Christmas Eve Service
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* At the HEART of the Christmas story, there is SURPRISE. fEEIEWERNH L, BEE=.

e Surprises that have lasting impact on who we are, and what we believe, and how we understand
who we are, and who God is.

EEHINMEE, HMBEHE, RMNFTERRPIHEURGSHEAGRFIALE.

* So I want to take some time, this Christmas Eve, to talk about three of the biggest surprises of Christ-
MosEFE R R AN = BB =



John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

IA¥BE, BRMEE, EREH. 28EAVERMELE. SBYRHEZMEN; NBEN, REBRTEHES
fiERy. 4EREMRBE, BEFHIANN .

* In the Greek language, the word, for ‘word’ is the word “LOGOS
EHEET, “word” —z:AZ “Logos” —zde

* From a Jewish point of view, the logos would have been understood like, “the divine wisdom of
God” M AANBERE, LogostiiRfgr “ LM MEER"

* They would have called it the word of God.

* The Torah, or law of God, was the Logos of God.

e “The Word” is what brought the world into being;
* For them, God’ sword ordered all that is.

e From a Greek point of view, it F N AEKRE,

* The Greek philosophers used Logos to describe the spoken word but, they also used this word to
describe the unspoken word, the words still in our mind, this thing we call ‘reason’ . FERTERE

A7 Logos” A OMEREE, B2, MFIBEMLogoss ki~ = i) T4, L_E—l‘,%ﬁ’E%T?ﬂF‘iE’]Hilt
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John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

MBBEE4ERTAS, FERMPE, ZRWHERAFTEE. RMERBMAKSE, EERXBETFIIR

* He says the WORD, became FLESH. £983=REmR T A S

* two common words for body, or flesh, in the Greek language. EHKETR, MERNTEASEKAERN
% P

eSoma: clean, nice, Soma: &%, &4

e Johnsays, “The LOGOS, became SARX.” #JegsR: “Logospif 7 SARX”

e Sarx is a crude term. SarxE—EHEER FAEE.

e Sarx is a crass way of referring to the body. Sarx2—iEIZ & & )T @R H
e |’ searthy. Its gritty and human Bihg /), 28 - BAD



* why did he choose SARX and not SOMA? {th & EFEESARXI AREZSOMA?
» God is comfortable with messiness. With Sarx 75 %88l FB R .
* God isin the realm of awkward.
o FFFIBAM R BN AER R
* Godisin realm of brokenness, and life, and scars, and pain.
s EIBRMBEIKREE, £, BRIEENERER.
* God isin the realm of dysfunctional families, and messed up lives.
s bFFIBRAMEE A TR R TN R ESEL -/ \FERNAEE.
* God, moves, TOW AR D, sarx.
* FFEHEISARX,

* Logos Becomes Sarx and made his DWELLING among us.

eLogospAESarx, It FEFEFH IR

¢ The incarnation, the birth of Jesus, this moment in this little town of Bethlehem - the Word becomes
Sarx. 1tt%|, ERERpYEEAFEAFIEE@E/NE L, E—Z-ERASARX.

* GOD, COMING to us. k75, REIFHFIHRHE

* it” s notjust the fact that he comes that is surprising, but also, the MANNER IN WHICH he comes. A~
ERMARMEESNES, MEMKRNEABRS AEZ.

Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judeq, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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* This God comes quietly, humbly, in a manger. There is a surprise at the heart of the Christmas story.
BN EFEBEE N EHREMR, EREFHENZLSAET-

* God sets out to save the world and he doesn’ t do it like we would do it. * FfFEZ&FHREt5R, BEftg
BRATMN T EEZR

* This God does it quietly. He is born in the manger <51 _EE R iFHhpE 4 EE#E,

* He’ sborn to the shameful: A couple, recently married, but with a controversial pregnancy hanging
over theirstory. «fiERELETIOA: —HBIAENRE, EREESZERTN T FH.

* We can feel God, bends into the weakness as we read the story. EFFEAN T EES



* He becomes the lowly. i EEERA

he came ininfancy, il BRI AZRE 2R 2

* He doesn’ trescue us from above, reaching down to lift us up.

IR EIER ERFIRA, Mk ERFHREIM.

* He sneaks into the trenches beside us, and fights his way out with us.

o B A IR 5 55 BB R R I I BB

* The real Christmas shines in the darkest of places. B IF fJ Bt &5 7 i R f9Hh 5 2 4 e s

¢ And the ONLY conclusion we are left to draw is that THIS. GOD. LOVES. US. FfME—rl LB B45:m5E0
= M, B, R

e But, the greatest surprise may not be the fact that he arrived, or the manner in which he arrived,
but in the reality that this God who entered space and time - STILL DOES.

B, RAMEEARAEMET, SthFEMNSGX, MEBEMEAN TR ENHKRRAEFE

John 1:9-12

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his
own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God:--

NEEZIMAREX, BRE—AAEH EA. 10fElER, #HFREEFESMIERN, HRARERHM. 11102
BEmHIik, BSMABRERSM. 128 EFhN, sREMaNA, haBttfERERNREZ.

 Jesus referred to himself as the light of the world. BR&ffEE 2 AR 25

* The light. 3

* Entering the darkness. # A\ 2ES

* And that light, still shines. 3t B, /&A%

* That light, continues to illuminate the darkest of places. St#4ER= & BN

* He is not the perpetual infant son of God. ERFAREKIE _ FFHNEZ.

e That’ s how the story began. Butit’ snot how it ended. EE2&HE/MEG, BEARLEF

* He tore the night apart fthE 7%z 45 B

* He ripped the skies in half. {30 7 2= #7512

* He broke through the dark. fthz=# 7 BS

* He turned the universe upside down. g & EEFE 7k

* Light has come into the darkness of night. REFEERRF, XD EIEAN



Matthew 1:23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  (which
means, God with us).

BABEE B BEELREZEF, NEBHNBZRUASRF

e thisisn’ t a God who simply did something in the PAST.

e He’ sthe God whois WITHUS inthe PRESENT. EREREBEMIBHEN M.
BRI PIEEMN L.

* He still comes to us. fth{/3%A 3k F 1M

* He continues to join us. fth#&4& 10 A\ 1M

* The light of the world, into the darkest of nights. 52> 3%¢, EANRZRERENKE

* He comes, humbly. fth&k &2 th sk

* He comes, quietly. fthZEFHhaZ|

¢ And he illuminates the dark places, the darkest moments, of our lives. He gives us the ability to walk
inthe night. 8= T HRFEFEHRBENMTT, HBEMNEZ. -fthFERFPEMARBITE,



