All Things New Week #4 “Beyond”
FREMSY E47E“Es”

» God breaks in our our reality, and we encounter him. #E AR ENAEE, BB T b
e We “BEHOLD” Godinthe person of Jesus. F{1EEZ B & H “F1]” (BEHOLD) k7.

* Then, God invites us to  “BELONG” to this new commumty or new humanity, that he is creating. %4
&, EFEERA ‘BB (BELONG) ZhprolEayX Mt X e ASE

J Now When you encounter God and you live in Gospel community, there is a transforming effect.
W, BEHMHFERSHEXE, RermE4dSEAHIRE

* And you begin the process of being who you are created to “BE” . JAEE IR 4 FE tE# AR 9 R A&
TRERBHIAN, MERW “Pr2” (BE)

The Fourth B: Beyond £ PQ{EB: Bk

Genesis 12:1-4

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’ s household to
the land I will show you. 2 “l willmake you into a great nation, and I will bless you; | willmake your
name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you

I will curse; and all peoples on earth  will be blessed through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord
had told him;

RIHES 12

VERFNZEH AR R [REMMAAM. KiK. KR, ERAEHEREOEE. 2BLMRRAERE. RLGE
RIR, HIRNBARKR; REERMBIAGE. SRIENEN, LB EET; éﬁfﬁ FAREY, Fesitaifth. H ERE
HEERIREME. | AAMIURFBMENM AT, BSENBEE. DEMERBENEIRSEL TR,

» Abraham has a redal life, real time, encounter with THE REAL God. And that changes him 25 {HEiFE %
HEWAE, HEEMN LFHEB, 5oE 7.

* And then, this God calls him to leave his country and his people, so that he can form a new com-
munity that humanity can BELONG to. #A%%, Ef LM ZMERGNBERMAR, UEMATEE—@EA
B UEBENFHTE

* He will “Bless” him. But that blessingisn’ tjust forhim. fhe& “HiE" fth. BERENEN EEZR AT

Genesis 12:3b
---and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

AIttEE 12:3b th_ E SR A E ARS8



* This blessing goes BEYOND you and your family. fitg28#EMNENR A

e Godsays, “Thereason!’” m doing thisis so that ALL THE PEOPLES ON EARTH can be blessed.” E7F
M “RESHNERZRTHER LR EA. 7

* Now, because this has implications for you and me, | want to talk about three things as it relates to
whatwe are hearing. 37, RREHERMBELE, FUABEHRKSKELMAEIINEEERN=1FF.

* | want to talk about 3 things: FiEzk ==
» What this means. is&bkZHE * What gets lost /0T B ¢ What this takes. 5 F &2+

What this means. & ErkEH &

Missio Dei

* The Mission of God. #I{#E#s * Andit’ sthisidea that God has a plan. EtZ _FE BT 2Ig4E%
» God has a mission. %A {#ES * God has hopes for humanity. 5% A 8% b5 E

* And those hopes are connected to the real life stories of people as far back as Abraham, and as far
forward to people like YOU and ME, today. ISR ERAMNAEEMHNHESEME, HEANFREESE
SREIREBZMAST L.

e See, here’ s what | want you to understand.

* God wants to restore and heal humanity and the world we live in. 318 I 258 AFEMF P45
Ryt R

e That’ s the larger story of the Bible.

» God wants to deliver SHALOM to the doorstep of every household. 757 B EERFIZE /DS 2 TS ER
FERIZR O

» God wants to restore the relationship he has with humanity. 5 RE M A BRI B

* He wants to heal the relationships we have with one another. fh#8 825 3k P EL 1K It~ BBV B (% -
* He wants to redeem the way we move through our days. fth48ESE I B A 4EFE A .

e And so, this thing, called “CHURCH” isn’ tthe goal. Fii8f “BEg” F2EE

* The churchisn’ tthe end. HE&XRE4KRE,

* The churchis the MEANS to anend. H&2EZ BN ZE

e The church is an instrument in the hands of God, that he uses to bring his plans to bear. #=E=& £ F

THRIR, tAERETASHE.

* The Missio Deiis calling us and sending us, the church of Jesus, to be like missionaries in our own so-
cieties or in the cultures where we find ourselves. “Missio Dei” IEFERFE3 M, WIREFK P92 EPERRI
g, EERMANEESIMmENXX LR EER L.

« So that ALL the people of the earth would be blessed. E#EthEk F AR AL EZ 2115,

* Our presence in the world should make the world a better place to live. F 7R _ENEFEEEZ{FEL
R A —EEEFNEFST

* We deliver human flourishing on every level. Ff#E & EEwE L BN AENEL,



* |t begins with an individual meeting the person of Jesus, and it expands out to every corner of life.
REANREERAEBRR, REBERIESNEER%.

What gets lost &4k T {1
e God’ splanisinterwoven WITH humanity. EERIETE1E A BT GE—R
* And humanity can often be the problem. AfEFFEEER#E

* We see this through the history of Israel in the Old Testament, we hear in the words of the Pharisees in
the New Testament, and then we witness it with our own eyes in the church today. FPEHELNFHIAE
FIESEHEIAENBE, EFOPLUEFNBEANFEEIIEERE, RERMSAELgPHRRRFEERE.

* The problem is that we become inward-focused. BEEEFH (N EEEOH S
e we get ‘self-centered.” IHMEE “UEHREHL” .

* As both individuals and groups, we have a tendency to turn our attention back toward ourselves,
and away from the mission of God and the people he wants to bless. We make it about us. #Ezm{E A =k
EiE, RMEHEHEIENERIRMEC S ERMED, mizsl 7T EFNEsAtbERENAR. RMOERME
S REE.

* This happened so many times with Israel. Years after Abraham had passed on, the people of Israel
would develop a pattern of losing sight of their calling. EEMG&F3E4 TRZ R. AR FEEHE, e
IAREBMEAENRBCHEBERERH.

* They were to be a city on a hill. 1L _ERIH™T

« Alight for other nations to see. & BT L& TR

* Others were to meet God through them. BI| A Zi# i fth {FIEL 14 /B3R

 But time and time again, they would lose the plot. BEE2—%& X —%&, f{EREE T (S8

* And time and time again, God would disrupt their history to get them back on track. B—%xX—&,

FEEFTER IR, (FftbfIEEES
* The Babylonian captivity. 587 B.C. FaTRI587 £ E 2B L&

* Jerusalem has fallen and it’ s people have become exiles in the beautiful but brutal city of Babylon.
ERERHULBETE, ARMTEEREMEEIE iR

* The Babylonians had a philosophy at it related to conquering people that was brand new. EEEfg A
Bkt E 2 HE&

» Whereas some nations killed, or enslaved, the Babylonians assimilated. BLEE RS IR B
FRAIEZR, BEEbfm ARLAEkRGE.

* They believed that within a generation or two, the powerful culture of Babylon would simply over-
ride every other culture, and everyone would just become like them. ¢ So when they conquered a
land, they took as many people of influence as they could, and they brought to Babylon. fi{f8:2 5,
E—MRAZNAN, Bibfmsa XX e EEmRREMFE Xk, SEARGSSEMMA—1K. BHit, EthiH
{EfR—3R L 3thes, M/ URSHRKES HHA, EHMMAFIIEL®.

* So this happens to the ancient Hebrews. They face a dilemma. Eitt, HFRFERAZBEEEER.
fth P9 T B R 452

* |f we move into the city as the Babylonians desire, we will lose our spiritual identity. ¢« We won’ tbe
God’ speople. MRFHMILERELL B ANERBESERHT, REFERERFNBENSH. BOETEHR



EFEHNFR

« So the false prophets of Israel said, “We can’ tdothat.” FEitt, MEFIRBLHME: “HRIREEEEY
* We need to stay out of the city. F{IFEEREIHT

* Stay separate from the culture. B ARE HI 1k 4 B

* We can use it. We can shop there, and work there, but don’ tbecome a part of it. FH{HrTA{FEH
B. HMAIAEIEREY), LEXEIE, EXRERREN B2

* Andit’ shere that we see God move. F{EEEEE LFHIITE

* And he moves in such a way that it brings clarity to who we are and what we do. # IS Ei{EF P55

BHCEaE, It E

* Through the prophet Jeremiah God gives Israel a wakeup call. BB FERFIK, EFFET RS,
* He does’ twant them to lose their identity. fthAEFEMFILEMMPIBE S5

* But he also doesn’ t want them to stay outside the city. {E2fbth A% B PIRER TN

* He wants them to be a part of his mission in the world. fth FH 2B P At F{F AR —3H 5

* He wants them to ENGAGE the culture, and at same time RETAIN their spiritual identity. fh FHEE i<
HEMM L, RRRFEFMFENEESH

Jeremiah 29:4
This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those | carried into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon:

BFKE 29145 £/ TBEZEME - USFINHE—IHIBEEN (EREM MBS BIEEIE L&
HIA)

* The Babylonians didn’ t carry Israel into exile. N2 E LL @ ABERLL B FI A
e God says, HE carried them into exile. #1582 #hAF b FI5R ALY

e | “SENT” you. HZEER

e Sentis the language of mission. ZEBEEHWER

* This had to be incredibly disorienting. E—E2FES AHUES

* Because THESE people had forgotten their purpose in the world. *FA&EiEL A2 & SEC T thfEHER £
HfsEer 7

* So God says, “Isentyouhere.” #8: “FX{REKEE. ”

Jeremiah 29:5-6

Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have
sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.

BFKRE 29: SRMERIERFE, FAEET; BERE, CRPREN; BELART, REMNETFEE, FIR
PR REA, EREX. ERREERS, TEHD.

* All of thisis to say, “Welcome Home.” FrEELLEHR “BHIER" |,
* Thisis your new home. E 2R,

* This is your new redlity, if you will. 11REE, E2ENFTHIER



I8

* Andyou’ re going to be here for awhile. It B EEREF =R

Jeremiah 29:7
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord
forit, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

7R EIR PRI, RPEAEIHKER, BFEEESIMNE; RAEIRHESTER, RPLBEESFER.
* Now there’ stwo things you can’ t miss here. & ABESEIB M
e First, Jeremiah uses a word we looked at last week.

e Jeremiah says, “Seek the Peace of the city to which | have carried you.” BRFIKER: “FRPT{ER{FEHE
BRINAE, REZEPBEHKER”

e Butin Hebrew he says, “Seek the SHALOM” fh#EFAKEFR: “SKSHALOM (bEEFEZR) 7
» Shalom means wholeness. ShalomybgEE & R TR M

* Shalom means soundness. Shalomyb g2k~ fEs

e Shalom means goodness. Shalomyb e F L EfER =

* Shalom means completeness. Shalomyb e 2 EkE 5T

* He says, Move in, and SEEK this---but notice, NOT FOR YOURSELVES:--but for THE CITY to wish | have
carried you. Seek the SHALOM of the CITY. fhzR: “#fzk, ZkShalomybgeEz, - T EFEEAER, T2
wECH, mess “BArFERMEEZINI, (RPERIBHKFER”

* Maybe you’ ve heard me make reference to, or you’ ve picked up on thisidea, that we, as a
church, are FFEERBRIRINIG, HFLBELEZ TEREEZE, RMHEREERE

“For the City”  “BTIH™"

* That is wholly based upon what we see God saying to his people in Jeremiah 29. iE5t& 3 EERFIK
H29HhED LEHhH TR

e In fact we have to see - this is so critical - is that YOUR prosperity, YOUR SHALOM, is connected to the
ACTIVITY you engage in for the place you live. B F, HFVNAEET-EIFERME-ENSEE, BBMEDEE
B L BIS R BRI T 2 p S g B R

* There’ s a connection between the shalom you experience, and the shalom you work for on behalf
of others. & prHg Y BRFNEEDEE A L BB it fth A RV ER AN EE D BE S 2 2RO FHRA MY

e Sojust to be clear, God’ s not telling them to adopt Babylon’ s values or turn a blind eye to its bro-
ken behaviors, but he is telling them live out lives of love and joy. &% G4 skftt iR EE L GRNEEE
ZHELEBHNERTREMAR, B2 SR MEZFTREMSTENESE.

* He is calling them to serve this city. fth7EREmR{th P95 FEI T IR EE
e To be for the city. & “ETiHmH’

e Infact, I’ m hard pressed to find any point where God tells his people to move to places where
everyone agrees with them. BFg £, HRREHLT LFEFMPNFRBIZMENABFHEBDE RS

e | don’ tsee God creating communes of like minded people. FHEARE| FFALEEEESHNAR AT

* | see him sending change agents into cities through communities of grace. FEZfthiEiE Bt [E R

B EEEEENET

e We’ ve turned the church into a fortress, when we were called to be a force.



EHME ERAE—RNIER, AMESEEFREER T EE.

e That’ s what gets lost, time and time again. Generation after generation. * M ERMEENESE,
-__}5'\2_—;7\, -—1%2_1%0

* Move in. Build homes. Plant Gardens. Seek the SHALOM of the city.
that” swhatit meansto go “BEYOND”

RN BIEEE. EE. BREHHFLZ. Bz B R

What this takes EEEHERE

Hebrews 11:8-10

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed
and went, even though he did not know where he was going. ? By faith he made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.

SIRANFRERE, REMEMEMEE, EFRESRENML X, HEANRHE, BERMEMREE. 7tHE
=5, MEFBAZHER, FREEMEEIIRT, RIBRE—ERFFRUE. E&E—1%.

“Abraham:---obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.” v. 8 se{HHIZE:---
BRIET, BEMATEZEZME.

» God told Abraham to start walking---and he DID. 54 iR AR BRI Ia{TE - fhatRRZ M T

* And that reveals something critical that we need to hold in our hearts: It’ s normal to be certain
about God and uncertain about your circumstances. ERBHRPEEFECE@EME: HLEFE0E, H
BHEEAEEEEEN.

* Certainty about God and certainty about life are two VERY different things. ¥ 5 EIEIEMEN £ 6
HHEEEEMGIEETENE

*But too often we confuse them. B2 ME EEIEMEERXE R .
* We expect God to speak through the certainty of circumstances. F{PIFE LEEEENIE N TeRaa

e The reality is that when you start living out the mission of God in your life, you will find yourself in
uncertain circumstances. HEERZE, EXMGBEITAER LFNESER, BEERACERTHEENIRE
H,

* But you can be certain of God, no matter the circumstance. {BE:/E R0, EBEATE FFEHITERE
* Babylon was not where Israel expected to be. BELGAREEFIHIE RS
e Butit’ sexactly where God had them. B A1 HEM LT

Hebrews 11:9
9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country;

HEREN: VEEE, MEMEFZMES, FREEMEERT, HPRFE —EREFHOUE. L —1.
* He lived as a stranger. fthiBZ—@EXRIEE

* And the template for learning how to live a life that goes BEYOND, is found, HERE. i & 3k F 22
BREEHE B XPEFRHR



* We have this natural desire to  “OWN?” the place or be in control. I {R4EBE “EHF" =i
HlEzt 77

* We want to be in change. B ZE & .
* But over and over again the people of God are {BEE—EBX —&EM tFHFRE
e Strangers. &k © Exiles. R EMAA © Foreigners. ShEA

* lronically, we do our best work as the people of God when we’ re in those positions. ¢ And, we
seem to do our worst, when the script gets flipped and we get power. *FAFRIFZE, #HEFREIRIERNL
SHAREENMR. MERNFREBEZNRIER, RRNHE.

* When folks have wondered why | dont get more worked up about things in our nation, it comes
back to this. B AfEMERTERERMBERNENEBELERELZNE L, ERETE—B

* [ love this country. H#BEERR
* Butl’” mstranger here. BEE2HAEEEEEK * Anexile. 2RMAA

* Called to seek the peace and prosperity of the place to which I’ ve been carried. #MRZ &K
BRI T B9 A0S B L 5

* THAT is what the gospel does. ERt 218

e Jesus’ primary mission on earth was not to change the social order. ¢ Jesus came to rescue us out
of our brokenness and offer us the freedom of forgiveness. B ERfEHIEk FRI T BEFBAENEHE
Fro HRERSRE R T B MARBERE, X ARPFRELNER.

e But when that happens, it creates a people who, in any place they reside, will have a transforming
influence. —BiEMEIERELE, el —EEEEENEMSEHEENEELEHIIA.

* The places we work, and play, and live - they change, because WE are there. « THROUGH us, the
nations will be Blessed. ML, REMETFRMG-APIRET, HARMENE. BBHKM, BBEAFH

=

* S0, as a church, what do we do? 3B, {EB¥E, FHP%EEMIE?

* Behold-:- 718 ¢ Belong.. Z& °« Be.. fi2 * Beyond:-- Bk

* When you say YES to Jesus, you say yes to & RE R ERan i7hs, B2

* Beholding--- ;¥1H#Z ¢ Belonging EF/EZE °« Be:-- ff2& ¢ Beyond--- B#iE

* Doxology =—48

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise him all creatures here below, Praise him above ye
heavenly hosts, Praise father, son, and holy ghost

BEEWEREZR, WMEAEEETRE, XIBEEHBTE, HEERQX. BF. BEE. M.
e Benediction &

* May you see that God has brought you to place you have been brought. ¢ And may you be bold
enough to realize he brought you there for areason. ¢ And may you be the kind of man or woman
who brings SHALOM to places you work, and play, and laugh, and eat. ¢ May you see the peace of
the city to which God has carried you.

FRIREE LHEFRENMLT . MEEHER, EERIMFEFINENEEREN. NEEEBES
SHALOMB R TR, R%, BECMAFRGAMA. BEED LHEBIRENHTHHFFE.



