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Announcements 4%

e + Christmas Festivity | Hot Cocoa Bar (Pancakes next week) +E2Ei;EE) | AR Al (TEIR{H
RIEH)

¢ + Shelter Worship Night Christmas Edition | This Wednesday // 5:45 pm dinner + kids craft
corner + courtyard illumination + wear your fav Christmas sweater + worship at 6:30 pm + it
EFTMPF 2 RERR XB=/ TH5:45 MB+RETIER + B8 + FLMFHERBHTER + T
46:3080 3%



Message 2

e Last week, we began a new series, illuminate, by looking at LIGHT....inseparable from this
season. tiB, HMFB—EFHRG, BEXEE, EAHEL. . AXNETETAS
e Light. 3t

¢ And we saw that the story of humanity and God begins with darkness, and chaos. e
And then, God, with a word, brings order, and light. F{1& | A B0 KE
IR BRRENURE ., A%, MARNESRTRENX,

¢ And then, we saw that man threw himself back into chaos; and even though it was
day, they were walking in the dark. A%, HEMEBERNBAXXBAEL BMEZAX,
£ REE R ITE,

e Life is filled with chaos. “E:EFtim TR,
¢ Relational, vocational, financial, emotional, physical. E{%, B3, B35, FR,
g8,
e Broken. B,
e Darkness. 2£H5,

e And then, we came to the New Testament book of John. 2%, HIHE AN ERHNBHES,

¢ And we saw that while we were waiting in the dark, Jesus entered the darkness. e John

literally says that. FHMEEIFHMIEE BEPER, BRIRLEARKE, WBEEREERN.

e But a little later, the story takes off, and it’s JESUS who says he’s the light of the world,
¢ In John 7, the Jews are going up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. e
While this festival is going on, there is nonstop speculation about who Jesus is. {B2E 2 #%
 EEHAEE , BMREEM LN, ENBEITELE | BAA LEBRBUS BN
g, 7S EE B EIE, AT EthiERERER 2,
¢ Everyone is talking, whispering, and accusing with regard to Jesus’ identity and
intentions. BB A&, BiE BERRMSHNER,
e Some are convinced that “he is a good man,” and others are saying exactly the
opposite: “no, he is leading the people astray” (7:12). HL: AFEE“fhZEF A
VP MAEABGREER, &, EAESIFAM.”
¢ The question of whether or not Jesus is the Messiah gets raised a few times
(7:26-27, 31, 41). MFRENEWEESEMERRR T ¥ R(7:26-27, 31,
41),
e Others speculate that perhaps Jesus is “the Prophet” (7:40), an Old Testament
figure that would rise up to fill the shoes of Moses in leading God’s people. BLt A
R th EFERER B “SE 507 (7:40), EMHM—EAANY, i BES KB ERESHMNF
K.

e But then, when you turn to John 8 there’s this story - B2, A%, BERFIFNGESE/N\E
EEAENSE -

¢ It may be a familiar story for some of you. R K Z 24 N AT RE R EME K E,
e Jesus is teaching in the temple court. BREAFEEBRMAZEHEKXR,



¢ He’s sitting down, and all of these people have gathered around him to hear him

teach. h 4 E, NBRETMEABEEMEE,

¢ Well, there’s this woman who has been caught in adultery and the religious leaders drag her
through the crowd and bring her in front of Jesus, and they challenge him. &k, H{EIEA
LT REZFEIN, REGEMEMEAF R R, FEIERERRIE AT, i mhBREL,

* See, their law demanded that this woman be stoned. &, X2 ERREMEEFK
Ao
e Their religion demanded it. #MEREFEEERK.

* But Jesus, at this point, is getting a reputation. {2, REFAEXLEFEE—RERE,
* He’s this person of Love, and grace, and peace. 2%, RHEINFIFHAN,
e FORGIVENESS. g2,

e So the Pharisees ask, WWJD. FrLL, iEFIZE AR,

e But not because they were wanted to learn from him, but because they wanted to
trap him. BT 2R AMRMLES, MR AHmMEERES M.

¢ Then, Jesus bends over a bit more and he starts writing in the dirt. #A#&, BRERE TIE, {hBATA
T EEF,
* Not sure what he writes, or that it’s even legible. FEEMBHE, EEREFE,

¢ And the religious leaders keep badgering him until he finally answers. ¢ And when he does,
he gives us one of his more well known statements: T%IFE*EH BEiEEf, BEIMMEREE. B
i S EEMR AT RF R, fhiE T M — B fth 58 2 AR AIBRR

“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” “{R { & [

HEERAEW, EMATUEEREITH.”
¢ Well, the pharisees drop their charges and one by one walk away until it’s just Jesus and
the woman. GEFBEAMET tMe0ES, —E—ERERF, RIFTEREKFEBEREA
* But the crowd is still there. B2 ABEHARTE, M EEEHE
e They’re still watching. b2 7 #1 £

* And they are probably still wondering what Jesus is going to do. fh{f=I#EE 748
BRERE A E,

® So Jesus, he looks her in the eye and he says, “Where are your accusers? Has no one
condemned you? FrLAERER, thE ZEhAIARES, fhik, “RAIESEEME” 2B AER
BISEM ?

¢ And she says, “No one!” #hizg, “2HA !”

¢ And then, Jesus, says, “Neither do I!” 2R, BRfRER, “Kt T E(RATE!”



e And she leaves. i BB T
e Walks away. T

e Did | mention? FHiZEITIE?
e This is TOTALLY UNPRECEDENTED. i & F al R&,
e She walks. #E T,

¢ So....this is SO important... WHATEVER it is that Jesus is doing is SO. RADICALLY.
DIFFERENT from the prevailing thought, or philosophy of his day. FfLL... ;.8 REE
. CHRERAT AL B A . AT RN MAMERRRITHERR, HFTE,

e And THEN, right after this incident, the next time Jesus addresses the crowds during this
festival, might have been minutes, might have been hours, but the next time they see him
he says this...and this is our anchor point for this message today. A&, EH4E2#%&, T
REMGATEET A BRI E N, AIRER ¥ H 8, AR =&/, (B2, T—RitMFRth, ith
HR.EEEKMSRABSHWH CEME,

e He says, h:g,

John 8:12

“l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.”

HEE S 812

TRFEXHERAR AR HANAL REEZN, XA ERBEEE LEGSE
-0 )

e Jesus says, “l am the light of the world.” BRfR:R, “FKE2HFRHAL, ”
¢ There’s darkness. &2 25,
¢ There’s chaos. & ZE&L.
e There’s brokenness. ;& 2%,
e And you're bound to walk in it... ffi—E & EHEX...

e But, WHOEVER follows me? You won’t walk in darkness.{E 2, SR ? (R EEE
B,

e A little later, Jesus and his disciples are walking past this man, who was born blind. #§#%, ER
FRAMMEPIEE B —ERXEERMASE,

* This created all kinds of questions for the disciples. FAfEH & & EMIRIRE,
* How do you explain this? {RA0{a]fZFE:EE 2
* Why does this happen? A{tE&E#&?



e Someone must be to blame for the brokenness. W EHE N AHREEE,

¢ Jesus, instead of diving into the theological ramifications, simply says, again, “lI am the
Light of the World.” BRfR M2 B R R A2 EE, MEBMEHMXER, “HIHANL,

o “l illuminate the world.” “FEBEHR."”

* This episode leads to John 9:39 where Jesus metaphorically explains that he came to this
world, so that the blind may see. EEE5H 51 HEMNHEE FE NEIE, BREAALL®AIA X
R AREEEHR, 24 THERMEEEFE

¢ |In other words, so that we aren’t stuck in darkness. i f)ig:R, 2ATHEMTBAE

3.
Ho

e [llustration: longing for light Br: ;BTN

e Paul, the apostle, travels to Athens. {E{E{R#E, RITHIHEH,

* You can read about it in Acts 17. {RA] LAE(ERITEYFI17EBIEERRE.
e Athens is this place where philosophy reigned supreme. H#E—EEH L2 HFEE S MMM
Ao

¢ Everyone, everywhere knew that Athens was where the smart people hung out.

AN, FTEAEHMERHEZBRAAERMMS,

¢ It was the place where questions got answered. & 2 — BB S IIEZSHH A,
¢ Big questions; about life, and why we’re here, and what this is all about.
MELXEE -FARER, BMANTEEEE>BAER?

* And Paul goes to there for a few days. {REEIEEBERX,

¢ He’s hanging around the city...walking the streets and making observations. fth7E #2528 1K ...
BETELEHE,

* He goes to the synagogue and he goes to the marketplace. thEZ &2 thEMHF,
* He starts talking to people about Jesus hBfsAF1A KR ERER

* And then, the philosophers invite him to the Areopagus to explain himself. # %, &2 RME i
EMEREERABSHEHERE,

* So, Paul goes and he preaches this iconic sermon there. 1A 2R ERT1E, WEMEE TEBE
ARTERIEEE,

e And IT it, he describes the human condition...listen to this: TEE#8, itk T AfEMI=...F
ETm:

Acts 17:26-27 {E1E1T{# 17:26-27

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,
27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet
he is actually not far from each one of us... fiM—K&EHAEMA,(AEEEEMmDK],
FESH E, FEMEESEMINER, MAENER. 27 ZEWh{IFRE , FETUHE



MG EXMERINSATIE,

* He uses vocabulary that speaks of our fumbling in the dark... ftf#iik 7 H M EHKE BB HIER

e (Talk about this...our efforts...our mistakes and missteps...) (GXFI... MBI H... F

FrISERMRER. .. )

¢ But amidst all of this we are FEELING our way toward God, in darkness. {E 272 H®
EMRZRNHMEERMEL ERES,

e Yet he’s not far from us. 1B 2B T=,

» Now...All of this makes the words of Jesus that much more powerful. IR¥E...FT 4 S Le#R{E ER
RAIEEE B HERE,

e We’ve had enough darkness. FM7E ZRBEEERKAT,

¢ And Jesus says, | can keep you from fumbling your way through life! HRER:R, F =] LATE
fRED £ an 4B AR .

¢ Now, him saying he is LIGHT, is such a beautiful and meaningful metaphor. IR, #h:R
fth2k, ER—ESEERIITNEERMLLE,
e There’s a Psalm that Jewish Children grew up memorizing, internalizing. Because of this
longing for light. FFRHFH—BREEBAZFR/IIMEE, BEOEN. RABEL,
e It’s one of the first verses | ever remember hearing and memorizing: Eth 2HEHFE

BIFNECERE —BRIEX,

Psalm 119:105 5% 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. {REEEZ F MBI E M LR K,
e This is such a rich and vital statement. ER— B ZEEESHZMAEHNESE !
e Lamp to my feet, it means: WBTHE K E2R :
* You light the steps | take. {RIBSEFHIME .
* The choices | make with my life. F— 4 AT AR IE,

e Light to my path, it means: LB, ERR :
* You illuminate the direction | should go. {REBZEEEMAME.,
* Maybe you’ve heard someone say, thEF{REEARE,
“Shed some light on the subject.” “7EiEEXBE L= FHELEEHHER),”
* What does this mean? E2HEEE?

¢ Well, the idea is that if we can shine light on something, we see it for what it really is.
EREEERMEHMAERLEE LRLERX, KMTLUEFREEINERMTE,



¢ We can see what’s TRUE. EMaILIBEIHEEEM,

¢ Which means we’re talking about how light leads to truth, rather than error. & & bk & F 1€ X

REZRBEHMBNERD, MA2ERP,

* It speaks to knowledge, rather than ignorance. EEMEERH, MTF =2,

e The idea here is simple: I'm done wandering in the dark. E#MEERHEE BERKHERTE
iEgaskERTE:Ob v =g

e I’'ve had enough of those moments. EEBEM AL SEERENT,

* I’ve made enough of those decisions. 3B &% 7 ARLERE,

* I've done my best to navigate this life. H#E— £ MIEREEKEBRATRE,

¢ So | say, “I'm tired of bumping into the walls and tripping over the furniture of life. Maybe we
could shed a little light on the subject of my life” FRLLEER, “BE—SLEEKZH TR
BREMBEINCE, EEMEASLEATAURERETFHIREFEE, ”

¢ | need some light. TEE—LE,

¢ The challenge is this: We have many candidates vying for the status of “light of the world”

RER HMERSHASEHR 2N HIMAL

¢ In the 17th and 18th centuries, the world experience something called “The Enlightenment”

FE17-18tH AT HAR, £ FREE T “BER"FKA,

* Do you know what the Enlightenment was all about? {R&05EE 2 BRI RS 2

* It was about re-embracing the wisdom of the ancient Greeks. =B ¥ & & i 5 2249

18 BB K

e Many of the enlightenment philosophers were set on escaping the darkness and shining

true humanistic, autonomous, philosophical Iight around the world. EF LB T ERTFEE

FEHASHMBRBERBFEEEMAXENL, BE, BF2K,

» They were moving out of the DARK ages, and FORWARD into the LIGHT - or were they? 414/
EHTREMENR EATHEHAP, EREHXE?

e If you think about it they weren’t actually going forward at all. INR{REE— T BB MR
KigHATE,
 They went right back to Athens circa Acts chapter 17. #th{fEEREE| T FHETEHI7E
AR B i HO HE B

e They thought they were shining a light, but they were still fumbling in the dark. th4f L& b4
BT R HEMMEREERBZIPER,



* By the way, this kind of thinking is still with. TI&ZMERHEREEHE,
 We are a product of the enlightenment. Z 2 REHNED.

* Some would say that knowledge is the light of the world. H A& &# 2 7R 2K,
¢ All we need is better education and we wiII step out of darkness and into the light.

BEMREEZEFMEEI A LEH BEEARNH,
* Or we could argue that science is the Ilght of the world. KEHMEFHHBEHR
ZJIEO

e As we learn more about our universe through science, we will finally be able to
become the type of superhuman race that can rid the world of its evils and enter
into a golden age. MEHMBEBH BHFEHEE SR MEF, HMERATLIKS
—HEBEA BEHR LMERIREERA,

¢ Others would argue that deep religious knowledge is the light of the world. X B A&
%’;u;nﬁ 3"_' E’Jmﬁfﬂngﬁmﬁ'ﬁZﬁo

¢ We need to look deeply within and gain the type of inward knowledge that leads to
enlightenment (this is the mystical/eastern/new age approach). FMEZEZEHEFR
RO, THREWMBEHANMERSER (ERMMWN/REN/HFRNTE)

e But Jesus’ statement is unequivocal. |I—and | alone—am the light of the world! {EHR&KEFEBA

EETSHN, H——RAEZ-—-—RHRZL!

¢ [t's fascinating to consider that Jesus made this statement hundreds of years AFTER
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle lived and spoke their profound philosophical teachings.
SAFUHNE, BRIEFELK, HUENTELSEWR T MITRANE FH L
CEHEETRRTIX—FH,

e As helpful as those insights may be, there is only one light of the world. {EE AL RZaJaES

REEY BERE-EIZHRZL,

rI]]h

e The setting in which Jesus spoke these words is also significant. ERfiksRiE LEERIIERth 2
EE KM,

e John 8:20 tells us that Jesus spoke these words, had this interaction in the treasury, which
means that he was in the Court of the Women, which was the most public part of the
temple. ¥BEE/N\EZ+EIEREMEMRRELEE SNERERMMERMEN, Wil 2R ER
RERFEFRZHER, thEEREAKMER.

e In this court were four golden candelabras. X MNEREEOIMNEBES

* Each had four golden bowls that were filled with oil by the priests. &4 && #A& A4
W, RERH T H.

¢ On the first night of the Feast of Tabernacles, which was either still going on or
newly ended at this point, these candelabras would be lit. ZE{X#RETIAIE —7R



—_—t

AIREEE BN AT RERIEIER, EEEEEERE

r]ﬂ}

e They were celebrating God having led his people out of slavery in Egypt,

through the wilderness (hence the “tabernacles” or tents), and into the Promised

Land. LIBIIREERAGFEMMOLERRENRE, EHES (FHIRE #F)
 EAFEEF 2 i,

* God led his people as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. #BAX{EA&EH
, R EAXETEMME,

¢ |t was this unique light that guided the people out of slavery and into the Promised Land.
EEBEFNAIE S| FRRBE IR E A BT,

e And here, Jesus stands, at the conclusion of this feast, with these candles burning,
representing the way God‘s leads; saying, “I am the light of the world. I'm the pillar of
fire. I'm the lamp unto your feet. | am the light unto your path. | will walk you out of the

darkness.” TLLEF, ERERUATEIE, HEMELER, BACEENE AREMIVER, i

John 8:12

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
HBEESI2MM X ERM AR KR HAMAERREN RTFAERBEEE
WEREEGOL.

* Then, a few moments later he says: 2 #%, B— &b X :
John 8:31-36
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham
and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become
free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin
is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
HEEs
SIMMMHEMMUBMAANR RMHMEEEETEMNE REE2H M HK,
8N2MMMuwEFEE ., HEIE QW 1I“1 7 LLE &,
8331’@1!’1@ REBMEERAEMNERES KX AEBHEMNMRE REER

R 21§ B B ﬂJE

8.34HI3,@$|EI ROEKEBEEEMNSHKIRMA
BBWETREAEZFTARE RFRE K]
8T LULRXRXMEFEUMMBEB MMMUE

7/

* We won’t be lost, we will know where to go. EFIFE# %k, B EHMEEWE,
e We will know who to follow. E{M%0&EIREEH .
* We will be free. HMBEBMR.,

e lllustration/Object: Flashlight/Work Light 2245/ B : F & &/ T /ERBAE



e Something dangerous about this light... FEfEE A AR,
e Can you have the light, and not use it? {REEHER FBERE, MAEHRERE?
e Certainly, right? ST, HAH?
* You can have the light, but choose to not use it. {REILAERE, AIREFRFERE,

* In fact, if the light is dangerous, you may choose not to use it. E& £, MR BRI K,
fRETREE RET A,

e What is the difference between someone who has their path illuminated and someone who
is ‘fumbling in the dark’? FRLE N A BRI BMIAF EREFER MABTERRE?

e |t isn’t an issue of having, or, not having, the light. IR BHEZE I,

e The issue is whether or not you turn it ON. T Z{REEIEN$TE.

e Jesus is the light of the world. BRfif 2t FR 89S,

e He illuminates everything we see. B —t1HMATE R K.,

* We simply cannot see anything without him. &2 B, EMHEHLEFRR,

¢ The objects, the people, the path; they cannot really be seen, apart from the light.
TEEYE A E2ER MERELAEM—KBETFR.
¢ The reality that Jesus is the light of the world gives us another way to view the world. B}
REHAMNAEWRELEMD —RBRFEEHSR, < He's more than a message we
proclaim. B XM EMERHER,
¢ He also provides the illumination through which we view every aspect of our existence.
fthaHEMERBRMFENE —EASEIRMSEL, « Our: HfIM

e Jobs T1E

e Education &

* Relationships i {%

* Values Ef&

* Desires ;BEE

e But you have to let the light shine. B 2R EEZ N EIE,
* Do you turn the light on, and let it shine? {REEE B ITRAE T BHEE 2
* Do you allow him to light the way? {REEE 3% BR K R 52 18 IR IS 2

* Why do people struggle with this? &+ EE A ¥ Lt F3ELIE 2

e Because turning on the light in a dark place is like digging into your closet; it’s like going
into the basement. EATEEHIHAITHRERGRIBMUER  FEEEEHTE,

e There’s stuff you know that’s there, you just don’t want to go find it. {REIEEREEHN, A
=FEEFIE,



* When you choose to really follow Jesus, it’s like turning on the light in the dark, and there
may be things you've been avoiding. E{R:EZEEERIREIRER, MIEREBERITHE,
T ASEFERIMEEEEM,

e There are dark corners of this world. E{EtHHR A BEMNEE,
* There are dark corners of your life. {REVEdth A BEEHEE,

» What happens when you start walking into... SIR{RFEALUTAE, EFEHE
* You marriage. {REJIEIR
e Your emotions. {REVIER,
e Your desires. {REIBE,
e Your sexuality. {REGME,
e Your past. {RE@EZE,
* Your childhood. {REOELE,

e Here’s what we think: & & &%
¢ If you stay a step ahead of the light, you can keep walking in the dark.#0
RREEAFRIE— 2, REATLI—EETEEHR, o If you stay a step
ahead of the pain, you never have to slow down. 1R {RELEEFIR—E,
AT TF R T RMEE,

e But that’s just wandering around in the dark. BB} & 2177 B P,

e Jesus says, ‘If you're going to try to save your life, you're going to end up losing it.
But if you lose your life for My sake, then you’re going to find it.... BRERER, “1§ & &£
W, FEXREG, ABRKXREGH, BRESZELEa”

e If you would surrender to Me, if you would just trust me, trust that | have something better,
and let go of everything else, INRRFEEE RN E, MRMRESETHK, HERAIRERN
SEIFN, BERF-—UIHEMN,

* He goes, ‘then you’re really going to find life.” ERfiR:R, “RLEHEEdR,”

* You’re going to have to walk places, to go places, you didn’t expect. ¢ You’re
going to have to leave the comfort of THIS place, and take this light into THOSE
places. REFEEHE, HEXRIMRT L RBAIHTA , R FFH BRI E HAEFE,
EATFEITRLE S,

e But THAT, is where there is life. {E2, MEXENERmHS,

¢ Do you trust that Jesus has something better than what you’re holding on to?
{RAB{SERER A LLRIRFE BRAMAYEE 4740 » What would it take for you to let go and
trust Him? {RE B E&K T BEF2RMB1EH ?
* There’s a girl. She hurts herself. She lies. She feels empty and wants to be filled. &
— &, EEBE S, thilF. thERINEEFTERER.
e There’s a man. He’s angry. And so he works. H—{EB A, thiE%R, FRLIBA IR
il
e There’s woman, she drinks to hide her pain. H—{EFA, it BB Rt
e
e There’s a marriage. It’s not working. H—EIEIE, RERHT,



e There’s a heart that’s been broken. & —{EIMRERKEE,

¢ Where are the dark places in your life, where you need to let light shine in? e
¢ | always seem to come back to the place of the Psalmist, saying, “You are a lamp to my
feet. A light to my path.” {REFDPHPBLEFEZ LB BREAHZERE ? BIFGEZE
IHFRAEN, “MMEENINE , XLERX
e Light my path. BB AE R,

Benediction #iis
[ ]



