Easter 2024
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Last week's review: My hour has not come. My hour has yet to come. My hour has yet to come.
(Everything is intentional) THEN, the whole city is worshiping him. The Pharisees are gnashing their teeth
and plotting his death because it seems that “the whole world has gone after him.” Some Greeks come to
the disciples and ask to meet their guys. They go to Jesus with the good news - everything is up and to
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The hour has come for the Son of Many to be glorified. John 12:23
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Glorified (doxasthé) = to honor, magnify, make renewed or render excellent

Seems like good news. Butwait...0lS0| 2 &= &= Al2t0| 0| 2Lt (doxasthe
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Very truly, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But
if it dies, it produces many seeds. John 12:24
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Dies (apothané) = significance of the separation that always comes with divine closure. Stresses the
ending of what is “former” to bring what naturally follows.

And then, Jesus tells them: Same goes for you. Anyone who loves their life will lose it and anyone who
lets go of their life will find it - and it will multiply into eternity.

This concept is not foreign to us, here in the land of the free and the home of the brave where many have
given up their lives so that the rest of us could hang onto ours. It's not foreign, but it is difficult. Even
Jesus - king of the universe - struggles.
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https://biblehub.com/greek/doxasthe__1392.htm

UZOHIASLICH OI&IIX 2 Hal & JESLICH XAl MES Al2olsE AIE2 OHS
=S A0IL, Ao MHS == A2 S 24010 - 12l 32 930 Sl M
OIHE JYLICH Ol oHE 2 2cl0lHl 2 2 HO0IKl ZSLICH ARl DOIA 28t
Ol=2 nekol 2e|0lH= 0l JHE 0l &4 240] Ot LICH CHE 0101 221t 2212
HEE2EE = UAEE Mo o= |MAMSLICH £ A2 OtLI XIS HEsLIT
AN =2 20l Ol=2 & S ELIC Verse 27

“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for

this very reason | came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” John 12:27"0| Xl LH 2 & 0|
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There is sorrow (letting go is painful), there is anxiety (trusting can be scary)...it's not easy to let go of
life...it's counterintuitive, but it is beautiful and it is worth it.

The science of seeds. The husk has to die for the seed to live. We don’t just “let it go” into the ether - we
plant it intentionally into good soil. Into the trustworthy earth that knows exactly how to receive and feed
and multiply a little seed into a sturdy tree.

What is the result? The fruit is revealed. The shell of the seed is left behind. The fruit/flower bears more
and more fruit. God is a gardener. He planted his Son in the garden of our world to save us, and he is
always planting us in Him. He grows good things. What are the good things?
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(These words can all go on one slide - I'll zip through them fairly quickly)

Hope Tells us that our loving God has more for us, and the more is good. (Eternity, the now-and-not-yet)
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Healing



Our loving God meets us in the wounded spaces, past and present. He aligns all things with His good and
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Freedom The powerful love of God liberates us and breaks the chains that fasten us to unworthy gods.
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We are perfected (made complete and mature) in God’s love. Nothing missing, broken, or bound — being
and growing as we were meant to. (Delight and purpose)

We can count on the gardener to grow these things in us as we keep our roots planted firmly in him. As
we let go into His careful hand, just betting everything on the belief that He knows better. He is a better
gardener. He grows better things. 6 8
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Life is of so peculiar a character, it so completely eludes any desire to have it at our own disposal,
that it is lost precisely when we desire to hold it fast, and it is won exactly when we give it up.
Rudolf Bultmann (Commentary on John)
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Back to our story...let’'s jump ahead. Jesus has faced his accusers. He’s been declared innocent,

yet sentenced to death. He is nailed to a cross in front of a mocking crowd. He promises a thief safe
passage into new life. He entrusts his mother to his friend, John. And says, “It is finished.” And dies.
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Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and
took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at
night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’
body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with
Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the

garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of

Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. John 19:38-42 0| = Ot2| O} Ck
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Joseph buries his broken dream in a garden tomb. Surrounded by another absurdly extravagant
offering of spices. They take the bruised, bloody body of Jesus and plant it in an entirely different kind of
garden. Have you ever let go of a dream? A plan? Have you ever buried your hope that Jesus is the
one you were looking for? That's these guys on this terrible, no good, very bad day. They are in their

darkest moment, but they are just three days from more hope than they ever could have imagined. They

are releasing a dream - but they will get that dream back AND the tomb AND the spices, too. 2 &l 2

19 HE B2 sS4 QAN SASLICH £ OE 2 a2 SN0 ASLICH

ds2 tl=E2 4 g2 U D822 HeRd 32 NN 86 UE 72
&Holl & LICH €42 o0 3= ZI|8t HO0| JASLIIN? 0 HES? 0ll==E 0

D

20152

o
o
g
&
1o
C
O

un
Mo
0
=t
In
H0
H>
S
2
0
> 0
-r_l_
u
e
ue
e
$0
|0
e
0z
0z
W
4
N
R o
rr
o
62
ro
o
02
o



ne

= AgUC. O=2 8= =010k ot= S0IXA8 1 St &) DAt

H & G LI

0o
>
Al
H1
o
>

n<

Let’s turn the page to Sunday: "2 R & 2 HO| X E & H = AlCH"

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb
and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at
the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
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“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and | don’t know where they have put him.” At
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have put him, and | will get him.”
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A couple of things happening here that are truly remarkable and tell us a lot about Mary and her faith.
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She is at the tomb and looks inside - which is a scary thing in itself. She doesn’t recognize the angels
as angels - she says, “They have taken my Lord away...”. This is the first time Jesus is ever referred to as
Lord in the gospel of John. And Mary is saying this while standing in front of his tomb. The is the
resilience of her faith. Then she says to Jesus, not knowing He’s Jesus: “Tell me where you’ve put him
and I'll go get him.” How is a little woman going to carry a fully grown dead man? This is the passion of
her faith.
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Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 0l ==TH A Z1EH 0| H Ol 2 Al &l "0l OF
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
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Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my

brothers and tell them, ‘l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’
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Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “l have seen the Lord!” And she told
them that he had said these things to her. John 20:11-18
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Mary becomes the first person to share the news: The seed that was buried lives! The gardener and
the garden are one! The hope that was lost has a heartbeat! In the remaining pages of the gospel of
John, just two chapters, the word “Lord’ will be used fourteen times. They saw what he did in his life and
followed him. They saw miracles beyond imagining. They heard him teach. They saw how he loved.
But He was not “lord” until the seed fell and died. It had to happen. It was the will of the Father but it was
also what WE needed to see him as he really is.
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&tLICt. Seed paper explanation. (KEYS BACK UP) :Vase of seeds vs. bouquet of flowers. Jar full of

seeds vs. basket of apples. Seeds are not beautiful. They are small and plain and grey - their only beauty

The promise is released in the waiting. In the

is in their potential. But the promise is released in the soil.

dying.

In the resurrection. Friday becomes Saturday becomes

In the hurting.

In the hoping.

Sunday...and we see the seeds sown in sorrow break through the ground to reveal the good work

of a good good Father.
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.no intro)

(VIDEO PLAYS HERE...

Video.

Song.

Benediction.



