Before the dust returns to the ground. £ {BEF b2 8,
* Before the sprint returns to God. 7ER 43 F 15 R 8% 2 &l

e Remember your creator. SE{FIRAIAIEE

.

* The whole poem builds and builds and builds to this point. EEHF—EBEFEHFERNEE,

e And what is he saying? £kt EE ?



* What is he telling us? #th7E &SRB+ EE 2

» The poems of our culture, the music of our culture, it leaves us with an unresolved angst. 1]

AERIFHR , BAISUL TR , AR —FER,

¢ | mean, there’s a part of it that you hear it, and you say, “Yes. Make the most of your days.
Because they’re short.” ZEMEER LR, 1’]’ﬂﬁ IEMNEHR , RS, “BN. EX2AAS
—1TBF. AREN=RERN, ”

e But it doesn’t ever really tell you how. 1B 2 E IR & IFIREHE M.
* You can’t actually stop this train. {RESEFREEEIEX#EFIZEE,

* So THEN what? #B:E%z 7k ?
¢ The teacher of Ecclesiastes is taking everything a step beyond a simple message of “BE

Present” or “Enjoy the Moment.” ZEEZEEXEBHE T HENEEI T R2EZANRE”
IXBERE R

* John Mayer can do that. John Mayerit a] A5 iR BRITIX LR EMNER T,
e This TEACHER actually shows us H O W. &8 & #H HR 1 EHE M.
* And it’s SO simple: X RRELHE :
Remember your creator, now. Z2iERI=E,
* Remember your creator., NOW. L2 RNE | MEIE,
* And the emphasis is on the NOW. Em 2E“TE”,
e That’s the whole point of this aging thing. BAMZEWERMERENBEZXNEN,
* He’s addressing this mythology that certain things can be ignored until a certain point in
time. REEEXEEHNNRXRTENETUHZREIFENZI"WRERE,
* So let’s play a little game. LT — DR
e Let me show you a number: iEIFHLER—NEFE -
28,470

¢ If someone have you 28470 doIIars today, that would be pretty sweet, wouldn’t it? B0 R &4~
ABELHIR28470ET , MESK , IRBRIHENSE , TEREB ?

* You could go buy a decent car. {REI AR — B4R E,
* You could put a downpayment on a house. {RA] LU+ EFHIE 1+,
¢ You could pay for one week of the first semester of the first year of college.



RA LMt REZME—FNE—ZHNE—1T 25T,
* Pretty sweet, right? B4 , XI5 ?

e But if | came to you and told you | had an idea for a game show, and that the winner would
get 28000 dollars! BN R F IR , BE—DMHEXTENEE , SHEN25FI128000% 7T !
e How many people would tune in? {R1EZDALEREXANTE ?
¢ Not very many, right? &%4, 215 ?

e It’s not that impressive is it. XX E&FRRKFELR,

* But let’s change the question. AR LEERITE XK HZE — T @&,

¢ And actually this is a good question that might actually distract some of you and make you
think differently...but here’s the question. Eff L& 2 ERIFHIME, EEELEMATRRE
MAEREN, EEMER——

¢ What if someone gave you 28k and said, “This is ALL the money you’re EVER going to get
the rest of your life?” MR —{EANEIR2.8EXREHERR, “F, ERME—ETFHREAR
MR A ROER, "

* THEN, you might look at that 28k a bit differently, right? Sk, {REE2.8EEFA—
K BTRE?

e First, you'd be like, “It’s not enough.” &BAA, {RETREEHE, “EF AW, ”

e Second, you’d probably start figuring out ways to leverage those dollars in ways you never
would have before, right? #A%, {RETREFLRAIR B HHE KRR IFRIFIFAE LS, RIRLIETREZ
BiBHE BF27

* You’d quickly think of “How do | make the MOST of that?” {RBRRMAIEEE“TKEXRER
KM BESLENEER?

e Now, here’s the catch. IRTE, FERER T .

¢ That number is no about money. EEEHFEF SR &,

¢ That number, 28470 is the average number of days a person is given to live, in the west,
when they are born. EEZF, 28470, REAAHEMAMTEHEREN—E£MBF,
e 78 years. 78%,
* 28470 days, that we are given, to play in the sand. F{I#5E25528470K, K 1Eih
ST,

* Here’s the scary thing. 24 2 A HME,
e [ ran the numbers. EHEEHE—E,

e If I’'m average, which everything ELSE in life tells me | am, | have 10,950 days left. i1 FHth 2
TEAMBTFT (HETPHEM—UIMKRBEZZE—BATFTEN), BHEFIT10950K,



¢ And what the writer of Ecclesiastes is revealing is that at a specific point in time you will
come to realize what really matters and what doesn’t. {EEEEEEERREM , X
BERFEHRMEEHIMERELEEREN AEFREEM.,

e But why wait? B2 &M EEZFIRE?
e Why wait until the almond tree blossoms? & EZE % 2| HF & FTE 2

e Why wait until the chord snaps? %+ EEE % B4R SRR 2

e There’s a mad scramble that takes place in moments like this one. TEEfEFHE R EEE LR
B
e There’s a fear that sets in. HIEHHEZK,
* “You’re right. Time DOES fly.” “{RE2¥T849, BF I HIFERM, ”

¢ And there’s an immediate sense that something has to be resolved.
FEAEEBRALEFERTEWAER,  There’s an acute feeling that
something needs to change. H—EREZIMRZHELEEFTER/RE,
¢ That’s why certain songs hit us certain ways - they tap into that. SE2 & EH
LHERFEMD — —EMEREEER

¢ And the teacher of Ecclesiastes says the way you address all of that is to Remember Your
Creator, NOW. {8 #& H R EMRERE - VMM ERR MU EY X, MERE.
* Maybe you’ve noticed this. thEF{REEEIT .

¢ When you are hiking and you come out of the trees and you are faced with an unbelievable
vista - when that happens - and you see this expansive view, you will lose track of time. &
fREZILE, RIEEMP IR —EXF A SMNERE——BEEAREMRIE——IRED
ERHEMNER, IRIATCBERM T, » You forget the past. RS TEE,
* You don’t worry about the future. {RthFREBERK,
* You just ARE. R}, R27,

¢ There’s a word we use to describe this. It’s calledH — AR KM A RE R ERE, ThE——
WONDER %3
e What is WONDER? (1EE2E & ?

e It’s nearly impossible to describe, isn’t it? JEFE iR, F2ME?
e WONDER. E%.

e Wonder is a first hand encounter or experience with our creator. ZE& S HEE MM EMEFE —
FHIFEGEFI2EE,

* And when that happens, EVERYTHING else seems to stop. EE &£ /R, —P#ERFIE
To



e Any senes of time is removed. — YRR RN BRBEHEMET .
¢ Any sense of past, and sense of future, is taken. —YIEFHR & 2 F1 3k 7k i 7% B &R
BWEET
 And there’s just NOW. REIR#E,

¢ What we are doing in those moments is STUMBLING into Remembering our creator.
BMEBLERZFTEENAESEARLSHMEY EERMER, ¢ It's like an

accidental encounter. ;E{E{& 2 — E{BAKEE,

e And it has this effect. EAIEEHZMER.

e AND, what the teacher is telling us is, don’t wait for an accidental encounter.
BEEEEEGHEMNE TEEFRAMEE, » Don t Wait until your
so old your forced into it. TEZFERERLFZBHENEA,

e Remember. Now. 2=, FLIEIRTE,

e This is an invitation to bring this reality to bear every day. H —{E¥:E 2 {RAT LLE R & AT LIE
BAS R,

e BUT, it’s not just “Remember” like “to recall with fondness”. B2, EEM ‘IS FE2RE2E
pFEARRE ",

* There is something attached to this. —Lt 8 Z F85E 1Y

* The whole book ends with a summary and an invitation. {8588 A E L —EEEMBELE
E.

* And if you get it; if you catch it; it will change everything for you. MIR{RT f2E, IME
E EERE -,

* Listen to these final words: 3% 3 M2k 258 R A& MIEE -

Ecclesiastes 12:13

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for
this is the whole duty of man.

£ & £ 12:13

1IBELEHMEERRT, REME HMEBM, ETHMEMT, 3
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e Before | unpack this, and close, let me take a moment and talk about unsolicited advice.

HBMEAREXNERS RNFHE A, FHA—HRERBTFERNES,

¢ Now, when | say unsolicited advice I’'m referring to just about everything from friendly



suggestions to sticking your nose in someone else’s business. & i 1 iF B K892
EBHRR, RRER —URAFHEZEINENARENENR.

¢ And here’s what I’ve come to realize: No one likes unsolicited advice!l;&
SEEHIN . ZEAEHTEERNMERE ! ! eNoone. BEA
e Someone might SAY they do. HL AR EER M= £,

¢ But deep down, | don’t know anyone who actually likes it. {E2Z R CRE, FKA1
ER2BEAEESBERE,

¢ Now, what | find hilariously ironic is how many of us feel compelled to OFFER it to others,
even though we don’t want it ourselves. B IRBARFF XM 2 EMTIWEZ AERE
CHVERIATFERNES RAKMECTEERERNES,

e Im learning this as | now have adult children. ZEE2E#MBIEH, RARERE
I F 1,

e “But wait, it’s not advice.” “lBZ, EFr 2 —HEEE.”
» We call it ‘being helpful’ MW E“sFEE "
e Or we call it a ‘suggestion’ FHIl e E”
¢ Or we act curious and ask questions, but the questions are obviously
intended to lead to answers. &, HMiFEF3FREME, B2EHM
MR RREEREREE,

--->Yun

* The point is, we don’t like it. FASER, ZMATZ#,
¢ We don't like other people telling us what to do, when we haven’t asked for their

opinion. XMFTEEAEELZAHAINAZTRE, AMMSHREFEEM,

* But here’s the odd thing. {B&I1ZHE,

¢ When we respect someone. E&ZFIHMEE A,
» When we trust someone. EHMETEA,

» And we view them as wise on a particular subject. F {12 AMMIESELE LFE

REHEEN,

¢ And we GO TO THEM...not them to to us, but us to them... FM#k

EHMM-T24MEEM 2ERMAEEE
¢ WHEN We go to them and ask...We L O V E advice.
EHMEMMM-ZMEEEIEE,

e The difference is in who is initiating and the manner in which we approach the other. [& Bl FL7E

MEHEEBLUREBMAHA R,

e Why is this important? &{tEE5E EEIE ?



¢ What does this have to do with these final verses? ;E M Ex & A& X H T ERMZR 2

e Well, | think that often times we human beings can view God’s direction and instruction as
‘unsolicited advice’. &M, BEEHZMEAANFTMHNIES I TIHRELHRZ R EMBIK .
¢ Like, He gave us this Bible full of all these directives, but were we really asking?
o, HERMERREBTHER , IRMBERTE ?
e But the answer is YES. We actually were. MREIZ 2 #, EEMAERH,

* Do you realize how many of the instructions offered by God, were solicited? {RENEH %/ #

MHE HERRMARKN?

e Take the Ten Commandments for example. lal-l—%ﬂi?%ﬁ'l o
e They were preceded by SEEKING. Efiz i, EAM—EESK,
¢ Moses went up on the mountain to seek God. B ER|FEI=ILEF KA,

* “We need you! We need your help. How do we do this?” “HMEZE/R ! HRMEBEE
B, PRS2

e How does your perspective of God’s instruction change when it shifts from unsolicited to

solicited? B ERIEREMEERERSRMN, RUELZSREF?
e See, the writer, the teacher of Ecclesiastes, ENDS with this. E%&, BE &, MiEREEE,

e REMEMBER GOD. Now. itf5f#, IH7E.
* Be captivated in WONDER. H[EET EZd,
* FEAR GOD. #j & ##,

 And then he says, “LISTEN TO HIS VOICE.” ##fthif, “BIE#EE, ”
e OBEY HIS COMMANDMENTS. #{t#tis .

e He’s telling us to reverse the way we often think of and behave toward God. #h#E &M EME
R IR ITED,

¢ And he’s inviting us into this relationship where we Ionglngly look for his input and

instruction. #7E B E M ESREMEBREN N AFKENBR.

* “God...you KNOW...and | want to hear from YOU.” “##---{R%011& - B ABERIR, ”
e And, it’s the same invitation that Jesus offers us. 138 F1HER &R 3 3% B M08 E.
e | think a lot of us miss this. TR AL AEBTE—E,

¢ \We miss a massive aspect of what Jesus is trying to accomplish in us. FAM§&%k T BRERETE
EMEBEIIMER—E,



® See, often times when we ‘read’ Jesus...we read him through the lens of our cultural
framework. % % & H M BRI EBERRF - B PR BEME B XXILR A EEM,
» We have a ‘way’ of doing things. &A% EMHMESF =K.
* We have a way of seeing things. EMAHTEHESERAK,
¢ We draw conclusions about how the world should or could work. M2 HtH R 2 FE
ZH AL ERETHN—EE R,

* As as result of this, we hear the words of Jesus and we interpret his words with our own
cultural framework. M#ERE, HMEDIEREREEZ M UEM B S HXXLIEE KRR FE
ftt,

* We see through our eyes. MBI FIRVEERE.
e Or we hear through our ears. E 1A Z MM ELXE,

e But what if a big part of what Jesus was actually doing was just trying to get us to see, and
hear, differently? {BINREBERMHBRO—BIABEZEEZMEE, EEFR, EE&K?

¢ Did we ever think that maybe instead of us trying to make sense of Jesus in our worldview,
that he’s actually trying to get us to gain another one? M T1iBRE, hFHEMFRAUHK
It A A EREZIRG, HERKEXBEEMEES —EBHA?

* Remember your creator, Now. SE{ERMEE, ]RHE,

¢ This is the teacher’s final invitation. & EZEMMIRZMEEE,

e The sun is going to rise. KIB&Fit,
e And the sun is going to set. XIG&% T,
e And the rivers are going to flow. ;L7 o
¢ And the mountains are going to stand. FILIZ L,
* And you’re going to work. {RZ& EBI,
* And you're going to build. #REEE,
* And you’re going to eat. {REIZER,
* And you’re going to drink. {RESELE,
¢ It's all part of being human and living on this planet. JE#8 2 A &£ EEEH EHMANE,

¢ And the only way, any of it, will EVER make sense, or be meaningful, or bring peace, or
deliver joy, is when, WE, Remember, God, init. M—MA X, EFRASEREEE, =5
MEEE HRTLR BHBREL AELE REF @7 H .

e Whatever it is. FiRZ2TEE,
e Wherever it is. FEH7EH,
e Whoever it is. TEfE .

¢ When your eyes are opened to the presence of God - everything changes.

E{REIE A F M TFAE - —UIEHE,



* This whole thing is an invitation: Do life with God - Now. & —EX{& ik 2 — 8835 : Bt — i
B A - R,

¢ And in the same way, Jesus said, “Follow, Me.” T RI#<AY, BRERER, “IREERK. 7

* Reflection/Response % £&/[E]f&E
* Listening / Soliciting God’s advice BAE/:5R s
e Leaning into his direction 5EE #9353
e NOW, vs. future. IR7E, F2FRXK,

* PRAYER i &

 Advent Journals 8 it & {& 5 fft
¢ Advent begins next week. Beautiful devotionals that will walk with you through this
advent season. EEFEEMN T EHARE. FENFHEEBMEBEEAZENMNZE
B,
e If you didn't get one when you came in, be sure to grab one as you leave. 1l

RIMERRZARD, FEMFIREFR—Z&,

¢ We also have them in Spanish, Chinese, Russian, and Portuguese -
translators who are a part of our community worked hard to translate these so
that the Gospel could be spread not only in our local community but around
the globe. ZMEFAPLFEE, XX, HEXMEE T EH - HME P HMENZEAIRL
EfRFrEHEANEERSTEERERNLEREEHAS M,

* No Thursday service on Thanksgiving AR &R F 2L UMHFERE,

¢ Elders £&1M.

Benediction #li&E



