God With Us (Peace)d} 1 d 2} €7 (4 3})
B E-H el
20231 129 10¢
Bo Stern-Brady

December 10, 2023

When the war in Israel broke out in October, we had an immediate reminder of our world’s deep need
for peace. We watched horrors unfold in front of our eyes - the result of technological advancements
that give us front row seats to the atrocities that have been at work in our world for centuries.
Apparently our ability to create a wholly interconnected world has not helped improve our ability to
create peace with one another inside of that world.
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We long for peace. | long for peace. | wonder about the life my grandchildren will face and | wonder if
I’'m doing anything to leave this planet more peaceful than | found it. (Stats - anxiety in America is at
levels that would have institutionalized people in the 50’s.). We are a frantically fearful people. How do
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Often, in the old Testament, after Israel fights a wins battle with a bitter enemy, the writer will end the
story with: “And Israel had rest on every side.” L] A A S| A o] 28} o] & H o) 3 2 & 39
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That’s such a beautiful definition of Shalom - rest on every side. 2F & 2] "= Z:of| A Sk o] g} +=
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terms of having true peace - rest on every side? Is there a side that feels exposed or vulnerable to
anxiety or injury or confusion? (Results of life with no peace: Bad decisions, discouragement and
depression, debilitating anxiety, distanced relationships, etc.) |5 3412] 4kol ol %A
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Jesus stepped into our world with a big, bold title: Isaiah 9 calls Him the Prince of Peace. The Prince

who’s kingdom is made of peace. The Prince who rules not with an iron hand, but with infinite love.
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27 Peace | leave with you; my peace I give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27
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He promised not just to be the King of our peace, but also to leave that same peace with us. This raises
the important question: How do we experience it? How do we live in it? |think one word is as helpful
as any when trying to figure this out. One word has within it so much possibility because it’s a sort of

peace activator and the word is: Perspective." "1 $-2] 9] 3 3} 9] o] 5= AR o} g FA]
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One perspective on peace is: | will have peace in my life if | can control the circumstances around me. If |
can save enough money or get the right job or get into the right relationship or put the right security
system in my house. If we get the right leaders in our government, if we make the right alliances with
other nations, if we secure our border or stockpile our weapons. These systems will put peace within
reach of my own control. Even in our relationship with God, we want to figure it out - how do | make
sure | know the rules and stay inside the lines and keep God on my good side? How do | build systems
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AH5UY T L o] = '3 (Perspective)' Y Y TF."There’s a weird little story in Matthew that I've been
ruminating on this week. The sadducees - they’re the guys who know every letter of the law in Israel.
They’re the experts. They have studied every line of the Torah - they’ve memorized it. And yet...they
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Matthew 22. A woman who is unlucky enough to have seven husbands die...then she dies herself
...whose wife will she be in the resurrection? They are trying to trap Jesus in their system because
their system gives them control over everyone. They make and enforce the rules. They maintain an
ordered religious life. Jesus replies: “You are wrong because you know neither the Scriptures nor
God’s power.” lesus tells them, you are looking to build a system you can control in front of a God you
cannot. You will never find peace in creating a God after your own image. You will never find peace in
domesticating his power because He is always willing to come in and upend our preexisting systems in
order to show us the only way to true peace.
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Revelation 1 is a beautiful passage that feels so right for this, the second Sunday of advent...
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May grace (God’s unmerited favor) be granted to you and spiritual peace (the peace of Christ’s kingdom)
from Him Who is and Who was and Who is to come...and from Jesus Christ, the faithful and trustworthy
Witness, the Firstborn of the dead (the first to be brought back to life) and the Prince of the kings of the
earth. To Him whoever loves us and has once (for all) loosed and freed us from our sins by His own
blood, and formed us into a kingdom, priests to His God and Father - to him be the glory and the power
and the majesty and the dominion throughout the ages and forever and ever. Amen."-$-2] o] 7] 23] ¢}
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John goes on to describe the immeasurable power of God the most beautifully expansive way:

| am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, says the Lord God, He Who is and Who was
and Who is to come, the Almighty (the Ruler of all). Revelation 1:8 8 3F-& A1 9] H-313) 31 & o} 217
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The vision in Revelation describes a God who's power breaks through all our systems, who's power is so
far over and above our own, that any illusion of control looks ridiculous by comparison (example.) My
pastor once said that fear is the misuse of the gift of imagination. Our imaginations run wild with what
could be...what could go wrong. What if we opened up our imaginations to the influence of the Holy
Spirit? What if we asked our great God to fill us with thoughts and dreams of His power at work in our
world, in our homes, in our worries, in our decisions? Constantly throughout the Old Testament, God
tells the people of Israel - who are always up against one big enemy or another - REHEARSE God'’s
faithfulness to throughout your history. Retell the stories. Remind each other. THIS IS HOW BIG GOD
HAS BEEN TO US. This is how He has been our prince of peace. And in doing so, they are moving their
perspective to the power of God instead of the power of the things that want to destroy them. (I've
been doing this lately. When fear starts to hover and buzz, | remind myself of something great that God
has done for me and | ask him to fill my imagination with all the great things He could yet do as | rest in
Him...Ephesians 3 tells me his power is even BIGGER than anything | could imagine, so I’'m going to keep
dreaming and keep fixing my mind on His goodness and love for me and I’'m going to give myself
permission to live in the peace that comes from that.)

AAE £ e -2 o BE AAE i W shubd o] & BARsHH, 2 92 -2 ¢
A =S g glE v Holuth A2, Tl A E o] A3 E Z8olTh=
A E o] Eego] vk -] o] A2 F-olo] A, Folo] A5 A ol el JF sk
Rtk vl e AR O] S RS -2 g E e AT o8k Al v
Aotk Aol e ar I th g shibd o] Al $-21 9 7HA, -2l o] AR, -2 o) Aol A

dA et Egoll gk Azbat o 2 vhE& A& Aol ehal shAb ALl A Aol Al o] ~ehd

WA A AL F Ao} vpA] = el A st d o A& bESke] A5t e s 24 P
ol & HEolstar A =l Al A7 Al 712 shbd 2 -2l ol Al ekt A YR =7 27t
-2l 9] 3t ol e

Aotk 7 402 15 ANES] #4S 5 5hel = A o]
ob] e} whal shel = o o] ol ohl et shubg o Yo o FAIZI T, (A2 vhz o] &)
shan Qleh el ol U oAl 2 % u), shbdo] vl ekl 91U § A F s

A7) eha 7 el B RE ST @ Lol U g A AHE A w5 ol A sk 1

Qo 4 QHA Rk ol Ml 24 37 18] Fo] kel S HrHTha watvl ol b A% A
T% 7153 10 ek v A1 1) Aol rhee A7 3 el A s Q% B8k
#2a7] = k)

Our perspective on His power will ultimately determine our perspective on ourselves and our spot on
the timeline of human history. Walter Breggemann says this: “It is a sobering admission of Advent to



recognize that we are not the alpha. We are not the beginning point, not self-made, not self-sufficient;
before us and behind us is the power for life that is pure gift to be received in trusting gratitude. Itis an
equally sobering admission of Advent to recognize that we are not the omega.” We are not the ending
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We stand on a point on the timeline that feels ultimate. It feels often that we are standing on the
outcome of years and years of history. People say: the world has never been worse than this. For
goodness or morality or the church...but it has been worse than this and it has also been better. We are
here on purpose for a purpose, but not because God has asked us to control all the outcomes. What,
then, HAS he called us to? To what kind of life is Jesus inviting us into during this advent? $-2] =
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Exactly the same life he offered his disciples: A life of peace. Peace that transcends our systems or our
politics or our disappointments or our fears about the future. Peace that has gone before us. Peace that
is with us. Peace that is out in front and is waiting for us. (Every minute story.). ZL= A A} & o] 7|
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Understanding that He is God and | am not. That his promise is to be with me in trouble...to move out
ahead of my trouble, and even to move through the pages of my history and help establish peace in the
painful places | don’t like to revisit. Knowing the power of THAT peace is the greatest gift and it is born
through faith in God, but also in developing a peace-first perspective that says: “l can’t control the
outcomes, but | can trust God in the process.” | can trust the one who Was, who IS and who is to Come.
| can refocus my viewfinder and see God in this moment. | choose to see eternal outcomes (develop
this.)

olal = 2 e 17} shibd o] 3 Lk sl o] ofu gk AU T o] of& L Lhe} 3
o2l ¢ Zroll 912 Aoleh= AQUT o] 2% SbA] thol7hA] Al X o] v eAte] Ho] X &
E3ae U7} HEolbn A7 e DA RolA AHE AL W 28 F AQ U

Tgeke] P du Qe AL P B AFIY, o]k e W Bl Helin 1o



A
SA9) A2 S AL AQU . L o 10 E o 5 g1 A5 ol 7)o 3)
g2 e e Qlrka Bk AUt s 99 A3 E 1) 2 Ad P (o] &
WA A A BA L)

Morning and evening peace moments: | invite You to fill my imagination with visions of Your power and
goodness at work in my world and in the world inside my heart. | invite You to show me what it means
to pull a chair up next to the Prince of Peace and just be loved - even in moments of confusion and
craziness. |invite You into the spaces that feel jumbled, where I'm desperately trying to take back
control, and ask You to show me how to listen and wait and trust in Your power that is exponentially
greater than mine. The power that might not work everything out the way | want, but will meet me with
peace in exactly the way | need.o} & 3} A9 o, U= 2 & U}
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