The Time Between
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Luke 2:18-19 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.
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We have this tendency to get caught up in the excitement of what is new, but not the same excite-
ment about settling in for the long haul afterwards. I % S HFTEYIR T EERTIR S | M RE|EE, BEEX
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Inter: How do we live in the times between — after God intervenes and shows up — after life is interrupt-
ed —when our next steps are determined by that intervention, but the excitement factor —is gone.
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Trans: Mary was on such a journey following with birth of Jesus and | think we can learn a lot as we
travel with her. Let’ slook at the crescendo of events that happened when Jesus was born...
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Luke 2:8-14. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, |
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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Luke 2:15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,



“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.”
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Luke 2:16-20 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a man-
ger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all
these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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Luke 1:1-4 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been
accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of
the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for
some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have
certainty concerning the things you have been taught.
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Luke 1:31-33

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.”

ENEEFIVRERZAE T, AJGERZMEE. 2BRX, BAESENR T, TWEILMBEXENLE
fih. IMBHEERRNE, BEEKE; HNBEHRRAEESR. |

God has a way of intense interruption. He changes our direction. The change is not to leave usin a
state of hyper-excitement, but to set us on a course. He has purpose in our lives and the paths we
walk. Once He sets us on that course, it is our turn to walk it out. _FFEE—fERFIHFES . e
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We are told, “And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.” Wonderis area-
sonable response. NLEERAY, BMEREWNF 2 NBMMFFARNGE. 22— ESENERE

“Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” EF|zal0E—VIIEFELE, &
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That’ s how she describes life in between. After all the things said and all the miraculous events, and
the long stretch of raising a child in obscurity, she treasured and pondered.



The road ahead for Mary would be mundane, miraculous, tragic and wonderful. If she had seen it laid
out before it happened, she likely would have been overwhelmed. ihsi BiEt&iEAME 2 BREE. 7
FTEMEERTT, BETHENTEZE, XRAMBRRMEET —BZF, BE—VNEEELE, RE
B8, BEEMARRZIEFEEN, 5, EBMEFN. MRGAFEZEZARANETSHEHRAR, IELMD
AlREE N ANPTHE

If God were to listen to me, life would have been very different.
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There have been times of struggle, pain and death | would have written out of my story.
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There have been times of trudging monotony that | would have written out of my story.
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There have been times of betrayal and dismissal that | would have written out of my story. B {EH L
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Yet every one of those times gave depth and meaning to life — and maybe a bit of wisdom. 23, &
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Mary treasured. The Greek word for “treasured,” is cuveTnpel (soon tay ray o), also means “kept
safe.” IFEELEE. FRXHH “BE" —m@coovvernps, LERE ‘ZLMRFEFE" .

Mary “kept these things safe,” because they were of great value to her. They were memorials of
the tangible, physical events of a life in tune with God. Her memories included Gabriel visiting her and
telling her that she would be the one by whom prophecy would be fulfiled, her sulbmission and obe-
dience, her cousin’ s baby leaping in a womb, her husband’ s belief in her, and a visit by shepherds
who told of the Glory of God and the royal announcement. EFIZE AR E —INEFELOE, RAESLLE
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It was important to treasure these things and to have a visible reminder of God’ s presence in the life
of our family. EEMEBIRE—INFHEELRE, LBBMEE LFRBMORERE
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Because promises were made and fulfilled, and now the slow, hard work of life is in motion E & B2
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Because the passage of time makes us forget [ & B B R E I =50



Ponder

Mary pondered. The Greek word for “pondered” is cLuBAAA® (sum ballow), which means to pull
togetherin one’ s mind, to confer with one’ s self. There is a difference between how we might think
of what it means to ponder from what is Hebrew thought.
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The Hebrew sense of the word ponder different. Ron Rolheiser, in his book Sacred Fire says it this way,

“to ponder, in the Hebrew sense, means to hold, carry, and transform tension, so as not to give it
back in kind, knowing that whatever energies we do not transform we will transmit.” FH{A&:EE B/
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Presence

She was in the presence of the living God. Jesus was with her. She moved in the presence of God in
the flesh. Think about this for a minute. Something beautiful and life-sustaining in and of itself is the Pres-
ence of God in Mary’ slife. God chose to reveal Himself to the world through the birth of a helpless
baby. God entrusted Himself to a young peasant Jewish girl.
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Luke 2:40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon
him. - 40 FiEns R A, AR, mRmER, XARHNEEMS E.

Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. - 52ER&Ra0 &
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And Mary saw it all. And she treasured it. And she pondered it. ITEEGRES| T —1]. MIME—HNEEFEE
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Yes, Jesus entered the world to Judge sin. But more importantly, He came to restore the broken rela-
tionship between God and Man. Jesus puts the human face on a God who is here to invite us home.
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We are in the presence of Jesus, because He is here. Now. Wherever you’ ve gathered to hear this
message. He is with us.
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Luke 17:20-21 ---he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be ob-
served, nor will they say, ‘Look, hereitisl” or ‘There!l’ for behold, the Kingdom of God is in the
midst of you.”
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We are Kingdom people. We belong to another reality that is not of this broken world. Jesus is the King
of Heaven and has brought His Kingdom to Earth, alive in us.
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To be part of this Kingdom is to recognize not only the brokenness of humanity — a brokenness we alll
share — but our absolute dependence on Jesus and on His desire for us to live in interdependence with
one another. God wants to empower Kingdom people to live in areality of “one-another-ness’ that
transcends the natural — because it is supernatural. It is the power of Jesus to give us strength in the
tensions. In Matthew, He says,
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Matthew 11:28-30 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
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Matthew 28:20 “---behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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Benediction

May you treasure the deposits God has made, from which you can draw strength May you find in your
pondering the assurance of God’ s ability to carry you in the tension And may you know the Presence
of God - in times when you read Scripture and His words speak life to you, in times when you give
yourself to prayer and know He hears you, and in the places of stillness where He promises that in that
place, you will know that He is God.
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