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Good morning Everyone! What a full Sunday and what a full past couple of weeks we've had
here at B4! If you're new here, my name is Jamie Lilley. I'm one of the pastors on our adult
ministry team. I'll let you know a little later some of the ministries | get to be a part of, but for now
you need to know we are making our way through the book of Colossians. Can we jump right in
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Colossians 2:16-23(NIV)

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that
were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false
humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail
about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19
They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
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20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you
still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not
touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use,
are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an
appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh
treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
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This is a transition season for the Church - capital ¢ early Church. Paul is instructing the church
in Colossae on what to do now that Jesus has come, died, and risen. This whole phase of the
early church is a season of transition from the old way to the new.
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They’re going straight from Deuteronomy to Colosse: from 10 commandments, laws in Leviticus,

from established Jewish culture and tradition of generations. They’re trying to decide with no
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Without getting too much into the details of these practices, we need to know that religious
practices are humanity’s best attempt to make space to encounter God. Often we highlight the
worst parts of religion that venture into legality and hard lines of who's in and who’s out. That's
an empty religion. Things don't become religion because they start bad, they start with people
wanting to help others and get to know God themselves.



| read the practices Paul’s talking about here with a tone. | imagine him saying: “ok friends,
these old ways worked while they needed to. We were obedient, we heard God, we made our
spiritual life an active aspect of our living being selves. This was good. But (verse 17) these
were a shadow of what was to come. What they represented has been realized. Time to move
into the new life.” Ol it & & HEHS2 NFAE 0 USR 20l IS X ELHAME,

fole SWH A0l otUg e 222 e 272 2He =EHY =S LO0t0F & LI

0
o
2
o
re
|0
H

2
=

o 1r
qr
M
e
<2
$0
Ll
qr
=

. :1195
2
$0
rr
>~
o
ron
0e
¥
ron

M uin

>

oy

un rir

o

10
[

mn oM O
10
10

° I
glis
njo
oy
o
oo
C
O
|
»y
ro
c
OM
=
)
C
O
ne
10 ¢
>
o
min
=}
O

e m Kk kO

=S ell
-
oC
nlo
2 I
—
X
T
1Ho
o
Q
il
o

bz

v [l
0z
13
un
0

02 O
b,
>

=
N
Uz
-

ro
o

8o
I
rr
L]
10
2
N
i
0
0¥
]
-

(—] -
1o
350
- <2
o
pal
i 4
an
o
[
<
iDa

40 i
o
10

nin
$Q
I

0> Mo
°
o
|
un &
°

nio

40 Of

o

=
rr
1o
om
et
al
[
O
10 4o
o
rr
H>
i
o> s
kJ
Ql
0 0x

8z
10
0
a
Qﬂ
i
(m]

=
»
in
=)
o
FE
ij
rir
»y

=)

nx

@ 10
o g
-

[m

=

o
fn

Here’s the real kicker: Christians were permitted to continue to participate in those things: eat
Kosher food and practice the sabbath SO LONG AS they don’t 1- think those things bring them
closer to God. why? The realization of Christ means Jesus is the only way to God. 2- they are to
not judge other Christians who haven’t yet decided to stop those practices. We can get tied to
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forms, structures, templates. We mistake them for the real thing. ( J| &I W =2 8t & O
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That’s what disconnects us from the head.
We turn to templates because they’re safe.
Paul says sticking to Christ is enough. That's it.
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Second

This transition isn’t just a global, communal shift. It's also a call to a change in identity. O|
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This is a common theme in the Bible. We see transformed identities all throughout the old and
new testament which clues us into something important for our spiritual formation. To me, Paul
seems to be naming a pattern of the impact our beliefs have on our identity. Maybe a step
further: how our actions reveal our beliefs and shape who we are. 0| 212 & MM S8t
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Although Paul is speaking to a specific community in this passage, there is a principle thread we
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Might Paul be exposing the weight of what adhering to former routine does to one’s identity in
Christ? HI22 0| &2l 25 & 1N0t= A0l JdelAE OIS RHOHH o Fat=
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In January our friend Onaje was here leading worship and received a word from the Lord for B4.

We've been talking about this a lot since we believe it was a word from the Lord and we want to

be faithful to live it out. 12 0l Onaje)t (1J|0l 2tAl GIBHE OIB AL =HAMN B4E <l ol
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He explained:



The ground that was desert sand, the Lord is taking that and he’s turning that into soil. And the
seeds from old, the words over this house from old are not forgotten - but there’s a new
foundation being fortified. What was desert sand is being turned into fertile dirt for those seeds
to take root and bear fruit upward. There’s a garden season that’s moving in this house.”
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He goes on, but if I'm being honest | get stuck at these initial lines. I'm watching this scene play
out in my head and | thought. Hold up. Sand and dirt are not the same. For me, | couldn’t move
too quickly into the garden season without understanding what this transformation means.

How does sand turnto soil? 1= S &0 2ot A CH &85 2otH Ltz 0l &I 2 &0 M
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Turns out it is possible and it’s a process. I’'m not going into that today, but the idea we need to
clue into is there is transformation. Let us not miss the word: it is the LORD turning sand to soil.
Imagine you are the sand. Imagine God sitting with you turning you into something new. A new,
fortified foundation.
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This is spiritual formation. This is what Paul alludes to. The problem we face with religion is our
energy ends up being focused on our doing rather than our being. Spiritual maturity is knowing
we cannot change ourselves no matter how much we try. It is the process of becoming

interdependent on the love of God, and knowing there’s nothing by your own power to produce
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The early church went through this, we know because Paul tells us here in Colossians. And
since then, the church continues to go through transformation. How? Z=J| 13| & 0| 2{ &t
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At the heart of transformation is embodiment. H1312| SH A2 A& 2/ L[ C}.

Verse 21: “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”. Ah senses: how we know and engage
the spiritual. 21&: "CtX| X| ZeH Q2 X Zel B X & Zeh” Of, 22 S Hol A2
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This is embodiment: making true in the physical what is potential in the spiritual.
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Because our senses are destined to perish with use, we have to recognize the “therefore” at the
beginning of the passage. $2|2] 2242 AME S0 422 20 JAJ| W20, 0l 2E2
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It's connecting the audience to the victory of Jesus on the Cross. Because of what Jesus did, it
would be silly to put yourself back under the control of the powers Christ had defeated on the
Cross. | see Paul saying the embodiment of the old law doesn’t look like the embodiment of the
New Covenant. Or- God is moving in a new way.
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must be willing to submit to the personal transformation and healing the Lord needs to do in
each of us as we go from sand to soil. & & AlJ|Z &Gt ol M=, L2l9F 2HA
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SES EHIIJF & A OF & LICH.Can we commit to this transformation process in order
that we might be soil ready to cultivate seeds that will eventually grow into vines abiding in the
branch and yielding good fruit? Can we submit to grow as God calls us to grow? £ 2|l=
St ZUH JHXI2L SOHE Y= D=2 Al = MNAFSS J12D]| ol &HlE &0
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FE2AeE HZ d&ot)| ol E838E = USSR ?1 want to take some time to share with
you some ways that we at B4 are giving our best attempt at creating space for relationship with

Jesus.

| want to tell you some stories of people saying yes to Jesus in different ways with the hope that

you can find yourself in one of their stories and be inspired to do something about it. x| 3l
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Alpha: this is the space to come and have an open conversation about your questions and
doubts. If you're feeling that rise in you like “ee. I've ventured into the routine category” come to
Alpha. | would love to see this round filled with people holding their beliefs with open hands. I'd
love this round to be a serious deep dive into the beliefs you've held for years and ask the Lord
what you need to learn and unlearn. | practice this all the time. | said yes to Jesus when | was
in the third grade. I've been following Him for 20 years, and | will tell you it's the way my heart
has stayed alive. Many people in Alpha have this hands open posture.

We end Alpha with a Celebration Dinner where | ask participants to share their experiences.
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- After the first gathering | felt so out of place. | couldn’t see how I fit in at my table. But, as
the weeks passed, that feeling changed. | was building new friendships - a family if you
will. In fact, | was building relationships not only with my table but with my husband's
table too. | was being blessed with twice as much. Not to mention we got dinner AND
dessert. If you know me personally then you know my past has been a hard one of loss
and sadness. | struggle with believing in my self worth. When the other people at my
table shared their faith with me, | knew | was right where God needed me to be. But |
have to say watching my husband put his faith in God's hands and ask his table leaders
to pray with him is by far the biggest takeaway for me. | would encourage anyone to take
the leap of faith and try Alpha with someone you love because both of you will be
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- Going through Alpha helped me grow in my faith by showing me that | don’t have to be the
perfect Christian. | learned that God wants me to show up every day just as | am. He
wants to hear my sloppy prayers. He wants me to spend time in His word every day,
even if it's just for five minutes. He wants me to come to Him with my struggles and
questions. He also wants me to come to Him when life is going great and to give Him
praise. | know God wants a relationship with me. And if you have ever been in a
relationship whether with a partner, a friend, a parent or a child you know relationships
aren’t perfect, but they are built by showing up and being exactly who you are and trying



every day to be that much better. They are built by communicating all the good and bad
of life. They are built by showing one another love. Love is what God has for us all,
beautiful and unconditional love.
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- | have grown up Christian (although in and out of churches ) and have always believed that
Christ died on the cross --for mankind. For us all.... Never in a million years did it dawn
on me that He would have died for just me. That realization enabled me to then grasp
the idea that a personal relationship with him is possible and | came to understand
what’s meant by that more. And since the group, | have done (not daily) but more
consistent devotional reading as well as REALLY stepping up my praying game!!! Not
my gift, but | can go about 90 seconds now lol. Weirdest thing happened to me—I was
“conversing” the other eve, and then the words “I love you” slipped out and | was
temporarily horrified like | had overstepped! | am kind of thinking that’s a good thing
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- We had one man completely delivered, | mean delivered in the pentecostal sense, from
alcoholism. If you know, if your body is addicted to alcohol, you can’t stop cold turkey.
You actually need to have a slow come off because of the effects it has on your system.
This man stopped cold turkey with no side effects. He came back week after week
proclaiming 7 days sober, 14 days sober, 21 days sober'
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- Another glad shared her story that she had lost a baby twenty years ago and has not
been able to hold one since. Through the course of Alpha, the Lord began a healing
work in that deep tender part of her. She held a baby for the first time in twenty years.
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- And one lady shared at the celebration dinner how she was incredibly shy and
introverted. Her standing on stage was a testimony to the work of the Spirit in her and
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These stories are of big and small things that the Lord is doing in the lives around you because

these people allowed themselves to ask the tough questions and examine their beliefs.0| 2 &t
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I’'m hoping you hear these stories and are asking: “what would my life would look like if | went



all in on Jesus?” Baptism is the ritual we join in as followers of Jesus symbolizing our
relationship with God. Our own story of death to life. It is our physical participation and
representation of an inward reality: | am saved, cleansed, forgiven, commissioned. At B4, we
meet with each person before they get baptized so they can share their testimony and have

spiritual direction in the decision. Over the years I've gotten to meet with so many people. Here

are a couple of my favorite baptism stories: Lt= O|&! 0|0FJ) == =2 "LIJL Hl+=E 2& S
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- A man in our congregation just over the age of 80 met with me and shared his story of
sort of knowing Jesus as a kid, then lived 70 years not responding to Jesus. He asked
me if he was too old to get baptized and my heart leap - What?! Never! We got to
baptize him that next round. 2| 1 3[2| 80AIJt &= LI0I2| & &40l M2 Lt
AI1 010 E Us=AsUCL E M ol=+E e & UACHEH D =2 70H
SOHOl =LA CHESHAl LACHD HSLICH D= A E 2I|0 U2
=U=A =AL, W S0l AJSLICH- A DN ZUH OtELICH TS

ct2E0 I8 dlg )2 E B &L

Ol

0|

- | baptized one of my Alpha leaders over the summer. | met her and her fiance(now
husband) at their community pool. While we were in the water celebrating her baptism
he said “| feel like I'm supposed to right now also”. So we talked about it and felt it was
the Spirit God speaking, so | baptized him too!
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- We held summer baptisms in the courtyard last summer. When one of the elementary girls
was in the water she looked scared. Pastor Jenna and | asked her if everything was ok. |
always tell people they can decide it's not the right time even if it's in the water. She
reassured us no, it was that she felt the power of the Holy Spirit overwhelming her. It was
so pure and exciting getting to be in that space. &E (1 S 2c2l= 0N G E
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| wonder if you've listened intently to the Lord recently? What has God been speaking to you?
If you haven’t taken the step of baptism, do you sense that invitation from the Lord today? If

you're not sure, let's talk about it! &5 =2 LSS HSHA SHERLIR? otLEE 0l
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Easter is just around the corner and we are expecting a ton of new people and new families!
This is our opportunity to team up in hospitality and generosity as we welcome people into
this house. Easter Serve is how to live this out. Joining the team on Easter is an invitation to
everyone, but specifically | want to speak to those of you in the house who have had a hard
time connecting. Joining a team is the best way to get connected at B4. We don’t see
volunteering as just filling roles on a Sunday. Being a part of the work represents your
commitment to the mission of Jesus in your own life and in the lives you're serving. To help
you decide if this is your action step for today | want you to think about when you said yes to
Jesus and how your life has transformed since. What is YOUR Good News? Does your life
spill out the love of God, and could this be your place to act in love from love to love?
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It's possible you don’t resonate with any of these things - or maybe you’re feeling like they're
coming up too soon. In a few weeks we are opening registration for k-5th Day Camp. Before we
do that, we need to build the team! Specifically we need 100 volunteers to serve in various
roles. They didn’t super want me to say this, but because of ratios and good stewardship, the
amount of kids spots is dependent on the amount of volunteers we have. | served last year as a
small group leader for 3rd graders and it was a BLAST. My co-leader was one of our awesome
high schoolers who | got to know and love dearly. We will talk more about this in the coming
weeks, but there is a table in the commons to sign-up or ask more questions.
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seeing God all around us. The story | tell, my interpretation of a passage comes from my
particular context and all the things | bring. Let’s not get stuck thinking whoever up here has all
the answers. That's religion. But as you hear these stories of transformation in the lives of the
people around you do you hear love? | purposefully didn’t give you names because | want us to
start to wonder what the stories of love are all around us, and what the story of love is benign
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If one of the things | just mentioned raises some negativity in you please don’t do it. But please
take time to listen to the Lord and be open to what the answer might be.
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respond. We usually invite you to worship or pray - engage some sort of inner work in

Al 21 BFEF LI CH.W're going to have the band play a song while you take this time to

response to the message. Today I'd like for you to get out your phones if you have them, and
sign-up for one of these things. We're

going to have QR codes on the screen with links to each of the options (and you can choose

multiple). Let’s take a physical step in response to the invitation from the Lord today. Jesus calls

us out of religion and into relationship. Jesus has set for you a full life of participation with Him

and those around you.
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*RESPONSE TIME WITH QR CODES ON SCREEN

Benediction:
May we be people who submit to the transforming love of God, who will turn sand into soil.
May we be people who enter into this new garden season with anticipation and imagination as

we prepare for what new seeds the Lord wants to plant.
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