Advent Week 3 The Joy of His Presence
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Four traditional themes to the advent season. ¢ Peace
* Hope
e Joy elove. Bt RETH U EFERERE: &, WME, 5%, NE

The old Billy Joel song, “Honesty” came to mind. He said, Honesty is such a lonely word Everyone is

so untrue. Honesty is hardly ever heard And mostly what I need from you . Z#8ZBilly Joel—& & A&"

=4 E’]%%Ao HEIET “WEE—EABNR SEABNLAHE. RFRVEZHE, MEESRRZTEKRRSE
JE’J

Luke 2:10-11

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

& 2:10-11 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)
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The Greek word for GREAT, used here, looks like this: yéya,

Which doesn’ t seem so cool, until you translate it into English, and it looks like this: Mega FiEEEHHRY ¢
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HEya. EEIFEBRHME BLR
The angelis bringing “good news of MEGA-JOY!” XA{F#53k § B B4R = 4%

e But here’ sthe thing about Joy - andit’ s obvious based on what | already mentioned - joy is elu-
sive. E42 ZHN

In order to explain this | want to talk about three things:
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Shallow Joy Z BRI & 4

Deep Sorrow SR ZIfEE

Deep Joy RZIH = 44



“Tread softly, breath peacefully, laugh hysterically.” Nelson Mandela. EE2R{TE, FEEROMEE, K&
HECR IR SR

James 1:2-4

Count it alljoy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking in nothing.

¥t & £ 1:2-4 Chinese Union Version (Traditional)

2EMBAM, RMEEERAKRF, BEURXREL, SERMNERMHNELZABAR,
MERM. 4ERMELERD, FRMEE. TH, EERK.

We have this thing we could call “THE PURSUIT OF ALIVENESS” . We have an entire vocabulary dedi-
cated to that pursuit of our aliveness. 33+ B2 BIIEX
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* Regret i1

* Remorsel®

» Guilt§g&:

* ShameZ i

* Humiliation [£&

Because if you think about the last time you felt one of those feelings, I’ d be pretty safe saying it was
preceded by the the centralization of you.
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* And itis hard for joy to exist in the middle of:

* Regret i1

* Remorsel®

» Guilt§g&:

* ShameZ i

* Humiliation [£&
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lllustration: Babies Bt E



See, when |’ m at the center of the story, and the plot turns sideways, there’ s no where else to turn.
But when my attention is fixed on Jesus, it tells me there’ s always a way out. There’ s always a plot
twist. There’ s always a backup plan.
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e And that, in THAT moment, can deliver a JOY that transcends any circumstance. fE 3R ERIREZ], F 1M
A AR FF BB RN = 4.

* | love this quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer F{E=#k Dietrich Bonhoeffer giig ajzE

“Just when everything is bearing down on us to such an extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the
Christmas message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and that what we take to be evil and
dark is really good and light because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault, that is all. God is in the
manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness. succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us: whatever
men may do to us, they cannot but serve the God who is secretly revealed as love and rules the world
and our lives.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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lllustration: Tea tree oil XA

We need to liberally apply The Joy of Jesus during times like these.
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¢ Benediction ti&
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