% B4CHURCH HiX 9.26.21

A People in a Place, Week 9

“Paradox, Power, and the Cruciform Life*

Worship 3%

HIERAR

2 Corinthians 10
— @t AN, 5 98
(fFim. B HE+FRAETE)

[& i : Brandon Lake / Matt Redman 5 3 #1¥ : Christ Harvest Church, YK Chua

Verse 1:
B ER N ERARFEN R
% ER M AR K BF

Let it rise, let praise arise
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Let it rise, let faith arise
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We praise You, we praise You
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Great are you Lord !



Great are you Lord !

{rR4Z AT You Sit On The Throne
AIRY : fE5ASE Tiffany Wang
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o Offering Z=&k

¢ |[f you have a Bible with you, or if you want to grab one in front of you, I’d like you to open to 2
Corinthians 10. FEITRAMRFERIERE, MRLZFECHWERMNEE, TTUEREMCAFIEA—X, FH
ICEMSREIETE,

¢ As you’re doing that let me remind you, that we are in a series called “A People in a Place” and we

are looking at a couple of letters that the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth. 7E{REHEE
RMFHRZEEFEIRE—T, EMETETHRIIUE —@iA—BAN", ZEMREEENRE
RRERBINSHENE _HEE,

e This was a wild city. 22 — @& T,

e It was a crazy culture. 28 REITHIE,

¢ And it’s HERE, in this messy place, that the gospel gets traction in people’s lives. AT FL#E

EE, mEERELSENMA, BT EARAMBEE,

e And | think that’s an important observation for us to make. 8152 2ESMENTZIN

iﬂﬁo

e See, | think that, for MANY of us, when we envision the optimal environment for growing in the
gospel we picture a pristine place. LA, H#REMETRZ A, BRE—EEEESEHENKE
IREE, AMERR R —HEZRM, REMSERNA,

* We imagine it like a clean laboratory; sterilized and pure. 1B EE—EZEMNERE, 4
BER, fFEMN,

e Like faith is grown in a perfect little petri dish. 3F&{E D 2EBE—E/IV/NY, TEMNESD
B

e But that’s never the case. 1B EiE A AJHERY,

* When we lived in New York City, we traveled everywhere by train, by subway. & MBI &£ FH
B BEEXNE, I,

* And if you’ve ever ridden the subway in New York, then you’ve seen how gritty and dirty it

can be. MR{REMMM LB MEXERE L.

e Well, one day we are making our way down the stairs into a station that | would rank as


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWomLj_NA9k

average on the ‘filth meter’ and | look down and one of my girls is LICKING the railing. &
— R, BMEAEE—EAXRDAMBEEEADPEFNMEWEETE ETERBNEERE BFIHEN
—ExREEREHKTF,

* | was appalled. HEEWIET .
* And disgusted. K& T o
* And immediately anxious - because who knows what was on

that railing. HEBIIEERE RAEHMEREHEF LAEHE,

® But here’s what happened to not just her, but our whole family. ATMARIBEMNERLET, =
BREENLXESE MERLEREMER.
¢ After a short time of living there, and being in that environment, we stopped getting
sick. EEMEENE-—BREFHELE FEBKRNREE, EMBFBELERT.

e Why? Because our immune system was made stronger, by rigorous
environment it found itself in. BHE? RA&EZMMNRERMESKBREHIREGE
[FEMRALT,

¢ So. While we may THINK that the Gospel grows best in a sterile environment, it actually grows
strong in a RIGOROUS environment. AL, EH MU AES EHELZFNREDEESRITE,
EEREAEREMREESBEEMRE,
* In the complexity. R E 2+,
* Inthe mess. 7ERBLZ H,

* So the apostle Paul is writing this church in Corinth, and he’s helping them forge their faith in this

place. FTLAMEFEREMRFINSHBERE, EAMbMAEMAEEE T FRRERE.

* However. Along the way, he says some things that are counterintuitive. ZATME &, TR —LF
EEETEER,

e |t was counterintuitive for them. Z& T I ESE .
e And, it’s counterintuitive forus. hZ2&E THMHUEE,

¢ Which means we run the risk of doing something dangerous. S FL &%, 3k 97 A2 & b 15 /& Bz A
=,

e | was reminded this week of something Thomas Jefferson once did. ¥3EEEETIEEH AFBED
R iHEmE,

e Sometime in the year 1820 he went to a bookshelf and took a Bible; a pair of scissors and some
tape. TE1820F I E AR IR, hIEEREET —ARERE, — LN —LBHFK.
¢ Disturbed by what he saw in the religion of his day he felt like he could improve on the
Gospels. &2 T —LMBERIZHARERBHERE, B GHMATLISE-—TREE,

® So with these scissors and some glue he meticulously began to cut out sections of the
gospel and paste them together into a new thing he called “the life and morals of Jesus
of Nazareth.” ¥ R F it A DHMB/KIEARESTHWER T T RLE -, MlR—%F
e e B(ERE AR EFEMERER).



* He removed all the miracles by Jesus; #i{E B R T B MEBEEEEE T ;

e any mention of the supernatural ‘EiEFTH BB 2 B RS ;

= fohe

* sections of the Gospels that contained resurrection accounts LA R B 1E;ERIEST;
* and the passages that portrayed Jesus as divine LA & B2 BR &R 84 4 14 a8 .
e Then, He said this: X1, {th:R :

“l have performed this operation for my own use by cutting verse by verse out of the printed
book and arranging the matter which is evidently his and which is as easily distinguishable as
diamonds in a dunghill. The result is an octavo of 46 pages of pure and unsophisticated
doctrines.” -Thomas Jefferson “H 1T T8 EIRME, IBEX—ET—Eib{EENIRIAIE L35 T2k, B4t
IREBEMAE FREHMAER FEGRELPIBHER— KBS 57U HiME —F/\FH46EHIH
HUEBER AKBCHEA. - TEH RNk

¢ Now, you may be sitting here saying what | say, “What? How does he have the audacity to do that?
How arrogant.” IR7E, 7S, RAIEEBRE KR “TE?MEEBERB? KIEET !

¢ But it doesn’t take long for me to realize that what Jefferson did, physically, | have often been
guilty of subconsciously; {E22FBZ A, KMBAB T ARBBRINEMT +E. th2ETS LM &K
RESTEHMEOEM,

* Haven’t we all chosen, at times, to ignore sections of the scriptures we don't like and focus on
the ones we do? HME#EF R EZBELZZRERLD—LEHMAZTHMNES, MEFIERMEE
I EEIS ?

¢ |sn’t there a temptation to use the Bible to validate what we already believe, rather than let it
RENEW how we think, or RESHAPE who we are, or REDEEM how we live? At E K IiE
RERKREAZXMEEREN MARUERARE, EHFHMacwEE EBHMECS, MES
CHE g ?

* Along those lines, Tim Keller says: 2if-slnth R

“If your God never disagrees with you, you might just be worshipping an idealized
version of yourself.” - Timothy Keller “81 R {RiIt K LZEFREMR, BIEHFHRZE—E
HERAMIRED, ” - 1218 Sl

¢ Do you read the Bible, do you read Jesus, and allow your heart, or your thinking, or your life to
be changed by what you see, or read? {RE 2 HBER, BERER, ZZRAD, RHOERE, REIL 0,
BRARATESIRY, FMBEIIMHE ?

¢ This is particularly important as we look at something Paul repeatedly says, something he
repeatedly models, that is completely backwards from what we see, and what we hear, in our
culture. EHXMEBEINRER ERE, R EFFHN, URERMWBELEMEBIN, FMREIMNTE
FREN RMESHIELBIFEEEN,

e So, let’s dive into 2 Corinthians 10. 1, EHXRMEKBE(FIMESERE)ETE

¢ |'m going to read a few verses here, and chapter 11, chapter 12, and then we’re going to unpack it



together. A EEBREENX, EAFE1E, F12F, AZZMIDELEXKTE —EEFE,

2 Corinthians 10:1-2

I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—| who am humble when
face to face with you, but bold toward you when | am away!— 2 | beg of you that when | am
present | may not have to show boldness with such confidence as | count on showing against
some who suspect us of walking according to the flesh.

AMEERE 10:1-2

1ERT |, BREMRNAENMERREN , TEMNBENHREMRINRERN , MSFEEEER
RURZRAE, MR, 2 BAUREKR ‘*#mﬁﬁ% , Bt LA 420 A B BRI %A RERMAE IR
FEARMIABEA R , BXFA B,

e So, quick pause. HEMEEEHMEE —T,
e Paul is talking about meekness and gentleness, and about humility and boldness, right? {&#&1£

SEZERENT, UERRENEH, 2B7

* Now, let’s skip down. EHMBEEFTE.

2 Corinthians 10:17-18
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who commends
himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

FMHZ%E10:17-18
17 BEEOMLIEETEO 18 AARKRMN , TRECHITFN , IREMMHITFN,

¢ And then, if you turn to chapter 11, you see this: A%, ZLMBFRNE1E, HMEEIEL:

2 Corinthians 11:30
If | must boast, |1 will boast of the things that show my weakness.
AMZERE 11:30
HELNBET , REBPXTFEUABHNEET,

e Then in chapter 12 we read this: %%, EMIFTIFE12E, HMIFHEISL:

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may

rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

AMZEE 12:9-10

IFTUEEERTECHHNGE , FUEEBWENIBER. 10 RNEBNWSH , BIAKEE. £E. 2. &
B, WlE. ATERN. AREALMNMRETE , EARMERNIET .

¢ And then, a few verses later, speaking of Jesus, he says this: A&, iz %, RIVERER, thRERK
E



2 Corinthians 13:4

For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him,
but in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God.

AMLEE 134

tERRBHETETFRLE , ARG KREE , MREE. BAERXERMEES , BR @ ERIITEH KEE
, b Bt ELE,

¢ So, clearly, there is a dimension of the gospel that embraces weakness, there is a dimension of
the gospel that values humility. FTLA, REEAN, ERKE—EAEERERS, ERE—EFEER
B&RE,
* Which is challenging. :ERE,
e It’s challenging because Paul is an influencer, right? 2T IR %, ERARBZELA—BEEZE LY
A 22

* Paul is a leader. %7 258,

e Paul is an apostle. & 2F 4,

e He'’s a pioneer. £ 255,

* And yet he boasts in weakness? B2 fth/EE= SKEEEETE 2
e He leans into humility? fth & sRIKRFE kR 2

¢ This has significant implications as it relates to people like us, trying to live out the gospel in a
culture like ours. E2—EREAEMECR , LEHGRMERN  SEENRSHLPELHES
BIS G

* Now, | want to explain something about the Bible for a moment. 7EiE#8, HERiRhAEE—T

HA 4
=EITo

¢ Whenever we read the Bible we bring different perspectives or approaches to what we’re are

reading. #ER{TEFHZRHEMEZE, ZMBFEFRNRARE ARERRMATEMNERL,

* There are schools of thought and various methods people use in an artistic science referred to

as ‘hermeneutics’ FEREZBRIENAE, Wil 2B %,

¢ |[t’'s important for us to know that there hermeneutical errors that can be committed, and those
errors frequently result in misunderstandings. HM—ERBAREBR LEENIER  BLEHEBRRKE
BEMEEER,

¢ For example, many people in the modern church, especially in the west, have looked at the
Bible far more prescriptively than descriptively. 4%, “EIRARKE, LHERA, BZ ABER
EERREMEN, MA2RBRER,

e In other words, as they read, they interpret things as if they are being prescribed for us. #if]:%
R, OBAMBELEE, AMEBMBZNERERMANITAREMNELS.

e Here is a behavior, do this behavior. INRERETAMN, BREEMEMMWITE,
* The other option is to read Descriptively. BH—i&H#E xSt EH,

¢ Reading descriptively means that we understand we are reading a description of people, during a



particular time, at a particular place, living by a particular principle, and what we are reading is simply
describing what it looks like to live by that principle. il 4 R 8 2 #5 3 152 & B Rr B M 2 H#d —
A, EREREE, MR, RESEENRELTE, RMMEBENEERR R SERBIRKNRES
TEERHERF.

¢ This helps make sense of all sorts of prohibitions or even directives given, that make zero sense in
our culture. EEMEMABRMLETRKIRHMES, FRZHE, AHEMRENLEEFERT ST
IR,

* Things like wearing clothing with blended fabrics, or women not adorning themselves with jewelry,
or men marrying the widows of their deceased brothers - these are stated like commands, but make
little sense until you understand them descriptively. tLINERFREHBMAOKR, HE L ARTFHOIE
B AEBARREABNER. A-ELaS NEFUERMEMNARE, BMARTENRE,

{aif

* “Here’s what it looked like when people lived based on these principles.” ;2 2 & A iR E;S LR H|

AERFRIRF
e That’s descriptive. & 2 — @b,

e So, it turns out that the Bible is FAR more descriptive than it is prescriptive. Frll, E&#E0$E R =
ZRa R,

e Which means that in spite of what many people think, there are far less ‘rules’ or ‘commands’ than
we think. EFLEHR, HARRZ AL, ERELEMGSNRLERERMUANS,

¢ The rules and commands are frequently describing HOW a particular group of people lived out a
particular set of principles. B EREALUER S —EHEHAFELZERRB— LS ENFEE
RETE,

e Are you with me? KZIKEEIR EFKFATRAIME ?

¢ Now, that DOESN'T mean that there aren’t places where the Bible is prescriptive or gives us very
clear directives on what we are supposed to do - there may be less, but there still are some. &
TARZRELPREAREBHEMTRERNREHFIEEEMNITAER - R, BEREM,

¢ And, what | find most fascinating is that in all of our misdirection with a prescriptive approach,
we’ve missed THE MOST critical, most important, prescriptive behavior in all of the scriptures.
MEBERIFUHNIAFERMIE - LHEMARBIEHTHERESREK, RMERREEERHA
B REEN BXPHARRAEHITA,

¢ |t is the underpinning or the foundation for everything Paul is talking about as it relates to humility
and weakness, and the power of God. Eth 2HREHEFTERMNERE, MBI KEERAER
HER,

* One of the few prescriptive behaviors, or directives, given to us in the Scriptures is that we pattern
our lives after the crucifixion. f&X#EHMMIREAHR ER2— MEERMEFHETE+FENRK
FE,

e That our lives follow the example of the crucifixion. 31494 & 218 5 BR i = 2 M IS
e That we enter into what | refer to as: F M EHE ARTEERY:



Cruciformity +FZE X £
¢ Or, the CRUCIFORM life. {2, +FZE TM4AEFE.
e Where does this word come from? E{E &2k 2

* Well it’s simply the word crucifixion and conformity, combined. 5% & £T+ 5 22 7 #15& £ AR & A HF #0
1,

¢ And it means that we are being conformed to the crucifixion. BB 2K M E SRR+ 728 L2
=r 2=
B FRo

e Conformed. To the crucifixion. &, +FE I SHMWESE,

* A life, patterned after, the crucifixion. &, BREZ LR,

* One of the most outlandish statements made by the early Christians is found in the first letter
that the Paul wrote to the church at Corinth. HE K EIRHM—AREZENBBABEAR
RERIMNSHENE —HEHE.

¢ He said something, in 1 Corinthians chapter one that is so counter-culture, so controversial, and
yet, he also makes sense of Christianity in a way that we have lost as a people. EIMZRIEE—F4E,

RELERSHEMBRBERE, AFHH0, MEMAZETHAXERERATEELE.

e Listen to this: ZM&EE—E&.

1 Corinthians 1:20-24

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach
Chrrist crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

FMHZR1E1:20-24

20 EHATEAE ? XEAEAME 2 Bt EOORTIENE ? M TR ULEH SRS R B ?
21 H NEECHMEE, BFAZEHEs, aiLEAAEERMNEEREBLEMA, EMEH
MEET. 22 BAANSEMIE FAEASRKEE, 23 HMARFHIT+FENEE, EHBANS
HREA , EABARERM 24 BEBREN , BREBAA, FFREA, EEERGNEESD , @0

¢ Notice what he said. & FE R a0,

¢ Basically he says, “Where are the so-called smart ones? Where are the miracle workers ? That’s
what you want, right? Signs and wisdom?” 1R K L {RF#EIZ[EE|, “BEEEMAER ? THENTE
7 EMERIRMFTER, 2B ?HEREMNEE.”

* God has worked DIFFERENTLY than you expected. ##FT{TEIF{RFIEALEBATRE,

* He’s offended the sensibilities of the jews, and the greeks. A AMBFIEA B R MEZMUERZEEL



ME@O

e How? EBEEIE ?
¢ Because instead of wisdom, instead of miracles, as the answer, he’s given you Christ,
crucified. AT ZEE, F2ME, AI2HBHREMEIT+FENMET, HathaE

¢ And then he says something downright scandalous. A% R#ER BB Kkt E+ BT,

¢ For those who GET IT, who understand it, the Crucified Christ is BOTH the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. ¥ ALEBER, BAAMAKR, $T7 +FEMEBNIMOKEE LEWMHNE

e The crucified Christ is the power we experience. 1T +FEMNEBEZHMEE T M KEE,
 And the wisdom we walk in. A% EMITEEMMEEF,

e It is THE power that shapes us. 2 # A XEER M.,
* And it is THE wisdom we apply. E#EZHMER,

¢ The crucified Christ. §1T7+FZEMEE,

* Now, you have to understand how eccentric this statement was then. IR7E K RIEZBABEER A E M

=EELE.

* Paul’s spiritual experience that he’s describing is not a part of ‘mainstream’ religion or
mainstream thought. GREFRHMHBEMREEL T2 ERRBAHEIRBEN -85,

* He is actually OFF center, or the word we might use is Eccentric. BB HERE TR, HERE
AmiE,
e Out of center. ¥ L,
* He admits this right off the top. i th —BAIATA &K FRRY,

* This doesn’t make sense to you greeks. EXEMMMFEAEZT T AIHFE,
e This doesn’t make sense to you jews. EHEBAAFT LR SIFIE,
e This is out there. & 2R Bt RZMER,

e The crucifixion is central - and in that culture - it was scandalous. +Z =3 2B - TEARIERX
b8 - A2 B,

e Crucifixion was first century Rome’s most horrific instrument of power and control. e It was
the most miserable of deaths. +E 2L 2 FE—HILEBE N AT RATAMTE. 2
REBHISER,

* The most torturous way to die. T==HTEE ABIBE%,

e A person who was crucified was cursed. 24 +Z22ZEMARZHREAN,
* They were outcasts. M2 F L2,
e They were rejected. 2 ETEMA,

¢ To suffer crucifixion was the most shameful of deaths, whether you were a jew or a gentile.
BET+FRERREFNRE FEMBEAANSTFTZHEARA,



* It was the ultimate form of shame and rejection. FE 2EZFMELWKRERIE,
¢ The fact that Paul doesn’t simply elevate the crucifixion, but puts it at the center of
what it means to be a Christian, rattles the very foundation of what people believed
then-and now. FE L, REFAZRABEKMNZHY MBILNRRZIHERETMAE—E
EBRMPLERL BETERAMESHIELR HEHLE.
e The crucifixion, according to Paul, isn’t just something that happened. #&T+F2, &
A TERMITREN,
¢ It’s not just a historical event we look back on reverently and appreciate. EA~R

- ERMRERN BRI R EELES.

e The crucifixion, is a way of life. +%22%%, E—@E4FAH R,
* The cross isn’t just a symbol, as much as it is a pattern for living. +F2EARAZEEE E2—&EF

H 2R BN B
e The words PO W E Rand W | S D O M imply that is something to be lived OUT. &t A& ZiE/MRE
AARAEMEE T REEHRMERA,

* The cross, lived out, in practical ways, has POWER in this word, and in your life. +=2%8

GEHR, AERMARX, REXFRUWEGDRIFEDNFER,
e The crucifixion, lived out, is a wisdom you apply, to your decisions. +Z2523E, ;&H 2K,
MERERIARMREEZEZELHNEET,

* So, we're not talking about the theology of the cross. FTLLE MR 2 STREAN +FEMME,
* We’re not talking about the subject of the cross. R R/ +FEARS,

* We’re talking about the SPIRITUALITY of the cross. iR E I+ FENBEESHE

o
e Because, E A,
Spirituality is the lived experience of belief. 2 Z;FHEMKERE,
* Right? ~2057?

e Spirituality is a word we use to describe the way in which you live - the way we live toward others,
toward culture, toward creation, and toward God, based upon what you believe to be sacred and
true. BEMEREBHEMATBRNRMEZFNTR - EXMBEMEEENES, FiEfthA, FEX
b, SEERLE, SEREmMEER,

e Or, to flip this upside down, the WAY YOU LIVE tells others what you actually believe. 2%, &

B, (REHKRMERASHFMLAMEEMRSHRA,

e (Possible lllustration/Example) (7] fe 2458k )

¢ So, Cruciformity is the art of entering into the spirituality of the cross. FiLl, +FEREGMEEAT



FREZEMEMT,

e A cruciform life is shaped in a way that it lives a particular way toward God, toward others, and
toward creation or culture, and it is defined by the cross. IREE+F R MA G EE+TFEHNES
FBEHFEEMEESEE®, it A, FEEREMXILHER,

e It’s a way of being and doing life. EABZ4AHth 2 EFHMED,

e |t means this. Wt 2R,

¢ [t means there are going to be situations we face, complexities, or decisions, or conflicts, and if
we’re fortunate enough to have the space to think, or smart enough to stop and think, then we
will ask, WL B, HKMTEERESHME EFiE HEFEX NREKMEEEEH[AE, I
BHEMETRE—E, ZMNEH,

How does the cross/crucifixion inform this? E#&#+FE/SHMWAEFHFELHE?
* How do | respond in light of the cruciform life? HEAREHEF REBE+FTREMER?

¢ Which, by the way, means, there is a way that IS cruciform and a way that is NOT. EthiBA 7T, A=
IRE+FEMME WETZRBE+FENMSE,

* So, there’s this guy at work, and the same thing keeps happening, over and over again, and you’ve
got to deal with it. tLbANETAEFEEBA, BEMERMIE, —RX—RH, A FFEMREER
o

e There’s a cruciform way to do it. HIRFE+FZE %,

e There’s this argument you and your spouse keep having; ttIN{RFRECBEEE —HE L SW;
* There’s this situation you keep finding yourself in; tb A{RIE R BN —BRIED ;

e There’s a decision you have to make; LtAI{REM—ERTE ;

e There’s a resource that’s been given to you; tb AN{R$EZ EI{E BN ;

* There’s this...whatever THIS is...and there’s a way to navigate it that reflects the principles of the
cross...the laying down of life. #aF—fER T E R REHE+FENFRE - RERTH
fEc.

¢ Oh, and when you do, when you finally get the courage to do it, there’s POWER and
WISDOM in it. MEREM, EREES REMBMEIR NEFEAMNEEREMER,

e That’s what Paul says. :EF 2 RERH.

 Power means that SHIFTS will take place. B¢ W EKE BEERmAR 4,
e Changes will take place. HfMREthEHE,
* Things will happen. &Rt &HIR,

e So there is a POWER in the cruciform life. FRLLEE DTFERIRE+FEMER P,

¢ And there is WISDOM. ZHEE,
* It’s shows you a way forward. E88B8 T B A [,



e But where does this begin. B {4 B2 B4 0E 2
e How do we start to live this sort of life? FEAEFERIREHEEMNER ?

e It Begins with our identity. EBIIENEMIZ D,
* It begins with a cruciform YOU. BA#&HREE+F 2284,

¢ Something has to happen in us. B8 — R HF AT MEM,
* And that something is something we’ve missed. T ARLL R FE 2 HMZEE T 89,
e But I'm not sure how we did. M# th F&EH M2 EERKEM,

* Because Jesus was painstakingly clear. & A&HRERZIE 820 MIEEBAT

¢ At one point in Jesus ministry, he was teaching the crowds who were enamored with his work.
ERERMEE Ry, —RIMHE — B A AR AT AZF RN
e These folks were fans of Jesus. & & A E 2 HRERAIID 5,
* They liked Jesus. =2 HR R,
* They thought Jesus might be the answer they were looking for. 117 L1 4 BR &R 7k 2 4t F9 47 3K 89 AR &
Ao
* Probably a lot like us. & —EhRTREERFM1R1&,

* So he gathers them together, an at the risk of them leaving, he says something
essential for them to understand. R 2 ERERIBMFIRERER, EELXEMFMRAR, &
e fIsERA R M — L EARERH,
e They may not like it. #th{fithFFEEE,
* But if you want the power and wisdom of God, THIS is what it looks like. {E 2118 {R
PEEHMNEENIEE EMEEE,

Luke 9:23-24

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will save it.

B% S0 18 & 9:23-24

WBHMHEXEHBAR  EFAAEZRREE, AERCS, XRXETEMN T+ FEFRRER
24l A, NERBCES (A HAEER, TRIM, 2RIFEES AARERE

Hal, T Ed@,

* Do you hear this? {REEZ|T 1§ ?
¢ DENY...HIMSELF. #&... 2,

e That’s an identity shift, isn’t it? SER—E & 7 HEE, F21E?

¢ That’s a major change in how you’ve been hardwired to live. i R AR L A% EKEE—E
B RHRE,

¢ If you want to be follower of Jesus, you deny yourself. INR{REE L ABRERMERREE, (RFAERC,

¢ And then, in a culture where the cross was the most feared thing on the planet, he says “TAKE

UP YOUR CROSS.” ##, E—EREHE+FRHXLH, #R , “FRMENTFR,
e This is earth shattering. &2 %& XA,



* A rejection death? —{E#KIEEIIE ?
e A public death? —{& R R HIE ?

¢ Remember the crucifixion is a ripping apart of your identity. Zi2 1§+ 2 ZEZHIMN T DT £I5,
e It’s atotal loss. B—EZTEMKE,
e |t wasn’t just a death, but it represented a loss of citizenship. MEERET, hE2LXEBERM
55

* People considered those who were crucified cursed of God. A:2A+ 2 ZEM A2 #EE

IJ:'E Jo
e They were rejected by family. i 2HE AELH

® See, the cross, when someone died on a cross, it represented a stripping of
everything they would have identified with. &, #+2%2, E—EARE+E L, ER
RTH— U 5 5 R R K ZE,

* So when Jesus says, take up your cross, what is he saying? FTLAE ERER:R &, WiciREI+F2E, 4b
SAERR A EIR 2
* He’s saying our various identities - where we find identity and value - die. #EREFPZEN & DR
B———UEMEDKI G MEENRE - —HEIEE,
e Male / female B A/&Z A
e Jew / gentile AR AN/54FBA
e Rich / poor & A/EEA
e Slave / free AIXHI/B £/
e Democrat / republican R * Z/& N E
e Gay / straight [E]T4 %/ 2 1t
¢ American / Irish %@A/ﬁfﬁ%ﬁk
e Educated / uneducated Z#HBEH/ZZHE M

* They all die. EELFHRH#EIE,

* They are no longer the primary means by which which we are identified.{t {14 &
EEMEIRBRMETESK,

* These are no longer the labels we use to describe ourselves. #ifI B HME

Rz H S IR E,

* The way of Jesus begins with a denial of our selves and a visible death. BRI E RIS T FIAT R
FISE TR
* He said it. BRfif 23S HkRAY.

¢ And then, those who actually came after him, followed after him said it as well. A&, 7

#h2 REIERFE#AIFIER th RIERRH

* The apostle Paul experiences radical shift in his identity when he follows Jesus. f£{E &

B RPEIMRMEHRMIEE T —EREN S 2 HEE,

1 Corinthians 2:2

For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
M2 E 22



AEREETIE EMMPBETMER R, R 508 P EE W ith 8T +
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o

* "to know" means something like "to experience and to announce in word and deed. “41:&"#E B 7L

ERELESITLMEENES.”

* Paul decided to only to experience and announce Jesus, crucified. R RTE R EREE S HRERET
+F5E,
e It's comprehensive. STt WM T,

e Or he says this in, fh7E3EERKECH5ERRER,

Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.

mHr X & 2:20

WEERHEAEERI+TFE BATENTERR NEEEERERDEZ L H
EMSEREEEZ BRREANRERFME MEEH, AKEC,

e | have been crucified. FE#ET+F2,
e Adeath. E%ET.

¢ And now, | don’t live with the same identity. IR7E, EABAREN S 5EFE,

¢ In 2 Corinthians chapter 5, he said this: EEMEHEERE, R F

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

K% & E6:14-15

MEREBWERABEM BEEME, —ABRBRALE, RABMRMET

S5 EMEBERARE, BRUNRLEFTEMALTEABCE, NA8MMEMEETHNE
& o

¢ Do hear that language? {REEZ|hpIFHZE T IS ?

* The spirituality of Jesus is not about you and | living our best life now. ERERBEZHE R ZREMNIRE
REBERITHAEE,

* It’s not about us having it our way. 2R HKMEEH BEER,
* It’s not the good life at a great price. A2 —ERASRERRMITEE,

¢ “That those who live might no longer live for themselves.” “EW L FZMATEABCM
o



e Over the years I've heard people say that they’ve tried Jesus, and Jesus didn't work.;& £ E Ak F = 5
AfFER, PR T R ERER, B2 ERERT T,

e But here’s what | really think. {BiE 2K EIFHE L,
* | don’t think folks who say that, were ever cruciform. T2 ARELEM A EIF HEEVERE £T
+F5,
e They never died to themselves. ¥t B &M E #EHKZHE It

¢ And here’s what’s interesting: All of the “Jesus principles” and all of the “Jesus promises” assume
that you have died... Mg @A E B MthA, —UI“ERERAI R BI"FN“ERERROFERF &0 — ERIIR, TL=
RERLRET -

* They are all predicated on a crucified self. #i2ENZH ERLHWET+FEMFNIRL,

¢ So. If you don’t think Jesus’ principles work, or if you don’t think Jesus keeps his
promises, then you’re likely still on the front side of a crucified life, and you’ll never get
what he’s talking about. FrLL, SRR AREFEIRAEN, HEMRT R ARERRTH
HIFEEF, MERARIRMERAEAL TR EMN LS, ERIMETE T HIBERATRA.

¢ | et me just say, that 99 percent of the time that | get frustrated with life and
circumstances, it’s because I’ve forgot the cruciform kind of life I'm called to live. %338 #
#, BEREEERIERNREEENEE, OUNEBEERFERNAEZSTHHERFERERAB T+
FRIAETE,

e The love of Christ CONTROLS us. £ E M= EE .
e It compels us. EHMAFTT,

¢ To love, like, he loved. {&#1E A BN ESE,
e One final thing. &% —Eh,

e | want you to notice the frequency that Jesus mentions as it relates to this. B8 Z{R;: & ZI|BR i

REEHERIEE,
* He says, deny yourself, and take up your cross... #t&R , fRAERE , BEERERMHN T,

DAILY X

e Daily. X

e There are a couple of ways we can understand that. #2874 =X M al LIZREBARSEAIEE,

* We can see it as ‘all encompassing’ like ‘everyday for the rest of your life’. Ml LIHEEERK—E 2

FEHHRE, RERIMETERNE — R EBBEERM,
e But if he meant it that way, | think he would have said it that. (B 2N R 2iEEEBNE , &
BHEEEEERN,

¢ | think a better way of understanding it is this: iR A ¥ EAERITHIERZ

e Don’t worry about yesterday. FE#EILEX,



¢ Don’t worry about tomorrow. F~E#EILEAX,
e Instead, TODAY M2, TS X

« Today, fight the urge to put yourself first, X, RHIIEE S REFE —CIHEF ,
* To demand your way, Z3RL{REIA,
* To apply wordy power and wisdom. fE FHEEE MIEE hFNEE,
e And DENY yourself. MEE#&C,

e That’s cruciform spirituality. EFLE+2EMBEZ 4,

* There’s that thing...that scenario, today...just try it. § Xt A EE, BEER RKER—TEBEAH
X IE,

¢ And that’s how a guy named Paul, who was humble and refused to boast in anything other than his
weakness, became one of the most influential humans in history. ;& 2RI A, thikER

ERUEMRTHRBHBRRFED , MARAERLE LEEXEINAZ—,

e Are you with me? {REBEIFK R A0S ?

Benediction fiiE

e May you... FE{R
¢ Walk with a cruciform faith, in cruciform power, and cruciform wisdom.fT7E +ZR 8445 10>,
e, FIEE . e May you faith be formed and forged in this rigorous world we find

ourselves in.FE{RAIE 01258 18 AT B B B T RO T SRR E .



