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The Way of Waiting.
Alex Lessler
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Announcements: ¥ &

+ Women's Together Event - Friday, March 3 @ 7pm // Ladies, Join us for a night of fun,
worship with Shelter Worship + an incredible word from Bo. If you have been to any of our Big
Events last year, you know these nights are fun and the perfect ladies' night out. So, grab a
friend and be sure not to miss out. kR EEE) - SA3AE R E78/Z LM, MAKMESR
— AR KRB, FEEERTHFF + IFETIEEE . MR REESMBRKMRER —RKETFS, /R
BMESLRGREE, RFHAMKZE. FTLL, BEMMBAR —EFEHEE,

+ Men's Breakfast - Saturday, March 18 @ 10am // Men, join us for good food, worship and an
encouraging word...did we mention good food? + R+ B & & - 3A 18BN E L1025/ B+
MAEKMEZERZE. BFMXEFES. RMRINEZET ?

+ Parent Q+R - Navigating Technology with your Kids - Sunday, March 19 @ 3:30 // Parents,
we have a lot of questions on technology + kids, join us for the conversation. Sign-up today
on our website. + XEBERE - M FMEREH R -3A198:BB T43:30 / XM, HMER
ZEAMNERMZFROBEE, MAREMER. XA LIERH MR L3,

Intro: 98% of our life is Waiting f&§ 41 : M4 ar 198 %I B fE &R 7L F 1%

Good morning. We are in a series called Through Ancient Pathways, and we are talking about
some of the ways we are shaped and formed into maturity and wholeness by God'’s Spirit. B
Ei7, BFREEAMNEERIB A BATZMER", BMEHRNERMEMMESREE
BRARANTEMN— LA,

Today we are talking about: § XEMEFHZ



The Way of Waiting %1% 2 &

On the superficial level this checkout...I- the time we spend at checkout counters, airports,
busses, red lights, for a friend to arrive, or for that meeting to start, for that church service to
end (hopefully not this one)... For a meal to come, a family discussion, or a bout with the flu to
end. k@ LF, EEEK. EERBIRES, #15 OHfKRE, FERLDELAORRE, DRFERARD
FZk, EEpGR, AEREMER (FETZER) ... Fix—EHR, —HRER —HETREK
SRR,

But there is also a deeper level of waiting. {B 2581812 EEERXMNEIR,

We are almost all waiting for a fuller season of our lives. You can probably count on one hand
how many times you have been able to say, “right now, | don't want to be anywhere else, with
anyone else, doing anything else than | am right now."H % FHRAEFEZEMEGIERTENSE
B, MRATRE—EF U AEBE R SV RIRGRR, "RERMAEREME MG, MEMERIAE—
i, MEFIEEIRAERRMER, "

From infancy, we almost always wait for something else to happen. When we were little, we
wanted to know when grandpa and grandma would come over again, when we could go back to
the park, or when Christmas or our birthdays would come again. {¢825#2, Z %L TR HRE—
LEENRLE, ERM/DIEE ZMABMERFIHH EFEER, B IEEEAE, ERE
HE ML B H EFHEE R,

If | ask my three-year-old how old she is, she almost always tells me 5. Because she wants
to be big, she’s waiting to grow up. IR EME=ZEMEZR LK, tEFEERMER. BAE
mBRX MEFERK.

And that is also the experience we all have. Through adolescence and into adulthood, we
have this almost constant restlessness to grow up. For the next thing to start. ;& th 2 MFr

UANBEREE, #FFENTAF, HMRFHRARENERE. FET —ESERLA,

Waiting to know if we'll get into that school. ZEEZNE H M2 5 7T LUE A 24,

Waiting to know if we'll get the job. FzFEH M2 EFEITIE,

Waiting to know if we'll ever own a home. H{EFEH MR E I UEARE.

Waiting to know if we'll ever get pregnant. &I EEMEEATLUIEZ,

Waiting to know if we'll ever find love. ZZ&ERK M BB HETHEIE,

Waiting to know if our lives will amount to anything. Z{EfNERPIMEEREEEA.



Waiting for that relationship to be healed. Z{&x;EFEERF AR,
Waiting for that situation to turn around. SRR N & £ 5%,
Waiting for the truth to be made known. ZE{EE+H#HKXH,

Waiting. Waiting. Waiting. 4%, %, %,
Transition: Aimost all of our life is spent waiting. & : T FMa0— £ HEFIEFIEBE,

| think sometimes we can be tempted to think that God lives only in our peaks and valleys. We
do gravitate towards him in those times. But what about every other time? What about in the
waiting? ZFEHEMEREEREZR A REERXMMSILFES b £ AR LRHEH B tmmks . B
EHEMFREIE ? EF &P ?

Maybe Nouwen is exaggerating. Maybe it isn’t 98% of our lives. But even if he is off by alot,
the truth is that the majority of our life is still in the waiting. thE¥F EEZE X HE, thFR B HM—
A HI98%HFfE, B BN Bt FARA, FE ERM—EFHKRE O BRI ATEF R,

As I've reflected more and more on the “waiting” in my life, I've come to realize that some of the
most significant and transformative experiences | have had with God have been as | wait. And
while | have about 15 different sermons previously written on the topic, | want to share three big
ideas that have helped change my life about waiting. EH#RB SR BEEGTHNFIR 2,
FHREHI R SR TR EENRES SRR HREFEMFZ. ARSETERTRER
TRISETRENEE, RES I ERRRENRETRASFFPMES,

1. A different perspective on waiting 1.Z& 5 R EIRIHR A

B 48R

2. What waiting does in you 2. ZE#F$H{REHEZE
3. What we do while we wait 3. S4B FTE

And | hope that they will help you too. Genesis 1 in your Bibles. 3% 52 th{fth & LLE Bh ZI{R,
ERMEREMEIH A1,

MVMT 1: A Different Perspective on Waiting I5=1: £ FF P AR MR A
You can't talk about waiting without talking about time. Because, after all, it's what ticks away

as we wait. We're going to take a little detour into time and come back to waiting. You'll see
why when we're done. FEXEmBFRITA BRI MFF, BA, Bk EEMFGR, ERHEEE &K
i dnrE, BEEF ERMATHRRMSEEEA AT E,

Theres a rhyme in the poetry of Genesis 1. 8|t} #21EEEF —ERIREEAEFI,
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. it £, 588, 2¥—H.

And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. ¢ £, RS, EF=H,



And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. §t £, RS, 2F=H.
And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. §t £, HR S, % MA,
And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. it £, HEEE, ¥ HH,

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day. Lt FEZFMATEM—Y], M2, Bt EEE RF/NH,

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he
rested from all his work. -Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31,2:2 ZIEtX, EHFTR TSI, B2
HELX M TH—UMWI, KT, -BItH#EE 1:58,13,19,23,31,2:2

Time is God’s invention. BfE 2 #2EEA/,

Here on earth, a day is roughly 24 hours. fE#thiEk £, —KZE24/\BF,

But what we also know is that Time is dependent on Space. 1B 2 3/ th &8 B RS 2 KB M 22 RS
A,

Let’s get a little nerdy here for a second. EHMERF—/INE,
Length of Days on Other Planets fTEEth 23k F XMKE .,

Earth 24 Hours; Mars 25 Hours ; Jupiter 10 Hours; Mercury 1,408 Hours; Venus 5,832 Hours it
Bk £ B24/0NFF; K E ER25/MF; KE LE10/M ;K2 L =Z1,408/hB¥; £ 2 £ 25,832/M i,

So how long is a day? It depends on where you are. FFLA—XK 2 % & ? EIKIBIR{RTEHE,
One day on Venus is about 243 earth days. £ & £ £t —XKEEMR243{@#EK A,

The last time | spoke to our prime timers, | talked about time travel. That was fun. So I'm going
to do it again. Interstellar fans, get ready... LR REI T FHMAEZE5T0528, HEKD T HRKRIT.
FEAR, TUKEBM— R, 2FRRM, EHT..

Orlando FaceTime time travel vortex. | was coming from their future, and they were
coming from my past, and yet somehow, we were communicating in both of our presents.
Mind-blown emoji, right? B % FaceTimeRsf ik 1785 F R B tMa9A52R, thifizk B ZL &
=, P, FHFERERMAIREEITRR,

The Bible speaks to this.. BE{REHER ..
So in Jesus’ time, a debate rages about “the Resurrection.” A future event that we anticipate

when God heals all of the broken things of this world and raises to life all those who trust in him
in new bodies. There's this group of religious leaders called the Sadducees. They were popular



with Rome because they colluded with them. They were not popular with the Jewish people (the
popular party was the Pharisees) because they were thought of as sell-outs. They conveniently
only used the first five books of the Bible (called The books of Moses). At LATEERERBURF 1, A EA
REFNFH. ER—EREKNEH, BMBEEEREMENRIZEREE LR SEMBREMMA
&E F—AHSR. A —HBLAMEZXANRAEM, ARZESANED RathMaiEE
BN tFEBAAPFRZEHD BAAFZEDMAZEZFEN) AAMMRZEAEZRERE, i
Rt R EEPMETENE RBAERRR),

A lot of people tried to take Jesus on in a debate, but nobody ever succeeded. So they come
to him to try and trap him. Here's how he responds... 1R % A EZEREASH, B2EHF
AR, IR2 IR ERER AR, EEfREE ., TEEMEREZEH..

24 Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power
of God? ERRi%E, “MRIIATLLE T, EFRENTHBERE, FTREMIIKEEL ?”

Mic drop moment. These are both good questions. 218 7 —TF, ;S M{E#S 2 1FRE,

25 When the dead rise, AMIEE £ 5,

Not “if”. He affirms that “when”. Side note: there is a future resurrection. Stay tuned for Easter
Sunday. iR 2R "INR", MEHEVIMRE", IEFER—TF, REUWFESE ERMHPFETHE
H.

they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. th A~22

MR, THEXR LHEE—#.

26 Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses, iLZIEA &F, R11:&
SEEEMB,

Remember they didn't consider anything outside of the first five books of the Bible. So all this
other stuff about a future reconciliation that comes later in the writings, the psalms, and the
prophets, they just kind of wipe that away. But Jesus uses the first five books of the Bible to
prove they haven't even been paying attention to the part of the Bible they think is legitimate.
REMMRRERT B ESNELSNNERIAS, FTUATERRRREFTHAR, RIERER
FEREME, LNEFR, N, ST E—E, B2 ERERMNRT R iR E kG
fth il iz F EIEFEFM MR E R AT EREHE,

in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘l am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly
mistaken!” - Mark 12:24-26 ¥likiE LR8I, fMXNEREY, [EE2WARIZEMME, LUBM @, X
B, 127 A RBFEANMIH, ThEFEANMARZRE T, ” BA{EE12:24-27

That line, “Not the God of the dead, but of the living.” JE—1T: “FR2IEANH, Th2/EARIH, "

When God speaks this to Moses, the patriarchs (Abe, Isaac, Jacob) have been dead for



hundreds of years. Jesus reaffirms that wasn't just a metaphor but a deep seeded truth of God.
EMMERRGER, £AMEBEZE U #5)HMELETEBET., BMMERHNTE—EL
W, MERENHNERE,

Even the name “YHWH” or “| AM” indicates that he exists outside of the created order, and
yet works within it. EZE 2% F “YHWH” 5i&F “| AM” &R T b EEERLENTF 2 5%,
B TIEREH S,

We think of time as a linear, like an unescapable line. F M8 {RAIERE 2R IER, B—IEEERE
%%’%O

For us, for now, it is. ¥/ E M, HRRE, E2EHRM.
But for God? He is outside of it. {E 2 ¥ H# ? fth 2B AIELE LIS,
The past and the future can be in His present. ;@& R &R AT LA hAYIRTE

We see this on display again during the Transfiguration. It feels like this strange moment caught
in the Gospels where Jesus is seen in all his glory. Who He truly is. The | AM himself. Hanging
out with Elijah and Moses (who again had been dead for hundreds of years and yet are
somehow alive and interacting with Jesus like it's totally normal). ZM7EERER & LS FARBHEE
BTE—R. ERERKEN—EFERNEME, HMERBHRTMMEE,, SEHEEENM, B
BAEKEMEL, BURNDRMERET—EERANERTHEE, ERRAAEAXZFEN, WEHFE
EAN—MERERES, )

The past and the future slam together in the present once again. BEFNE R X FNIRFEEE T —
e,

Psalm 90 says, & 90& iR,

A thousand years in your sight ZE{REE, T4
are like a day that has just gone by, I1E2d8IREH,
or like a watch in the night. X IR EH—E,
- Psalm 90:4 % 90:4

AND 2

Our days may come to seventy years, ZA1—4MEHZ2E+7%,
or eighty, if our strength endures; & 2L AIE|I/\+% ;

]#

yet the best of them are but trouble and sorrow, {BEEFFRFHEHN, FEE2F =R,

for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 3¥BRRZE, HAMEIN kM E.



-Psalm 90:10 7% 90:10

This is poetry, mind you. We all know that we can live longer than 70-80 years. But the point is
that our lives are short and limiting, and they quickly pass. ;& 2B {REIEF, FMEEFH M7
BEERRIA70-80F, TEEEMNEHE BMMNEGRSEEMARMNY, £HREMIAERT,

Yet it's intended to serve as a contrast to us. ;E#EFRITH IR SIS L,
70-80 years is a long life that flies by. 70-804F ¥R & fikR 2R, (E2EEHE,

But to God, a thousand years are like a day going by to us. 1B 2 1A #2:R, T aRIAIE L rE
H.

God's relationship with time is different than ours. 8 £ i 5] A B8 4% F0 F M EL B R MO BR R A D
This should give us perspective as we wait. 58 £ M F R IRGEMHIZE,
Remember last week when | talked about the Lord’s prayer? “Hallowed be thy name"? 5253

LB EER, BMAREIERERMTRS 2 EAMEREIR HEE, "

Hallowed = Holy, other, different than us. Hallowed = AE8, thgi 2, FIFKMFR,

The orientation of our prayers as we wait should keep in mind that God moves in ways we
cannot fathom or understand. &Iz &R, MRZMFFHAFER, ZIEHNEHIELT
EHMR LR EFEEN,

But we can know that He does. Why take this detour about time? 1B 2 HM&1E M 7E# ., AHER
7 B fiE] B R 43 T R ZRIE 2

Because we have to realize that there is more happening behind the scenes than what we
think as we wait. &K ML ENEERRZTEARSEERE, BiBHMEFFMEIRRALL
&1,

There's moreto it. EEEEEE LR,

Our prayers move time and space; God bends reality to work in our lives. He moves the
resources of heaven as we wait. FE{frIiESHE T RFEFIZER,, B RELUAERMOLESRF
T AEMEFR, HEBRAXENER,

This is why the Psalmist can say, ;2 thEi @ &+ EiF R EE R,



“Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! -Psalm 27:14
ESV "EFRERFI4., ZitpE, BRERMD, B, EFRIMLE, " 5F 2714

Transition: If you are waiting for the LORD to move in your life, “take courage.” He is moving in
your favor. Sometimes we need perspective to serve as a reminder that our view on our
waiting is limited. @& : MNRMIBAEEFEHEMMOEGEMT, “EALHE, " HELSMMI. &5
k., ZMEFELD ERMFERERAFTEAARE, RMELLLREBSC.

Just because we do not see what we think as immediate results (and oh is this difficult in our
instant day and age) that does not mean God is not at work. {#{£ R A2 A5 E N EMEEH
EFERGGHREMETERRERAMARRESREH), T TERAMLIBEEMT,

It does not matter what we are waiting for. God is at work. FERFMESFFHE, HEREMI,

God is indeed at work in the universe, for our Good, and for the redemption of all things... He is
also doing a work, simultaneously, in us as we wait. #BR L ELFHMI, 57T HMURE A
T 2ERIRE... ERMFFNRIR, EMI,

MVMT 2: What happens in us as we wait? What happens in us as we wait? 7£ #1108
% EEMEERETHE?

Well a lot of things, but we only have time to look at a few. EAARLERLE, HEEEMRAAK
MR ZEHpp—L,

We are going to look at Romans 5 starting at verse 2 in a minute... B —SEREEZFTEN
EREME M,

The first thing that happens in us is Hope. ZEHMEEZEMNE—HEZNE,

Paul writes Romans. You would definitely remember that if you have been with us for a while
after our “72-week series” in the book of Romans. R#EEREERE, MEMELKEE—K
T, 2EBEMZANEREE 72 BRI, MMEEELFE— B

To Paul, Christian Hope is not wishful thinking for better circumstances someday. That's
especially important when we think about waiting. The Christian Hope is that Jesus will renew
all things. This can be guaranteed because Jesus said it. And Jesus' word can be taken as
trustworthy and true because of the resurrection. It validated that He is who He claimed to be
God himself. And it was the beginning of the reversal of all things that are broken. ¥f{R## 2k %
 AERMMETR—LDAEF —XRBFRIFRE, E—HEREMEEEFRLAEE, &8
I ERIMEREH—V), SR LURERN, EAIRERRGE, BRERMER LER A ENE



B, EAthaERE, EEEE THRMNMIMAEE, S SWEMNEYEEMEFR,

This is all a fancy way of saying that the Christian Hope is not that our circumstances will
change now, but that they will one day and once and for all. And in the meantime, we can
experience the power and presence and LOVE of God in this life, and forever. ;& £ #8 =
—REpERE HEEERMNNETRRRMAEMRERAEERE MEEMEE—X8
WMEREBEXKAER, BtER, RMTUESEDEXKEREAMNE. RENE,

Paul says it like this in Romans 5 starting halfway through verse 2. (R#ETE#E EEFESEF 281
EE R

“...we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and
character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. - Romans 5:2-5
RESE2EMXEZM AGEHFEAREMEMERAD TEHEREENE
AR ESSAEME MR EEH PO EHEEEN. BN EEHE XM
S4B THEZR ZEHREMESSMEFEREZEN.BAFTBKEMMESE,
RN EEEERMLAE,

So waiting. Persevering through trials shapes something in us that results in true and genuine
hope. FT LA F, HEHBPRHFIMELRERMADMELRE, EMELEEEMNIRE,

| hope for circumstances to change. | will even pray for them to change. T FEFHHRTHNE,

LEEGASMmfSRE.

But the deeper hope inside of me is that | know God’s love, and | know one day the whole
world will be saturated with it. (BEEADERMAFLEREKMNEMNE, HANEF —REEHALDBE
WERRE.

We often find ourselves sad, and even in despair as we wait. ZEZEFHEED, BMEEREIZFE
1%1 EEII tEEO

It is often because our hope is in the wrong place. i 2R AHMNFEFEEE RS,
Waiting reminds us to put our hope in God. Z#FIREEHRMIRFEFITEHE L,

2. Character (Patience) E## - f#& (Eiit)

Now reflecting more on Romans 5, we see that waiting can cultivate Character inside of us. I{

i, BEMAEERES 0F, ZMBEINFHAIUEERMAENRE,

Character seems so old-fashioned these days. We don't really talk about it often. But | think it
needs a renaissance. SR MBLUTEREE, EMUEFEERRE. ERFAEFTEER.



One particular aspect of character | want to focus on today is patience. #4 XEZEE— @4 %
HEmtg, SRR .

| used to think that waiting taught you patience. Z SR AZFH G T IREM,

Hiu]e

| no longer believe that is a given. R BR{5:E REMTE AN,
| think 24,

Waiting CAN teach you patience % # 0] A2 & R 2 it

(if you're willing.) (30 R {REEEAVEE. )

Patience is the ability to accept delay, suffering, or trouble without getting angry or upset. Zfii &

EZEE., MEBMEM A E RS HBAIREN,

Patience is a fruit of the Spirit. That means it results from the Holy Spirit's power and
presence in your life. M REEHNRF, EEKZTCEEZEEMAEMPRIBENTIRERIER.

It isn’t something you can white knuckle into existence. ;E 7 2R E S8R,

Patience (and any Christ-like Character) flows through you from your relationship with God. Zffif
(LARABATGEE — B R0 S 48) AR EL s RO BR R PR AR,

I’'m not a naturally patient person. My personality doesn’t lend itself to that direction even one
iota. | have almost always been the person who wanted to get there as fast as | can. | don’t like
limitations, and waiting feels like an annoying limit. Which is bad news if most of life is waiting...
| want to get to my preferred future as fast as | can. | was the kid that wanted to drive as soon
as legally possible. | started pastoring at 19, | got married before | finished college, | finished
college after | started my career, | had kids young (4 kids at that). I've always had my foot on the
gas.... KRR —EXREFMDLHIA, BHUER—BHTESITMEAR. RETF-EHRESHEFR
E"IJFJ?;RE’JA HASHRT, FEANEBZ—EEANRS, MREGHRNEIFREBEFST, &
HEZEZHER. ... BREFRIEFRBEMREK, ZAEMWE—BERIUSEFAERERNZF. &
195 IR IRED, KRBIREXUEIET, AR ITERTREEE RFELEERATEZTF(F 4 E
BF). BAEPR—EREHM......

And Jesus just doesn’t move at the same pace that | would want him to. BRF AN 22 HIRBH S
LR AMRFE R AT,

There are many things that haven’t happened in my life that | wanted when | wanted. There’s
been detours and roadblocks and setbacks. HERZBFERMALE P RERESTERKEEN
P 3% £ . ISR E IR, [EHEF4T,

| can not definitively say Jesus put all those roadblocks in my way... &85 T H#h 25 BRER7E F 89



ANERERE TAAELERE. ...

but what | can say is that he has used them to teach me patience. {BIEERMZ, thATMEE
T HMmD

At some point in time, we all must realize that patience is the key to contentment and joy. £ &g

Frix, FMEp AT HIIMD 2 im B FIRERMERRE,

If we are always in a rush to move through our waiting, we will never experience
contentment with where we are. IR EMEZ RN EBFFNE, BMKEFSHEMATRE
HIGLE RS iw E

We will be angsty : Angry Fearful Or Sad & REIFR B, DR KIS

And that’s honestly just a terrible way to live. Trust me from experience. B, ;= 2 — BN

H£EAR. HIER BROER K,

The delays and detours can shape inside of us a Character that embraces where we are
instead of where we want to be. ZEEFNE R A] LITE H A R0 B E — B M E MR ERIR
BEMA 2 HM=EARA MRS,

Here’s the funny thing. We cannot cultivate patience and Christ-like character by trying

harder. FlBHZEFERZ, HMTseRBEME HREEMOMEREE R MIE,

Remember that line of Jesus, “You don’t know the Scriptures or the Power of God” ? 1252 %ER

ERROARAIEENS, RABAREEHE, thANBAE R KAE" 2

What he wants for us is to walk alongside him, learn, and be shaped by him. That's the point
of this whole series. i FHE HK IR R FELT, 2E M, BRI E, EMEEERINMER

In this case, the result will be patience in the waiting. 7E32 B HIF &, #ERIEEEZFHFEMD,

This leads me to the next thing about waiting... ;S EHEE TRNREFHT —HE......

3. Motives Efj#s

Waiting reveals our motives % #F85 ~ H M0 S H

All a person’s ways seem pure to them,
but motives are weighed by the Lord. - Proverbs 16:2
HE162AN—UFTH EECRPEFAFTR HEMRMEHHE AD,

In other words, we typically start with the idea that the thing we want and are waiting for we



deserve. That it would be right for us to get it. #185%:%, HMEE WSRO AR, BEIFMAE
BENEAEHFMRASEMESN, EMSIIEREREMN,

Remember last week about the “egg and the scorpion”? Sometimes we ask for things that we
think are eggs but are really scorpions. And God doesn’t want to give us that. He wants our
motives to change. To be like his. It's in the waiting that we can be renewed. To actually want
what he wants and for the right reasons. Which, turns out, is wanting what is best for us too. i=
RFLBERFREEMEF EXE? FREMERMEERMBARHE BERLRIET.
ARBREEMBE, wHLEHMBEBE, K, BATUESFPEIER, HRIEREHN
EHEFREMEZEMNERE, SEEH ShEHRMRITHEA,

| want you to think of one thing that you are waiting for. Ask yourself the honest question, %8

EMREEMEEEFN—HE, B2 —EHEMRE,
Why do | really want what I'm waiting for? A+ EH EMEER IFEEHFRERR?

If you ask this question and are willing to be honest with yourself, you might not like the
answer. INR{REEEMELEFREHBCHE, MARETEHEEEER.

If you are anything like me, you will come up with all the right answers that try to cover up
your real motivation. I1R R —*, MEEHAEREEESMEESRMEEEE,

Let me tell you a funny one for me. | want to tell you about my dream car. Some people want a
Ferrari, a Tesla, or a vintage Ford Mustang... Me? Do you know what | want? | want a
12-passenger AWD Ford Transit Van. | know, that sounds funny. It's actually dream car. ;2 &
FRAR—EHMABRHSEE, RESHKMAESENE, FEABZERAAN. FHRLSZXEHETE
...... FIE? REERBEEHEE ? REE— 12 E 2EEEME, a8, SREkER
B, SERLEZEPMRE,

| can give you all of the reasons and justifications that make it sound like it isn't just a want but
a need (I have 4 kids, | want to be the Dad that drives them and all their friends, its a good
investment because we can flip it into a camper van later, etc. etc.). But the truth is, we have
two great cars, and we don't really need one... | would just really like one. And | would really like
to convince myself it's what God wants for me too. Weird, | know. ¥ 8] LIfA{RAT B B9 IE R FN1R 15
 EERERTEER—BRE ME—BFEEF4EET ZERARESLMFMLMRE
AARMRE, ER—HERIFHNEFEE RARMILZERRESER —WMBEE, FF5), BFEZ
MEmETE, RAENAFTE—H.. RRZENRERE W, REMRERKBEC, Ethi
AEERLMA, REF1E RME,

This is a simple exercise in examining your motives for the things you want. We are so easily
convinced that our motives are good and pure. While a car can be a silly example it can be a lot



more serious. ;& & — B E A LR EREEM R AN IR, HMARBTZBERMNE
HEFIMMRN, HASEARIE—EFLRNGF BAFPAREERENZHNE,

I've heard people talk say they are having sex for connection when they are really just after
pleasure and not caring at all about the other person or the consequences that may follow...
wait? No way. HEEBH AR MMREMHRREATELIMAMEGZR MERLGMREAT
% RATEOEAHFAIEFREZMRMER....FF? RT,

I've heard people talk about “stewarding their callings” (this is a big one in ministry) when
they are really masquerading their selfish ambitions for a greater platform. 5218 A 3%
"“BEEMMAMTER" GEREIFHN—EXSE) MERFLEMREAKECHEXREEMBTA
Fib,

I've heard people talk about taking that new job to provide for the family when really they are
taking it because they love the status and power. HEEBAMRBIEZENHIERETER, B
Ef M2 EN TERRAMMMBAZSAIEN,

I'm not calling any of you out. And I'm not saying that the thing you want is even bad in and of
itself. | only know this game because | play it too. | am saying you can want even the right
things for all the wrong reasons. AR E IR LF, REFBRIMEEZMEREARS A EH,
BRERMBEERER HAaHtn, BERMEEALUHRAARRHREEEZEREMERA,

That's motives. 5E7L 2 Ehi.
And what waiting does is that it reveals your motives. Z#F81E i 2B RIREIEIHE

Transition: Now, | want to ensure this does not paralyze you. I've been there. Stuck in the
hamster wheel of overthinking everything. Let’s talk about what we do as we wait because God
doesn’t want you frozen in fear that you will do the wrong thing or even the right thing for the
wrong reasons. 18 IR, HEHRELGEIMTR, HEBR., EEASRERFHURBE
BE—U, BRMAXRBRMEFEFRABNOERE BAauTH7E2RRATMEHESTHERAHER
MREMSEHMENIEZEERZH,

MVMT 3: What do we do as we wait? IS £ BHE S BEE 2

I've preached a lot of sermons on waiting. That's because there's so much source

material on it. F B R L EENEFNE, RARNEFFHNMEMNLEZZ,

There are so many instructions for what to do as we wait, but | want to give you 3 today by
looking at stories of people who waited in the Bible. B F IS F MR EHhHE Z M
R, BERSREEEBREER P EFMANKERA=2,



Abraham + Sarah - Against All Hope, In Hope Believe S8 {HHI % + #ifi ——7E E R {5 LB

i B

o Abraham + Sarah heard a promise from God. & {H I Z2+4if 41 5 2| e B FE 5

o They waited 25 years for that promise to come true. #h %1% T 255 F S I FEF AL

o

o The waiting wasn't easy. FF2 AR H M,

o You can read the story. There were times of honest, raw, prayer pleading with
God to work. To intervene. fRE] LUEIBEHNE , H—LHE R ENIESHE KEE
T A

o There was even moments of failure, trying to take the promises of God into
their own hands instead of waiting on the LORD. £ EH £z, HEHH
DT REGLABIFERTF, MAZFF,

o But they kept holding on. {E 2t fHERFT K,

o “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed.” -Romans 4:18 “ith #£ £& 7 5 £ #) B

& REMEELE ——HEBEE 418

o On that journey there were twists and turns. 7£ BMERFEH 3 L &R,

o But at the end, Abraham and Sarah caught a glimpse of the fact that God was
actually up to something even bigger than a son of theirs. {B 2 &%, ER{RHIFEM
MR THEMMEB LG —ERFEX,

o But a people of faith more numerous than the sands of the earth o And a savior

that would come from his family line to redeem humanity. o They had their sights

on something too small. —E{E LMK, 2B tniE:ErPAEES et MR miRE

R— LR ERHBALE, tMRIRSEERFTENARNT

o How do we wait? ZMna &% 2

o Against all hope, in hope believe. 7 R[5 LM E, RIEMAEIEE.

o Wait with Hope in God. 7 $t IR E h & 1%,

Joseph - Stay Faithful 9 ——&F 210

e Joseph's story is wild. HIZHHEREIL.

e God gives him a dream at 17 years old. #7E{th 175 MIEHERth—EZ,

e It's a dream that he would be great among his brothers. ;22 2R th 1§ R E /£ th i 7. %

AKX,

e He is beaten by his brother, then sold into slavery by them, wrongly accused of a crime,
imprisoned unjustly, and forgotten in prison by the one person who would have helped
him get out. fi#RihAI T REEST, BB AR, HEILE, FAOAR, EW—EREEBth
HEBWART,

e And then a great reversal comes. A% K T —E KR &,



e From prisoner to second in command of the most powerful nation in the world. e Then his
brothers arrive, not knowing he is still alive, and bow before him begging him for food
because a famine has hit their home. ¢ — AR £ H A KABAE B DN, ARkith
Bk, ERMENSNEE, EMHEITTHRZHEY, RathfruRBEEIE.

e And Joseph remembers his dreams. #2215 th 2,

e 23 years as he waited and wondered. 23 2 A, #hZFEF, thER,

e But what's true of his story is that he remained faithful to God in the waiting.{B 2 7E &
R REFEBRRD,

e Whether he was in a pit, a prison, or a palace... Joseph stayed faithful to who God called
him to be. Feffth IR, EERP HEEED, . . HE BHREMTFEZMER SN

e We will be tempted to give into despair and discouragement H & #H X 1FEA B LR R

e ORELE

e To compromise. 1.

e Because waiting is hard. A FEFREH M,

e Stay Faithful in your relationship with God. Keep walking with him in the waiting. 7£ £ ##

RORE R o ARl TEARBYSF 15 B e AT 17,

Paul - Just Keep Moving

e Much of Paul’s story is spent in the waiting room. We read the highlights and think it was
an everyday action-packed adventure. It wasn't. There were long and silent times. fR#&
E’]ﬁﬁl%k*ﬂ" EEEFPEBR, BMED-LSLEZ RAREXTREHRITHNGE
%, BRI, MERAERMMRNVEFEFEE S,

e God says that Paul would be his chosen instrument to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles,
Their Kings, and the lost sheep of Israel. #:R{R 5 2 #igEM 2R MEEEFTHHNFD
A R E, LESIhREME,

e His first attempt at this ends in utter disaster. {RFEH LA FE—REFH UK HEER,

e And he goes off the radar for like 14 years. A& RAWR T 14FE 2 X,

e There's another point where he has this epic showdown with Athens's philosophers
of the day. It doesn’'t go well. He has a long and lonely walk to Corinth down the
Appian way. £ —EFE, tEERMEREEREIT T EHLFRAIER, —

WAARNEF, thnZEREREETRE—RE, EMESTFMKZ,

e But one of my favorite stories is when he is trying to figure out where God wants him to
go next, and he is getting nothing. He goes on a 285-mile journey, doors shutting left
and right, and finally, he sees where to go next. (would have been nice if God had just
told him earlier) B EZEHMHEZz — R EMHEFERMEMT —SEWER, A—8
AR, k£ T —1@ 285 ZEMRIE, —m—REFIEEL, &R& MBI T T -—SHERH
2, (R ERERMELLFT)

e What we learn from Paul is just to keep moving as we wait. It F B2 M2 ERME



FFRIBRHRIEERTT,

e | don't mean stay busy. ZEMER R ZIE B2 FH/EIC,

e | mean to keep trusting. ZHIE B 2HEERIE,

e Sometimes moving is staying still. HHIBHEITEI 2 LFE,

e We often think that waiting is not going anywhere. That we are just stuck. e But
waiting is sometimes like floating in a current on our back. # & %32 & %% 2 W4ER
TaeE. EMREHWEET ., o BEEFEFHEMEMZFERKITF,

e Eyes up to heaven, and let God be the river and you just need to be still. @ Don't
be paralyzed by fear. (1€ XE, EBHHK AR, IRRAEERL, o« FHEEZMTIER
=,

e Ask the good and hard questions in the waiting. £ &R X 17 X #AIRTRE,

e But just keep moving forward.{B 2 R B #E4ERT1T,

Response: [A]fE

We wrote a song. HMET —& ]
It's about waiting. 2ERZE#F.
We want you to take some time to let the Lord speak. 18 iE{RH — LR R IE M EMRERHEE,

Benediction: #iis

May you be a people who trust God is at work in your waiting May you be a
people who all God to do a work in you in your waiting And may you be a
people that have hope, stay faithful, and just keep moving.

FAMRPIABIE A RBIF T 2 T4, R PR AERF AR RER T/E
FERMAIE, REFED, #IFRTIT,



