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A People in a Place, Week 1: Love and Gratitude
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 Today we are launching a new series called: A People in a Place. SXEANIFBE—THNERT: — Db HR—EEA

» And we are looking at the Apostle Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church. BEATEIEEERE SLAFMHZHENB

(=P

* Now, It’s important to distinguish these writings from other writings in the New Testament. REZEHEE R D HF

REBENFHOTEEBEETLTE.

* \When we read the Gospels, or the book of Acts, we are reading histories that detail the work of Jesus and his

followers. HE( MBS PHSEETEN, BININEHE, 2EPERMMMAVIRMEENSIT,
e |t’s here that we learn the most about the words and work of Jesus. 7@K {1823 7 ER6RAIEFIMMAYSE T,

e But what we ALSO have in the New Testament, are letters, written by apostles, to various churches or groups
of people, who living in distinct places. NBEFAIE, WBEEE, REFERAESEMS, SEHSMAZN,

* Hence the title, “A people in a Place” FEItFHMERER “— @ A —2E A7,

e S0, through these letters, the apostles are helping flesh out the implications of the Gospel and the teachings
of Jesus in a way that makes sense, IN a PARTICULAR context. Bi@ELEE, FRMAEFENSST, BIREE
ENERMEERIOHE,

* Or, you might say it this way — they are practically applying the principles of Jesus, in a particular place. #24)

aaan, R FIAEEERERRIR R B TR IRAIRIL .,

* So, Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church were written to a community that he knew really well. {EiERED 45
SIMZHENEE, BERHA—FMPIFERTHA.

e Corinth was a significant port city in the ancient world. SFMZEHLE—EAEEREO

* [t was well known for being a modern, wealthy, diverse community. *iE2—EREZHMT, —ERKL, B



B, ZITiiy-EgE.
And, It was known for its temples; [EIRF, EEETHIUAEERSHNEBEFMER
» Temples to the pantheon of Greek and Roman gods. , i, &BEHNET

 Paul strategically went there, and he spent a year and a half in the city. ¢ He got to know them. {RZEH BVt
RENSERT, FEEEE —FHA0FHE

e He lived among them. 7EiEE(FE AR
» And he formed a church community there. fifEttBEIIHD
* You can read about all of this in Acts chapter 18. FfIr] U FEFETENE+/\ ZE IR BHIEERERE

» And then, after a while, Paul moved on to start churches in other cities. 7EiE 214, {R%EXFEMAYNHEIIH

o

I8

» But THEN, he started getting reports that things were not going well at all back at the church in Corinth. {B
2, REMHRRBEEIER IS HENTFHER,

e So he writes them. fffIA, fhE{S4A1th 1

e And he instructs them. ZEh{F

* And he corrects them. &l 1E ftb 19

» Because his greatest desire...[& & i AAIFEEE.

e and | want you to catch this... EZHLEIREEHEEIN. ...

e His GREATEST DESIRE is that THEY would live as people who are transformed by the gospel AND, that the
place they lived would be transformed by THEM. & AIIFEE, MESMZHEEI UKEENE, MMREEN
75 th BES A A th P M AR B

» Which pulls the curtain back, and reveals the absolute relevance of this letter on our lives. B & L3R, B (

aEN) SEMRMRIOBBERFIFENEEHREFT.

* Much of the crisis we are seeing in our world is related to what is being revealed in this letter. FHMEIRSHE
BINRZEH, BUNEEEEE EPEEBEMBR.

* See, over the past few years, we’'ve gotten into the habit of trying to frame, or explain the reasons behind the
various problems we see in our world. 7FEI@ARIKFE, TBENEEF, HMENT —EHE, BEAEMETEHLE
EATEIIN S ERERBHIRER,

» But we've made the mistake of defining them in human terms. {BE2HMIL T —EE:R, BABNNEBERERE
9.

* Unfortunately, the crisis that we are seeing are not defined as the news reports them J&IERIE, FHFIFAERINIE

LB HEROARIR L AN 2 FEAE PR BIBRAR

e If you ask people what’s wrong in the world right now, they will say it's: Q1R {REIIREAL S EEEIE, REIER
BERNEE:

*A political problem. ER2BUAREA



 Or an economic problem. #&ERGRE;

* Or a justice issue. A FHEHEIRE;

* A policing issue. 2525 R8

e But | want to make the case that the primary problem is spiritual in nature — that it has to do with the issues of
spiritual vitality and supernatural transformation, similar to what Paul was addressing in Corinth. B2 E:R, £
ENEEEENEE, MERECIMNZMEHNEE—%K, SENBENEa HABEANEE,

 Allow me to critique myself, and my life’s work for a moment. sZEAFHRzT—T, HES, UKRE—ENIE,

e | believe that much of where we are today is the result of the church being transformed by culture, rather than

the church transforming the culture it finds itself in. A AFKMPSKITEBRNILE, EXSZ3FNEBH RN,
= Tt B A S B TS A AR R

e Just like Corinth. FH1&E#M %

e \We are where we are, in large part, because the church has failed to present an accurate and compelling pic—
ture of the new humanity found in the spirituality of Jesus. SKEMEN R, RARELE, BRAEE I ERAHD
IREEXEREMD . < A EARMIIEAE R AR ERERAO B 1t AP BX IR AV A

* And we have simply offered vague platitudes aimed at curbing behaviors, rather than offering the vitality and
life of a supernaturally changed heart. MR BIRMEELM A HERGAIERITH/RE, MABB T ALw, MHEE
EENOATENE S,

e Much like the Corinthians, we find ourselves swimming in a culture of confusion, failing to experience the full—

ness of life in Christ. RIEFMZA, HMEESEEEREMOSEXMAHR, WRBRRIIEEETEGNTE.

e Which is why Paul’s instructions to them are so powerful for us. pTLAfRZE¥ M2 AGRAVE It EE NS
go

* Now, as we begin, let me preface by saying that we are going to walk through these texts a bit differently than
we normally would. EHMFEEI, BERIREAR—T, BAHMEBZESRURELER—IX,

e Evidenced by where we are starting, which is in the middle. {EBEZERY, FEEPIEFEFHIEE.

* If you have a Bible, I'd like you to turn to one of the most famous chapters in the entire Bible, 1 Corinthians 13.
MRMPBREN, FIEBAEEPEERNRE, SIMZRIEHEI18E,

* | know you’re probably waiting for the wedding party to come down the aisle, because it seems like the only
time anyone reads this any more is at weddings. IZE{RA] g RAEBERN B EALENIZ, BEEESTFERR
BrrsaEE FEER,

=

* But | don’t believe Paul ever intended this for weddings, or to be applied to marriage. AIHEA AR AREDEEE

RISISRAN, WEZRRIBEWRY.
* He was writing to people, in a place. 2B E=4AE—EMF—EE A,
e Let’s look at verse 1: ERFIEFE—E,

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2
And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as
to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. 3 If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body
to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing.



4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge,
it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial
will pass away. 11 When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When
| became a man, | gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now |

know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | have been fully known. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is love.

SMZH1E13:1-13

1 REERBEANAS. EXENES. ANBE. BHATIRAE. E00i—A8. 2 REFTMBEZE. WIARE

AR, SENANE. MAE2ENE. KRB, fhBE. BMEAFERE. 3 HEFMBENIABEA. X
BOBIMARE, AlREE. MARKELD, 4 BREAZRM. XERE. BEEAHKIF. BEE2TERE. TFRIE. 5 ~F
EENE. FRECHRERE. TESZER. THEANE. 6 1EBIfE. REBEHE. 7 }'L$EJ.{§ NEBE. S
ME. NEZRM., 8 BRAKAFLE. FTHMBEZEE., BURNER. MASZE. KuMEIlE, MBEDLLLENRESR., 9

HMIREMAERNABR. SAFAENtERR. 10 FHREHIKE. EFRMLENRER T . 11 HEZ TR, 5555

G#&xF. LDEGEF. ERGHF. BERTA. MIBRFHNEERT. 12 BMNSHHHZRFEE. EHAE. 2
B, MEEHET. RWSAMENER. ZIFEBMEE. MREEMEHK 1%, 13 MSEFNEE. BE. 8. &
=t&. HPmANEE.

 So what did we just read? What is this? FBEIHFIMIERIZHE? 2ENMTENIE?

 What Paul gives us here are: {RESHRIEMINE:

The marks of a supernaturally changed heart. B ZEiFE4B80.089EDEC

» And there’s a distinction between a life that is changed, and a life that is simply restrained. —{E4& & R4 ap Al
—EREEFERENEmEE BN,

 Most of us know how to restrain a life. KZEAHIEEERBE,
* We get in trouble... FfIILEE T

» We get scared... HFI#WHzIT - - -

» We get a glimpse of consequences... HfiRE(hsT—LEBIBENER - -
» And we change. Or so we call it. ;EREMENE, FERMNEE.

 But then, when the circumstances change, we go right back to where we started. A2, @FEREBEENLT,

(BDSS={CIE= = el

* Human change, without supernatural intervention is like squashing a rubber ball. AZE, ERBEENNMA,

MGIER—ERE K,
* You can squeeze it. {RE]IEBEE,
e You can crush it. {RAIAERTE.

* But as soon as you release the pressure, it springs back to its original shape and size. FI{R—ERHATE, i

VRAE BRIR R BIFZARFI AN

e It wasn’t actually changed. HEE BB NE



* What Paul is contending for among these people is a supernaturally transformed heart and life. fREETEIELEA

EPRENE—EREZEEN 0L,

* Which is critical to who we are becoming as a church and as followers of Jesus. =¥IE:I% BB ERAYPIFERIME
NS EEEEEN.

* If you’ve been here for any length of time you’ve heard me, you’ve heard our team, talk about transforming our

city. MIRMEBASHERFET, REXVSHMEFUNNBEENG, RENERMA—ERECEFIRET.

* Being for our city. AAFAPIHHHI—

* Seeing its institutions and organizations flourish. B2 ERHEEFASZEE,

* Seeing neighborhoods and schools impacted by the message of Jesus. & Z|BRERAVEEER EH I B2,
* Seeing problems solved and justice delivered. BRI BRIEIAR, AHBEHE,

* And, we want to see the body of Christ grow in our city. THH, FKfFEEIEEENGEERMOBTRESD
At

* But if we don’t experience supernatural transformation, then none of those things will happen. {BulRE AL

FREREETES| TR E, B RHAEHL.,
* | take that back. FKIXEIFKEIFRAVEE.,
* You can grow church numerically, without supernatural change. R BBEENEE, RN UEEHNZNHSE,
* You can gather a crowd. {RtBR]IARE—ELA,
e But if it lacks supernatural change, that crowd will never be a real church.
B2ERENNE, IPHEATSEELENHAE.
 And it will never impact the place it’s in. Bt AR LEIFRENREE,
e And THAT is why we are looking at this passage. EMEAHERMAEREEEE

e Because what Paul is contending for, these people in THAT place, is what WE are contending for, as people

living in THIS place. E&REXEIMEMFELAMRIER, BEIFIBEEERTEENAFREN,

e But | want you to notice something. FEE{RELRTER—24,

e | want you to notice how Paul begins. EX BN EREFRBNAR.

* See what he does here: fBFAER,

1 Corinthians 13:1-2

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2

And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as
to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing.

FHZEE3:1-2

1 BEERBANAS. EXRENEE. ANREE. AWM TIGHNE. ErR—iR, 2 WERKNBEZLE. HAES
REVEME, FERNAE. MEAR2HEE. WKENRBIL. MFE. HMETFEE.



* Now, what is he doing? fthfEsR{TEE?

* Well, he’s starting by describing what a supernaturally changed heart IS NOT. #fi—Fdg, oAV — (B2 EE
ZHOEERTEREEN.,

* And | want you to notice what he says here. FB T B 7 E1EIREIM,

* You can speak with tongues. RAIAER A= .

* You can have prophetic powers. {Re]AREFIMENTES .,

* You can have incredible teaching. fREIINES ASIRAVGEE,

e But that doesn’t equate to a changed heart. {BIRESARERRBE—EEREATN,

* In other words, you can have the biggest, the hippest, or the most successful looking church, and still be un—

transformed. #—REANAME, REIURABRERARN, &MEN, RAIINHE, ERREWEE,
* You can be trending, and it doesn’t mean a thing. fRe] LTRSS, (BEE2EES.,
* See, the Corinthian church was filled with talented, gifted people. FIR, SMZHEHFHZHBITEE, EENA,

« Corinth was this urban cultural center and there were talented and ambitious people everywhere. SFMZIHEX

ey, BREERBENEERIA,
e So when the church started, it started with these folks in it. B EYIALIRHE, RIS ALBEN.

* So the church at Corinth has smart, wealthy, talented people, and that’s what Paul is pointing to. PTLASIMZ 2L
ZEHZEAEN, 681, BEHHNA, MRENSEEERHRIELA,

* He says, you can HAVE all that. fttz8, {Re] AR A& IR EIRIEE
e But. If you don’t have L O V E, it doesn’t matter. 1B, WNRRLFEREE, 2EH,

* If the fundamental operating system of your heart hasn’t been supernaturally changed; 1SRRI A EBLEAVIRIER
SR BN EN S S

* If the core of your being isn’t operating out of love; MIRARAIIMZFIREREE,

* [t’s all worthless. {REfIT—LI&RRBEE.

* He’s saying, you can be really good looking Christians; {RZ&:RHI2, RA AR FEIROEERE,

* You can have a very successful looking church. RA] ATE—1{EI R IHRYEN S48,

* All the great teaching. B RIFRIEE,

* All the great worship. #ERIFRIGFE,

 Programs coming out of your ears. B RIFHIIEEEE,

e But if there isn’t a supernatural transformation, then it's empty. B8 BB EEEE, BLHIETHK,
» Now, Paul isn’t against talented bright people. EERBAEREESE, BEENA,

* He’s not against the gifts he just mentioned. fth 2 & EMIZZIAELBEZEBEMA,



* Right before this in chapter 12, he encourages them to pursue the gifts. FiE T =E Z7BINE T+ %, tSsHEIA
MIEREENEE,

e “BUT!” He says, “Do not mistake talent and gifts for truth and grace.” “B2”, fbi, “TERIEAFEFEEEE
SERENRHA, ~

» Then he goes on to verse 3. SRAEMHEERE =50,
e Look at it again with me: HFIEE—IE.

1 Corinthians 13:3
If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing.

S SZEE13:3

3 BESMANABEEA. XIEBECEWARE., sIREE. NAHEKER,

e Here’s a person who is being so generous they’ve essentially taken a vow of poverty. E#232%I T —EIEF R
A, BOREEEA, ERER,

» And they are SO committed to their faith, that they’d die for it. They'd be burned at the stake. MBEFIFEE By
PRAEFIROEID, ZFERE . BMER AR,

* But if they don’t have love, they don’t have anything. BIIRMFHREE, tMEREMLBEEAIES.
* Well, doesn’t Paul believe we should be generous? Of course he does. BREMRZEAAIFIEZIFIRNE? H94,

 Doesn’t Paul believe we should be committed to our faith. Yes, again. Of course. {RZE:RAFKFIEZ OIS
NE? =R

EH 7o

» But what he’s saying is that you can be these things; you can be so committed to your faith that you’d DIE for
it, but if you don’t have love, you completely missed the point. {RZERAVE, RPIAMOIELES, {Re]ABOREINE
ZEFERE, BURMOPERE, MEERETHELESNESR.

» He's showing us a virtuous person. fti&sk 7 B —EEESEAIA,

o —

* He talked about talent in verses 1 and 2, and now he’s talking about virtue. fh#E5s—f5E _&izkRIEES, IREMD
N Kk miE,

e A moral person. —EHBEZHIA

* A good person who is committed to social justice and dedicated to their faith. —{EFRHRAEE AR, BREM

B9aF A
e And he’s warning them. M IEIREE M,

* See, all great philosophers, including those respected at this time, had virtues. FIEHEE%R, SIFIREERES
0, #BE=ERE.

* For example, Aristotle had his cardinal virtues: 4, Tz ZEAMAYEAREE:
* Prudence #1E&

e Temperance E&fifl

e Courage BER

e Justice NF

e And then he had about 8 others he’d add on. TEEEAREE 78R, BEAHM/\FEEE,



* And what are virtues? ZE{EZEIE?

* Essentially they are morals. <& I 2i&71&,

» We are talking about morality. FfIZEXEEZNEBE.

» And here’s Paul saying, “You can be incredibly moral. And you can be completely dedicated to what you be—
lieve. And still not have a supernaturally transformed heart.” ii@ﬁ?‘ésﬁ R RIEEBEEZNA, R TUE
T E RN RIRPMENN ., BE{hEE I BeRAY IR B K8 B AR,

e In fact, | love what he says in verse 1. B8 L, RESEMESE—EIFTRN.

e In verse one he says that my life, lived with all virtue and morality, with all my talents and gifts, is, and | quote:

EE—8, RER, HNRWMEEEETERENEDRE GIRUT) -
“a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” “ISH93E. £LH98E—Rg”

» Now, we read this in our culture, and we see or hear only half of what he’s saying. S0 FEFHEE PRI ZK:E
B8, BPIRERSEEEIMMATRI—,

 Noisy gong? Clanging cymbal? That sounds annoying, and it is. IB8Y#E? Z£r95k? SEERKEBELEAN, tHiE
B,

e But it goes deeper than that. {BZELEEER.

* Remember earlier that | mentioned Corinth being a religious center, with of these temples or cathedrals to the
Greek and Roman gods? ERLEHRIISMZE—EZRAPL ., WMEERZHAESANZESHRNEBE.

* Well, one of the marks of the worship of those gods was the processional. SFEALE A —EIEE 2 — i 2t
1T

* After you'd gone into the temple, you would come out, and enter a procession. 7E{REN—1ERER, KL KAIAF
REIN—EBET,

* You would march around the city. {REEEE I THIBT,

e You'd dress up in your finest clothes. {REZFRIFHIRR.

* AND there was always GONGS and CYMBALS. M BifE2 225 &k,

» And the purpose was to get the attention of the god or gods. BHIEEFEIREHSTE,

e To say to the gods ‘look at how we honor you! Look at how we worship you! Listen to our prayers!” ¥}t

#, "BRABGERR! BRABKIFHR! BRANES! 7

» And the bystanders would see this. ZEMAEEZIE—],

 So what Paul is saying is this. FfARBIEIEFEERITEE?

* You can use your talents for God. {RB]IAZ{ERIRASA BE,

* You can serve and use your gifts. {RB] LAF/RAOKERZEARE

 And you can be generous and dedicated. {RtA] AR B L0,

* But if you haven’t been transformed by grace, and it isn’t rooted in LOVE, then it’s JUST. Like. The GONG. 1B
MRIRBZBEWANEEEBE RATTHAZIRERE, BE—UIMREBHIEE.



e It’s just like the clanging symbol. £#9%k,

* Which is another way of saying, “It’s just empty, annoying religion aimed at getting God’s, and quite frankly
other’s, approval.” tHF 2, “BEHEZTEH, EANTHAEEZSEIMIFIANES

e And It’s all about you. 15—t R 2RANRIR,

 And therein lies the irony — doing all of these things is another form of self-centeredness. &2 AR AYth

F—HME—NERZEEF ONSIERER.
e Sure, it looks self-sacrificial, on the outside. 28, EXELERFKGEERH M.

* But if on the inside its not rooted in love, then it’s actually just about you. (B2, WRNELAESRENRE, s
HEREZBFMRES.

FEN

* If you're doing this because you want to be considered a good Christian. 21 R{RHIELE 2 R AIRBH A A E—1E
FEBE, e You want want be known as a moral person. {RiBHEEAZ—EBEEHIA,

» Or maybe you don’t want God to be angry with you. (&, R EEHERESR.
* Or you just want others to be pleased with you. %, RREEERIAZZEUR,
e [t’s not love, and it’s all about you. E&ATEE, HEE—EHEENRNRECME.

* So | keep saying this, LOVE LOVE LOVE. FiAF—EREE, & & &,

\]

» And maybe you say, “But what is LOVE, really?” HEHRE:R, “BERSZ(TERE? 7

e |t’s pretty simple. ERFHE,

* Self-centeredness says me first. BEF/OMEE S RAEE—L,

e Love says you first. EIEEHES —1L,

* Self centeredness says, my needs are more important so I'll trample on yours. BEH0ERNE, FNEELLR
EEHEE, FRUAFRNEEEIRR « Love says, your needs are more important so I'll sacrifice mine. ZiiH0E, 1RAY

EEFEEFUBREHIN,

* See, external morality, without a supernaturally transformed heart is like a house of cards. /R&, JMEAIIELE,
WRLZEBEAE NN OMBHEEZE X, * Eventually it comes crashing down. &RZEEZEIE.

* See, that’s what Paul is saying in verse 4, when he starts with the Love is patient, love is kind, love does not
envy or boast, what he’s REALLY doing is talking about all of things they AR E N ‘ T. {REBIEE4AETRATHA, =
ERARM. XBERZE. BEAEF. BEEAEHE. TRIE, MMAERN—DEEMMMAZ/ 260,

e If it’s not love, then: NRAZIRIBERE, FREE:

 Eventually you become impatient. S IREELEMILN,

* You become abrasive to those who don’t agree with you. IRE R~ E R NEFILERNE 2RI,

* You get jealous when things don’t turn out your way. SIERIBEE /R BIR B AR,

* You'll become crabby. f{RE&EHREEE,

 Resentment will rise up inside of you. #BIEEE(RIEEmFA T,



* You'll stop believing the best in people. {R&{EIHEE AIBENE.,
* You'll even stop wanting the best for people. IREZEBB#HEAFESRIFN.,

* So the question is, “How do we get a supernaturally transformed heart?” FrIA, FIER, “HfIEETEE—E
A8 B AREROIE?

» Don’t mistake active ministry for it. NEAFERNE T ] UEE.,
» Don’t mistake moral virtues for it. AEUAZEZETUEBKE.,

* But what is it? 38, E=RTEIE?

* Well, It's LOVE. ERE,

e A supernaturally formed heart doesn’t FEEL love. It is — LOVE. —RE#iEBEARZEENOLIAEREEIE, B,
&,

e Let me explain. EHRAERE,

* And here’s what Paul is doing when he gets to verse 4. 1E2IRBESEAETFNRAY,

e It looks like he’s describing love. BRRMIFEETIHAE,

e Love is patient. BEE2EARM. XBERZ. EESAEE. BEETERE. T5RIT

e Love is kind; B2EZ,

* love does not envy or boast; EZ UK.

e It is not arrogant or rude. B2 AREE. FRMF

e It does not insist on its own way; BEERNMEEENE. TRECHRE.

e it is not irritable or resentful; BRI ERR. THEANE.

* it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. ERAEERE. REEHEIE.

* Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. ENE 8%, NEHBE, NEHE,
};l.}%;juj/\mjrjo

» And the way this is usually understood, and the way this is usually preached, is like this: & F 1E{EREEKIERR

A HE -

* It’s not good enough to be talented. BA BEERLILT,

e It’s not good enough to be generous. A AIEBLEHLTF,
* It’s not good enough to be virtuous. BEBEERHLF,

e It’s not good enough to be dedicated. HBOETEBEARHLT,
e You ALSO have to be loving. 1RIEZEE,

 But | want you to see something. B2HIEEIRE R —LERI,

 Paul doesn’t say love ‘consists’ of patience. RBENZEREZIHR BT,



» He’s not actually describing an abstract principle at all here. fEEETE N EEHA—EHRNRE,

¥

* He's not saying, “If you want to be loving, then you better be patient.” fiRE7:R, “NRIMEBEBEZAEMN,
REEZEABMBI, e He doens’t say that. BEREIAZIEE.

e He says “LOVE IS”. ftzR“EE",
e He PERSONIFIES Love. fBiBZ# AL,

e Love IS patient. B2 R,

e |t sounds as if he’s describing a person. BBz EEHIA—EA,
e Love hopes. B EE,

e Love protects. B{R:E,

* Love trusts. EiE(z,

* We say things, like, “Well, what he really means is that IF you want to be loving, THEN you do these things.”
HMBEESR, FRETCEENEERURMEBERMEN, IRREMELSE, 7

 But that’s not what he says. B2, IA2RERA,

* Paul is depicting love as a person. {REEEIEERIRE—EA,
e Love is personified. BEE—EA,

 And there are two reasons he’s doing it. fbiEtxAEMERE,

e The first is that he depicts this as a person because it’s the only way that love will ever come into your life.
EEHAE—EANE—(EREEIEE——EESMENRESNAR.

* Nobody learns to love by trying. 8B AE2ZE2BEBERM,

* Do you realize that? {RERBEAE?

* You only learn to love because some picks you up and loves you. {REEEBRAF AE/
 That’s how you learn to love. EZ2{REEREEEM,

* You learn to love, by being loved, by being shown, by others. [REEE, ZEBHEE, SBBIAERNE,

e THAT is why John Mayer says, “Father’s be good to your daughters.” 182 A& tEJohn Mayersit, “R¥RM, 1737
¥R 5, ~ ¢ Because Love is an active force, not a passive set of principles RAZEE—EEXE/N
=2, FTE2—ERFNEREEA,

Unless you’ve met love in the form of a person, you will never be loving as a person. BRIE{RBEIZE U —EAN

A RE, ZRAURTFATRERA—ERZRMIA.

* Before love is something you do, it has to be someone you've met. EEZIRNITAZE], BN EERIEEIN—E
Ao

* Are you with me? {REFEIF?



» And if you haven’t met someone who has filled the deepest part of your heart with love — so deep that you are
sure of that love — then everything you do, every good thing, every charitable thing, every moral thing you do, you
do, trying to fill that void. WIRRE=2E1EE—E AR NONEREER 72— 2 AU ERIREIBETEE
(5 Z— , —UIEEET, —ERENES, HREASR TEPBETER,

» And that’s the first reason Paul personifies Love. EMERBIEEEAAE—EANE—EREH,
* But why else does he? {Big G EBINRENE?

» And even more importantly, where do we experience that kind of love? BEEEHNE, HFATEIMELEIMRNE
0

» Well, let’s go back to what he says. EHMEIZEMERA,

* He says, “Love always proteots always hopes, always perseveres, and never fails.” e Again, it’s personified. 1
_ﬁ &7}( __j—llxy *E \t35E> ER?T, 7]<;f:_u:/|_: o

o Why? o BfHEE?

» Because he’s not telling us what we need to DO, he’s telling us what we need to RECEIVE. ¢ FA12H5 SR
MEEME, MeERRMRTEREZMTE.

e You need a love that always protects, always hopes, always perseveres, and never fails. ¢ He’s reminding us of
this. MMBB—IEKRFE. KIWHL. KREF. KNLENE, o MERERMAE—H.

* But where are we going to get that? {BERMIEIHESITIR?

e From our parents? HKBEH IR

* I’'m a parent. Can | just tell you, parents are flawed people. FKEXE., FHRAEESHFIE, RKEBEHEMBBHIA,
e They won’t always do all of these things. sl {Fi N4 2 MSHIFTBEELEE.

 From our spouse? EFIIEE?

e They are made of up of the same material. {FiEHEREIAOA R ERLAL,

e From our kids? tFPIRZLTAE?

» We will smother them. F & BESM I A BRI,

* We need a love that will always protect, and always hope, and always persevere, and never fails. o HfIHEE—
KRR, KHE, KERF. KALEENE

¢ We need that kind of love to fill us.
e To transform our hearts. FPIEEIFEE R 7T MmN,
o BEEIRMIAIL,

* So that when WE move out into the world, we can be the kind of people who operate in that same way. FTLASE

BATENSEM RN, IR AR A B ER S VEERI A,
* But who can give you that kind of love? {BEEBE4ATRERIIEIE?

* | have to believe this is what Paul is pointing to by personifying this. {EzEEE4RTRIBIRAVENE?



* Verse four, where he says, “Love is patient” he uses the Greek word:

“Makrothymos” » ZPUER, iR “BREARM", tER T HMEE: “Makrothymos”

 Which is the Greek word for long-suffering. EEFEETRIASENER,

e | can’t fathom that when Paul uses the word Markrothymos he isn’t thinking of the one who was long-suffering
on our behalf. The one who says, “My God My God WHY hast thou forsaken me?” &E{RZ&z{iMarkrothymos (5
niEm ST B, hARRETNEERIMEARMRBAZENA, BBMER: “BHLT, BNLES, RATERER?

e | can’t fathom that when Paul says, “Love keeps no record of wrongs” he isn’t thinking of the one who on the
cross said, “Father forgive them...” E{RéER: "Bkt B, MATERNSEBIEETFRLER: "R, &K
FAth...... "B

e When he said, “Love never fails?” EffiR: “EXALER? 7

* Paul was a brilliant man. e {RZEZ2—E7 Ef@ReIA,

* He knew human love would fail. BA1IE ABREEIEF,

* There’s only ONE love that would never fail, and that was Jesus. ¢« RE—EZEEKAIEER, B 2ERER,

* Paul personifies LOVE because he’s pointing to Jesus and the love that experience in him. RZEiGE# AN,
A IEERIRA RIS LEERREINE,

* And here’s what he’s saying to them, and, what he’s saying to us. ERMEMEMMERAVEE, DANMME IR
BN

daxd

* If you will read verses 4-8 as the love you have received, it will supernaturally change your heart. #1R{RAFEE
4-8 ENEMFIRATSEIRNERE, EEiEB B AMEMIRRIO .

» And if you supernaturally change your heart, then you offer a love, like the love you have received. WRIREBE

RIEBAIRI0, RS H—EE, MEIREENE— K.

* If you're struggling to love...if you find yourself impatient, unkind, bitter, jealous, abrasive and crabby, there’s a
good chance it’s because you’ve not received the love of Jesus. WNRRIEEENEE..... NRIREBIBESAGIIE.
ARE. TR WP, HENRE, REUSRERAMRBEIEHRNE,

» And if you're exploring Christianity, | hope you realize, this isn’t about becoming more moral. It's about become
more loved. MRIFEERRZEEY, BHAENREHLI, EMEATESENEEE, MeESEZHHE (B2ihix
2E)

e Amen? [IF5?

Benediction fi{E

People in a place... —fEithFRI—BEA......

Not gifts, talent, generosity, or dedication, 2K, 7 8E. RIBIEL,
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But may you be known by love, because you have received love. BEE{RAHE, HA1



