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Message E8

Of all the places you could be today, you are here. Of all the times on the timeline you
could have existed, you are here. This isn’'t the only place you’ve ever been and this
isn’t the only time you’ve ever been alive - but this place and this moment are the most
important because you can’t change what’s happened and you can’t jump ahead and fix
the future. We are people on a pilgrimage - moving through the days of our lives,
dealing with all the things coming at us, intersecting with other travelers along the way,
trying to make a difference with the days we’ve been given. But today, we are right
here. Always moving because we can’t stop time, but also right here. (Pilgrimage is a
long game.)
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To launch into a new year, | want to turn to an old letter. It’s just small one, but | love it
more than any of the other letters because it seems that every single sentence brims
over with love and power and wisdom. (Colossae - a populous city, wealthy, famous for
its wool trade. Smallest of three cities in the Lycus Valley - about 12 miles from
Laodicea and Paul is writing to both churches. Church probably founded by Epaphras.
Philemon was also a part of the church. Colossae was destroyed by an earthquake the
early 60’s AD - about two years after Paul’s letter. Set to be excavated.) In Paul’s letter
to the Colossians, you can almost feel Paul’'s heart toward their pilgrimage flowing from
his pen. He wants them to understand two things: Who Jesus is and who they are to
Him and to their world.
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And the thing is: They KNOW who Jesus is. They are living within reach of his actual
life. They know eye witnesses or were eye witnesses. They are no strangers to his
amazing story and they are truly impressed with it. | mean...aren’t most people? The
life of Jesus is so stunning that few people I've known have ever been able to hear the
story and ..."meh. Not that impressive.” Most people who hear the REAL story of
Jesus know they are dealing with someone remarkably great. But often they line him up
with others who seem equally great - buddha, Moses out of history and then probably a
few they know personally who they consider to be stellar and self-sacrificial. It's easy to
see Jesus as impressive but not see him as omnipotent. This is where we find Paul’s
audience in Colosse. They believe Jesus was great, but they have a pocketful of other
cosmic forces that they see as also-great, also-powerful, also-divine.
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Paul writes to them to encourage them to re-discover the singular message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, that stands alone and uncontested and to help them see how
that discovery could look in their lives and in their world as they make their way through
the days they’ve been given in the places to which they are called.

Paul, | believe, writes to us as well today. To remind us: No one else died for you and
no one else is coming for you. Listen to this verse out of the heart of this letter (read
from the Message, because the language is so letter-like):
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But now, by giving himself completely at the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ
brought you over to God’s side and put your lives together, whole and holy in his
presence. You don’t walk away from a gift like that! You stay grounded and
steady in that bond of trust, constantly tuned in to the Message, careful not to be
distracted or diverted. There is no other Message - just this one. Every creature
under heaven gets this same Message. |, Paul, am a messenger of this Message.
Colossians 1:22-23
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There is no other message. Paul is working to root us in this truth throughout the letter
of Colossians - he lays out a case for Who Jesus is to us and Who we are to Him.

So understanding Paul’s purpose, | want to back up to the very first few sentences of
this letter. The introduction. (Be careful not to overlook the introductions - they set the
tone for not just WHAT will be communicated, but also the WAY the writer wants it to be
read. )
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to
the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father. Colossians 1:1-2 (NIV)
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I, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of God’s master
plan. Together with my friend Timothy, | greet the Christians and stalwart
followers of Christ who live in Colosse. May everything good from God our
Father be yours! (Bible in contemporary English) Colossians 1:1-2
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Paul launches with love. He’s about to tell them about the power of God and some of
the corrections they need to make in order to live whole and free lives in their world, but
he starts with the love of God. Grace and peace to you. As people on a pilgrimage, we
are such a gift when we lead with love. When we sow love like seeds along the
roadside on our journey. That’'s how Paul leads us. That's how Jesus leads us. That's
how we should move through life as well. RFEFESH T, WEEHFMMENNE, L
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Paul gives them two labels - two distinct name tags - in this opening and they are really
important. They are also our name tags as well, even though they’ll read a bit
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These four words distinctly mark the journey that they are on. EPU{EF;EZhiZEZE fth
M EELEIIRTE,

They are of Christ - they wear His name, they’re bought by his blood, they subscribe to
this One Message - but they also live IN Colosse - where there are many messages
flying through every single day of their existence. #th 1@ E B ——h 57 LA & F,
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They are of Christ, where mercy flows and love is rich and hope is abundant. But they
are in Colosse where people are mean and violence is common and work is hard.

They are of Christ, where love is the fuel of all action, but in Colosse where life is a zero
sum game and only the strong survive. EfIRBREEH, MEXHER, RRE, KTiW
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And we are living in the same tension. Of Christ - within reach of His goodness and
truth but in Beaverton or Lake Oswego or Tigard or Hillsboro - where homelessness and
hatred and heartache roam our streets. We live in the intersection of God’s delight
and the world’s despair. Hfith/EEREKMNRERRZD, EENREMEERFAIR, B
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We are of Christ, but in Beaverton. We are of Christ, but in Nike. Of Christ, but in
Southridge High School. And this is a tension, yes, but it is also a remarkable privilege.
It is our great joy to people who are both Of and In. F Mt AE £ LL 1R, BER2HMZEE
REBEW, BMBEATEEMR, BRREBNREAEN., ZEMAEREESD, BEREMEE
REBH., BW, BRI B2 —EEAMSHE, ENTLERBEREEREEEH
RHIARER, EREMEKRHER,

In order to be people who bring the substance of Christ into the places we are called,
we have to know what that means. What does it mean to be OF Christ? Isita
decision | made or a prayer | prayed or a list of rules or desired behaviors? AT fl &%
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1. We are people at peace with God {2 B #HF14F A A

For God was pleased to have all his fulliness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated
from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But
now he has reconciled you by Christ’s death to present you holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation - if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.
Colossians 1:19-21
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. Colossians 3:15
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This is not to say we don’t face anxiety over bills or diagnoses or relationships - but we
are at peace with God and we are resources by His spirit to live at peace with one
another, even when it seems really difficult. 52 i F 2R BT EEIRE . ZZETE ARRR
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2. We are living into the gift of salvation
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This whole letter teems with the gifts that are available to us as those who know and
follow Jesus. It makes salvation feel almost like the gift within the gift within the gift -
you just keep opening boxes, discovering what is available to you on the pilgrimage.
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We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy
of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and
giving joyful thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of life. For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:9-14
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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, rooted and built up in him, strengthen in the faith as you were taught and
overflowing with thankfulness. Colossians 2:6-7
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My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love so that they
may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know
the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:2-3
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3. We are building paths of peace in our world
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Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dear loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them
all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Colossians
3:12-15
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(EX: Going to Bend - someone cut these pathways here. Someone put these roads
here. Someone went first and now we travel these roads without even thinking about
it.). As they experience the life offered as one who is OF Christ, they receive the
resources they need to live out being IN Colosse. To bring help and healing to their
broken city. Rooted and grounded in Jesus, they begin to see His way become
embedded in their way - with Him, with each other and with the world. They put on new
clothes: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. We bear with one
another. We forgive. . We are people on pilgrimage but we are building as we go. All of
these things make us people who carve new pathways for others to travel on behind us.
(40 BIEAREE - EATESEYE T ELER, EALEELERKESHE, EALE RHE
A ELER TR, EETRER,) BEMMREEErFR B EaR, MnESTH
DEALEFMFTNER. AhFREAETHERERNMER, MMAZRBENRIRE, BFHinED
ERERAEBRRRA T R0 E R — B e —iE, BRI E—iE, BERE—&E, hfZELH
KFERCEERERR. B, BMEHEZN, HMARERSR. ZMASEEMA, BX
f—BE—E8E, AELEFEEEMAAAHMIBRMEMAFBRIERHA,



How are you doing with making peace in your world? | used to start my morning by
checkin in on the news and it produced a discouragement almost immediately in my day
and it followed me throughout. And not just discouragement - anger. Judgement.
Sometimes | would say even hatred. And | realized this habit was not impacting anyone
| was mad at - they didn’t even know | was mad - it was keeping me locked in fear and
anxiety and discouragement. The new rule for me is: If | can’t read the news without
filtering it through compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience - then |
don’t read the news. Sometimes we need to make practical changes in our habits in
order to become people who can be of Christ and in our world. Because how does it
help my world if | say I’'m of christ, but the path I'm building is one of anger and hatred
and bitterness? If the words I’'m speaking into the sorrow of our world are adding weight
to the sorrow, how am | different from those who have no hope in Jesus at all?
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People of Christ are people at peace with God, people living into their salvation and
people building paths of peace in their world. The places to which they are called. They
spread the good news of the gospel like confecting at a parade. They are filled with the
joy of their salvation. They are filled with the peace of knowing their ultimate
destination. The are strengthened in the faith and they endure with hope.
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We are people called to our place on the timeline. Certainly. We are called to fullfill a
specific purpose in our world. But we are - more than any other thing - called to know
God. To root ourselves in His presence. To practice living in His presence. This is not
so much our duty as it is our delight.

BB B ER ERMANLE, X HMARTEREREMEEERNFEBE.
BHEM — EMEMFEEEE — HTEAERE LT, ERAZRENBUEE, FFE
ETEMMAOE AT, ERARIHMUEE TNRIHFIAIEE,



The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. -Westminster Shorter
Catechism
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Yes to pilgrimage. Yes to the long game. Yes to building pathways of peace. Yes to
being of Christ, in Beaverton.
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