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* We do something unique... i& REMA LR RBIEE,
* Advent giving to local and global outreach, P& &THAR ZEIER IR LA R th AN S BRAY(E
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* Above and beyond normal giving. HBFEKRIMEZEMER,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CsgIRe3-hgo

e What have we been doing? HEMHIREMEM—EMHEE2HE"?
 What organizations have we been working with? A& F0 BB A 1 2
¢ What are our dreams for the future. FAFIRZKRMIEIEZHEE,

e This is who we are, together, collectively... ;g 7t  BAFIMAIE, —#, &51E,
e Offer a moment to reflect... FIFA—LrEERE

Video fR4E

Ask 12

e | want to think and pray about what you might give. 18 —783f #rig {REE{T H H E,
e Maybe you know right now. 1 ZF#RIBZEANE,
¢ Or, maybe you want to talk it over with your spouse if you’re married.
HEF R ERM ABARMEEETSR — T,
e Or involve your kids if you have them. B & {REZTFHIEE, th Al LIFIF%
Tt

* Right now...ushers. IR7, I M5E LATHR
Offering Z &k

Announcements ¥R &

Message #EER

» Today we are beginning a new series, with the beginning of Advent. 4 X E8 5 [% & 5118 2 [&
. B FBaER —EHNRI,

¢ We going to be taking the next couple of months to look at the human interactions of

Jesus. HFEHE T RAMRME A AR, HPIRERE — THEREHM A ARE.

* And | think there’s good reason for it. HRAFRIIFMIERKREE,

* Over the past few decades there has been a shift. 7E:BER%+EEHKMOELE —EEE,

e It’s a shift that has been well documented and catalogued. MieEHEERLEREZ T
%1

* There has been a shift from people expressing their faith as RELIGIOUS, to, SPIRITUAL. &&
HEMEAMIEECHEMNMERRERENAEZBEZNEM,

* Maybe you’ve heard this. Maybe you’ve heard someone say, “I’m spiritual, but I’'m not
religious .” hEFRE=ER B, LEFMMEERAIAGR B, “RIBEN, ERZZAEREHN.”
¢ I’'m searching for spiritual truth, but | don’t expect to find it in religious institutions or
traditional religious teaching. EESKEMLMERE, BRATR LB EETEHERK
HERHIREBE R

¢ People in developed countries, all around the world, have become very interested in the

supernatural, or the eternal. ZE#ZEBR, URLHF, AFERZEHEHEEAWEZKIE



B SR REEL,

¢ But they will not go back to what they consider oppressive, stifling, judgmental,

RELIGION. {Efthi &R FE 12 Z BRI R, LR8I, HEHIEM, RE.

 We are interested in spiritual things. ¥ BEMEREER,
e But we are turned off by the moralism or religiosity of the past. 1B 3% X i@
EHEERIEINERBEMIED,

* So, there is a sort of new ‘spirituality’ that has emerged in our day, FTLl, FEIRS B —FEH
B BER B .
¢ in which we offer people our thoughts, but not our prayers, because that sounds too
religious. EAHMIRHHEAMBEMWEE AT HMNIBEES, BAMBKRIELERK

¢ It's personal. & B EM,
e It’s individual. 2EBEE A,
e It’s part of finding one's own identity. & MSHKBSASHHN—IH

* But here is the interesting thing. {EHBRIAIEIEE

¢ In the passage we are about to read and in this series that we are beginning, we discover

an invitation. ZE F MBI FRAE RSN KM EARZEE P, HMERRA —EEE.

¢ And it’s not an invitation to the new spirituality of our age. EF 2HHEMESHHES
i E’];ﬂ:ﬁo

e But it’s also not an invitation to the religiosity of the past. th 4~ 2 #H 8 & H RS MY
lﬂnﬁ o

» What we see is completely different than these two. EMEZIMERTLFRMN
SEEMTERMIEEE,

e It’s not some vague sense of spiritual well being. EEFEHEMmEER LHEMES,
* Noris it anew set of rules. h R2—EHMBERE,

e It’s an encounter with a concrete and living person. M EH—EEE X EEFMAEEEEH,

e Let’s read together, beginning in verse 35: ZE I M —#2:8, (#£3581FA1A8,

John 1:35-51

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher),
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and
saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found



the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.” 49 Nathanael
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus
answered him, “Because | said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of
Man.”
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¢ So, what we have here, is an introduction, and an invitation, to a NEW Spirituality.

AL, BRMEEFIN, T—EHFBENNE, thIHE,



* And it’s a spirituality that is offered to us, through the person of Jesus. Tii& {E#8Y
EMZREIBEREAAR AR e H MM,

* And the structure, or the way in which this is recorded is informative. 52850 8% A X #E
BERARZERN,
e |t tells us something about how we experience this new reality.
ESREMERREESEFHRE,

 He’s not just stating facts and recording a historical moment. {EEF R Z2Ek—EEEME
BEH,

* He’s showing us a pattern. #h7EfRFEMER—EER,

¢ And the patterns we see here, actually speak to all of us in the room today, no matter where
you fall on the spiritual spectrum. HEMIEINMER, THEEBEE L EANIER, I8
S RXEERFECLFTER.
* There are things we discover here. FFTEERBARIR,
e Things we are taught here. th#& %3 fHI%E,
* That applies, no matter WHO we are. iR 2, :SZEH#EA,

* See, what this passage presents is something that bridges the gap between the old,
lifeless, dogmatic, rigid moralism of our past and the vague, ambiguous, foggy new
spirituality. 3& & X R~ REEREN BAd, B, EEMNBEERBNIER
MR, TERM, B ‘f’J%’JE’J%ﬁiﬁﬁZF‘aﬁE’J*ﬂ;@o

e We are offered something concrete. EfEIIMEESTEEMN.,

¢ But we are ALSO offered something refreshing, and new, and life-giving.

BREH2FHN, FrlErd, EF LM,
e It's completely different, and new. 2125188, £HM,

e And all of it centers on one, repeated phrase that we just read: T 3 {1958 21| 4455 24 & {8 S &R
REWEZIE—ES L,

Come and See & &
e Jesus’ invitation, in both of the instances we just read, is “come and see”. ERERAO8LEE, 78 FH M

MIEEZIM R OEEE 2, IRM%RE.

e What does that mean? {+EZ= EIE ?
e Why is that significant? & {+ EE{R EZE1E ?
e Let me show you. EHHARIEL K,

e First, this statement is an invitation to examine. &%, SE2EEMEEN RS,
e |t’s an invitation to think. ZEHK M EE/EE,



e To fully understand it, we must also hear that what Jesus is inviting them to do, is “COME
AND THINK.” EZ£BfE, MV EFINREFESLAMME, B, Kk BEE,’

* He’s inviting them to examine the evidence. fth7E# 5t 2RiG ER K.

e So, if we go back, and look at the first ‘come and see’ we see this. MR HMEIEFE—E %K
B BMER,

e The first disciples were disciples of John the Baptist. &£ ZHEENBIPIHE,
e John the Baptist was a teacher, he was a prophet. 82— EZ%Em, th %40,
* And these guys had gathered around him, to hear what he had to say. T5&£:PI%EE
REMBEE, EithiEE,

* Then, Jesus shows up on the scene, and John points to Jesus, and says, “HE is the
one you should be following. A%, EREREEZR, HIRIEEERER, R, “2MME
ERFERARGL,

* So they have just been told he’s this incredible person. Fa%E il il # & %0 BR &% & — 18 JE
FLEIN

* And so, because of this, they follow him. IER L, h{fAEREEM.
* And Jesus asks them, “What do you want?” T ERERRI fth{f, “dRMEEHRE 2
* And what they want is what anyone wants of Jesus. i Z#th 2@ ANBEERIRAES
£SO

e We want to know if this is true. EMBMEEEFTEEE,

* And | love the way Jesus responds. R EHIERMEZ,
e It says so much about who he is. JERIZIEEAT th 2.

¢ AND, | think it informs how his followers today, should respond as well.
mELLE, EthESREMELBIKRVEEEZEZN,

e Think about this. Z2—%8,

¢ When these guys ask who he is, he’s not incredulous because they had the audacity to ask.
EELAMhEH trFEASEANRESREMEEM#LIES.

e Jesus doesn’t DEMAND belief in this moment. BRfRiifi ;2 & 7£ Itk B =R FR{5 th

* He doesn’t say, “How dare you question me!” {2 H:8, “fRMEREERFKIE ! ”
¢ He simply says, “Come” - “Come and See.” iR 2, ‘& - ‘K&,
* You want to know who | am? {RIEEsNEH 2 ?

* You’re curious about my identity? {REMEZZ2HESH 2
e You’ve been told something about who | am? {REEZR @I Z & ?



e Why don’t you come with me, and see for yourself. BMRAHERBEHK, HEEE.
* See what | do. B E,
* See how | live. EH EHREE,
eSeefor YOURSELF {REBHE.
e That’s the first time we hear this phrase. 2 ¥ — XREXE— 5.
¢ And then, the second time is when Philip goes to his friend Nathaniel, and tells him, “we

found the Messiah.” M =X, BIZBEHIKENEEZE, SRR, “KMAKE '9%%%7 ?
e And this is really interesting. SR&#&,

e | respect Nathaniel. ZHMEEBE,

¢ Nathaniel comes back with a very difficult and valid question. E{E¥( KT —EFF&#EEE
RAZARRE,

* First, there’s a stereotype against Nazareth. B %, EREEHMWATEEE .
e Second, any average student knew that the messiah would come from the line of David,

and would therefore come from the town of Bethlehem. HE X, — i3I £ A EREDR
ERRAREHRELEN, RLEZSRBIERBIRMN,

* So he asks, “What good thing comes from Nazareth?” BT LMtiRS, “Z#iEhiE A H (R 1F HY
@ r? ]

¢ And how does Philip respond? Bt A EERZH ?
e Is he incredulous? fh{E5F T 0E ?
* “How DARE you question the identity of Jesus?” “{R/EREENE FEMREIZ 1R 2~

¢ Is he offended? fthZEZEIBIL T ?
e Is he arrogant? #h &R LIS TS ?

*No. 2H,

* He simply says, ‘Well, COME AND SEE.” #hR 2, “i&Ff. {R&KE.”

e This is so helpful, not matter who you are. Fim¥fstzR:R, EZEMKREM.

* Some of you are modern day Nathaniels. H& AZESHWEBE,

* Maybe it’s not this question, but there are other questions, right? 7~ 2;EEEIRE,
BANZ HhpIfERE, A E 2

e Christianity? How could there be a loving, merciful God, when the world is



full of injustice? EBH ?ERM T A LNEREESE —EE A G0
g ?

¢ You’d ask those kinds of questions. {RF2E 3B LIR L ARSI RE,
¢ What does Jesus say to you? HRfRE#EIZIR?

e | et’s not talk about what Christians say to you, because Christians or the church
often gets this wrong. EHMZBEBERMBRMRN, RAFEEBRIBEER
EAMEE LS,

» What does Jesus say to you? HRERER{RER (T EER ?

* Let me tell you what Jesus says and doesn’t say. 38 3 & 3% 37 BB SR ER R 2% T 2T g H/ &% 1+
B,
* He doesn’t say what the new spirituality says: “It doesn’t matter what you believe.
All that matters is that it works for you.” i BRFTBERETRM, “TamIRMBEH
B, REH{RERENE, "
e He doesn’t say that. ;2 HSEER.
* He doesn’t tell you that there’s no critical thinking involved. #1;2 5 &HFIRFAEEER

HhEE,
* He doesn’t tell you that what matters is what FEELS right. #;2 B &RIMBEBERET 2
HH,

e He doesn’t that. #1i2H .

* But he also doesn’t say what traditional religion says. Mt ;2F R EFK LR,
e “Don’t question.” ‘FNEHE&E,’
* “Just believe what we told you to believe.” ‘R ERE B MEHRIREEM.,
* No. =,

¢ He says, “Come and See. Come and Think.” f1z%, ‘%k%&. KEAZE, °

* He doesn’t berate you. He invites you to examine the evidence. ;28 R E R, B EIRiEER
BB,

e See for yourself. {REZHKE,

e Don’t take my word for it. A& REFHK R,

e YOU, look. 1R, BEE,

* YOU, observe. R, #1%2,

* YOU, make an assessment. {R, 2K5%{h.

e That’s the way of Jesus. 2 ¥ 2R Z &,

* So, how do we do that? F{1/EEE#IE ?

e This is pretty challenging to a modern, intellectual thinker, right? E#—ERSZBHENE



BERNMWAZRAREN, HIE?

e |t turns out, Jesus isn’t at a church in Tigard, that we can pop into on a Sunday and
listen to his sermons. &, Mt F B —EERKEHHE, MEMEETAEE
7 B8 th 58 1B RO 4R
* We can’t drive to Hillsboro and watch him mow his lawn. 1/t 7~ & Bf 2 | Hillsboro
FHRER B R BIE LT,
e He’s not playing slow pitch softball in the rec league down the road. fth 7~ & 7£ Mt i
R I 2 IR EERFE F R,

e So, what do we do? BBEAM/EREf 2

e Well, it turns out that the Gospel writer, John, is writing to people who are in the very same
situation we are in. \BEEE, H#, ERBHEMERBELHIA,
e He’s writing to people who are in the same boat. 1 2 S ABLEFHEBEIE R FTHA,

e He’s talking to people who WEREN'T there. fth 2 BREMELEZRFZEFENAR
B,

e |t doesn’t matter if it’s the first century, or the twenty first century, if you
weren’t there, you weren’t there. R —tHic, ER =+ —tH#2, /R
THEES RAEES,

* Which is why this next detail is critical for our understanding. i& th 7t 2 &+ FE T R H 51 2 ¥
EMMEREREEN,

¢ Throughout this first chapter of John, we are told that John the Baptist SAW and that in
response to seeing, he SAID, certain things. HBEEF — &, BERAESHFEMELL
BED Bk R, FEWE,
e Sometimes it’s translated said. & &, SEEERR.
e Sometimes it’s translated witnessed. B, SEFERRE,
e Sometimes it's translated testified. & &, EEFIEBES,

e But it all means the same thing. {E#i2—EE &,

¢ |t means, “l was actually there. | really saw these things. And, now, my testimony is
admissible evidence in court.” EZ&, “KEBEME, ABRRBERELE, MBEE,
EMRBAENE L EEEMSEE.”

* The gospel writer uses words that are extremely concrete. f8EEEFER T IEEREME G,

* John isn’t talking about an inward impression. #8127 K Rith B0 =X B,
* He’s not talking about what he felt. fth 7 27 % R th g 48 %,

e He’s talking about what he SAW. 7R MIRRBR NS,

¢ Not only that, but as you read through this, it has all the marks of an eyewitness account.

ARt ERMEARRE BRERR T BEEANERE,



* For example, how long did they go to see Jesus? Z#0, #h{fHA % A L ERER ?

e Look again: HMEHE:

John 1:39b
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it
was about the tenth hour.

HHEE139 M EFMHMERMET E—XRERMRE BEHFENERET,
* Now. This is really important to understand. & —Et#i B IEBREE,
¢ Modern fiction uses details like this. &E{t/NsR S i EHEAIFIET,

¢ |f you read a modern novel, you’ll read details like, “The clock said, 4:45 as | had
stepped out his door into the cool morning air.” INRIREBE —AKIBK/NR, RE
BRI, “FFiEIEM4:450, HUZEREMFHTRELMARM,”

¢ But ancient fiction, never did. (BT ER/NR, FTEEEE,

¢ We never read that Odysseus awoke at 5 am and proceeded to make himself a cup
of French press coffee. EfitTEHIREBHEERAMERAEBCHMT —#F
=0,

¢ Those details didn’t happen. ST EEM,

¢ So everything in this passage, from ‘and it happened the next day’ to ‘they stayed until the
tenth hour’ speaks to this being an eyewitness account. FTLUEERIE S, 7 X BRHR 2 B4
fth [5] 4 2 BR 1E B ] &R AE Bk — (8 B 2228 ARIER 7.

* And readers of the day would have picked up on this. TIIRSMEE, EESHERE
&o

¢ This kind of detail was John’s way of saying, “This isn’t a legend. This isn’t a rumor. This is
an eyewitness account.” EXHIMEIE R LKBMMIRE A X KR, “EF2HER. EFIH
5. ER-ERRENER.

* And the way you can ‘come and see’ is exactly the way we did. {R‘Z&E#IA X th 2 HM L
08

* You can examine his life. {Ra] LAHEfRHAT A%,

* You can hear his words. {RA] LAEEMAIES iR,

* You can see the detail. #RE] LU (DRER .
* Speaking to this exact same subject, CS Lewis writes this: & Z|itk, CSIERZ T T EE

“Of this text there are only two possible views. Either this is reportage... Or else, some
unknown writer in the 2nd century, without known predecessors, or successors,
suddenly anticipated the whole technique of modern, novelistic, realistic narrative. If it is
untrue, it must be narrative of that kind. The reader who doesn’t see this has simply not
learned to read.”



“HE—RAAMERR EFE2—AHRE-ME EESHETNANES, AAETA, hiR
BAEREMRRT, RRERTERAYN, HHFH, XEENTERT MRARETRE WEE’J R AE
MRERTMESE, MRBBERAEHRARER AhERHT.”

- C.S. Lewis, “Modern Theology and Biblical Criticism”
CSH S, “RMRAMBMERLRER"

e This is what Lewis is saying, and, this is what ’'m saying. & RS HTATsR, L 2EKARH.

e If you read this, you’re going to have to come to one of two conclusions.
MRMEIE, MM—EETHME 2 — R,

e There is no third option. ;2B E =FE Ik,

e Either a group of first century Hebrews who had been taught all of their lives that human
beings cannot be God came up with a very elaborate, very deliberate, and incredibly
conscious system of lies; wrote it up; sent it out there; and then went out into that world
and they died for it. That they lived lives of such love and uncommon power that the
Roman Empire was swept by the power of their lives. IR R 2 —FFE—MHIEZ AT
RERMMBBMARKRAREL RN, FERDLY, FEZEN, BREHHESHGRS
CBEG ZERHEK ARMMAEEEAALRKS . ULERBEMAEXNENTZENENRE
BTEEZETRE,

*OR, B2,

* You have to believe it to be an eyewitness account of our creator God who came to us in
Human flesh - HUMAN KIND. {RREFEEER—E B EE RBMMH L AR
ffE, A - A

* There’s no middle ground. ;& & & #h %5,
* There’s no logical or scholarly way you can land in the middle of these two
explanations for what we have. ;&F Hith@EE =k 27894 X B RIKEIEE
MIEARFE Z SV Y,

¢ If you say, “l just think Jesus is a good teacher and his teaching got a blown out of
proportion by those who followed him”, if you do that, then you’re actually being
intellectually lazy and you’re not aware of what it is you’re reading when you read these
accounts. SRR, “HKARARR HIBERE —ELFEER, #0252 AL IREE 49 A KB
RS, ” NRIMEER, MMEBMREMBLRIEEREELRNKELEER,

e You don’t have to believe it. {RAWIEEFIE,
* I’'m not saying you have to believe it. 2 HRIRLEMIE.

¢ But if you want to have intellectual integrity, you can’t land in between.

BNRMEEEEE HEENIER, MEEEMERNE,
e |t either is, oritisn’t. B2, HFE,

e |t's very hard to believe either one of these positions. & & & A #EEHHE.



e But THAT is why you need to ‘come and see’. ;EIE 2R At EEE ‘KE,

e You have to examine. {REE R,

e That’s the first part of come and see, and what it means. EFLE RE'WE—EER,

* The second aspect of this is that it’s an invitation to have your life transformed. 3 — @A & =&
E 2 —EREES IR A dnrBES.
* The word ‘come’ means Jesus is inviting them to JOIN him. ‘3&’3& {& 57 2 27 BB 8 55 4 M #n fth
—i,
¢ |t means, in that you’re moving from one place - where YOU are - to another. Where
heis. BB, MRFthiE— @M 77- {REMMTT, BNR—EMTS- thFTERIM A,

e |t's an invitation to follow. 28 HMERRKE.

* He’s not content to simply say, “Here’s who | am, now believe it.” i R 1M B HRER, “Fk7ES,
HEEFT.”

¢ He says, “Come. Follow me. Have your life transformed by me.” iR, “3k. RFEFK. FHXE

fRo”

¢ When these guys heard Jesus, they followed him. 384 NEZIERER, th{ERFEM
* This is very different than being a fan of Jesus. & E2 L& BREREIEET R,

* I’'m a Portland Trailblazers fan. ¥ & K45 BB KM,
e In fact, I'd say I’'m a Damian Lillard fan. BIF £, T BHR, K2 ZRE - BREBMNH .
¢ | like Dame time. ®E#HEREZ,

e And | have friends that feel the same way. EAME —EEZHNAKR.

e An occasionally, we get together and watch games together. B8, ZMRHE—EELL

&,
* And we talk about certain things Dame did. FaiRZEWMER,

e AND, if Dame showed up at our one of our houses one evening, we’d be pretty
pumped. INFERE—EKR ELRERIBMAEPEBANR, RMBEREEIT
#.

e BUT. If Dame said, “Hey guys, | want you to move into my house.” THAT would be a
little weird, right? E|iNRERR, “BEIHM , REBHRMAMBKBERE. " SEESRF
%, 22

* I'm fan. & 29k,
* But that’s overboard. B IR tLEBEIR T,



¢ But that’s also the difference between being a FAN and being a DISCIPLE. & th 2 —{E# k0
— B fER =R,

* So, how does that happen in your life? FTLl, BEMMPER PR EEREN ?
e The last verse that we read is the key. &% — A 2/%E,

e Let me read it again, and then I'll explain. HMBEE—&E, AELZHEE,

John 1:51

And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

HEEE1:51 X © 'REEEEMERRM MPAKEFEXRAT, #EELETRE
AFHE.]

¢ Now, for those of you that maybe haven’t thought about this before, or the Bible is new to
you, it's important to remember the Bible was written in two Ianguages and Jesus spoke a
third. 751’]’1«,lﬁuiﬂn¢,x?ﬁ%1%ﬂ;aﬂﬁl MR, REMEELTAR, ERFTEKEAMBES
BHE, MR EE=TEES.
* The Old Testament was written in Hebrew. 12 A& HKRIES M,
* The New Testament was written in Greek. F#I2AFBXERM,
¢ And Jesus spoke Aramaic. BRERER R KL 4 EE

¢ Which means that our English Bibles are a translation. thzl 2% & B & 2 #EE IR,

¢ And as scholarly as they might be, they often aren’t perfect translations, and they
often miss certain cultural cues, and sometimes read into others from our own
culture. BEEXERKRMEBRESREEN, BMEEETETEN, MARTTE
ERELEXLEDN ARHEEXREMECHXIEMAEEZREBEE ML,

e That’s important here, because Jesus doesn’t say, “truly, truly | say to you...” here.

E-MUEEEREE RARKEESERAR REEEEMEFRIFM.

* He actually says “Amen, Amen, | say to you...” B EZERFFT, R,
TEMRER.....7

e Why is that significant? &{tEEREE ?

e Well, the word Amen is NEVER used the way he uses it. &l 4 B F955 8 514 38 52 B % th AR AR 4
FER8E,

e |t was used in that culture, in a way that is similar to how we use it in our culture. 7] F§7E 33 {&

XibhpE R A R BB A R ERBAXAEEL,



¢ For example, if someone was teaching in the synagogue, the elders would, after someone
spoke, says, “AMEN”. 10, iR FANEEEEHRE, REGHFEZFHER, “FPFT,

¢ And what they were saying, was, “I’ve heard this person, and with all | know and |
have experienced, That is truth.” i E R R, “RIEREEM@A, HIKETAFAT
REMN—Y), EMEEE."

* S0, Amen was an assessment, that what you just heard is truth and it was offered
by one person, about another. FTLL, FIFAZEHLIRRIREIIMEEEN, E2—
EANRBENR S —EANE,

¢ But here in John 1, Jesus does something that NO ONE dared ever.

BENBES 1 Ed, BB T ERASRFBHMHNE,
First, he STARTS the sentence with it. 1th FA R FI4ZEE

¢ And Second, he uses it to validate HIMSELF. Hz, iR EEZ B,
e This. Never. Happened. iE #2518 !
e AMEN, AMEN. PBFq, FAIP§ !

e In other words, “You need to listen to me. #aGEER, “REBEHM. “
* Because what you’re going to hear, is the truth.” R A{REEEIMNEEE,”

* But here’s where this is powerful. {B5EtE#EEEZ R
¢ And, It might be hard for us to hear in our hyper-individualistic culture. £ E A
FEAeF, HMTaeRH#IER,

¢ By doing this, he’s saying, “I’m taking away your right to decide whether or not you like
what I’'m teaching.” #it, th27ER  “KIUETIIRRERESEREMBEMEF,”
¢ “I’'m taking away your right to decide, “l feel good about this.” Or, “| like this.”

“BRNETIRRRERE, REHLRERLF,” &, “REHEKM
e And here’s what all of this means. L FTE2fFfEEEMEE

e If you want to believe, all you have to do is believe that the Bible is reliable reporting. 012 {R
MBE, MU EREERKIAEM,

¢ But if you want be a disciple; if you want to know Jesus personally, you have to be willing to
lean into what he says, whether you like it or not. BN R {RAE LA M%E, MNRIREH B R EVER
AR ARRERRIEMATR R, TEIRSRES,

¢ Now, some of you, a few of you, maybe you object and you say, “Wait. Isn’t that the same
brand of old time, impersonal, you have to believe it no matter what’ religion?” {Rf1E &
LA hFRER, “E%E EFNRERERTH?EFTEHMN, BRMERE, MWEHEE
EEREE?”



e And | want to answer that. FA8E|Z&;EEME
e The answer is No. EEEZF

¢ First, Because this isn’t impersonal. B, RA&EFZEHN

* And Second, you can’t follow him, unless you let him lead. H X, {RAEIRFEERER, BRIEIREE
HAEEEIR,

* Which means he’s going to say things that stretch you. & B bk Efth & 7 — L Z /R AT ERIRAY
=15,

¢ See, If you ignore the ‘amen, amen’ part, that means every time Jesus says something you’re
not comfortable with or isn’t ‘on brand’, you can just say, “well | don’t agree with that part.”
o FTLL, BNRARZBE T ZR“FIM, FAMI"BYFE, ii‘ﬂ*%’éZKHM}REQ—%%EW*%’?HEEQ“*%H%
HHIEERF, RATLIER, “E2HKAREMRRH,

e But what kind of Jesus do you have when you’re done? H1SRE#HIEE, RIXIRIEAAIRERZ
JEE ¥ R BR R 2

* You have a Jesus of your own hearts making. {f#& —1{&H K B C F7 & ERER

* You might say you’re following Jesus, but you’re really following yourself. {RthZF &R

R RPEERER, (BIREMR LRARMBEMRBE D,

e If you have a relationship with a person - A real flesh and blood person - And you tell me
that they never disagree with you, or contradict you, or challenge you, then I’'d challenge
the notion that you have a real relationship with that person. #NIR{FFI—{E EEMAM
FRMAFEE MBMREREMESREIR, REMBBREAR, RER S BEAR-REA
AFEEMIFEEBE?

e That’s the nature of real relationships. E2EBEFHMAE,

¢ Even my closest friendship, with the people | get along the absolute best With,
there’s challenge. There’s honesty. There’s disagreement at times. El{# 2 &

FHEE BEARESRIFHA, CEARE, FHENHE AREAI K.

* Jesus says, if you want a real relationship with a real God. BERfk:R, MR{fBEEMETIEIE
RIRA %o
 Not some figment of your own heart’s imagination, F~2{fHC#1EE,
e and not some primitive moralism, MAE—EEMEZET &
e If you want a real relationship, IR {REE—EAEEMIEERRZ
e Then take. Him at his. word. AREEGAZEMAYEEE 5E

e Let him transform your life. et SR EE
e Let him tell you things you need to hear. (Efh & RIRIMEERETIMHEE



e Come and See. KEE

e There are two parts to this. & & M{EZH

e He wants us to SEE. {48 & 3|
e He wants us to examine. b Z F 45 1R
e He wants us to look for ourselves. thZEHKMIBEC .

* And he wants us to move toward him. #th &£ F At EE.
* He wants us to walk the dusty paths of Galilee, by his side. & ZHK TS

EEEMANFELRIGH/MELE,

¢ And he wants to be changed because we chose to be his friend.

fhE R e EaRMESEMbNAR,

e Here’s what | love. S 2 EFAIE M.

e And I'll close with this. H ¥ LUt fiass,

¢ | love this because | think that seeing this, in this particular way, debunks some of the
mythology that surrounds Jesus, and especially the church. EZ# & &5 X ZRE BR
X, RAEKRTTLIBFEEREIREE, LHEESHEM—LmEE,

 When | picture these moments. & 8438 LE b I B
e When | picture Jesus, fielding these questions, | can imagine in my minds eye, a wry
smile on his face as he invites these guys to come and see. & B ERER[EIZE

LR AR, FaYiE R E thiEEE L A RBMFHRIR ERIE K,

* “Oh. You want to know about me? Come. See for yourself.” “Bi, R4 T#EHKIE? K

BERER.”

* He doesn’t pull out his Resume or offer his CV. #th;2 5 EH IR E .,
e He doesn’t respond incredulously. fth 7~ € 1% £% b [5] &
* He’s not the slightest bit defensive. fth—2hth 7 B,

e He just says, “Come. See for yourself.” iR 2%, “/REKEEF.”

e Jesus is a gentleman. HRER 2 —{ifet
e But Jesus also knows that seeing, is believing. /B BR X th 2058 R R A& 15
* | understand it when people get frustrated with church or religion. & A% £ & s R& K2R
e by, HIEAF
e | think Jesus does too. 324 BRfRth 2 a0tk

¢ But so far, the instances are few and far between where I’'ve watched someone take a good
hard look at Jesus and not come back with a smile on their face. {BZ|BHiA&l, HELEFE
A ANREHIRFERRER, MREFEMEEK,



e Jesus knew what these guys were about to see. EREREIEELE NEFHE
e And there’s nothing like him. 28 A& ih—#k,

e There’s no one that breathes more life into lifeless moments; ;2 8 A AEEEENBZLIAE
ZEN
e There’s no one that calms raging storms; ;2 B AREERAENER;
e There’s no one that turns mourning to dancing; 28 A= EE K EIS;
e Or water into wine; /K& HH
* Or meaning to the mundane, R HBHESE,
o Like, JESUS. fnERR—#x

¢ It’s exactly why these guys run and tell their friends. iEIF 2584 AL &R RKBOR
* They can’t help but to tell others, so that their lives get touched too. {15 B £ ih & 57 Al
A, B ESHthZRES,

By the way, this is why | love the church. |BE:—5), EREREHENER
* When the church is focused on Jesus. &2 &5 ;T R ERERRF
» When people are experiencing him first hand. & A1 5 2 Es {th b5
e There’s nothing like it. 3& 2B B ETH WK E

¢ So, today, no matter where you come from or what your background, the invitation is
simple and clear, Jesus says, “Come. See for yourself. And Let the truth of who | am,
change who you are.” o FTLL, #EimiR2K BM#E, & xan{a, BRERAYELEEBL S B X BARR
REBER, BEBEMHRBER,”

* Will you pray with me? {REEEfE —EiFEHE ?
Reflection & &

* For the Irreligious: An invitation to have savior that isn’t yourself. ¥fiRERZIEME B FHRE
REMFREECHHEE,

¢ For the religious: An opportunity to give up trying to defend Jesus, and simply show him to
others. HINRHAANLT HEABRFENRE MEBBEERTRGAEA
Benediction #iiE

e May you have curiosity to investigate. ® BE{R B IERAIIFZ 0,
e May you have the courage to be changed. * FE{RE X E W E R .o
e May you respond to the invitation to “Come. And See.” » FRIGFER “FREFME ! ”



