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Colossians 2:6-15

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our
legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away,
nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the power and authorities, he made a public
spectacle off them, triumphing over them by the cross. Colossians 2:6-15.
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Paul’s thoughts here can feel almost frantic...like if he was reading this out loud, he
would be talking faster and louder as he moves toward the crescendo of the triumph
over evil. And the words can swirl around as he teaches this deep, layered theology but
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You were dead. This is so unfriendly. So unwelcoming. But so true. The greek
definition of dead here leaves no room for interpretation: You were a corpse. Lifeless.
And what'’s the next thing? The very next thing? It's not. - You called 911 or you
connected yourself to a defib machine...the very next thing is GOD MADE YOU ALIVE
with Christ. This is all Him. All His work on the cross. Paul’s writing is wordy and it can
be hard to follow the thoughts clearly and know what connects to what. In this vers the

main verb is the idea around which the rest of the verse revolves. So, let’s start there:
God made you alive.
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That’s the whole point of the verse. Around this theme Paul begins to tell us HOW God
through Jesus raised us from the dead and into a life of freedom and wholeness. It
says He “forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness,
which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.
And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross. ALL of these words are about ONE thing: God
made us alive. And in all these words are four distinct things that God did through
Jesus on the cross to make you alive:
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1. He forgave us all our sins

In this sentence the word “all” belongs to the word “sins”. He forgave ALL my sins.
ALL your sins. None were excluded. This is different than the forgiveness we offer
each other. Forgiveness here is the word “charizomai which could be translated



“gracing”...it’s the love of god unleashed to rescue all humans from their captivity in
order to bring them into the liberated family of God. (Scot Mcknight)
z2 el B XE S Mot L.
Ol =& M "all"0l2t= &0 = "sins"ct= SHHOl SELICH 22 W 2 2 E
EANOHSCL Y0 B= XHNE. He AT MRAZK ZUASLICH Ol= 22t A2 0
N3Zot= A 2= CHELICH HIIM 2 &M= "charizomai'ct=e HHE, "261E
HE="2 HAE = USLICL Ol= B 22h= 11=2 28! AEH0lA 2=0t)| 2o
o (-

otLEE Sl AFE0I 22 Z0 =SS o2 E ottE 2 IHEL 2 UidA LI ?18 A LICH

2. He cancelled the charge written against us
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Cheirographon = handwritten document that refers to the debts that are held against
you. The original language around this legal indebtedness is interesting. It means
something that has been handwritten like a bond or a manuscript. This has the idea of
an invoice that can’t be paid. And Paul says that this document “stands against you”
and “condemns you”.
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Scholars debate what this document is that stands against us. Is it a debt we owe God?
Is it something we owe the enemy? Is it the record of our wrongs and mistakes against
others? Is it referring to the Torah or the law? Theories abound, and | have a theory as
well and it brings all of these things together.
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The definition that resonates with me here is “manuscript”. A manuscript is a story. And
really, an invoice is also a story. The story of a purchase or a mortgage or some
decision in your past that has consequences that write themselves into the story of your
future. This document or cheirographon contains the things you owe because of the
mistakes you've made or the things the enemy has pronounced against you and those
things stretch into your eternity. The problem with the story that stands against us...this



story that speaks hopelessness and despair and constant working to pay off our

impossible debts and addictions - is that this is not the story God had written over our

lives or the lives of His people.
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In Jeremiah 29, God promised the people of Israel - and we quote it often - “I know the
plans | have for you says the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give

you a future and hope.”
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Ephesians 2:10 says we are his workmanship, created for good works in Christ

Jesus...and that word “workmanship is the word for poem.
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OO0l & LICt. | believe that God has a preferred destiny, or story, in mind for every one of
us. The God who David said, knit us together in our mother’s wombs and knew us
before the foundations of the world...had a plot line in mind for us. The thing He had
for us as a Father who made us and loves what He made, is certainly not a life of debt
and death and bondage and heartache. It is certainly NOT a life of being chained to
rules we couldn’t keep trying to produce fruit that would only be enjoyed by others. He
is a good, good author and His story is available to us. Because we have free will, other
storylines are available o us as well. And we were getting tricked, constantly, into living
into the wrong plot and the wrong page and Paul tells us in Colossians, that document
STOOD AGAINST US and CONDEMNED us. “Stood against “ = an active, aggressive



resistance. Condemned = An obstacle in the road. We had given into the lie of the
storyline that was written that we were unworthy of love or hope or purpose. That we
owed too much to ever live into the freedom of liberation. But He cancelled it, which
literally means He scraped off our indebtedness. He erased all that was written against.
He unwrote the charges against us and unbuilt the obstacles in the way of our salvation.
And then it says...
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3. He took it away

Same idea here, but a slightly different term. The word “away” here evokes presence
or proximity - like this storyline was constantly rolling through our head, creating shame
and depression and heartache. But in God’s grace, this accusing voice has been lifted
and taken away. The story is being rewritten and the memory of the old story is being
obliterated. Beautiful! How did God do this? By nailing it to the cross. (Titulus - sign on
the cross - name and crime. Normally one nailed accusations to the cross in order to
condemn, but here the nailing of the accusation to the cross releases the person from
those accusations! (McKnight) The innocent one assumes the charges against the guilty
ones so the guilty ones become the innocent ones. Jesus shoulders the accusations
against us so we don’t have to experience them in death.
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4. He makes a spectacle of them.

Now Jesus’ work of rescue moves into the cosmic dimension. God disarms the powers
and authorities. He makes a public spectacle of them nd he triumphs over them on the
cross. Each image grows in power and also absurdity - because God is TRIUMPHING
over darkness by dying Himself. Jesus smuggles himself into humanity and blows up

death from the inside.
Who are these powers? Scholars have lots of opinions, but scripture seems clear that
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None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, the would not have

crucified the Lord of glory. 1 Cor. 2:8
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Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after
he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
1 Cor. 15:24-26

dd 2 Z2uUelet. At s =) s talst =0l ofLtE Ot XITHI

LictE 82 M LICH ot X2 2= &+ 12 & Otell =I10HA SXIol OF g LI L.
I E OtN S @ = =SS LICH 1 28 £ M 15:24-26

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authors; all things have been
crated through him and for him. Col. 1:16
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He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion and every name that
is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the age to come. Eph. 1:20-21
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There is a world we can’t see with our eyes - though we can see some of the results of
it - and it's more real than this one. Supernatural power is at work in

Religious structures

Intellectual structures (-ologies + -isms)

Moral structures (codes + customs)

Political structures

s

==
=

nio

ezl =AY 02N EFE = = Us MADEJASLICH Ol MA= &2
SASOH SEAMALICH =UAHAQ B0 HEdte RS

These structures form the scaffolding around our world and they are not inherently bad,
but sin is still embedded inside them. The Church. - US - we are called to embody the



defeat of the powers and principalities at work in the structures of our world (Matthew
16:18). How? The way of Jesus. The upside down, love your world, love your God,
love-your-enemy way of Jesus. The subversive, unstoppable way of Jesus. As we root
ourselves in His love and goodness and truth...we begin to live the story He has always
been writing over our lives.

Olefet 2= 22l MAHIE S oM E edotd 22822 L= 242 OtL X

y s
eHoll= 4 ™ol £ JF LHE E Of ICh 13|, 22l - fcle 2l MA 2L F0lA
= 53U FASO IHHHE X stot =8 fE L USLICH(Matthew 16:18).

A Eote =

HEAN? Kl==2 2. 0l=2 9, Ul Mlat= AtEotet, Ul otLte = Atgotet, Ul @S
AEoteteE AL Ol T E £ Sl= 2. 2 Attt AQ|, &2| SUA 2eliel™
Lele Aot ehd K2 a0 M) 2 0I0IE & A& &L L.

All the days ordained for you were written in His book . Another document was written
that stands against your flourishing - against your destiny. But you have been delivered
from the power of that story. It has been scraped off the pages and nailed to the cross.
The cross brings us back to our best and most beautiful realities.
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Response: What is the true & beautiful story Jesus has written over your life? Are you
living it? Is another story in the way? Let Him unwrite the shame and condemnation; let
Him put pen to paper and begin to reveal the new thing that has always been His plan
for your life. The new thing is the old thing. The original design. Plan A. To know Him
and the power of his suffering and the fellowship of His resurrection. It's as close as
your next thought, the next words that come out of your mouth could launch a whole
new plot line - one of beauty and strength - and this chapter (and all the chapters that
come after) will be called “The Gracing.”
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