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{£ & Message

« As many of you know, this is what we are calling Reveal Sunday, following our Chosen Weekend. 1M
ERREAMMNE SEEHXERMEAREWERX, A THEELEERZMZE

» And what happened here at church and throughout our homes and last Weekend was unbelievable.
FEEARBEEEMBELUREBARENESTATHESE.,

* As you may have heard 235 people said YES to be chosen and to put the power of choice in a
child's hands in Rwanda. {RAHIERE| T G235 A$HEZEFEEEMEE, B#EHR T AREEN
RE (FEfMET e EERMaCmiEbA)

* It was MOVING beyond belief seeing people and families here on campus and for those online to
take and upload the most EPIC pictures of their lives. EF|EREAEZEDHE S B BBERM
WEMNBEANRERN N LEThMARENREL, S2BEMEHTER.

« Our church FB was hopping and so was the Chosen FB group. &S EEEMEELSHEE

Lt AREEMEE L OSSR

* SO GOOD. EERAWFT !
« Not only was last weekend a major highlight but what happened in RWANDA this week was amazing. &
FEBAXRIZEMU—ERE SEBREAEEBENEEREET.

Photos (provided by Tiffany) BB R (HTiffanyiz2{t)

* The transformation in that community is going to experience will be significant. #t [& % & 8%
B RERMEE,

« I'm personally moved by the HOPE that the parents of these kids must feel right now. ¥ B2 #
ML FHRRIFEAERZHMR L RFITE,
« You can imagine what it would feel like to know that your child has a real shot at a viable future? {R
AILBBEREAHNERE, EMBIMRMEZFRS IR —EEFEMRK?
« And, you brought that hope to those parents! S FE, MM HBEREREN,

» And Now the moment many of us waited for all week in huge expectation - finding out the child who

choose us. A REERZ, EMEFRZACKKRETERE—F: HMSBERERFEEEXM.
(Thursday is different) GERZBEBMRE, BMHMORETZ2 T —H%K8. )

» On your way out today, you'll notice that World Vision has set up a big reveal wall Before you head home,
take some time with your family to find your way to (give location of wall) and you'll find an envelope with
your name on it. And inside that envelope you're going to find two things — first a picture of the child who
chose you! §X{RIEBEISHIFF IR, ERIRA, MEIEINEAEMHEN—TRE, FMRNRAEHRELEE
E%‘F#ﬂﬁéﬁﬂ—ﬂﬁﬁgmﬁﬁ?E‘JE%L HEHEMEEIMGRA, E—HEREZZMHETFHE
—BEREE .

« And second...a letter that they have written personally to you. 5=, 2—#E, tMBEHRIFE A,

* For those of our church family online, World Vision has created a way for you to also see the child that
choose you today. MR BLEBMBEREFNRE, ERSHREKEAEEMREIEEZETRMEF.
* If you haven'’t yet noticed, this morning you received an email at the address you used when you said
“yes” to being chosen - at the email you will find a digital reveal ... the picture of the child holding
your picture! IRRIERIE, SERMFEZESETHRET 2 HIEEHut, REWKE|—H
B4, EBHEFERINEFRNBE, BEFPESMHBRNZFHER,



* | can imagine that a number of you who were not with us last weekend would like to be connected to a
child in Rwanda with the rest of our church family ... how do | do that? F & LIAE &R E A A L8
R7E, ARt EERMRENEIMRE—E, AR RTHE L, RTUSEME ?
* You can be chosen - closes at 9pm EST today and in 2 weeks you will get a Reveal email {R41 7] LL
REE, EREFEBESKREINFEM EAER, EREARMEKIIBEMEY,
* Then in about a month from today you will get a welcome packet with a picture of the child holding
yOﬁ picture R R —EA LIE, (REKII—E/NE, EFEE—RERH, B LHBRFIESRY
BB,

« To jump in here is what you do: (USE SAME SLIDE FROM LAUNCH WEEKEND) IR7EEiEEE
BEMEERM: CEERBBEBERNLIER )

-

Chosen Weekend Slide “EiZE”EXRXRNLER
« Text keyword... to 56170 #4215, & A 56170
» Go to lobby in person for epic picture or at home upload your selfie TE KEEB TR ERA, EBRRE
CLEERA
- then tag yourself in Chosen FB Group TE/RBIREE RN “EEMIEE

* Now, let’s dive into our message for today. I7E, ZHEMBRAEMSTXEENAS.
« We are continuing in our series called a People in a Place F#/EH MRS - — B AH—EE A,

+ And let me start by saying that there is an assumption that | bring to the sermon every week. 7EBiiR#Y
Frix, HERFZ—THRMEAEHNEREE,
* My assumption is that by listening, and participating in a service, we are acknowledging
our willingness to GROW. EBRERBIEFE, 2NEFE, EMARSELRHZ2EERE
= RE,
« Or our willingness to CHANGE. Ei &R 2 BEEX S ERE.

« And here’s why | make that assumption. El 2 HREMEE,
« The invitation that Jesus offered his disciples was to FOLLOW him. BR&X#A fth 4 P9 4% 5% HH 6038 35 2 IR KEth .

* And if you FOLLOW someone, then that means that someone is going to take you someplace
dlfferent than the place he or she finds you. INR{RIRFE—E A, ST 2R E B A L ARUE th/th
BERIMAFE B — @A,
« Which assumes that we are going to probably learn. E XK ERER Mg EELE,
« And we likely to grow. ZMATEEERE.
« And change in us and our surroundings, is likely take place. & EMHEMEBETaEEH Ak,

« | say that preemptively as we dive into this message, for a reason. HEHEES KB EZHIREL, 85—

EREA,
« | say it, kind of like a parent says, “this is going to hurt me more than it hurts you.” FEi#REL, #ME—EAFRE

A, MRS REE HEESHR#E,

- Today’s passage in Corinthians is painfully relevant. § XEZENIMRZEEMNER, ESHMESKNEE
Eixidl B #h8,
« It's relevant because | think it addresses the moment we find ourselves in culturally very well. &
HESXMEENME REAEEX L EMEMEEME,
« And it's painful...well, | think you'll see. s A&:@, R B—EaEEE,

« It's painful because it has to do with disagreements. & A i@, ERAFK ML EAEmE KL 2 BT ERE.
« It has to do with liberty and love. B A EREE L EHEF,



« It uses words like “Stronger” and “Weaker’ & B T ‘R34 #1835 S B FER,

* And it's written to confront attitudes - not just attitudes that THOSE people had - but attitudes
THESE people had. EEEHEREE - TEEEMEN (FMHZNWEE, W2HMELHRAKAA
RIREE

&8

o

+ And as | sat with the text this week, it ate my lunch. EHXEHERE, FECHhEZTE
TEEHCROHH—LE,

5
« It confronted, head on, a NUMBER of things in my own heart. EE#&&ZE T #

+ So I'm going to read, and then we’ll unpack together. ZIR7E EERIRE, REHEM—ERBIEERNS.
« | want to start in 1 Corinthians 8, and then add to that, Romans 15: ;8 % B8 FMHSHIE F£/\E, KR8
BREEE+TIE,

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge”
puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as
he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and
that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist. 7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being wealk, is
defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
we do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be
encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this
weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brothers
and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes
my brother stumble, | will never eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.
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« And now, Romans 15: IREEBHEEZE 155



Romans 15:1-7

We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please
ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not
please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 4 For
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
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» So we have been talking about how we are embodying the kingdom of Jesus personally, and how we are
embodying the kingdom of Jesus publicly, in the place where we live. EME&EE BT HEKMBEMHA,
EEREEAS ERFEHAMBEIE, UREKU—EREREREAMEE

« And certainly that's going to have something to do with how we get along with other people. & X
=, HMEEMENER AFTLHE,
« Specifically people we might disagree with. £HEZ2MEMAERMA.

« Quick poll: Has anyone, BY CHANCE, found themselves disagreeing with anyone lately? 3548 ff—{& 1%
A R EARERRMATRR—LEA?

« Maybe? TJRE?
« Possibly? thiF?
« If you didn’t raise your hand, then, I'm guessing you went into hibernation in 2019 and just woke up. 1R {R
REFMEE, BIFMRE20195EMIRZER, IRETRIRIEER,
« How can people, whose beliefs and practices offend each other, live together? {S{FEF&K
B ILMAFIEL BT AEERE —#ER ?
« How do YOU live among people you find offensive? {RANGIES S ILIRMIABERAE?

* This brings us to something that gets discussed at length in our culture today, and that’'s the subject of
tolerance. EMFRMEA —EASKERMUILEDPHRHRBMIE SUSLBTHNIEAE,
« The world says the answer this question is to be tolerant. EEMHRASHFEMER R,

» But what we see being presented in this text is WAY beyond tolerance. {ER 4 XEZMEBAEHBHAR,

« Let me explain the text: Z3 RA7FE

« Both in Corinth and in Rome there was a conflict that shared some similarities. 4 EEMZMBLEEEE
ROfET 2 — LR LA 41,

*InRome... T# E



« A group of Christians decided they needed to follow jewish dietary laws. H — B EE##E
APEREREBERANSRERS,

* They separated from people... #{f1E A & o 53 B H 2k
« And condemned Christians who didn't agree... ft{f13g & S &M E B i

* In Corinth... EE# %
» Some people were saying “No Christians should ever eat food that had been blessed or
offered in the name of one of the pagan deities. BLE AR /% A EE 0] LI FFE B 5150 i BA
HIEY
« And again, they withdrew from people... i fith{#& N B h o B H 2k,

« Problem was, the vast majority of events had this food.... B2, EAZENREEHMEEENE
o
« So people are pulling back from public dealings... Ft LA A FIFE 15 ?ﬁ’-:’ MBEEIRME

« And they were condemning Christians who didn’t follow their guidelines. #h{f13E &2 5 EEEHEIEEM
Hih BB

« Now, in EACH of these situations Paul identifies TWO parties. fE52FE1EH T, RETE T MIEHE,

« He calls one group the STRONG. {th#5—1{&E¥5& A& Ril54
« And he calls the other group the WEAK. 3 —{E 8 AEN55

Strong / Weak [l|5%/8%355
« Who are they? What are these two groups like? {12 7 EMRIEREE S B R ERMA?
- Let's start with the weak. ZEF M EBRFFRIEFEER .

« If you take a look at 1 Corinthians, verse 7, you have a reaIIy good understanding of what it means. &R
BAMZAIEE/N\E, FLH, (RMEREZHBERTEER,
« And its very different from what we typically think of. T EEf EMEEBHIBRF—#,

1 Corinthians 8:7

However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat
food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.

B % Al & 87

TEATHMEEZENBR  FAINNSEHBEETRE, RMLAFMZHNEZERBRZY., i
MHBLDEEASHSE, L5 HW T .

* When you and | today talk about someone with a WEAK conscience, we ordinarily mean a person who
doesn’t feel guilt or shame. §X{RFEHKHAEABRDET, HM—RE2HEEEATERK, HAMED.,
- Or, they have low self control. 2%, MR EEBEHENIE.
- Or, they have a poorly developed sense of morality. &, ;2 E X EHHEEER,

« But what's interesting is that in Paul’'s mind, a weak consciousness is almost the opposite of that. {2
FBME, ERENEHE XEMRIMNERZETEMERM,

« What he’s saying is that a weak conscience is too weak to protect the person from feeling defiled. fthFrz%
MEBHRBLDERR CARG T EETHRAREDC, FACRBISHRE DIREE LR,
* Too weak to protect the person from feeling guilty, and defiled, and polluted. KE55 T EES
BEREBD, FECSHAK #HEH , #K5RNRBHIRBELH R,
« It's a person who, when they enter into grey areas, feels shame and guilt. ;&8 @ — B ATEH A

R i e, BB EA AR,



» And as far as Paul is concerned, would reveal that you’re not deeply oriented around the grace and the
love of God. REHELAMIELZE, MFRBEUHBNENRANS @,

» A weak conscience is if you're constantly worried about breaking the rules, or feeling insecure and
condemned if you're treading in grey areas. EXSERI BRI 215, MR—EED, FWBIZTHRE, BREF
ZeHEWREER, EMBEERAEHT,

« Here’s who the weak people are. TE S ZHETIBHU A,
« They are the ones who need everything evaluated. #tffi2—E£ ANEHEEHE—T,
« They hate grey areas. fth{fI51RRIK & %,
* They want to know: fth{f§A8%05&:
« What is the right thing, and what is the wrong thing. Bt 2 $p0E, MLt 288,
+ What is the Christian thing, and what is the non-christian thing. Bt 2 HE{EME, WL IE

EEfME,
* In every area of life. FTE4EEFHFTERA,

* There can be no grey area. A EH KB,
« And everything has to be evaluated. FFH IS ERE TG,

« UP/Down. /T
« Good/Bad. 1F/i%
« Right/Wrong. #i/4&

« And there’s no capacity for ambiguity. 7~ RE#E4E /R A]

* On the other hand you have the STRONG.

« And Paul identifies the strong, in both Romans 15 and 1 Corinthians 8. H— A&, &%
HEREZ 15 EMIAMZAE 8 EAIEL T RHIE,

« In Romans 15 he identifies WITH the strong and says this about them. E#EZE 15 F
o, i T RE, WEMMERER

Romans 15:1
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak

BEES HAREMAEZEATREAMNKSE, TRESHER.

« And then he talks more about them in 1 Corinthians 8:4 A& E M ZATE 8:4 b H LG
b ) I 5 A A

1 Corinthians 8:4
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,”
and that “there is no God but one.”
-:k ® % Hl £ 8:4

Az%wﬁa@zm EMNEBAREHLETLTGEE AN EMRE -, BREA
IO

« WE KNOW. M 411&
« The strong aren’t superstitious like the people in Corinth and they aren’t moralistic like those in Rome. 5%

ARG IERS ABERE, ETEGEEADERBINELE,



« They are broad minded people. 920> HIEAFERIA .

* They are less temperamental and flexible fth i~ AR EE R EE S,

« They are ok with ambiguity. {2 7] LL#E £,

» They are comfortable with grey areas. {8 LL@ R,

« And not EVERYTHING has to be evaluated. i3k B 15 &0 EETEME

« But here’s what's interesting and challenging. {BE#BRE E B HEMEHR

 Both Romans 15 and 1 Corinthians 8 are not critique’s of the weak, but rather critiques of the strong. #5%
E 15 EMTMZAE S EMTZHBEMUNLY, MISEHAREFMHF,
« | mean, obviously, calling someone weak isn't a compliment. HHEERZ BEAHNBEARAMITRZ
— RIS HE,

« But his reason for writing IS NOT to try and get the weak to be strong. Bt BEM BT R 2R EZE
FBEEM,

« He’s confronting the strong: fh7E ¥t B4 &
* Notice that they aren’t BEARING with the weak. They aren’t being patient with them. 3
TE MMETREFEE, thMEBEELRETD
- Notice that they aren’t accepting the weak. &FE MM EMSEE.,

=111
a1

« And here’s what Paul is saying: L\ T 2R ERTRE :

* It's obvious that Moralistic people, or weak people, are intolerant. EEfAH, RFEEMAN (R 2 HE) =F

""b 73 ]
1=y

« HOWEVER, there is another way that the broadminded, strong people, can be intolerant « « « 2X1f, &
B—E, DNEE. BEMALAIRERES,

« They are intolerant of the intolerant people. 11i“.1|“]71'ﬁE§,.,\ SEEREMIA
« They are judgmental of only judgmental people. {4 R &t ZR kR A9 A SRR,
« They are self-righteous only about self-righteous people. ﬂi%ﬁ“] IHBEUARMABLUAR,

« So neither side accepts one another. FRLAEE A H#FIEZEH A
« Neither side IS really relating to one another. ££75#7;% 4 & IE 48 B BAH
« Neither side is really respecting one another. # A &2 A EFE T A,

» They actually disdain one another. &k L 2B &R,

« So. FTld
« One one hand we have the old moralistic intolerant people. — A&, EfEAHEEEFRERMHA

 And on the other hand you have the broad minded people who say, “l accept everyone.” 55—
7E hELWEREMAN, R REZFBAL

« And the issue at hand is INCLUSION and EXCLUSION. FEEMBEEZasHEER.

« But let’s talk about inclusion and exclusion for a moment. {BEEZK LXK AEIMEER,

« Today...inclusion is good. §X...... B8 RIF



« We want to include everyone. BfiFEZ AR FMAE A
« Exclusion is the problem. #EF 2B
« We can’t exclude anyone for who they are, what they believe, or what they do. F {7 REE A th
92 3. thFM+EEH ES M EmEERER A,
« Exclusion is BAD. #ERF 2 5FH

« But there are three ways to exclude. B2 B =& A5 LR

« The first way is expulsion. F—iEA X 22X,
« “Get away from me.” “Bf B = 2h”

» The second way is subjugation. 5 —#& A =X 2R
- “If we are going to relate, then | have the power.” “S1RHKMBEIRAR, BEZRAEEH,”

« And we ALL recognize expulsion and subjugation as exclusion. {M#R5E R & X R ZHE R
« And it's how the weak do it. 358 #t 2 5E B A,

» They spread rumors and gossip. fth{f&ximEE S F0/\ £
« They critique your every move, or every word, and then throw you out. #{f#tZF/RE—E—F)
HEAE ARIBMERE,

« But, there is a third way to exclude. B2, BB E=EHKk A%
« Not expulsion, not subjugation, but assimilation. =~28&%&, 2R, MR,

* In assimilation you say, “I'd love to have a relationship with you, but you’re going to have to be just like me.
And don’t you want to be just like me?” ZEREMEH, fRER : “HREFMIREILIRERFR, BMROEFNE K, #HE
1’]-'2_"_.\*[]& *'RDEJ 2?7

« Assimilation is a form of exclusion. El{t & — &R X8R,

« And here’s how it works. E 2EEEER

« In our modern world we have traditional people who say, “We have the truth and you don'’t, so get out.” £

BMMRSHRD, HMAE-LERENEROAGR - "KAZETEE MRREA, UREE,”

« But in our modern world we also have tolerant people, and they say, “Nobody has the truth.” {B7E 31"
HRESHERS, EMLEESHA, MR - 2FAMEEE,”

I

« Tolerance is the moral absolute that there are no moral absolutes. ER S BEMNBEH PRSI EENR
#,

* So it says, “Look, we are only going to get along if everyone admits that everything is relative and that
the truth is either religiously or personally constructed and there are no moral absolutes by which one
person can say one thing is better than the other.” ;2 2, “F&, WNRBEAHEH AR —UNFHMEHEH
I BEEIRESEAREN, i B2 EEEHEETUE —EARERLLIKT. ”

« So tolerance says that as long as we are all relativists we can live together. FTLIE R Z R,

AEZRMMIAHEERSE, AR ATLUMFHEE,

_HEER?

ﬁ||||

But what does that mean? {B2

» The traditional intolerance said that you have to adhere to my view of truth or you're out. E#HAFAERR



ML ERBEHREENEZ FAMRERT.
A basic old school power play. « E A EIRIEHER,

« BUT, the modern tolerance approach is basically the same thing. {E2, MRBREZAEZEARAEZ—HKHN

+ You can be a member of our society if you'll agree to being as relativistic as us. MR EFEE LR EM— %
MEHEE, SR LURAKMECEN—&
* “We welcome everyone from everywhere, but if you think you have the truth, you’re dangerous.
Yo;&’;;%n.” ‘BRI EHEASMMEEAN BNRERLAEBCEETER RERERER, R
E /\T o ?

« It looks like inclusion at the beginning, but it's a form of exclusion in the end. —FABRBRK B2 AR, HERE
MR —EHR,

« So it turns out that both the so called strong and the weak, practice their own forms of exclusion. EE
FEE, FTEMBRENSEREERMMECHEERER,
« The weak says, “| have the truth. | have morals. So I'm better than you.” 55& i : “KRBEEHE,
BRAEERE, TR,
* And the strong says, “l don’t make moral evaluations. | don’t judge you. And therefore I'm
better than you.” 5&8& R « “HABERTFE. HAFTFFIR. FTLIEELIRTR, "

« But Paul is calling us beyond what the strong are doing. {B{RZMT B 3 B8 & AT A,
« He’s calling us to something other than old, detached tolerance. i IE 7E FEE 3 B PR EE A4 . IR $0AY
B,
- So what is it? A2 E ?

« Let's look again. EEZMBE—E.
*15:7

Romans 15:7

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
& B £ 157

TRRLU, RMEREEN, NREEEMMAM &K EREHREM,

« WELCOME one another. 1R ItE3E#K,

» That word WELCOME is the same Greek word that Paul uses in Romans 14:1. « WELCOME
EMEEAEFRETEEEZ 141 FEHMNFEFER.
* Listen to this; EE5=;E A

Romans 14:1

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.
7B £ 141

MHELHREM, FMEEM BETFERRTREINE.

« He's pushing us well past this modern understanding of tolerance and he paints a picture. fthZEH MBHITA
HEFWER AEMETERWED.

« WELCOME. #&#A,



« And don’t pass judgement. S EiHETAI A .
- Don't quarrel over opinions. AEAHEEFEW,

« That word WELCOME is a loaded one. “##{" 2 —{EEH X :EI 5,
* It means to receive. EEKREES,
* It means to accept. EEKRERM,

- It's like inviting someone into your home. {8 & — B A RIFHWR,
« THAT is a very different thing that tolerating someone, right? ERBEZEABTF—HZH—EK=ZE, HIE~?

* When was the last time you invited someone over to your house, and started the invitation with, “Hey, Let’s
BBQ. But first, fRHEZA GEFEARIMRRZERXFBIMAELM, T8 , WARBEE , EBEL, "

« Can | get your stance on the resettlement of Afghanistan refugees? BRI ATILLT
fR—TIREFETHRWEL?
« Can you share your opinion on Vaccines? {R 7 LL 5> ZREAR & & AU ER Bh0E 2
« Would you mind if | got a copy of your last 8 years of voting records? RN AN EFHRH
— MR BEINERRERESE ? - Is your eschatology pre-millenial post-tribulation
dispensational?{RI K th 3f 2 F iz FRTHI R KRR BFRIE 2

* NO! F2EHH !
* If you're WELCOMING someone into your home, you’re putting their humanity first, and their opinions

second. MR RBDEAFURMR b, MELMPIIAERES — 6, BERAESE =L,

* In fact the Greek word used here is fascinating. BEFf £, £ AN AREFAZRER,
* It's the word: Z3E &5

proslamband & #& £ i R &/ 18

« (Which sounds like a really hot pepper. But it's not.) GEREfR KA LG —EEEHEMEN, BE2T L2
f, )

« It actually means to PULL TOWARDS you and ALONG SIDE of you.E & B 2T
BIREE{REE, It means to take in alongside of you. EEBKE# H B (R[]
1T

* Do you see this picture? {REEEEE@m TIE?

* This is me, extending a hand to you, and not pulling you to myself, face to face, as if to argue or quarrel.
MEHK, IEF MR TS EEMEHEMAIHERN, IFEESHIZWE,
« But to journey together. T RE—#2E1T.

« I'm pulling you alongside of me, to walk with me. FIB{RAIH 7 538, REHKFIT,

* Imagine someone, climbing a steep hill, extending a hand to the person behind them, and offering them
strength, to pull them forward. B{RFE A, ZE€—EREWE LS, BMFEBEMEBTAIA, HihfH 2B 4
ML RATE,

« THAT is BEARING with them. EFL 2K,

« And notice what Paul said in Romans 15:1 ;¥ E R B EE EZ15:10TR 1.

Romans 15:1

We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please
ourselves.

&K & 151



BEMBEMAEZEATREAMNKS, TRECHER,

« Bear the weakness of the weak. XA ERE ARIERES,
« It means JOINING them, and taking on the weight of that weakness. 2 EMKEMA MM, KSR EHFBHE

=
2o

« Which means this. thzi 2%
* You do everything you can to understand it; Rf#— IR RERI 2R T 7
« To sympathize with it; 7k =]
« See the advantages of it; & ZI'E 2k B9 57 iz
- Realize, how they landed on it. E#E|, MR &M EHEXRMWEESEE,

« Which requires something, doesn’t it? E&METE—LEHmM, 2E?
« It requires relationship. EZEXRZEME —ERE R,

« Which is the very opposite of exclusion, right? MREA% 2 EHERFHERE, HIE?

* Exclusion says, “I refuse to change in order to have a relationship with you because your wrong. I'm not
letting your immaturity or hang ups change the way | live.” « Which is exactly what Paul is getting in 1
Corinthians chapter 8. #EF&, “KIEBATRARE—EBEMXEBES , AARZEN, HEAZZIRMUTFK
ARREPRERAETNAX, EERRBEINZATEESEDRATIEN,

« Look at these three verses with me. EZEH{f—#2 K FE =&,

1 Corinthians 8:4
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,”
and that “there is no God but one.”
-:k ® % Hl £ 8:4

‘;}Jﬁ%ﬂ’“%&ﬁ{%z% EMONERBAAEAHEHLETLTGEE N ERMRE -, B2 FA
Al o

1 Corinthians 8:7

However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat
food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.

B # % Al E 87

TEAFTHMEEZENH . FAIINSEFETRER BLUAFZHNEERBGRZY.
MHUBLDEEABHSE, M5 H T .

1 Corinthians 8:10

For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged,
if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak
person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.

;M % Er & 8:10

MVEAARMEFMNMEBEN, ERENEBFELE EAMNRD, E2¥YHE, ETHESE
ZHARBERZME ?

» The strong person is looking at the weak person and saying, “You've got all of these hang ups! There is no
Apollo. There is no Athena. You're being superstitious. And I'm not going to let your hang ups stop me.
I'll eat what | want. I'll drink what | want. When | want.” BRE#AEEEHIFHAR, “RMEELE A LL
A HEWRARRE. LB A, (RAEREP. METSZMUBLEARMLARELRE. BE



ZEREEZ, BEREEN, EREEMRE,”
« And Paul says that person’s CONSCIENCE, is defiled. {R#REMBMANE CMTEHT -

* And remember, Paul defined weakness as not being oriented around the LOVE and GRACE of Jesus Christ.
PR RETEUNBELALUNKEENENRMAEMR,
« It's too weak to keep the person from feeling inferior or bad. FAMBMAREEBAFERIIBRHKE
FEFE

« And that doesn’t change over night. X, MEEF & —R 2 BkE M,
« It doesn’t happen in an instant. N2 —BREME,
. It takes TIME. EEFRH,
- It takes reflection. EERE,
- It takes experience. FERLE,
- It takes teaching. EEHE,
« For our hearts to be transformed by grace. {3 Ma00 4 2 HEE L,

» So the person sees the brother and they say, “l don’t want to be narrow minded. | don’t want to be a
prude. Maybe he’s right. Maybe it doesn’t matter.” SEERFBHIAFTRMABE LR, “BTAEEZ CHWEE
B, BEFBM—EANREEMA, hiFth 2, hEFEE2ZRRN,”

* And he eats. R&MIZ T,
« And he goes home. K& MER,

« And he feels horrible guilt and shame. %X#, i FIFL M=,

* Question: Does God want us to feel guilt and shame? FIER : #HFEZHMRBIFLMEHRE ?
« NO! He doesn’t want us to feel guilt and shame. A~ ! IR AEZER IR FELEMR,

* So even if this is a trivial issue, God says, “It doesn’t matter. | don’t want the ones | love walking around
in guilt and shame.” FTABMER— /N, MR, SRRk, RTEERFIENEFELNERD,”

« He wants those who are strong to PROSLAMBANO the weaker brother. 8 % 52 Ji L& B [&
RN FRAIIEALEERTFAIAN

« Extend a hand. #HF,

« Bring them to you. B IEIRE 2,

« Don'’t quarrel. RESM,

« Just walk with them. BRI F17,

- Create space for someone who you think is seriously wrong. &R LE{RR AR AR EHELSMALEIRS
ZRIEZM,

« And how do we do that? & & RE#IE 2

* Notice verse 7 again: EHZMBEHTE:

Romans 15:7

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
&K £15:7

TRRLL, MR EMRELEN, MEAEEEMMM K, EXERMEM,

« The world says, “Well, just accept one another’s beliefs or opinions and don’t talk about them.” ;& t# & 5%
CIAERRILMEMRZEHE, FTEBRHAREM.”



« But that’s not what Paul says. {B& 2 R#EFTERA.

« Paul doesn’t say accept the beliefs. RERERIEZEM.
« He has accept on another. T2 & Itk ZE#,
« Accept the person. $E#HEE A,

« And he tells us to do it, AS CHRIST HAS WELCOMED YOU. Can we talk about this? 1 B {£ & 2= 3 1% itk
W, InEE B EMIRA—

« When Jesus welcomed you; when Jesus ACCEPTED, you... & BEREGIR, #HHIR, R 0 o

« Oh, by the way, there’s a small nuance here | need to point out. IE{EiR— 5, H—E/NHETHKFEE L.
« Maybe I'm splitting hairs, but | actually this matters. thi¥¥FHE BEHHZRE, (BEANZEEM,

* People have gotten into the habit, of saying things like, “We accept Jesus.” « I've heard people say, “|
accepted Jesus when | was 27" or something like that. AMERBIERBLEHMEE, “KAES
THRR, " BB, “HEE2THEIFHZEERRY, L2 ELREE.

« But you didn’t accept Jesus. B2 2R T BB R,
« Jesus accepted YOU. T2 HRERIESN T 4R,

« And | think this is more significant than we realize. ZABEEEEANLEMEBINETEE,
» And there are two reasons. HRERE,
* See, | believe that as long as we think that WE accepted Jesus, we will never truly, TRULY, experience
Grace. RHHERERME AR RMEZ TR, RMUTSEEMKEERHA,

* It's not until we see that HE chose US, that we will ever really understand his LOVE. ¢ See, what do
we do?ERIHMEBERRMBETRM , KMKETE THUENE, F, RMAEEM?

« We acknowledge his work. F{M&ZB#EI TE,

« We choose to follow him. FE{EIZREEH,

« BUT he chooses us. {E 2401212 7 &M,
* And not until we see him, accepting US, and leaning into that, that will will ever encounter TRUE Grace.

BIHMERSLEMNTRM  MAEASEEE  RAKETSCEEEN B,

« That’s the first reason this is important. ;E2UFE—EARRAHEERBAREEMN,
« But the second has to do with what Paul is saying here. % —{E/REREEEESEFRTRNER.

* See, when you consider the state of mind you were in, when Christ accepted you, it becomes the
pathway through which, you welcome others. & fR% & £ E EBEREMIRMFHR R B BE S, E7E
A IRAREMR ARE,

» So here’s a question: EI—ERIRE:
« When Jesus chose you, did he agree with everything you believed? & HRER:E B IRAIHE, #EZLRFT
HIEN—LE?
« Did he appreciate your priorities? #bfk & ¢REVE & IX 505 2
* You affections? {REIZE4F ?
* Your passions? {RE\RHE ?
« Was it all in alignment? 55L& #R 2 B i ¥ R A 15 2



» Or maybe an even more honest question: Do you think Jesus agrees with everything you believe
right now? (&, —EEMEMERE REANRKEEMREMD AN —YINEFE?
« Does he agree with your view on immigration? #EZ {REF R L HE KE ?
» Your perspective on money? {R¥E£EMEE?
* Your attitudes on sex? {R¥TERIFE L ?
* Your use of power or influence? {REFZENMEE?
«And YET. BZ,
«HE Still. ACCEP T Syou. #i{h& , R,

+ So Paul says, you want to know how to do this? FrLUR#E:R, REAEZEEEMRE?

* You PROSLAMBANO others, the way Jesus PROSLAMBANO’d you.{[ FA BR R 11 & 4R
B A XK A, + And this is so beautiful. E2REM—HE,
- See, every other religion says that we are justified, we are either good or bad, based upon our works. &—
BEEEHREMAREMBE, HKANFE 2ENERMWI,
« You're made right with God; {RE2#F014F,
* You're made right with the divine; {REZHEFLF,
* You’re made right by YOUR actions. 2@&@B{RrIITA,

« Budha’s last words were “Strive without ceasing.” #tERZREMERFHFLR.”
« Every other religion says it's your efforts. —Y]1EEMREE R EFIRHET N,
« But Christianity is the only one that says otherwise. B R EBHEH —HE— B ETFTRMNTEL,

« Its’ not your past, but Christ's past. F2{RrIBE, MEEBMBEE,

« It's not your actions, but Christ’s actions. F2{RH1TE, MEEBEMNTA,

« It's not your record, but Christ’s record. 7~ 2{REVFC 8%, T2 E BT,
« Jesus extended a hand and pulled us to himself, to WALK WITH HIM. BREf{BH FRIEBMAmBEC |, K
HE1T.

* And so where every other religion says you're either good or bad, you're either a moral person, or a
moral failure; you're either godly, or your godless - BUT YOU'RE NEVER BOTH. FTLLH E FIR 2 &R
RIMBEEFARERZEAN, SBRAERHNARERZ —EERLIBMA, HERHENAREZE
A A—ABMETERIXEBI,

« Until you meet Jesus. EZI{REZIHRER,

* When Jesus pulls you to himself you are simultaneously right, and wrong, good and bad, holy and sinful.

EIREREMALEH S | (RERRENMEEL |, FHNEN , @ENNEFEN,
» That's the uniqueness of Jesus! &7t 2 HRERAYIESF Z 5 !
* And what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians, and this is so powerful, is that we are invited to participate and

through that participation we discover what WE have already received. {RIEEFTMHZHTEEKR
RAEREMH—EMEBFRMABHTEMEBMARMBREMELBEEZZT,

=8
1= 2

- When | set my liberty aside, for the sake of love, | better understand the love that Jesus has for me. & E

HWBEHBE—2 AZBHGR RAEFNTRBEAERNE,

« It's that simple. FiREEMHEE,



« And, when | see what Jesus has done for me, | will walk in sincere humility. & & ZI| B X &
LAY, BEEERMBEEPITE, - That's the invitation of Jesus. Amen? BBk =2 HREF A3
im0 PP 2

Benediction fiis

May you be men and women, whether strong or weak, that proslamband those around you the way that Jesus
proslamband you. In Jesus' name, Amen! FE{R iR R E K 2855, A &G IBIRNIER—KAEBMEABRN A
BN, BERRRIBiISE, FAIFT !



