Leviticus, Week 18 “Disobedience and Mercy”
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Happy Memorial Day Weekend — Have served or Serve [ET #1408 HFZR — MIRRAIFIERIZAIE APIEREN

We are in our second to last week of the Leviticus Series, “God In Search of Us”. Everything about Leviticus is
about God seeking to be with us. HFIEBRERER WESHEANT FIRCRIZNEBE B, FRDH AR
TR BRtE K B E I —ite

And this one starts out seemingly, kind of tough. Brad — Blessings for Obedience. S KIEE#HEICHK, BLERT .,
mEE (A HEWEN) LEED HIRKENRE.

“Punishment for Disobedience” FI¥i 7~ ERRETIZE]

There it is. Let’s be honest. When it comes to how we interact with the world around us, the people in our lives,
one of the biggest, most difficult pills to swallow is the idea that God would punish people. We don’t like to talk
about Hell. Either that, or we feel far too confident about Hell, and we talk about it too much. X:&E1E T . :RE
ih, maaMBMIEERERMAAENTER, HERNAZER, EFEIFESRHENEMN—RMEReaEIIA, M
AREkmiE . TEtk, MEESHMRER, UBREREAN T,

But here’s the thing, neither you nor | am the judge of the living and the dead! That’s not our job. | feel a lot of
peace when | remember that the judge of all people is the one who died for his enemies, who died for the people
who were killing him. BREE, BT AZIEEFHIENAIENA, BAEIFIEMN. SEFBIEENE
FIZEZRBMAOMA, SisthiEAFIMIERBMIBEOFMBIBRARFR,



But there is evil in the world that needs to be dealt with. People who take guns with them on freeways and when
they have road rage, and shoot at cars Killing 6—year—old boys. enraged people who torch their own home, take
guns to their workplace, and kill innocent co—workersThere are missiles that get launched civilian populations,
Killing innocent children and breaking up families. There are people who kidnap and murder and steal and destroy.
These things: AMAEH AR, BLEAFELE, ERLAERS, BERFBRBRIESEZNEZF. BEARK
BO—EXETBCHNEF, B REREIMLEITIEESE, EESERNQTRBERN, MEZFEZMIE, RERK
W, BEAEME, 5Rir, BE), REE, HEMSEES:

Hatred Deception Murder Abuse
IR HR B AR [E1F

These things have no place in the kingdom of God. They will have no place in the new heavens and the new earth,
so they need to be dealt with. BEEEHEHER B EMNME . EASRAFMAMAEDLBEMOM, PRUEFIR

A lot of us tend to think about wrath as God ejnoying the torture of of lost souls, but God’s wrath is always as—
socitaed with the protection of the good creation. Keeping evil out. Preserving goodness. EffizF 2 A BEEHATIE
BRI BHREERINELSENER, HEMIAN FERESIFNANEHER ., PHEREBNEE, REXY.

Now some of us may think, well, I've never killed, I’'ve never kidnapped, I've never been a pimp, so I’'m off the
hook. But no no. Revisit the sermon on the mount in Matthew 5-7. Jesus teaches us that the horrible things we
witness in the world, those sins are found in each and every one of our hearts. The anger that murders the inno—
cent is found in here, the adultery that destroys families is found in here. So the evil that needs to be dealt with in
the most dispicable murderer, needs to be dealt with in each and every one of us as well. B ARIREZE, T2
BA, =EZRBA, RMBMIBAERERBNE, MUIAREEZ, EBAEN., BB -THEXEETAECEH, HEffkT
I FRIEEE, MhsRFfIE REEsRIMALREBNE, EREIRNERESHERME—EANOREFERN, 5| 3ERVIE
?&T;;Iggﬂgﬁ/w, AERERENAEFZERMOF,. ENTEEIRERESHERT, LEEHMAE—EAS L
AERN,

| don’t know about you, but when the heavens and the earth are reborn and Christ brings to fruition the era of
peace for all peoples and the resurrection of the dead, | hope that sin will be dealt with. | hope it will have no
place in my heart, or in the new order of things. FAXEIRF, EREEBFISHMEBERER, MMETEAEBEREBA
BB EZHMNE, BARERELER, ETM8BMLERL, TE8BFFNRMER.

So we get to this tough passage in Leviticus 26. IR F 92822 858 LR HAVRIRECE26E,
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Punishment for Disobedience & i fp 1 ]

14 “‘But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if you reject my decrees and
abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, then | will do this to

you: | will bring on you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and sap your
strength. You will plant seed in vain, because your enemies will eat it. | will set my face against you so that
you will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no
one is pursuing you. “‘If after all this you will not listen to me, | will punish you for your sins seven times
over. | will break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above you like iron and the ground beneath you
like bronze. Your strength will be spent in vain, because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will the trees of
your land yield their fruit. “‘If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, | will multiply your af-
flictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. | will send wild animals against you, and they will rob you of
your children, destroy your cattle and make you so few in number that your roads will be deserted. 5814-22
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Jump Down To 40 BkiEZIF4085
“‘But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors—their unfaithfulness and their hostili-

ty toward me, which made me hostile toward them so that | sent them into the land of their enemies—then
when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, | will remember my covenant with
Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and | will remember the land. For the
land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay
for their sins because they rejected my laws and abhorred my decrees. Yet in spite of this, when they are in
the land of their enemies, | will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my
covenant with them. | am the Lord their God. But for their sake | will remember the covenant with their an-
cestors whom | brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. | am the Lord.”” 840:458&0:
I %D B CRTEMMMERSE, METIERHNAFE, TEFARECTEHEERY, HEAUTSEMEMPIRY, it
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Leviticus 26. EFi2FRC26E,
You have a choice to go your own way. {Re] DAIEE B S HE R,

Reward for Obedience. Bt ERE .

h-=%

Punishment for Disobedience. 1##p B,

Blessings and Curses or Rewards and Punishments were common in Near Eastern Covenants. #{8F1:H 75855052
ENMESTIRENRBOESE RN,

And for every blessing or reward that comes with obedience, there is a curse or punishment that is the exact re—
versal of its parallel blessing. MFEEBMEMARIMBEE— 1k, AANEILEZ/IRENREREZME, ENE,

Rain and Fertility V Famine and Defeat F7K#5% & ¥ fER 2 X FIMKEL

Peace in the Land V Drought and Poor harvest Hith#¥F1%] B EZE AU

Victory over Enemies V Animals that kill children and livestock E§B5EIARIRSFIE IR ENZ 57 LI SZHVEFER
Prosperity Beyond Measure V War Pestilence and Famine A uJ[REMZEEENHIERREKX

God’s Presence V Israel in Exile #i[E7E ¥ B LARIIBIBOE

| will walk among you V No power to stand against enemies &R RI1TEL FERERA ERIE H

The Israelites are given a distinct choice and the agency to choose. Why do the scriptures paint this dichotomy

for us? HHAGABIIABRMEREER SN, BTEENGRPIEENELENHmIEEEIF?

Remember We have to ask the question, “What are the scriptures all about? Brad has been teaching us from

the beginning that everything in Leviticus is pointing us to a greater reality. What is written and prescribed here,
represents a fuller future. The scriptures are about God’s plan to save the world, to reconcile all of creation to
himself so that we can be his people and he can be our God. Sabbath rest, the Garden of Eden reclaimed. The
union of heaven and earth. Our creator and his creation walking, and reigning together in an era of Peace. This is
what the whole story is about. So don’t lose the plot. Leviticus is tough, but remember, everything we read in this
book is a foretaste of the promised reality. IZscSEMRE, “FIRECRIRTER? "B —FBEMEERF
R P—PTER SRBEM—EERANIRE ., EEFTRFTHEN, EEE—EETERIREK, EXPHERNE R
RAVETEl, BFTEEMEENM, ERRAMNFR, ARG, LREKRR, FeEDR. REMEEGE.
BAMRIE T BRtAOFRERETT, EEMRAEIZRNIFIREDE. MRCCEREBN, B, MAERMEEREEEIINGE
HIETASRIFET,



The tabernacle, the place of worship, is a preview of the restored creation, where heaven and earth are not
separate but overlap and are unified. But like we’ve talked about before. The promise of heaven is freedom from
death. In the new heavens and the new earth that we glimpse in John’s vision in Revelation 21, death, deformity,
pain, tears, or sadness of any kind has no place. So sin and evil need to be dealt with. 2%, mﬁZiﬁj A5 HAE
ENHEFRAAR, REMABIRMES—. EWNRMZAEEBR, RENEAZERMIETHFRNLER, FAHBE
MR RERIERFRITAE, RE %t, }HEEE, B, BRRIES. MUIPIRERRRIEEILE,

So. Let’s have a conversation about life, about sin, and about death. IREEF IR KK D 7p, [BIE, BB,

Genesis. Tree of Life or Tree of Knowledge, The tree of obedience or the tree of “do things my own way” £ltt42

8, 1RSS!, el E, IBARAEIR B HE R A,
God is the source of life. 24 a0
We choose God, we choose life Ffi&iEm, FEIREAL,

We don’t choose God, and we choose death, because God is the source of life, and we cannot have life without
its source. That absence of light is darkness, the absence of heat is cold, and the absence of life is death. {4~
BiEE, MEEERT. BaeMmELtmilRE, MBMNESTERARE, RZ 7TAMEEE, RSAEMER, R
ZHEmZIEMEIT,

Psalm 14 5 f/14: 1

The fool says in his heart,  “There is no God.” BIEBALMER: 2B H,

Psalm 14 — “Fool” — a conscious moral choice FFEI4ERHNRA, MEABREHAVEE,

Not intellectual and coming to a conclusion, N E—{E{EFAIEE = R E BB P TS HAIRIEE,

but ||V|ng in a way that, even though | have encountered the living God, rejects God’s existenceT & /&7 BME
FBREKENEM, FETER NITALIE,

Remember the Israelites that are receiving this instruction. They have just seen God do some wild things. Bringing
plagues on Egypt. Splitting seas. Manifesting pillars of Fire. Making water come out of rocks! These people have
encountered God in magnificent ways, and yet, when things get tough following the manifest presence of God
through the desert, they complain that they want to go back into slavery, in fact they assert that they’d prefer it!
Moses goes up a mountain for a few weeks to receive further instructions from this amazing God and when he
returns, the people have created a golden statue and are worshipping it! [B1&ELEFRIFHRAVHBAIABIIA, A1
EREMTES, @MERREL, 2B, DUKKEERER, AEPREEK BEARBBNITEEAS, rlER, PANE
HERfhPIE)EIREY, 715 HZ%Q%’Eﬁﬁaﬁbﬁj, T1E1Fﬂﬁhﬁ;ﬁ§“?@?&§ﬂf2%%@?Uise&%ﬂ m BB BB B AR b EIRE 4T,
Erg FSILEEZERANENER, REEH, thERKEMERRREKLERE T HEREHFE.

We tend to judge the Hebrews pretty harshly, but humans have not changed very much. We can have the tree of
life right in front of us and then look over and see the tree of “but | wanna do it my way” and choose that tree!
We have incredibly short memories and incredible stubborn resolve. BfIEMEREREHAINBIIAMNTE, AIE
AN R BRI, BMEA el AT MIRAIFFIE 2 EREMR HEB TR NWBIHEEE, HME s‘é&u%{*m%ﬁﬁ
SRR B S E S,

Proof: My wife and | decided to make some changes to our eating habits this week. We celebrated our 7 year
anniversary this last weekend. In our marriage, | have grown, in patience, in love, in commitment, and in pant siz—
es. 2{@fFE: BAXMICREEEHANE —THMONREEE, B LEMBIERT CEFEELCEH, BEIfir
IEBIR, TR, 25, FEHARHERE, TR BRI,

| know what the tree of life is. | can eat a plate of carrots. Carrots are delicious. They have great texture. They
are filling. | can choose to enjoy a fresh, cold carrot that apparently will help me see better, give me energy, help
me lose fat. Pros all around. EBIAE 7 £l 2, HOIMURE—BA%ES ., HEIETZ, ORET., B
B, FATAZ—EEERRROAESERIAE, BnEm, SERRE, FR%%,



Or | can choose the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Or the tree of “But | want that.” That tree is in the
shape of a doughnut. It’s a beautiful tree. It’s sparkly. It’s warm, glazed with sugar. Maybe this particular dough—
nut has bacon on it. It’s gonna be sinfully delightful with every single bite. But | know what comes next. | lose
energy. My stomach hurts. | feel bloated. My back aches for some reason. | gain fat. | know how it goes. & &,
= ] DUEZEBHRIGFIRAOA S . thRIE R0 "HBEME a0, REIME MR, REFOEN, SRE0, &’
2, WHE, BAFEAMLLEROIE, 8R—O#HG TR 2mIZA0REE, BIIAMERRN, HEREHHE, B
ﬁJT\ﬁHE, EiRR. RNEEEME. AXIBET, HAMEN,

Even though | know that carrots lead to life, and doughnuts lead to death, | choose doughnuts. Because it’s
gotten easier and easier to choose it. My brain has forged a neural pathway that leads straight to doughnuts. My
heart’s desire steers my actions and those repeated actions become habits. BN ERREE = hELm, HES

BEIREFRT, & EEETEH%@@I RARZECHREE 5, BROMEBTEN—FHCBEEEREHTEE. Tl
,%tEESZﬁEﬁT?JzE’Jﬁ@Jﬁ'ﬁL EBEERNEMEN T B8,

And beyond just doing things that aren’t good for us, we willfully do things that wrong other people. Even when
we know how our actions will harm someone, we sometimes opt for the selfish option anyway. k& 7 BT

HECAENSIBI, BABEEEMESNIANSE, BMERFIESESERA, HAGRKEESEEXM,

Humans have a tendency to know the truth, to see the tree of life and the tree of “my way” and choose my way.
And the more and more | choose my way, the more and more consequences, the more and more death | embrace.
AEEBEOMEFRIERE, ERAGHNPR BFRE, ARXEEBI &, BMAEKEZNEESR, MEGEH
KLZHER, HARWZHERIET,

There are also those who are on a journey. Seeking answers, seeking the right questions. | have no doubt that if
you pursue the truth, you will find it in Jesus. There are those who have been brought up in other religions and
traditions, who remain curious, who continue to seek answers and better questions, who are pursuing Jesus be-
fore they even know his name. That’s not what this is. Not psalm 14 BRIAREEALER £, BREE, i__?AEE
MEIEME, BAEgE, NRMMSKERE, RSEEHREKRE, BEARNREREMRIEGER, MR, BhiE
BR, EEESNALRE, thIRESKEFEMAERH. ELANSEMMHARN. NEFRIAEFTRINERA,

This is about those who encounter the living God, and yet still want something else. And go their own way. 55 /%14

SFTRAYEALERIFIA BRI, MERBEEMAY, MMAELT BRAVER.

“There are two ways to be fooled, one is to believe what isn’t true: the other is to refuse to accept what is
true.” — Soren Kierkegaard

“BMEAAAERERF, —BRBETTZBEN, Z—EREEBREFZBEN. 7 - RR.ERINBR

Seeking truth can be really scary. When we look down the journey of facing truth, sometimes we are afraid of
what the answer might be. 2 RBEIEBRERAIH. ERMOEFEECZKEESLS, BEFRMESAMBEERE.

A part of the wisdom literature of the Old Testament is the book of Ecclesiastes, and ecclesiastes stares down
the barrel of those potentially frightening conclusions. B —AREZINHNENESHEE, EFASRAETES
FEEMERER

When we wake up to this. When we have an existential crisis. “Why am | here?! What does it all mean?” We begin
a journey toward the mystery of creation and the origin of goodness. ERMEIED, HMOEREREFEEERCHE
BF, BMIER, HWANEERE? | E—UNERSME? W HMAHREE T SRAGE 2 ESHRNER,

But there are those of us, who are so terrified by the question, we would rather not ask it in the first place. It
feels easier to pretend like what | have is enough than it does to entertain the idea that it might not be. {EthGLE
A, WEIREWE T, BMEAIAEK, BERECRBEEN/MNENELREHN T, AABLEREBRRRESSHH

=,

“When you gaze into the abyss, the abyss also gazes into you.” SE{RETEEFMES, FMBERRER,
— Friedrich Nietzsche #REBR%H.BR



The abyss is the idea that life is meaningless. And that reality feels too overwhelming to even entertain. So the
idea is that when we wake up to these existential thoughts, the harsh reality of meaninglessness stares back into
us. ERRMELME2EREZNEE, ERRELALIRENENESE, MUERMERKEHFEETEZNORER, 2
EIR B RVE 1 R R PIER BT 2R,

So get really good at distracting ourselves from the abyss. FTIAFFIFEERIE B SR PRI E R,

But we do not need to fear the abyss. Ecclesiastes acknowledges the abyss apart from God. But in God, there is
a wealth of meaning and purpose. MEXPLEABIEIRRH. FEEEFTIELERNHS RSN, MEEHEP, MEEE
RMERE,

Jesus is not afraid of the abyss. Jesus defeated the abyss. By defeating death. When we go our own way apart
from God, we are left with an abyss, but Jesus offers us a way back to God, where the abyss is silenced. BF#K;2
BN, BERNEE 7T RM. Bk TIET . —BERMEEaES SERE, HMPIRIANHM R BIRM. mELEREMH
BN E DN HNIE IR EIZ2HEEK,

What he offers does not stop at an ethical debate or a philosophical epiphany. What he offers is a deep knowing
not just of a concept, but of a person. A person who is in His very nature Love. BRERIZ AR E IO I 2 HEEERIAY
famoE T2 LAORIE, MREGERANARE—EBER, ME—EA. BEANRTRRE,

Jesus is not afraid of our questions. BRER B OFAFIROEERT .

“Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened.” — Jesus.

B¥%, MER; DM, M4, “ —- B (BXEE7:7) (Yun’s part end)

When we step into this Christian journey, we discover that truth is not limited to an idea, truth in its fullness, is a
person. When we survey the person of Christ and the power of the cross, we gaze into the eyes, not of an abyss,
but of a loving God who has done everything he has done to redeem creation and to be with us again. @&
EEEBSRNRER, RMSHRAETER—ERENER, TENWEERE—EA, ERMEFEEENUEH 73
AIRBERT, BEFBGHNAERN, MEREN LTNREE, MATHN—YIEES TRERIG 2 B RER T,

When we encounter this love, when we come face to face with this good God and we turn and go our own way,
we choose death. The price, the wages of stepping away from the giver of life is the absence of life. Without
light there is darkness, without peace there is chaos, without love there is hate, and without life there is death. &
BMBEERNE, SRMEEMNREN LT, MIFAESER SR, FMIEZETIET., BERLGHETEN
B, MiERE%Ew. RANEIZEREE, 2ENFASRE, RAEZERIR, RELEWEIZEET,

A pastor | know reminded me recently that more than anything, our prayer is not that you live your life like Jesus.
Our desire is that you live your life like Jesus because you've encountered the living God. BaRaA— A4 BT T2
B3, REENE, BRNEESTEAMGESTR—&REE., TFNEEEAMEZIEE T EMWES MM AR —1%
£iE.

But like we’ve said, not all who see this good God want want this good God. {BIFaNEFIFER, WARFIEERE
URENHHNABEEZEURENM,

Jesus Raises Lazarus (John 11) BBSRERIHERWIEEEE (WBMETENE)

Some see what Jesus has done and believe, B8 AE REBERFTITHIFLZ T,

Some people see and go to the Pharisees. They aren’t even arguing whether or not resurrection happened, they
are looking for reasons to reject him because they like their own way better. (Hardened heart) ERIAEBR 7%l
EHNEABEE, MPEEREREABETERBEEE, MARENIERKEBEHEAMMESEE SHER,
Pharaoh — Sees God and chooses his own way. jEEZ——7& BHAMDRIER CRIEEK,

This is a real human reality. EBEABEIEEZEEN.,



Matthew 19:21 - Rich Young Man B XEE 19:21—EENVEE
Sell your possession and follow me. The young man went away sorrowful because he had great possessions.
Camel and needle. Some people don’t want to give up what we have for something better. IE{REIIEE T K

IRfER, DEEBRNETRASMMNMERS . BEMNHR. ANATERRERMACERN, BMERAZFTEITFMN,

The Great Divorce. — The only people that fade away into nothingness, the only people that cannot join the heav—
enly reality of God are those who are unwilling to give up their own way. (RIHZ3) —MHE—HKTEREERH
A, BE—TEEMAHNREIRA, SHLAFEBREBCEBEIA,

The only people that aren’t going to be with God for eternity are the people who don’t want to be. lE—ARE#EK
[HAREL R EIFEMA B IBLEAEE EFEERIAL

BTW. Sometimes we need to calm down with our determining of who those people are. Some people say things

like, “Too bad they’re in Hell.” You don’t know that. You are not the judge of the living and the dead. That’s Je—
sus’ job. You and | are not qualified. | don’t know about you, but I’'m thankful that the judge of the universe is the
God who died for the people who killed him. JB{Ei2—4), BIFFERFIIEDRTEMLEA ZERMAREELSF TR, L
AFIREERR, “KMERT, MASEEE, RRUANE, HAFEEATTEANEHE. %BEHB@RE’JIVE {RIED
REEE., BIANMBEMEASHERE, ERRRHFENSHEEAIPLEREMAMIERIE,

This is not to say that there are not consequences for choosing to walk away from God. When we encounter God,
and behold his goodness and then we walk away, we are using our agency to separate ourselves from the giver
of life. This is Sin. The result of sin is death, all sin is choosing to walk away from the giver of life. Bl 1~ 257 1%
ERF LT AgaEOeR, SRfB3 LT, BMNREARRMEER®E, HMEERTFNNIERE CE LS
NBETESH. EeTt. FNEREIET, MENFETSEERREGNETE,

But let’s talk about this turnaround at the end of the chapter. B2 ZH AT mAE A =R ERISEEET,

This section that offers forgiveness and mercy even after disobedience. & 884 7 EMEE 925 it 2 1B th 1S3 E M
5

“Even when Israel languishes in exile, convinced that its sins have effectively canceled every conceivable
divine incentive for mercy, God will not abandon the covenant that begins with an inviolable promise- ‘I am
the Lord your God’ — and ends with an equally inviolable divine hope- ‘You shall be my people’. When the
final word of chapter 26 is spoken, the gift of ‘the statutes of ordinances and laws’ at Sinai should summon
Israel to celebrate, not fear, God’s promise not to be bound by God’s own principles of Justice.” — Samuel
Balentine “Eﬂfﬁb(ﬁ?ﬂ?’imuﬁiqﬂﬁﬁﬁ, s B CRISEEEERUH T Fra rI AR T LAS 3 L 3R 1RAYIE R, _I:'?Wﬂ'
BERAFEICRIFET AR 4 ‘R ERFIE(RAVH — A LARHEA rI2 AU B RO B A %S
RAEMENFR”. ” - E%@-Efﬁj’

=% 26 ENRE—UERTE, ARUNTELER BRNeIIAREE, MASRE LLHNEFAZ LEFTECH
/\EEQUE’JZ’J%

The covenants of the ancient near east cultures did not include this turn that God gives at the end. &L B X1LAY

B EIE B BAA A T AE B,

It was common to at the end of a covenant state the blessings for adherence and the curse for non—adherence,
but At the end of all the warnings, it’s as if God extends a completely unexpected and undeserved hand of mercy.
“If you walk away from me, this is the hell you are going to bring down on yourselves, but... If you confess your
sin, if you come home, | won’t hold any of this against you. There may be consequences you have to deal with,
but I'll bless you anyway.” EBLRT RIFETHEANNMENAETHENNERERERN, ELFE—IVNES
BEBEHEET —ETE2HFERNBEARNER2F. “WRMEEEERK, (REEENMRERIR, B2, WRIFR
g8, WRMRER, ﬁT\E TEMRNTE, 88— LRREFERY, BRINENER. ~



God is saying. “Even though all of your disobedience and evil is deserving of wrath and punishment, all you need
do is acknowledge where you have fallen short, and | will forgive you. You may invite the reality of death to bear

down on you, but | will bear it for you, and indeed defeat it for you.” Enter Jesus. LR, “HRIRFAIBHYIFEE

MAL B B2 RIS, BIRRFEAGRIRAIETR, FEERRIR. (RPIeEEEE TECNIRERTMS £, B
SEMAZ, LEEBMREBBE. HENIER.,

Remember the story. God has done everything He has done, to redeem the world, and be with us again. Zo{EiEE

W, EHROESEM T AT —T), UREBHR, WHERERMIE—IE.
It’s all about his desire for us to be lovingly reconciled to him.J&852 2 2T 7 LEFIE = BT,

And anything apart from life with him is death. But death has been defeated. Death is of the old order of things.
Death and all things associated must be destroyed. Must be kept out Edfi[EIE 258, EAIEIEE T . 1ERIT
EEWITNT . SECERSMNEMF. FEM—)E 2 BRI ERES, HIE 2P,

And that’s where we come back to Hell. IEEF IO thiA .

“Hell” often in Greek is Translated as “Gehenna, Valley of Hinnom, just outside the walls of Jerusalem. — Sac—
rificing children to the false God Molec. Garbage and waste went to this place. This is the illustration of where
anything goes that is not bound to him/life. Jesus references "Gehenna” as Hell this place 11 times in the NT.
There is deliberate imagery in this. Things that are vile, offensive, and evil, do not belong inside the walls of the
Holy City. Death, sickness, evil, have no place in the new creation. Everything that draws us away from life must
not be allowed inside the gates if creation is to flourish. “ithfik” T FH BB P& B W ENEE A “Gehenna, Hinnom%&, &t
FH BRI IAR I . — 1S f2 F RS RS, BORMEREE TEEM S, & —EF it/ 4 an i 2 Y= a7
HIBIF ., BRERTEFTAUHR 11 )X#§“Gehenna AR, EEEARAUENER., HEb. EIL. MBAERA, TEREHN
;&;%ZWO FET. &Iw. IBAEMAMAPRBILE 2, WREIEBERES, HAHERMIERRAE IR AE R EEEN
Fi,

So let’s look to Jesus. Remember that everything in Leviticus, everything in the scriptures points to God’s plan to
save the world, and And it’s becasue God loves us, and wants to be with us. FTUAREERFMINLESER, s8ac(E, FlIZRAC
SRR, BERE—tDERIEAE E RN R0 R, MELRALHERM, FLRAMBDE,

This call, this challenge to Obedience. | don’t think this is God flexing his muscles. “Puny, Tiny Humans.” God
doesn’t ask us to obey him because he’s insecure. His holy jealousy for us is rooted in the fact that he deeply
cares for us. EEIFR, EELIEROME., HABRER LFELBEMNANA. “B/NWAR, " LFUAEEBM
RERERMERBABRIEM, HAICRIMIR IR ERIEFA .

In the new testament, The apostle John, who refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. Which by the
way, | don’t think was a humblebrag. A wise man once told me that humility is simply an accurate self-view. |
think John was profoundly aware of the fact that he was loved by the creator of the universe. He even document—
ed the famous verse most of us memorized before the age of 7. “For God so loved the world.” FEFTAIF, {FRELY
MWE A BRI, IRER—0, BTBAER—EH#EANGE., —UBSEYEHRK, #EE2—BEHEN
BEE. BRAOEMRAAMEAIMEFEHNEIEEMENSE., tEZRH 7 HMRZHEAT 7 BB ERNES
B, ‘ARLFEHA, 7

John documents a conversation that Jesus has with his disciples that very closely parallels this passage in Leviti—

cus. AIERCER 1 BREREAFITERY —IREAEE, BEANIRECPAEEREEIFERML,

John 15 5 “l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit;(G)
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.(H) 7 If you remain in me(l) and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.(J) 8 This is to my Father’s glory,(K)
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.(L) 9 “As the Father has loved me,(M) so
have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands,(N) you will remain in my love, just as
| have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 | have told you this so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete.
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SEEREEHE, FMHAERF. FEBREEN, BHUEEMER, EAMSZERT; BA5H
TH, MPAMAENMEE,

BAELTEEHREHT, MEBERFEEIINEBHEZ, ARER, MEXKEBET.
TRMEEEHREHEH, BNEOLEEMRMER, LRAMMABEEN, TR, MEEMHRH.
SMMBIERF, ERXHMELLSE®E, FMEUMEENMNET.

OBKEMM, FUREE—K; FPEETEENER.,
VHRMEETFTENGRS, MEERENEE, ENRETFTEXRXNGS, FEEMNEE,
NELERXRECLKEMMRT, TEEUBENELEEMRMOLE, TURMNELTURE.

Why does God ask us to obey him, because he loves us! And he knows that apart from him the branch can have
no life, it withers and dies! He wants to call us his friends. He wants to be with us. And he invites us into this love
that he and the Father share because he wants us to experience the joy that he experiences. Joy made complete.
FHRBAEERMIBRM, RAMEIM! HAE, BT, SHRBES, ESMERT ! HEBIM A MhI0R
7*7% MR FMITE—E, MEFERMENIRR D ZNERNERE, AAitmERMERtmiERnss, mEns
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Maybe you’re in a place where you’ve simply been trying really hard not to break the rules so you don’t make God
angry. That’s not the point. That’s not what Leviticus 26 is actually about. God wants you close because he loves
you. tFHMREEER—E S, MRE—EESHATITHRKRA, EREMAERLTLER. EAEER. BNEMNKRTL
26 PRy, EBHLMEGIT, AAMER,

What good parent simply wants their child to fear them? Don’t we want our children to want to be with us be-
cause they love us? Not simply because of what we can protect them from or how we can benefit them. BMEIF A
BREEEMMANZFSEMF? BERfIr s E2RMNRFESZERAMBNEMAE—ER? MEEEERABF AU
REMMPIRHTEENGES, B 2RI NN EEMFHZm.

What if we wanted God, not because we know he can protect us, or benefit us? What if we wanted God simply
because we love him2RHFHSE L%, TEEARMMEHRTMRERFRERMSRIT? NREMAEERLET

B LY

When we cling to Jesus, he takes care of the sin. He takes care of the death. He prunes all that away so that we
can experience the fullness of Joy. Not the fear of a bitter tyrant. The Joy of a loving Father. &3 {F12X e ERERAT,
MG RIEFE MO, tERIERT ., B EEE VI AEEN, FRMEOERIIMENSER., TBEEHEEREND
BT, MetZEXRNEIRNE,

Benediction fil{E
May you be men and women who are gripped by the love of God, compelled to follow and obey because you love

Him. And may you know the deep love of Jesus our Saviour. Amen! FE{RES/OME RO ERIRAGITE, TEZREHRAY
EMmEEIRMER IEARR, FE(RANE B AR FESE R RESRNE, RFT!



