Are You Listening?
Series: Prayers, Week One
Steve Mitchell
January 4th, 2025
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MVMNT I: Intro

When was the last time someone listened to you?

| mean, really listened with their whole being?

You could tell by the attentiveness of their body language and eye contact...
...that they were there, with you, really there, present in that moment.
No interruptions. No phone. Just you.

And what you wanted to share was all that mattered to them.

One of the most profound truths in all Scripture is that God...

...the Creator of the universe...

...the One ultimately revealed in Jesus Christ...

...is that kind of listener.

AND...

He not only listens. He cares deeply for you.
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As we begin our series on prayer today, we're going to share a lot about its practice.
We’re going to look at what prayer is, and what it isn’t.

How prayer addresses the demands and pressures of contemporary life.

We’re also going to give you practical insights that will help you pray.

However, if there’s only one idea that you take away from this series, let it be this:
Prayer is about being in God’s Presence more than anything else.



It's about how God invites us into His Presence.

So, let’'s explore how God listens to us,...
...empathizes with us,...

and invites us to trust Him with our cares...

In a way that ultimately leads to communion with Him.
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MVMNT I: The God Who Is Nearby Hears Our CryJ| &= 0fl CHSt &7 Al &

Scripture:
Psalm 34:17-18
The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
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Key Points:
David wrote this about a desperate situation (note 34’s prescription + v1)
God’s attentiveness to the “righteous” BIG concept here!!!
God listens to the cries of His people with compassion and intent to act.
God’s proximity: He is close to the brokenhearted, not far off.
God’s deliverance: His hearing isn’t passive; He actively works to bring rescue
and restoration.
Story: Celine feeling heard...instilled by family; place, even a mobile place...
Application: Cry out to God in times of need, knowing He is always near and ready to
respond.
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Scripture:
1 Peter 5:7
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
e Key Points:
o God doesn’t want us to carry our anxieties alone.
o His care for us is not conditional but rooted in His unchanging nature, His love for
us.
Romans 8:38-39
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
o Casting our cares is an act of “faith:” trust, surrender, and allegiance.

e Story: Confronted by Mark; confession/repentance: my initial instinct to self-justify -
relational pressure builds/fractures; then surrender, confession, relief, and restoration.

e What burdens are you holding onto today? What’s holding you back from casting them
on Jesus, from surrendering that bag of rocks you carry around? Put it down, already.
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MVMNT lll: The God Who Created Us Knows Us2 2| E & X 6t4l GtLIE 2 R2IE Ota LI
e Scripture:
Psalm 139:4
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.
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e Key Points:
o God knows all our thoughts, words, and needs even before we express them.
This would be horrific if not for His love and trustworthiness
o God’s intimate understanding: His care stems from perfect knowledge of who
we are.
o God’s patient invitation to commune with Him: Even though He already
knows, He still desires that we speak with Him.
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e Story: “I don't feel Him” at lunch + “air pressure” illustration

No one knows my wife, Anita, as | do.
Some know her very very well, but not like | do.
Because of that exclusivity,
| can offer them insights about who she is that they otherwise wouldn’t have.
And, that's RIGHT. That's good. That’s the way God designed it.

Intimacy with God is similar, especially if you struggle with feeling God...
...sensing His Presence and care for you.

You may have to lean on others who know God in ways that you don't.
You may have to lean on their “faith,” if you will.
Maybe you’re one of those who enter God’s Presence in prayer...

not because you feel it,

...but because you trust the testimony of someone who does.
Someone like a good friend, a pastor, or a family member...
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And it's okay to do that. God knows you. He made you the way you are.
He knows what you need — what support and pathways — to draw near to Him.

We can never surprise God. He’s never shocked by us.
So, prayer is not about transferring information to HIm. It’s about cultivating relational intimacy in
His Presence.
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MVMNT V: Concluding Encouragement + Summary
e God is always ready to hear from you; His care is constant and unwavering.
e Prioritize time spent with HiIm, making daily prayer part of your regular rhythm.
e Here’s how:
o Create a place: Scripture’s emphasis on incarnate communion: Haggai,
Zechariah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Exodus (even a portable place, like Celine)
Discover a time: your rhythm Pierre Ouellete “golden time”
Make it a conversation: with God, because that’s what it is
Still at a loss? Pray the Psalms: model convo resource
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MVMNT V: Communion and Presence Response
As we've seen, God hears, cares, and knows us completely.
The ultimate evidence of His care is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ,...
...who defeated sin and death on the Cross.
He did that on our behalf, taking those burdens from us...
...and cleansing us — making us right with God: the “righteous” heard ones (Ps 34).

e Reflection
Let’s not hurry through this moment.
Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to meet us here, and share a brief silence.
If you want to, and you’re ready, cast your burdens on God in prayer, right now.

Take a moment to thank God for drawing near and hearing you...
...and for the sacrifice of Jesus on your behalf.

e Invitation
Maybe this is your first time doing that, appropriating God’s loving work on your behalf
through Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross: His death and resurrection.
If that’s you; If you’ve never before said to Jesus, “I believe you. Receive me into your
Kingdom,” you can do that today. Now.
If you do, and you mean it, He will be faithful to welcome you as one of His own.



e Participation
Scripture
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
For I received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the
night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
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Benediction: May you always trust the God who listens as you seek His Presence. May you
rely on His trustworthiness to make and keep you as His righteous ones.

May we be people who continually praise Him, cry out in humility, and trust in His provision.
And, may our lives testify to God’s nearness and care. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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