Leviticus Week 7 “Strange Fire”
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Message 58
Intro: Texts Like This... B REERANE

There is a reality that to our modern sensibilities texts like the one we are reading today are really difficult.
Sometimes, if I'm honest, at face value | actually wish they weren’t there. But when we wade into it (not simply
avoid it), we find something profound that we can easily miss. 1S KB BRI SCE R IR RIS R R IES
EREZH, AR URARER, URENREREZHERFEELEN., B2, ERMARNNIEER (MAEMH
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Before we jump in... FEFERFIRES KIS Z HI



1. Leviticus is about Jesus- “ If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.” —John
5:46 FIRECEFENRESF—H B S 54646 R P M EEFERH, b g K, HEMELEREE
EEMEE.

2. AND Jesus is the EXACT representation of God — “ The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being...” -Hebrews 1:3 Efff 2HABEHNZEREZT—R B R E1:.33 1 B # 55 1F
FREMXiE, REHABNESR, FPAMEBENSSRREER. A FTANFE, MALE
BREXENGE,

3. We are not a good judge of “Good and Evil” (but we think we are). - “ You will not surely die,” the serpent
told her. “For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes,
and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom, she took the fruit and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate it.” Genesis 3:3-6 HfifEZEHENTFNEHE ((BEFIANAEFM
) BIHE33-63EEREREFHRBLNURF, MEBHR: MAFTIZ, BWATE, F
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“Fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the
altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown.” -Leviticus 9:24
FIRGLOA24FXMWMMETBALER, EELEEBRSNER: RE—R, M&BET,
REMR,

Leviticus 10:1-20

1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered
unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the
Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord
spoke of when he said: “‘Among those who approach me | will be proved holy; in the sight of all the people

| will be honored.”” Aaron remained silent. 4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s un-
cle Uzziel, and said to them, “Come here; carry your cousins outside the camp, away from the front of the
sanctuary.” 5 So they came and carried them, still in their tunics, outside the camp, as Moses ordered. 6
Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not let your hair become unkempt[a] and
do not tear your clothes, or you will die and the Lord will be angry with the whole community. But your rel-
atives, all the Israelites, may mourn for those the Lord has destroyed by fire. 7 Do not leave the entrance to
the tent of meeting or you will die, because the Lord’s anointing oil is on you.” So they did as Moses said. 8
Then the Lord said to Aaron, 9 “You and your sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever
you go into the tent of meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 10
so that you can distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, 11 and so
you can teach the Israelites all the decrees the Lord has given them through Moses.” 12 Moses said to Aaron
and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, “Take the grain offering left over from the food offerings pre—
pared without yeast and presented to the Lord and eat it beside the altar, for it is most holy. 13 Eat it in the
sanctuary area, because it is your share and your sons’ share of the food offerings presented to the Lord;
for so | have been commanded. 14 But you and your sons and your daughters may eat the breast that was
waved and the thigh that was presented. Eat them in a ceremonially clean place; they have been given to you
and your children as your share of the Israelites’ fellowship offerings. 15 The thigh that was presented and
the breast that was waved must be brought with the fat portions of the food offerings, to be waved before
the Lord as a wave offering. This will be the perpetual share for you and your children, as the Lord has com-
manded.” 16 When Moses inquired about the goat of the sin offering[b] and found that it had been burned
up, he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, and asked, 17 “Why didn’t you eat the
sin offering in the sanctuary area? It is most holy; it was given to you to take away the guilt of the communi-
ty by making atonement for them before the Lord. 18 Since its blood was not taken into the Holy Place, you
should have eaten the goat in the sanctuary area, as | commanded.” 19 Aaron replied to Moses, “Today they
sacrificed their sin offering and their burnt offering before the Lord, but such things as this have happened
to me. Would the Lord have been pleased if | had eaten the sin offering today?” 20 When Moses heard this,
he was satisfied.
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MVMT 1: Fire, Breaking Out, and Rhyming. X, &2%/2%%, MES2HEE
Fire X

God lights the fire on the Altar, but the Priests are to keep it going. fHELARIE FRIX, (B2 ERINBSFEANIFE
MRIE

“The fire on the altar must be kept burning, it must not go out... The fire must be kept burning on the altar

continuously; it must not go out.” Leviticus 6:12-13

MARLENR-BRELFMXEEHLEERRE, FTARR. WE’QEEETLEXE il
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The Fire represents the Presence of God. KAKRMAIEIFE

Breaking Out 1&#2%/25%

Story within a broader story (Exodus to Leviticus). £—{AE AERNBFIKE (Hik MK EIFIFRE)



“Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against
them.” -Exodus 19:22

HIR K192 2 X HAEXENWEITIER, THEZALRKRERMM.
Rhyming & 58

Same exact phrase. Repetition, Rhyming is an intentional device to grab our attention. SeE2—tNF4a), EEIFEE

AR FERFRIMERMTER S,

“Fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the
altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown.” Leviticus 9:24
FIARGLOA224FXMWMMETBALER, EELEEBRSNER, RE—R, M&BET,
REMR,

So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died in the presence of the
LORD. Leviticus 10:2
FlReEO0:22MBXRKKBMNETO LR, EMMMER, MMMFEETHBMNETR.

Did the fire change? Or was it the way that the people approached the fire?

The path to God is made clear, and that path leads to Life. There is another path that leads to death. @A T
157 BEAMERLANANNE T? BEEHNERZEEN, EEBBQLM, »E—IFEREEIEL.

This is the story of the OT. Over. And Over. And Over. And Over again. E2&84MKE, —R, —X, B—XHE
L,

MVMT 2: “Strange” Fire REEHIA/ N X
“Unauthorized Fire” in the NIV could also be translated as “Strange Fire”

What is “unauthorized/strange fire” and why were they penalized so severely for it. What the text says, what it
alludes to, and what it doesn't say. ZENIVARZASFRAY“KRIFEERI A th o] DABIER " A EERIN/ UK, ERFRIOXNZE
AREENK/ NAREEMTER? AHEMMMNLEBENES. KCEER, BRERTHE, EXRERPHE,

O The issue? Drunkenness? Power Play? Were they attempting to duplicate what God did in Ch.9 for their ben—
efit/glory? Astral Deities The text offers hints that point to all of it. REEMERBER? BE? #H12F? tmfEF
T BEREEHEENEMMAS T M E SN @ERE? EXIER T EMBRIFIEE.

Whatever happened, which many have been a combination of all of them. What we do know is that there seems
to be no objection that what happened to them was unjust. NEZIKEA T, UHFRFEERRE—#k., M
FrElBME R B E A RENB SR PMZHNES L TN,

Unauthorized / Not Appropriate — We encounter situations like this all the time. We think nothing of it (I can’t
walk into the Federal Reserve Bank and grab a stack of $20’s. I’'m not authorized. My daughter asks why | can’t
take her into the womens restroom... Thats not appropriate. There are places we encounter EVERY DAY that if
we were to enter or interact with them in a way we shouldn’t there would be consequences. R&IFHE/NEE -
MEEBAEREE R, BANRRMTE (BRAEEER HBIRITEE 1T 205 Ti#R., FRBEIRE., HNK
SERTERNEFHEANEAFE. BRI MEEN, RMERMBEE—EiHRURHEFAUNKMAANEENHR
EANREZEE), E8EREERRAM,

“There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.” —Proverbs 14:12
BE14R212F—FB, AUBE, EBHA/ECZK.



Life and Death are metaphors and realities. Even today we use language like this (This job is killing me, I'm dying
here, etc.). What all of these sayings point to is the reality that there is something out there that is life—giving,
but what I'm experiencing is not it. £ESEEIZRMX ZIRE . EMEAESRK, HALERERNRE (BIRTFERRK
HUAs, FEEEIRIET, FF) . MEBLEREHEQ—ERE, PHMSFER FPEWRA, BRMEELENAZE
=

Jesus came and said, BS#R:5R

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full.” —John 10:10

MEREBI0010EMWME, BEEMB, RE, REF;, ZBERT, BEMFE (HE: A) 7
i, THSNESRE,

This can summarize a bit of Nadab and Abihu’s story. Chapter 9 shows us that God has a path to himself. To

Life. And there is another path, which leads to death. Nadab and Abihu walk that path. E&XRIE T — FEE Mo
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MVMT 3: A Strange Ending (Grace) A= B4R (E8k)

Between Strange Fire and a Strange Ending there are some clarifications here about how the Priest is supposed
to interact with the Fire, with the Sacrifices, and with the people. EAREENAFABENEF2E, B—LLEEE:
BR T RE Bz ek, =), MAMEE,

Remember a priest in the ANE mainly existed to minister to the gods and prevent the forces of order and chaos
from unraveling the world. FBzefE, FANER, B—U#HRXTEERGERELE M FHDREL S HBIEE R,

The kind of priesthood that God is creating here are people who represent God to the people. The point the
people to right relationship with God. They are not keeping the forces of God at bay from pouring out his wrath,
conjuring up his blessing, or stoking up his indifference. #HEEERAIEHRE] ZEABKRMIIA, 9515 A
BT HIRORAR ., PN N E R L BRIAIEAS, BRENRRUMIAE, SE SRR S,

No. They are here to point people beyond the sacrifices to their meaning about who God is. NEE&%M, 92

AEEEREQAMELBERRE 2INMES, BRI ER—IH,

1. God is Holy. Holy means “other” or “set apart”. It is a reality of God that He is “other” than us. We often think
that “Holy” speaks to his moral uprightness and perfection. IT is that too. But this should humble us. God is God.
His ways are right, righteous. IF you want to have relationship with God re—established it has to come the way he
says it does. (this might not be a surprise to you, or to the people at the time.) 1.{H#2E21, BEEZHNEEE“F~—
* W DBIFER", BERMBRERMARN., RAKERA ER ENHNERZREENTE, BREESEE-H. B
HMEHRE., B2, tHEREEN, AFN, WRMEEESBEEIBER, MoBERBHRNER

2. God is Gracious. This is the unique and strange ending to this story. Aaron is utterly humiliated. He is also like—
ly traumatized all at the exact same time. But he also finds himself in a really strange predicament... Because of
what his sons have done, in a way he has all of a sudden interacted with something that sort of breaks the rules.
He is kind of frozen, for more reasons than one. And on top of that, his brother is fighting with him because his
head isn’t in the game. Aaron responds in a way that is so utterly human and essentially says, “Bro... I'm doing
the best | can.” And Moses responds with... Ah... your right. Feels strange that the ends is so different from the
beginning, but really that is only at first glance. As we dig into it, we see that there is a stark contrast between
Aaron and his sons... It’s the posture of his heart. Sure he didn’t keep the rituals correctly, but alot of that had to
do with his grief and sorrow... And God doesn’t punish him. He is gracious. 2. ##2{_Z&8., EREENENEISTM
AE2ENERF, BRRET . tMBREFTERERZEIANS, BEMBEIRE CER—EEMS. ... FAR FIOPTMAY,
fRAZEEERER TAL . BRARANRE, thir&EET ., EFRULL, A HE BRI REIRR M IEErET
fth, AaronfBHIBIEIEE A, EARLMMESR: “ 2 KREFEHMA. MEALEE..JE. MEEHN., BEFE
NE, BWSENERHEMABAERANE, BERLEREF—&. TAARRE, HMERT AR F 2 BB R
L. ARMAINORNESE, B/, nfeRB EEmETER, BREPRZEMNEEI=ERRE.. ... MAIH2A
EEfh, (TR,



3. God isn’t angry in this passage. We actually don’t see the author ascribe any ill-intent anywhere here. If we
see anything, it is actually quite the opposite. Aaron probably assumed that his job as high priest was over. In our
day and age, you would be cancelled right away for something like this. But when we keep reading we see this...
HEBREXTAEERN, BIE L, BAEEEENIEEEREOUNEE., WRHMER—LEHA, AERLZEHE
kB, RRFIEERAMEERREINIECAER, ARMAEMEKN, MERSEENBIEMILEIMKEUE, B2 E 3
MarEE NEER, BfEEEl..

“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these are
the ones you may eat...” -Leviticus 11:1-2
FAlREBM-2MBAEHER,. SRR 2HMEBERAUBINAR, B E—UEEDPAIZH

DREE:

In other words... “Yes, you made a mess of things. And yes, there were dire consequences. But also, | have a fu-
ture and a hope for you. Aaron and Moses, | want you to teach the people of God how to thrive and live in the joy
of my presence.” #EJFE:R...“BH, MIEHEFFS—EE, B, BENER, B, RREREEFIEE. DRIE
7, REMFRBERNFRUAERERENSIRPREMNEE, ~

Not cancelled. Not fired. Shown grace and given a future. J2#EEUE, 2 RIE, RIFH BHEIE RN E,

The text ends with an unusual grace. And in that way it points us to Jesus. &X MRS ERNEHER, BEMIER
95m 7 BRER.

Conclusion: Jesus is the Way %&im: PSR I8 ER
Jesus is the pathway to God. BR#f 2@ A E R

“Jesus answered, “| am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
-John 14:6

NEEE40oMABMBER. EE. Em; ELAEEHR, REARIARKEE,

There is no other way to experience the joy of God’s presence. His never—ending life flowing through your entire
being unless you come to Jesus. ;2B &t /AR MER MK EHREENS S, WA S I/REREBPEREE], KRR
A apAS R ImIRAI AR,

Jesus is the High Priest and the Sacrifice BRfR @K FIRAR S EY

“15F orwedonothaveahighpriestwhoisunabletosympathizewithourweaknesses, but we have one who was
tempted in every way that we are, yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and f ind g race to help us in our time of need. ” -Hebrews 4:15-
16

FEAERE4B-1665FABTMIAEELIFFAERBMBIMAOAKRS, B ANSEZTBESHAK, HEK
M—%, REMEBELFE.6MU, BEMRAEEARAEBEENRIAEENEEDN, AESHMD
, RBE, FREENEELR.

The author of Hebrews calls Jesus our true high priest. He has offered himself as the true and final sacrifice to
give us forgiveness and put us in the presence of God. He has made the way known, and he has perfectly ush—
ered people into this place. HARENFEBERERMELENARE)., ERTES, (FABARMERNEEM
RARNEY, tEAME T SMAVER, Wi AMTZEHENERMS,

Now we are the priesthood of God IR IR BHAIRE],

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may de-
clare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” -1 Peter 2:9
HEME209BMMERMENGSE, EREEENERES, REEZNEE, REEMNFER
, BEMHFMEZBERMHMEEBASTWAXBEENEZE.



Benediction fi&

May you be a people swimming in the ocean of grace, recognize that every single pathway to God come from
one person and His name is Jesus. May you be a people , a priesthood, that represent who God is in His unend-—
ing love to the ends of the earth. May you be a people that knows that deep within your soul that you are God’s
special possession, that He is not angry with you, but that He sees you, He loves you, and He moves toward you.
We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen!
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