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A People in a Place
Week #7- More Good Than Harm
Pastor Alex Lessler
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e Warm you up by talking about my cute baby girl, focusing on some positive stuff, because the

passage today is going to present a challenge to all of us. | also want to be abundantly clear that

some of this challenge might hit close to home, | am also overwhelmed with how much you all

love Jesus. If we are to remain humble and honest we would be challenged by today’s passage

(actually every passage), but | also want you to know that we love you deeply, and your witness

to this city about the love of Jesus is incredible. | hear a lot of complaints about the church in our

world right now, and some are valid, but when | think of you my heart is overjoyed because so

much that | hear is met with the thought “but not with my church family”. | may be partial, but |

think you guys are amazing. @Bk iR AT B A E H 2 5 RREIR, HEN—LRBBHRA,

ASRMBRERERMMAARERE, REBFEFRN , EERBNBRINREEMEXN , @

NEGHAMOLENEMRAT, NREMAERSFRENHE , RMASZISROEX (BB L

BEBREXMAHRE, ERUFLEMERMRAZE CHEERTRANMEKMNZHEZES A

HUBE., FREEIRSANKMER LHEMARL FLEHEEN, ARERBIRIE

CBRILDREBESR , RABRRINRSEFHES T ERNHEREFTRXIENNEE, EF

RARR BXRIBAMMARE,

o Still, lets be humble enough to let this passage impact all of us. EBENLE, FHMGEE— B, BEREZ
ZEHMAA AN

e (Sunday acknowledge the students in the room: “I will speak to you too, not over you. | hope and pray

whatever | say today connects to your world too”) GB H R BRSNS EHE  Hth EMMRE EFR2

HIR, RFLWTRES RFTRAY — U0 thsE ERRFIAT it SR B2 2R )

Intro: More Harm Than Good (verse 17) £ 5 : BIATZ& (&)

17 In the following directives | have no praise for you, for your meetings do more
harmthangood. ZF R S KMI MMM MM E, T2 BEMM . BAMMAREFZ

Zh, DNEEA,

e Time off gave me some time to reflect, think, ask some hard questions- why are we doing
this? Is this even really necessary? IF | dig deep into it, will | find that this is Biblical? Or are
we way off? Why have | given so much of my life to pastoring? What good is the church

doing in the world? RR#G T H —LrFRIZRR B, BE . RH —EMFMBAE—REMAMT
BEEKM? SENALER? MREREATR RERHERSTFELNE? E2HM
ERT? AHERBEESEGERMGHE? AEEHA LBEHEIFE?

e This is not some mid-life crisis, don’t worry. This is normal for me. | am deeply curious about
most things, and | find that hard questions open up a world of possibilities. If our faith is
legitimate (and | believe it is with every fiber of my being), it should be able to stand up against
the hardest questions. If the Psalms are any indication, God can handle our hard questions. ;&



TRIPERERE AED, EHEKRRRES., KEAXSHZBHEZTTES HREERENRBET

T —EFXRATEEMHR, MEEMMENRESTEEN (HKLHUBEEXRETEEN ) |

EEMENENSRBENEE, MRFREEAETR , LHFTUERRMOHE,

e For me, my journey towards trusting Jesus has been about a journey through hard

questions. And I'm usually relentless until | find the answer. This is what the majority of my

prayer life looks like- “God | don’t understand (Pandemics, Parenting, Politics, Theology...

you fill in the blank) please help.” 1 2%k:%, 1= EEBIRMIRTIE B 2R M R H# B BMRTE

HEHINERZZAH, RBEERERETW, BRI BESETNERTF—LF, HTHEAP

(RIT/R. BR.BUA. 2. REZ)FEIL,”

e | have a canvas in my office that has the word “Learn” written on it. I've had it for a long time.

It reminds me to be curious, and for someone who does this alo (teaching others) it reminds me

that | must keep the posture of a learner... in other words stay humble. E#IH A EEH —RE

1, LERE ST, RELARRIEMET. BREXRFIFFLO, MER—EERMEAA (E5
EREXVARBEEENEDY . BAFER RISHE

e Here is something that I've learned... I've sat with countless people who have walked

away from their faith. 90% of the time it isn’t because of Jesus, but because of the church. In

their lives the church did “more harm than good”. 52 B H 2 F|IM—LHA. ... IR K

RIEEE T EMHANLTE—E, il 90% HRRAFTRRAMNHK K MERAHE., HEMMNE

R BEBRATER

e This isn’t a new phenomenon, these are the same challenges Paul faced in ancient Corinth

thousands of years ago. The church gatherings in Corinth were doing more harm than good. ;&

FR—EHFRR, ELEBERBXTENEL IMSFTEBMNERKE. IHEZHLAERERM

XF=%E,

e Paul is going to Challenge them to turn things around. {R % Pk &t P RER BT,

e And | think there's some things to learn in this challenge for us today. # 32 & 14 X1EE B PkE

FESE—LHE,

MVMT 1: The Church and Paul’s Pain & 045

e Church = a People. Not a building. A living organism. 2 & = —# A, F2REEY. —EENEHE,

e Paul assumes that the church will gather in a place. In other words, this isn’t really
optional. IT is a part of the Christian life. (R REHXESREE—E A, BAER, =
TARREEMTE, EREEFREFEN—ES

e His answer to these church gatherings going awry isn't that they should just get rid of the
whole thing. This is a popular opinion among many right now BUT That isn’t even an option
here. b ELHLERGHEMEZ LTS MMEXERBMBEIR. EZLBMTFS ARNRITHRE
 EEEEEETRE—EEE,

e “Your gatherings are terrible and hurting people. Just scrap the whole thing.” “{R

MMRERaTME, HET AM, IBREREHEETIE, "o No. He doubles down. 7,

b nfEEs A,



e Paul doesn’t want to beat this church up... He isn’t interested in writing a tell-all and
exposing all of their misdeeds. He isn’t getting a book deal, or a major podcast... He won’t
be featured in the NY Times, or go on some speaking tour. No youtube channel, no tik-tok...
No. REFBITEESEHLE.... MHE—ESEERBEBEMMAMENTIRTATRER, 1
RERITEN L2FEEMNRE.. . MTASHREMNRR) L, WA gET - LEXEBE
#. /%A YouTube $Hi&, & F tik-tok .......8 H,

e This correction is coming from their pastor- someone who loves them deeply and desires
them to not only experience what is best for them, but to be who they are called to be to the
world. He is not trying to shame them, he is trying to help them. 3& & #4 IF 2k B 4/ &% 4 B ——ith
FERMEBEMM, SAREZMMFERREMMARIFARE, MERARMERTERIIER LK
Ao IFREEZEMM, MEEZEBIHM.

e You also have to understand that the Corinthian church, more than any other, got under
Paul’s skin. | don’t mean that he was annoyed by them (but maybe he was at times) but that
their betrayal of him led him down a deep dark path of mental health crisis. {RIZWZBEAH, &
MNEHELHL A HEMBEREZRENZE, REFIRMMBEMMERET (EHFLERI),
M &2 At 1 fth B0 75 $R A5 4t 3£ £ RT e 8 A D BB R fE R A R,

e Paul was stoned, beaten, left for dead, shipwrecked, lost at sea, accused of things he didn’t
do, put on trial for things he didn’t say... Paul went through it! But arguably none of that
compared to how deeply this church wounded him. Paul would have good reason to just walk
away. But he isn’t. He is here. Challenging them to live up to who they are. {R$E#{ A EEHE , HHEX
T, BB R, REEH /8 LR, fIsEthREMNER BAthRERNEREMEE.....A
BEETEM!' BeLE, E—UMIRESEHRERMMESEERL, REARSHIER
ER. BfthRE, Mth7ESE, BT ESMmMH.

e | can tell you as a pastor, some of the deepest wounds for me have come from the church.
Paul established at one time that some preach christ out of false motives...that was true then
and that is true now... but the majority of the pastors | know don’t. Theres not alot of glory sitting
in the worst moments of peoples lives... holding people while they are reduced to a puddle of
tears. Holding the hand of someone who is on deaths doorstep. Contending for a marriage that
is falling apart. Sitting in other people’s trauma and working to help them find Jesus, find hope,
and take one step closer to healing each day. ¥F&— 4 480, HAILUEERIR, HEER, — LK
FUEOREHE, RET—EEE, AEANEZEAERHNERMNBE.. . ERIER BE
HE2EK..... ERFBHMRSBUMHBTZER. EAMEGPRERENRZ, L2H5S50%
... EAMGEA SRR AE MM, EZ-—EERCAOMANTF. FSEEERRBR,
$HERAMBIZS, ZAEMMKIIERE KIHE BREELSEL—D,

e He wades into the mess with hopes to Proslambano them- literally come alongside of and
lift out of the mess they are in. Brad talked at length about Proslambano last week, tune in if
you missed it. fth % B EI| FR KB H E R AL HE M P 2R - LR A S, B MEREP LT
%K. Brad LBEEREETRRFMEBRAE, NMREETHETURER LEMNRE.

e | am tempted all the time to disengage... move out of this city, this state, live off the land
someplace and tune out all of the chaos in the world. | think there were moments when Paul
felt this same exact temptation. Because to wade into the mess is hard. You will be



misunderstood, hurt, accused of all sorts of things. The old addage- “wherever you go there
you are” is true. Beyond that, we are called to be in this place faithfully not escape from it. ZTZ &
E-EMABRSIFIAEEIES. . BESERET, SEMN, J—EALEHFALMETEHFRE
ENMAETE, BREERLRHZREAM L ZE—KWEER, RABEERETER—H
RS, MERRE WEE RASESKHNERER. BUZE "BRIFEWE, MEED
2 ZHW, MREMETEEZSE OEEETT, MARkE,

e This leads me to the next thing we have to understand before we dig deeper into the text...
Paul doesn’t just think that these gatherings are for us, but something happens far beyond us,
there's an impact in our communities too. More on that later. EFEH B RN B —H4FE, EHEMEA
TXURT... REFEHELRERAZATHMED MBEEEARMEES, EHEEEHM
MitE, BMEEERARE,

MVMT 2: Divisions, Differences. and the Lord’s Supper (verse 18-26) MVMT 2: #1512 . H[1ER
_FIFRIREE (M ZEIE11:18-26)

18 In the first place, | hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions
among you, and to some extent | believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences
among you to show which of you have God's approval. 18 £—, EITRFMIIRSHEHE |
WU IBIR , BEBHMEXE, 19 ERIMNIPRAFRESNERNE | FUBLEELKAIA
SRR,

e Lets not get too bogged down in the details here. Paul is saying that division and disunity in
the church is bad. He has been saying this for a long time. EZHK M A 7EEEMEEMET, REXE
EERANIEREEIMBIE KEE TN ERRCKEREHE T,

e Have you ever heard, let's make the best out of a bad situation? {R B ;2 BIERBEHMIEE | EREREN
HR TEEMIZTF,
e Difference here is being used to qualify Divisions Z&/F R EEH AR AR S FIREMER,

e In this text, Paul is saying that the divisions have shown us that some are following
Jesus and others are not. 7588, REBER A PIFIEERERKME — L& AEIRFEARER,
ﬁ_‘%A}Vx’;ﬁo

e He would obviously prefer there to be no divisions. That does not mean that he wants
everyone to be the same. That would be a complete misreading of Paul and the next 16
verses. RIABMMEAFT KL FIAE, SETZRMAFLERNRE—4. R TEAI+AREAILUE
HRETETZEBAER,

e But this gives us a clue as to how complex the issue is. FBEMR T HM—LERER, FHMEBIEHGHS
BLEHEEE.

20 So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21 for when
you are eating, some of you go ahead with_your own private suppers. As a result, one
person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22 Don't you have homes to eat and
drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have



nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 23

For | received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night
he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
"This is my body, which is for you; do this in

remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.

11:20 {RIRLMEHR, EXESLIMBE. 11:21 ERNENHE, SAHZE MR EEXA

K. BAEE, 11:22 (RINEZE, BEIKERL . ER2FEI #HHS, WIRSENERTRE,
BRI AT EALRE . TR BRERNIL . BFHE, 11:23 RLEAAARINN, ERENEOZ

. 2T EMR—R, SRR, 11:24 WiFH 7. MEBEF. R, XERNEE, AENS
. (EEESEEFURINYEMET, ANRIEERK, 11:25 /5. BH#EERAR, #H., XK
ERABEMMATIIMNHY . RIONSEBNIHME, BT, ANRIESK. 11:26 RI1EEZX G,
BixHF, BRRBAEMIE., EFIMXK,

e What Paul is doing here is genius, and it takes quite a bit of historical work to really
understand the argument he is constructing. R EEFTMMBELSE, HMEZHB
—EFERMET AR MAEESEREREEN,

e Paul uses 4 cultural constructs to say both- The Gatherings should look a little bit like this
but also this is how you are getting it wrong. {R#EF T FU{E XL 8 &E 2R 3E E W B M 1E A mE-
REEZGER RFFEERXXAMLETEH,

o Saturnalia- a celebration where the socio-economic dynamics were turned upside down.
The poor were treated as equals of the rich (this wasn’t happening at all in the church
gatherings, let alone once a year) R{§¥- —# KL FNERH TLPEER, 835 AHEHGF
REEA—K GERERLEELENHTERED, EAR—F—KT. )

o Associations- weavers guilds, stone masons, etc. Initiation was necessary and opened the
door to belonging. There was a common sharing for each others well being regardless of social
statues. It was a place where a commoner, or low-born person could find honor and dignity (too
much stock put in the social statues, or the abilities of each person and how thay gave them
value in the community or not). HE- flIN#HBERE, EREREE. EEEZEAMER, 248
HRBRREM TR, AKRAFEASRUMWERE, THRFHEAL ERTEIBLHSEHMAE
FRENEZRMA (ERHEMUASEERAZERERN, EFEAAEN, URHUEERS
EEE)

o Symposium- A gathering around philosophical ideas and teachings. Our modern day
equivalent of like a local TED talk. Look at the “wisdom of the wise” earlier in the letter... They
are valuing the wrong things. BFEt & - R AT SHUMBMHARMNERET—ENRE, £EMER
ENRFRFRMLLMBAMAMTEDERE., 2REHESEHEHREIINEEANZTE” (M1 19) ,
HEMMEEHEEERMSEEL,



o Convivium- Essentially a drinking party (sometimes a Symposium would include it). Often
these parties were about pouring out drinks to the gods. They are partying the same way you
would party at a pagan temple. Eg- EELZ2BE (ARSI ECEEE), KREELHE
SLERERG, ENENBAHMBEHRER — K1,

e The Cointhians would have known and even participated in them. In a sense, Paul is
saying... The Gathering of Believers is like Saturnalia in that it is socially leveling, but not once
a year all the time. It’s like an_Association but your initiation is baptism and your welcomed to
the table not because of what you bring to it, but because of what Jesus did. It’s like a
Symposium because we gather to learn and grow to be ike Jesus, but it's unlike one because
it isn’t about hubris and power gained through knowledge but love and humility. It’s like a
Convivium but instead of gluttony and drunkenness in worship to the god’s it's about the bread
and cup of Jesus.

J —:**%)KFQ%%MHL&Z‘E WHAREESMBE—& REZER... GENRSITUE
RHEMRE, TEERERTEN TETR—FFTH— JQOEHEEH;{%T%’:% BEEEHE
EL_LEIXTEEI’]%E**J:E’J R EBD AT B R A RS B, T2 & %4 B AR & 4R AT fig
HE, EHAILEREHRE, BARMARE-ERATEENARGEANE ERXFERE, &
ATZTEBMAMEREONNE MIBEEZNHRE. EHALUBRES, TETEGRHF HRE
MR IR EREE, T2E —EZ RERM SR,

e It is everything that the world promises but it can ONLY be delivered in the Kingdom of God
by the King himself, Jesus. E R EEH R AKMHFEN, AREEHEENEIES, hild
ERER, FREE IR,

e Our world today is proof that we cannot deliver on these ideals... Over and over again. 5§ X149t
RRXEESERAWIAN —MEA, . XRET —RXX—R,

e The Corinthians are gathering like the way their culture gathers, and they are reinforcing the
values of their culture. Paul looks at the ideals of each of those constructs and he
invites them to see the good, but that the good could also ONLY be actualized if Jesus is the
center of it all. M ZEHEMBREMAIFTLH LR —# |, AERCAEIXLrNHE
M, REBREE—EEEES , B&F E’rM%EﬁEEEEEFE’Jﬁ?‘E’Ji&TE BieERRBEREE
REREE— PO EL M AT REAEESUER,

e |F you want your gatherings to do more good in you and in the world, Jesus must be seen
in them. Period. 1 R{RAFEZMMPNREEMMEGPIAEERR LHFHEZEMREF, B
M‘ZEEJ&/& = ZEP*&EEO ﬁle&rﬁkio

Translating Cultural Constructs and Narratives #2:% 3 1L #& & F1 &

e Think about what Paul does here for a minute. To critique the Corinthians’ practice he does
something really brilliant... He is familiar enough with these 4 constructs that he can translate
them in a way that helps him articulate the vision of the Gospel for them.;Z# M8 18R FETEE
TR, thE T TR E ANBUEMRRM T REZMN—HE, MMERATELEXLEE
FEERE, SEGMAILERNEZFELE X LBEREMRBRERENER,



e Let me give you a modern example of this... IR — B IR hR B9 F

e The Gospel in the Disney Story Narratives. Pick a well-known one and I'll see if | can

riff on it. L EETER R P HMES . BE—EARFTEAMMETHER R, EEERETHEHEE
TENEE R,

e These stories all point, in part, to the greatest story ever told. ;E & E4BE — EFRE LIEMA R LK
RIERHIEE,

Like these stories, Paul knows that our gatherings should point to something so much biqqer
than the gatherings themselves. FA{RELHE, REMNEHZMUBREEZIER —Ez
AKEBERMEA,

MVMT 3: The Table points to Everything Else (verse 27-34) = B8 2 FT 5 R #

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For those

who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on
themselves.

30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.
31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come

under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord,

we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat

together. 34 Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, so that when you

meet together it may not result in judgment.

And when | come | will give further directions.

M % Al E 11:27-34

27U, EEwmAA, FRELZEIMES BEIHNHF RMEFTLEHE,. EHMOLT,
BAEEEBCEE, RAERLZEH.BEWR,

WVHAHBANLZE, EFD7HEIEINER UE2ZBECHWET,

J0AL, EMRMPREAFLTESNEERN, E(RXEE) MBI D,
NEMERESHWBED MTERRE,

NEMZENRE, DREREITELR EGRMAMBA-—REFE,



BALUESAM, MARSZHRIE, ERLEFRF,

?4%%&%@& AULERELLZ, AGMMARE BECWME.EGHE, TRHIE
B R,

e Paul seems to have some prophetic insight into this community that we do not have. {&
BHEEARELFER —LAMMEMRRZHMZER, o Please don't try to use this verse

to tell people that they are suffering because of something they are or not doing. FEFZ F
ERREXREFAMEMAZENRERZEAMMRAMARZRAMOSEE.

e Paul is acknowledging that you cannot separate, or bifurcate our spirituality and physicality.
Modern science is beginning to understand this ancient wisdom. There can be physical
consequences to spiritual matters. Thats a whole other teaching for a whole other time. fR £ 7&
RIRTFEREMMELNSEIH. ERABM SR THREETZNE R, EHMEETTEEE
AERIMER BEETERS —EANERMAILEHBHNEE,

e The rest of this passage, not to oversimplify, is about accountability. ;& Eti& X B HthE 2 BN A E
£,

e Paul is saying, when we come face-to-face with the consequences of our actions, it should

be received as loving discipline. It is an invitation to turn away and turn toward Jesus. {R#& i
 BEMEERMTATTRINER, SEFASHNERCREES, E2—E&HE BT

# B 8w ERER

e If you hear this, and you feel something. If it is anything but love it isn’t to voice of God. e

Instead hear these words... S1REEEIEER;, REAZE—LER, MREZRTE 25 894F 10

RiE, MEEBSUT MU MERMN, MM Z, REELEE. ..

“16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” -John 3:16-17

8 E S 3:16-17

16lmZEHEHA EERMOBEFHEMLMA W—UE®HHM, FERT, R
TXE,

MMEAHEMMNE FRE FTE2EEEHAMNE(RE - FHEA, TR, 5
EEUHANRMSF R

Conclusion: Communion + Benediction i

The answer to “More Good than Harm” is a person. His name is Jesus. He is at the very center
of our lives, our meals, and our meetings. When we begin to get this all off, we cease being the
sign of hope to the world around us, and we look just like everything else. “2 & KR BE"HE
ER—EA HNEFEERK, HERMEE., AENRENDPL. ERMFERFREERE 1K,
BMRTBEFHREMAEERAFEMNE R EMEERIGEMH—T 5



When we take the bread and the cup and we remember him it is about realignment of
our lives... as individuals and as a community. & HKMEES A KL SH , ESERN
EFFEHEMANEREE.  FHEAURELHE,

The bread. &%,
The Cup. #F,

The Blessing #i4&.



