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Hearing God in the Wilderness: Listening to God on the Run
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We’ve looked at how Jesus heard God in the wilderness, we’ve looked at how Moses heard God in the wil—
derness, how Naaman heard God in the wilderness — and today we’re going to look at an obscure character.
Someone we don’t talk about much and when we do, it’s not because she’s a hero of the faith. In fact, she’s
often talked about negatively — like she’s an imposter or an interloper in the story of God. But she’s not. She’s
Hagar and she’s a stunning example of what can happen when we meet God in the wilderness.
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Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; so she said to
Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps | can build a family through

her.”
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3 Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took
her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are re—
sponsible for the wrong | am suffering. | put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she
despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.”



6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar;
so she fled from her.
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Abraham’s name for Hagar: Your slave. And remember those words: Your slave is in your hands...” because
God Himself will address that idea soon.
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7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to
Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?” “I'm running
away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
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God’s name for Hagar: Hagar. Brad’s message on 6/20: “Moses pursued God into the wilderness, “When
God starts speaking, it always starts with grace.” Moses pursued God - in this case, God pursues Hagar and He
starts with grace — calls her by name, asks two important questions:

“Where have you come from and where are you going?” God knows — why does He ask? | actually love this
about God. He asks us questions he already has the answers to so that He can hear our voice, hear our answers.
The wilderness is not just where we hear God, it’s also where we are heard by God. God’s question is not just
geography — he’s asking about her life. (We come into our wilderness seasons filled with questions — don’t for-
get to let God ask some questions too.)
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Hagar answers honestly — but only half the question. Where have you come from? She essentially answers:
From the place of my desperate condition. Where are you going? She does’t address that part. This is prob—
ably indicative of the reality that she either a) has no idea where she’s going or b) sees no hope for a future for
herself. She is without direction, without vision, without hope. (Wilderness seasons can obscure our view the
future and make us believe there is no life on the other side of the wilderness. The voice of God always — AL—
WAYS — will, at least in some way, point toward a future or toward some hope we cannot see (references.) Reject
all voices that show up in your wilderness, trying to tell you all hope is lost. You're too far gone or we're too far
gone or the Church is too far gone or our country is too far gone...God is always working to restore and redeem
us to Himself. Always. It’s not always immediate, but it’s always in development if we’ll keep our feet planted on
His path for our lives.
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Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel added, “I will
increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.”
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The Messenger gives her something she’s lacked. Something she’s probably been desperate for: Direction.
Clear, detailed direction. He tells her where to go: Back to Sarai. He tells her how to be when she gets there:
Submissive. This cannot possibly be the news she is hoping to hear. This is not the direction she wants or she
would never have left. It’s funny how we anticipate that when God speaks it will always be a better dream than
the one we’re living. But sometimes the will of God for our lives is “Stay in the same marriage you've been in for
20 years when you were ready to give up at 5”. Sometimes it’s “Keep clocking in at the same job where you feel
undervalued and underpaid.” But He is asking her to go back to an old situation in a new way — submissive and
with the awareness that she is seen and known and heard by God. And then — God paints a picture of the future
Hagar has not been able to see or hope for:  He says, “I will give you...many descendants.” Please note; He
doesn’t say: “Abraham will give you or your owners will give you.... but rather, | will give you descendants — so
many that no one can count.” With this assurance, God effectively removes Abraham and Sarai as her benefac—
tors and steps in as the God of Hagar’s life and legacy. This is where Hagar the slave becomes Hagar the seen.
The known. The loved. And in this promise, Hagar who is not a man, not a patriarch and not a Jew, becomes one
of four people in the Bible to receive this covenant promise. This isn’t talked about enough. Sarai is the mother
of nations but so is Hagar. Hagar partnered with God to create a people and she did it with no other aces up
her sleeve. Lest we discount this by saying, “But God’s blessing was only on Isaac, the chosen one — In Gensis 17
God tells Abraham — And as for Ishmael...I will surely bless him; | will make him fruitful and will greatly increase
his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and | will make him into a great nation. )
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11 The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall name
him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery.
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Hagar’s relationship with God is written into the name of her son. God hears. God heard Abraham and Sarai,
begging for a child? No - Ishmael is not God’s answer to that prayer. God heard Hagar. God met her person—
ally. Directly. Face to face in the wilderness. And in the wilderness, he is rewriting the only recipe she’s known.
Invisible. Unloved. Unwanted. Unfruitful. Now she is seen, known, loved...and involved in the purpose of God. E
FREtHROBARIC MR R F RV R FAERR R 2R, SR T . E2MERA T AR FEMECER, fRk—EZRFI5? & - DEIS
ARSI KROEIE, HERZIER, MREgRM. BiEN, EHEEEEFR, maElEEFR, #HE 7 abE—
BRAL, WBIRN, THREAZHN, TRIEWN, F12EERN, REMARKERN, BEHEN, WEEN, BEEZ
EATEfRRYET 8,

He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will
live in hostility toward all his brothers.” 8Itf4216:12 fth B AMREFEE, tAOFEBRITA, AWNFHERETM; fthaE
TR TBRIRIE,



This, on the surface, is not good news - but it’s good news to Hagar because this promise that he will become
old and obstinate assures her that her unborn baby will live to see the light of day — and | can’t think of anything
a pregnant woman wants more. Ishmael will be the reminder to Hagar that the God who heard Abraham is the
God who heard — and will always hear — Hagar. And beyond that — the slave, Hagar, can see the hand of God
writing a life for her child that is wild and free. In conflict? Yes. Opposed? Certainly. But not a slave. Hagar’s
sojourn through this wilderness has not just rewritten the recipe for her life, but for the lives to follow after her.
One benefit of hearing God in the wilderness is that what we carry out of it can liberate a whole legacy. (My
friend: escaped a life of poverty and abuse — God found her and is rewriting her story and her children will live in
freedom and wholeness she never could have dreamed.)
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And then something happens in the story that is stunning in it’s significance and it’s something | can’t find any—
where else in the Bible. Hagar names God.
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13 She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now
seen[c] the One who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi[d]; it is still there, between
Kadesh and Bered. 15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne.
16 Abram was eighty—six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

Alt4C16:13 B HMMEAILIMaREAVERMES [(BRANG] . B EERHNBERIBREHONE? ~ 14 FLOEH
BZIUEEE ADB 2k, BRIEEMIFESIHRE.

gé%EEﬁ anfARE T —ERF, nfBRGRMERIINEIBH, ERG0EmEMNEIBANRR, =EEE/\ 17X
17X o

Hagar is an Egyptian and they had many gods — they had names like : Ra — god of the sun, Horace, god of ven—
geance, Hathor — goddess of motherhood — but one was bigger than them all — He was like Zeuss was to the
Greeks. He was the boss of all the other gods, the top dog, the king of kings. His name was
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Aman-Ra — The Hidden One. Aman-Ra PERIAYBR—11L,

So Hagar, when naming this new God, picks the one thing — maybe the only thing she knows for sure about Him:
He is the God who Sees me. FTAEE FEan ZENLFTE, EE T E—M——HiT ST A E RN IO E——25:
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Genesis was written about 400 years after it this occurred — and yet, the well is still known and still named af-
ter this event in Hagar’s life. How did anyone even know about this event? Hagar had to have told. Ishmael’s
name. It came right out of this desperate place in the wilderness. Ishmael is not God’s promise to Sarah and
Abraham, but He IS God’s promise to Hagar. Though she ran to the wilderness hoping to escape with her life, she
returns (to the very same place she left) carrying the promise of more life than she’ll ever be able to count. The
bigger promise that she receives, though, is the promise that God will always hear her. She is not alone. She is
not invisible. She is not nameless. The wilderness is a place of revelation. It can help us see who we are — and
that idea of discovering who we are and who we are meant to be is not passive or static, it’s active and it can be
painful. There’s friction in this process of seeing and wrestling through our own doubts and the lies we’ve been
told or the lies we’ve told ourselves and retraining our minds to believe and live in truth. It’s hard.
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In fact, the new testament uses the word “reveal” a lot — most often in regard to Gentiles discovering the revela—
tion of Jesus Christ. EE L, MOBER "B EMEHE, ZIRIMNIAZREHEENRTER.

A few days after Jesus is born, a man named Simeon sees him in the temple and recognizes him. Easily. Every
human interaction with the messiah before this has required an angelic introduction. But Simeon recognizes
God-wrapped-in=a—baby the second he sees Him. And he holds that baby in his arms and he prays this: fEER&R
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“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen

your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the
glory of your people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32
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Simeon says Jesus is the light of REVELATION to the Gentiles. And with that, he rewrites the recipe the Jews
have believed is sacred. The Gentiles are in. The Messiah will be revealed to them just as He will be revealed to
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Revelation is a beautiful word in English, but the Greek word for it is apokalypsis. Apocalypse. The process of
seeing God as He really is and understanding His love for us is explosive. It’s tumultuous. It can feel like the
whole world is falling in on us as we are forced to let go of other dependencies in order to grab hold of Hlis love
alone. The process of moving from abandoned, nameless and rejected to loved, chosen and seen is no joke. But
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The revelation of the glory of God to the gentiles began in the wilderness with a slave girl on the run. It contin—
ues to this day. We are all in the process of learning to see Him as He really is. He meets us in our desperation
not to remind us how messed up our lives are, but to tell us He will be with us no matter what — and to remind us
that He is at work in ways we can’t see and maybe won’t see until the other side of eternity. ISR I
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Where are you today? In the waiting? In the wilderness? In a fruitful place? In a hopeless space? All | know for
sure: He can meet you there. He can find you there. And He can do something in your wilderness that will ripple
out from your life and into a hopeless world. SRIFEAHEMA? BAEZE? TBES? t—ESRLE2iM? BE2F
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