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“We partner with God in the renewal of all things.” “BfEEFET, FEYEH.
The 4 B' s of B4: Behold, Belong, Be, Beyond B4RI4MEB: ¥R, 578, Fre, @il
Belong 538

Genesis 12:1-5

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’ s household
to the land | will show you. 2 ‘I will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you; | will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy five years
old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions
they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land
of Canaan, and they arrived there.
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Technology does not connect us but consume us. RHEE NS EHR MRS, RESSEE CEHE) &M

There' s a big difference between consuming and connecting. See, consuming is really about me.

HEMEECEBERANER, HEZHEREAGH,



It s defined by me. ' Il consume what | want. I" Il consume when | want. I Il consume as much
as | want. So | can fill up my life with all of these moments of consumption...just taking in, but IS IT
connecting?

HZER. ATHAREENRA, ZREEFERMER, RTHREYUREZHRY. Bt ZNEERTW TS
ELEHENANE, EBREBERB?

we live in really interesting times.We have all sorts of connections, And yet so many people are

horribly lonely&FIEEAET RN, HABSESEKNMEES, AN, BRZAFEINE.

Loneliness is an epidemic in modern society .Family structures are dissolving. The rhythms of
birth, maturation, and marriage are disrupted and strained. Community - REAL. Community, has
been disrupted. VERXRZRAHLEFHN—ERITR. REBBLETHERN. B4, HRRTEBENSMZERITELE
i, HENTERAE BHRIE,

Our culture has become shockingly individualistic.| mean, it' s all about the individual, doing, get-
ting, being, what they want.There’ s even term for it - it’ s called Expressive individualism
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First he says, “Go” Whatever God is about to do in and through Abram is going to require a
departure. He' s going to need to go somewhere, which means LEAVING somewhere else.

You can’ t go to someplace new unless you leave someplace old.  And you can’ t move into the
future, if you' re living in the past.
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This was a culture in which identity was deeply rooted in the collective society. You WERE who
your PEOPLE were 8 @— BB AX{LIRFRFTEEE SR LT, EREEIE HA.

They lived in this intensely interdependent cultural web. This is a departure from everything
from the land, to his very identity . fI4EEEEREEAKEFNXLEF . EREHMNABAKIEZ M
S,

If you hear this through our broken, highly individualistic, and lets be honest,

self-centered, cultural ears, you might WELCOME an invitation to depart.Z8iR, EHRMIBSIHERN,
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“Listen You belonged to this...this old family. This old nation. This old identity.”
But, now? I’ m going to give you a NEW name. And with that new NAME a new
IDENTITY. THROUGH YOU, | ‘m going to create something NEW for people TO BELONG to.

‘BERBRERE. EEEXE SEENER SEENSD, " BERE? ZRERFEEHRRT. BTE
EFAT, HERMRNE—EFNED. BEBIR HiSHAMERMEMNES.

God is beginning a New P E O P L E. B IFAERB—EFHI A
God made a covenant with Abraham. TR {ARIZE 7,

And then, Jesus, with his disciples, right before his crucifixion, says, He is making a NEW covenant,
and it’ s the beginning of the church. A1, ERSRTEHRRET+FZRBFAMNPITEL T —EHH, ERAEH
Ftho



There was THIS moment with Abraham. And then there’ s THAT moment with Jesus. And there
as a people formed THEN. And there’ s a people formed NOW.

And so let me ask you what asked earlier about the church, as it related to people? Do | attend, a
people? Do | consume, a people? Or am | a PART of a people.

Eit, BEREET, BERZGEANEBERBANMEE? EMA—EBAR? BHE-EBARK? FIAERZEE
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See, that language, right there, that' s different. Especially for us, in our culture. I’ m a PART of it.

Here' s what' s fascinating. being a follower of Jesus means you' re a PART of something, 1E#%
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something bigger. You' re not just consuming. You' re connecting with others in real, meaning-
ful ways. | mean, if you told someone, back then, that you just ‘watched the sermon online’
they’ d be totally confused. Trust me, | don’ t have a problem with people watching sermons on-
line, but if that' s what you think church is about..downloading information that you find relevant
to you - well, that doesn’ t sound anything like the church of Jesus. That sounds like expressive
individualism.

See, when Jesus gathered his disciples together, they did LIFE together. SRR EMAIPIFER, M1
AR

He didn’ t just ask them to show up for an hour on Sunday. They ate together, and they took
trips together. Im sure if they had ping-pong, they’ d have spent hours playing it, together. And,
by the way, Jesus would have dominated. In fact, you walked up to Jesus and asked him where the
church was. He wouldn’ t give you an address. Not because the church didn’ t have a building.
But because the church ISN' T a building. Jesus would point to people. So Jesus showed us, with
his disciples, what it looked like to belong. Then, after that, when we read about the first church
that formed in Acts 2, They ate together. The prayed together. They shared ideas, and resources,
and thoughts.

They shared LIFE, together fiffi—iZH = 4&£E5E,

Belonging was a lot bigger than a potluck. See, the most crucial venue for discipleship, for com-
ing to know and follow Jesus, isn’ t the pew. It' s with people i, R IRFEER AR EERIPIRETI%E
BN E B, HEARTE,

in community.

Our individualism has led many people into treating church like a stadium event; like a TIm-
ber’ s game, where we file in, and file out, where we go to our seat and settle in, maybe say hi to
the person next to us, get a little information, maybe even get a little inspiration, and then file back
out, and go back to our lives. That’ s not being in community. That’ s just being in a crowd. We
have to cement ourselves in community. In fact, the way of Jesus CAN" T be lived out in isolation.
It has to be lived with others, or it renders the majority of Jesus™ instruction useless. | mean, think
about it, so much of the way of Jesus is about how we live with others.

Like Jesus is revealed in how we:
Honor one another,

Serve one another



Offer hospitality to one another

Encourage one another

Accept one another

Bear with one another

Teach one another

LOVE one another

You can’ t be those things without being in community.
One of the early writers of the New Testament described followers of Jesus as a body.
Like we all are different parts of this one body.

Like we all have a role to play in this thing called the church.
And this body, he refers to as the body of Christ.

Like we' re the living expression of Jesus in the world today.

lllustration: Campfire

For years | went to church because | thought | had to. It was like | thought it was my duty. Then
| became a little disenfranchised. Like, what' s the point? Then, one night | was sitting by camp-
fire. And | was moving this stick around in the coals. And | remember moving the one little burning
coal out of the middle of the fire to edge, and | slowly watched it die. It was like this picture of
what happens when we try to live the way of Jesus in isolation.

| came to realize what Dietrich Bonhoeffer realized and wrote about in Life Together: “God has
willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of
man. Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God" s Word to him. He needs
him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help
himself without belying the truth. He needs his brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the di-
vine word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus Christ. The Christ in his own
heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his broth-
er sis sure.

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
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-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 43HE—i2

We need each other. We encounter Jesus in each other. There’ s something that happens
when gather on a Sunday; When we gather in a small group; When we sit around a table together.
It' s unlike anything else.

So if you' re following the Jesus way, and God' s spirit is in you, then you' re my brother.
You' re my sister. We' re family.

And now we live this authentic, accountable, generous and genuine life, together. FfI—iCi@E &
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We Belong to each other. BB

And, we Belong, with each other. | love the double meaning of this word, and it s one of the
reasons we chose it. See, Belong gives a sense of place. You BELONG here. It s welcoming. It" s
home. It s where you' re supposed to be. This new people offers a place to belong.

BRiaA—ERER. TEBRNEE., BEE. E2X. E=IRIMtT, ELMARHET —EXRNEFER,

But BELONG ALSO offers us a sense of responsibility.  You can belong IN, but you can also
belong TO. | belong TO you. And you belong TO me.

{BX. BELONGEREEMER. EAUREBR—ER EtABEERIR. HERIR, EEEERI

It s beautiful. Butthat doesn’” t meanit’ seasy. And it doesn tmean there wont' be
times you question it.  Belonging isn’ t natural or easy in our present cultural. TEE IR ERIL
I:FI EFE}=7[—7~E§/| \ 7N \E’JE'%O

That' s why the writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 10:25
Hebrews 10:25,

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

HERE 10: 25FFIRFIELERSE, FERBEELEETHA, AERLEYM BAEREFiRE MEENL

Don’ tgive up. We need this. We all know this, but Belonging, in a general sense, grows
naturally out of shared experience, and the more intense the experience, the more intense the
belonging.

HEELE REREERMAMERZPRREROKEE MEEUSE, RERpEEI0

When you and | share experiences, you and being to experience belonging.  When Abram left
Ur, when he left that people, to form a new people, Im sure there were moments when he ran into
people and they would have asked, “Who are you?” And for all of his life he would have said,

“Im Abraham, from Ur.” But not after this moment.  He would have said something, like,
‘Well, There’ s this new group of people, and I’ m a part of what God is doing through this new
group of people.”

And that" s what we' re all about. God’ s love motivates us to work hard at connecting with
our community and one another. EFRIERENE IS 0 L1t AN L BT BHER,

We want people to experience the belonging that God intends for them.  We are here so that
together we can we pursue a depth of connection that is more trusting, transparent, honest, and
loving than anything we’ ve ever encountered.

It s more than friendship. It s what we call “Gospel Community.” NMEEZKEE, MEIKFFT
MH BERE"

And when we do this, it creates a beautiful and contrasting view of humanity. 2 MEERME, ©
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That" s good news for a world aching to experience a reality where people love one another
across the boundaries of language, culture, and ethnicity. | love this moment we read about in
John 15.



Jesus is with his disciples. it' s the same moment where he talks about this NEW covenant. This
new thing, that' s a lot like this old thing, with Abraham. He' s talking to them and he says some-
thing that, at least for me, redefines reality. I' Il close with this:

John 15:15-19

| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’ s business. Instead, |
have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.
16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This
is my command: Love each other. 18 °“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.
19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but | have chosen you out of the world.
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| love that. You don’ t belong to the world. You belong to Jesus, and his community of friends.
RABRERETLESR, TERIPMAEARARKMTE,

And can | just tell you, life, is just better with friends. This season...challenging to community... It' s
a choice we have to make. And as a church, we want to make easier for you to make that choice.
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