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Let it rise, let praise arise

Verse 2:
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Let it rise, let praise arise
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Interlude:
Oh we praise You
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Let it rise, let faith arise
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We praise You, we praise You
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Romans review. Paul is writing to a church that is divided at the core and surrounded
by a culture that is positioned as an enemy of the Church. Divisions abound in the
relationships of brothers and sisters inside and hostility abounds towards those

outside. He’s laid the groundwork for salvation by grace through faith, and then in
chapter 12 he’s turned his pen toward the practical. He moves to explain to them
exactly how this shiny, new belief system should be working as an operating system in
their lives. Belief system = instruction manual. Operating system - what actually does
or does not do the work. We don’t try to create a spreadsheet using the instruction
manual, we need the actual operating system for that. So - Romans 12 is Paul
speaking into the operating systems of believers, saying: This is how you know your
faith is or is not working as Jesus intended it to work. {F ) 3, RF A ZEEWN
BER—TRBEIR NERFRANHES, AN SRETEFEES TEKHRRS
MOV RKZ BH . MMELITTEM , RERERRAERRE , BIFEOMK , B THET+
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Two weeks ago, Brad covered verse one: Present your bodies a living sacrifice. Die to
yourself. That’'s good to remember as we launch into this section of Paul’s letter. There
are no promises for a life of ease or self-obsession, but there are promises for a truly
glorious and eternally rewarding life. P& LART, Brad#mt 78— : IEIRAY F 4R L |
LEFR NBACE. BEHRARFHENINEREN , BMNBRHFEEX—R. BRIDRERE
RIELSE—MENNEEREHRER , BREBINE—MRIL , 2BEREN , BXKZMNER
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Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Romans 12:9-11

BEATHER , BERE , EEXIT. ZHN , BERIEER , FHA , BERILHEL, REBT
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Love must be sincere. That word sincere means “without simulation”. Sim city. Build a



city and pretend you run it. Build a restaurant. Fly a plane. Be a war hero. We’ve created

a million ways to pretend we’re something we’re not. And the rewards of pretend

pursuits are ALSO simulations. They aren’t real. So here, Paul says, “None of this
pretending for those who claim faith in the one, true Jesus. Your love doesn’t have to be
perfect, but it's gotta be REAL. Genuine. Sincere. In America, we are prone to

hyperbolic love. | Love Smoothies. This burger is LIFE CHANGING. We've gotten so

used to spewing baloney, it's hard to recognize the real stuff anymore...but not

impossible. Think back to a time when someone truly and sincerely showed love for

you. Love like that. ZAEBEH, ERNEERETAER, E—ERHBERESAEYT E—
MRIE. 7T el MR, BIMNOET R T LIV ERERNZRNART 2R B A
AP, EBEMEHRERERN. ERMBEFREN, AR, XE | RIH , IEHFRELES
EDERSKE L, RNEATUFRTS , BRUMESE, B, BE. £iLxE , RIBETEH
ME, REPNE. XHMXEEEMBEEG. BOBIRTER , AZTUANHAHARENET
55. BRUAFAEFRAMRE, BRLLEARRBXIRERENME, ZRR2EGIH,

Paul tells them to keep their core values straight - love the right things, and hate the
right things. (Maybe something on core values here). &% &iFMIIERE AN
DM EN - ENHNE , RENS. (BFXEEXNMEN, )

Never be lacking in zeal. Uh oh. This one got me. Because I've been tired for three
years. Tired of fighting, tired of the theological gymnastics that are going on in the
capital-C church, just tired. And jaded. And cynical. That doesn’t sound very zealous,
does it? The cry of my heart over the past few months has changed from “Fix our world
and fix Your church!” To “Restore in me a passion for the restoration of all things. Make
me zealous again for what only You can do in our world.” The thing is: If we lose our
zeal for His work and His way, | fear we’ll pick it up for the wrong work and the wrong
way instead. Paul was a zealous persecutor of Christians until Jesus hit him with a
light and turned him toward the good, the true and the beautiful. When we lose our
vision for the good, the true and the beautiful we can easily replace it with a zeal for
judging and criticizing instead and it makes us bitter and ineffective. FELXERD, 1B
BN EEERE. ENBRBE=ZFHNERNEBE, WERES. NEEZHNTHK
MERNGEEE, #27 BT , HiltHke 7. SWEXFRBRERL , RB?&E/LNA
B, HHRDE, BOFERHUERMNOER , ABTHBNEFIER T REERER
HRAE— IR BRR  “WREMNKREXN M THEMMBEH TR |, BBAEBEN2
HRN THENERNAXNAKE. REGELRAP/CEEEEE , EIEHRUA T/ ,
FEithBARH L RRE EXNEE, SBIMNRXEXNRE , EXNMEENINR , RINBEZIE
PO R ICH , #F , NERMN=EZSNEA D,

Keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Most of the things that drain our fervor are
....people. And that’s what this passage is going to help us tackle. How do we stay in
love with Jesus and His church and Hls world when His church and HIs world are so
filled with humans? Difficult, demanding, fallen, mistaken humans? That’s what he’s
about to tell us and hold onto your hats and keep the first verse in mind: Offer your



bodies as a living sacrifice. RIFMFREBMHRD , REH, RBESZERINKEZROHZE..
A XEEENENRRBEIBRNFRABE, RINEFRENTHNE , URMEHHS |,
BEE , N H S, MHNEETRERERBT AL ? EE , E82% , WK, ZHEROAN?
XN AMEFERN , ERIMNRE , BidE—T . FHE4ELE , YEEFR.

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s
people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. Romans 12:12-16

FEIREPERESR , EREFEDM, HEEEY, ZERZEZSH , FE-HKORT, BiE
fRINE , BRMIGE, RERE , TURE. SEFNAEZRS%R , BRENVAERR, E
RUILRD, FESSEX, BEZMAEMOAN. (NASEBIFEBLRER, (FEH)
12:12-16

Paul often writes in triplets and especially in Romans and most especially in this
passage. Here, here rattles off one sentence with three directives (and each one

could be a full sermon): REFLXEE=BNAF , AHRE (FEH) B, XE , siE—
MEBRMAF(E—BREBALBEN—RHE )

* Be joyful in hope #E{EEZHEER
* Be patient in affliction 7£ &3 ERH
* Faithful in prayer #F&Z[EY)

These are all the product of work that is being done exclusively internally. Be joyful.

Now, further in this passage, he’ll instruct us to weep with those who weep, so Paul is

not commanding joy. He is not advocating the suppression of all negative emotions. He
is, | believe, offering up joyful hope as a beautiful option that will serve us well when we
choose it. Joyful hope can endure alongside deep grief - | know this one. I've

experienced this one. Joy and sorrow are not exclusive emotions. Both are true and

valid, but Paul is saying: Always be intentional to catch the whiff of joy in the air. Be
patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. These three things are the internal set up for

the external actions he’ll talk about next. They are the fuel that moves us toward doing
these very hard things and this is where we’re gonna camp for the rest of our time
together, and | think this is really important ground: X&£E & EMNRLERTHKN, B
EfX. EXERE , HEHSENESRINA—RRIY , AIAEXE , RFFRED TR
MNEER. MTREZREEIFFANAEEE. b2 K BEE , BREAERIN—TLUE
REERE , MRBENEENE, EREVERTUBPRNBZIRUNER - KAEX—
R BBLELId, ERNERTREMIEFNGEE, SHERREEXIMBEEATR, B
ERFUNR  EREFEMENEE[SPN—LER, EEETEDM , FEEEY. X
ZHEZHNDREN , RUEHERERME TEHEHN. EMNRRAIATLITE —LRHER
EMN , ERARNEEERNARIT TEEZEHM,



17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath,
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. On the
contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good.
REET-F
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Let’s focus on the center of that passage: ZEHMZEERIE—ERMPID,

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans
1218 HE 2 AE1T . M EF H B R A 7 BE . 12:18

The word “peace” in this passage is a Greek word that is only used this one time in
the whole New Testament. It means: & &1 9 “FiE"— RN A EE X EBAFHF R
mﬁljg_mo

eireneuontes = to keep the peace, to live peacefully ‘eireneuontes’ 7l X 2 &R EFM
T, MEMEEHER,

Most of the time, when peace is mentioned in the New Testament, it’s this word that’s

used: KB FHE, FHPIREIFITE, AR ZEEA:

eirenen = prosperity, peace, quietness, rest, health and welfare, to join. When all
essential parts are joined together. Eirenen = %, T%&, RE, T8, EEMER,
MRE—iE, RIEMTARLEERMNERET I,

We find this word for peace in verses like this: FIE 7 S &K E P ERIEEA:

He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be
freed from your suffering.” E R85 5:34 BB fif ¥T fth 52, “%5, IRERT
R TERZTHEER MPUKBTERT

This word for peace, in fact, is used nearly every time Jesus heals someone. He’s



brought the broken pieces of their life together. This kind of peace brings resolution and
resolve. It brings restoration and redemption. It’s a bigger more holistic kind of peace.
We can call this peace, shalom, because that’s exactly the meaning. Let’s look at our
Romans text again: FF&—3d, FEL, ¥TE— RERELEAREERERE, tiLs
1B N £ ah P IR RO BN > EFBHERE R, ST R RRENER, EFKIRENLE, &
HEBEHNFEZEEERER, HMUTLUBER TR, MiE RAsSmEAE, ERMEERES
E"]"(J:T(’Evﬁo

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans
1218 EFE12M18E B RETT. R EF NEM AMEE,

This sort of a stripped down, economy version of the word. And you can even hear it in
Paul’s surrounding language. As much as you can, in whatever measure you can
control: keep the peace with other people. ;&2 —f&f1L, FBIRMFZ, IREERI LI
REMEMARPELR, & 2 68 17 - BIRTEE , FEREIEENRE , BANEMEE.

We are dealing with two kinds of peace and many kinds of enemies. With some
enemies, the only option is going to be the economy version of the word. Just lay down
your weapons and move on. Agree to disagree. Agree to ignore. Living in agreement is
hard and Paul is not suggesting it's a requirement for us with everyone. Amos 3 says
“Can two people walk together unless they are in agreement?” Nope. Imagine being

tied together in a three-legged race and the prize is five million dollars, with someone
who has a totally different finish line in mind. It would so quickly turn into a fight and then
a war. People would get hurt. It would look absurd. So, if the words of Paul are guiding
our three-legged race, we have to answer the question: FMEEIEMEELZMSIEN
. HELME, M—RERORERABHENRE. AR TIRMEIRERNT. RBFR—E8, [
BEERZHE, M- B TE2RH#M, MRELIFESZEMVERES —BEAAER —. M
ERE=FHR 33 ZAELTE L. SEEBITE., "7, ABE—ERAZRNNE
EPBENRERRIEE MIRN—EOEMTAENTEEFEMHIA—E, RMRERE
FWEEGITER, EFEARG. FAFTERERTR. T, MERREMNFEEZ2RIEEHK
MM A=ZRRAMLEE, BN ERE—ERME:

-Is peace possible? Can | go where the other person is going and still live the way |
believe God has called me to live? Am | being hurt in this relationship? #1<F A&
27 HeEES—EAEZMARMEREAERDAMITEHTHIER LG ? HEEER
HIEARPZIGERE 2

-What would it take? Do | need to change my mind on something? Take a risk on
someone else’s idea? Lay down my right to be right? OR...would doing those things
compromise who lam? B2 EXKFHN? ZEARLES LREH > EHERRAIAN
BE? BT REHHERN ?EZ SEMEEXMARZHIE?

Sometimes it’s possible to work toward and even fight for shalom in relationships and
sometimes it's good and right to lay down your weapons, untie whatever ropes exist and
walk away. HFH&SS & Eig AR ED|SER & eIFEE 2 FIAERY, TH FZ185 R E/
W ER, MTIRARIFZIFHE,

But whether you stay and fight or go in peace, Paul says our response to our
adversaries should always be this: {BRiH{REE FTig HFTEZREF L HEER,
REEREKMIHEA BB EIREZZER



Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it
is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,”’says the Lord. On the
contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Romans 12:
19-20

REENIIBEMNERN TEEHCHE, Z,Ei_IE E%EIMO[ER
1’FH§A§§?L\]E%§J:EE*;“IDQ 'fE’EI 7_ M‘#Er_ ”20}5):[
LA

FReg i &= 8 7, =46 B,
&8 T, B G fth 1S,
RAaMERT M2 RKNEAEMME L, ]

The word ‘enemy’ means adversary and while there are two kinds of peace, there are
many kinds of adversaries. There are those who are fundamentally opposed to our
success or wellbeing. These are abject enemies. With these enemies, you cannot be in
alignment, you cannot move the same direction. You are fundamentally opposed.
Shalom is not possible with them - though shalom is possible in spite of them. With

these adversaries, as much as it depends on you, lay down your weapons and move on
with your life. Don’t seek revenge, leave room for God to work. He’s on it. He’s got this.
And He loves them as much as he loves you, so He’s better at keeping the end in mind
when he works. Don’t seek revenge, and then it goes further to say in FACT, you should
give him food if he’s hungry and water if he’s thirsty. In other words, don’t withhold
compassion when it’s in your power to give it. Don’t dehumanize. Don’t place your
enemy outside the love of God. ‘Wl Bk EHF, MEE AR BT, HEA1E LEMNE
FEEAERBEMABAIMBRIFIRERN, SLEZREHBMA, FELA, R ATREEES|—
. W’FEI‘FTE*MMH%E BAR L, fRIERA EBETE , FI5E A eI REFN MM RS - Bl
ERRMR T 2 SV FIZE 2 RTRERY . FIE LR, ERTEFRMARTE, HEZM TMAOK SRR
fRENE, FEZMN, “”‘FWFHEJEFEM T, MR, S, tEEREAMERR—
B, L R EENBROEERENBL. TEHE  AEFE—SREEL | RE
ZIE A A ERRIRFHR G0z BY, JRROFHRIG PG, WAL 2R, BREERER TR ERTE
REBRIFD. TEFANE, FTERIMBNBIERERHORZ 251,

Then there are adversaries that are not necessarily against us. They might not hate us,
they might love us, in fact, they might be married to us! In any given conversation two
good people can find themselves on opposite sides of an issue. In a hot second, two
friends can go from harmony to heated to hatred. How do we respond when we find
ourselves separated ideologically from someone we would rather be in agreement
with? | think this passage still works as the right kind of guardrails to keep us inside the
way of Jesus. Don’t seek revenge - leave room for God to work. Don’t withhold the
goodness that is in your power to give. AR EF —FEMNBA—E REHM. SRR



1, RimrAreeZHM, HE, thfithesr 2HMMER ! EE—EXRHAIEREERAA
ERFEMMAEE—MELZHIH, FRWHIIR—Z|, M8 AR EFED S| BN
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On the scale of enemies from mortal enemy to Aunt Brenda’s opposing political
viewpoints at Thanksgiving dinner, we are called to make as much peace as
possible. #EEan IR B2 B ETMRE E fmE RS R E R B BUSER R, HMERE
K& ] REHhIB SK OB,

| don’t have this all figured out, and Paul’s instructions are a compass, not a map. He
doesn’t include much in the way of detail - | suspect because his intention is not to
eliminate our need for the Holy Spirit. He gives us guard rails so we know if we're
veering horribly off course, but our goal is to be right in the center of the lane of God'’s
love and to do that, we’ll have to be willing to do at least a couple of things: #2HiL
E-UFER RENERE—EEREYS, MAZIRME, thig A FMRA—R IR
ERAAMMEETZHREMBEEMFTE. e 7 HMER, FTUEMMERMRE &
ElRet TR BRMANEESEFANENEEMN D, EMIE—B, RMUEREE
DS

1. Ask the hard questions of your own heart. Is shalom possible? Is there an area
where pride or sin is getting in the way of the harmony God has called us to? 1.
BIRECR-CELH#E, fMEEn a2 FigF —Ethh 25 FEMRE T HEE &
A RIFOGE 2

2. Ask the Holy Spirit: Are there any areas where | am consciously or unconsciously
seeking revenge? Am | withholding good that | have the power to give? What
would happen if | gave it? 2. FIEE : KB XA BB T EB S KRIMERIH A ?
BEERBTERERAITHE?NRBEEITEEREMNE

3. Ask the Holy Spirit: Is this relationship toxic, abusive, dangerous or damaging?
You’re empowered by Paul to also seek your OWN peace. In fact, you must.
Sometimes you have to untie that rope and walk away. 3. 22 & . EFEFRER
B0, BEHN. BIRMEIE SN ? REREMHLIBRACHTER . FEL, RBE,
B FR L E AR B ARARKE F 2R 1R E B

4. Bless. How do you bless someone? That word ‘bless’ means to confer or transfer a
blessing. You bless someone every time you sincerely ask for the mercy you have
received from Jesus to be the same mercy they receive from Jesus. 4.#74&, {RA0
mIffERIA ? “HifE EEFAMNEE R T REBRUIE. BRIMEMM TR A ALEER
SRR SR AR IRFNMR —EREE, IREARETREA,

You also bless them every time you refuse to curse them to someone else. &

RiTEEE B ARAPIE , (REEREL.

An interesting note in Paul’s instruction is that he misquotes Proverbs. And we
don’t have to dig very deeply into Paul's credentials to know that he would
KNOW this proverb in its entirety. The verse he is quoting actually reads like
this: RBEZEHH—EFRZEZ2MERMSIATRS . RMTLRAZIERE



HERE, AT UMEMETE TRSTEE, o AMFaUER LRERN
If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;
if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord
will reward you. Proverbs 25:21-22

& & 25:21-22
1R MBI B T, SiiGthiRiz ,  ERB T, AR b KIS ;
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R

What Paul says is this:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good. [ /R B9 {h & & 8§ T, &k #A #th 2,

Za T, . miathE BARERT MR NEEMBOE L, JIRFR
AABTHB REUEBE.

| think it might have something to do with Paul’'s awareness of our human condition.
This response to our enemies is not so that we get something good from God. It's so
that we become something good. It’s so that the character and likeness of Jesus
begins to come alive in us. Fully, freely, beautifully alive. #2458 rlREEREHFHMA
RN AR, HERMANBAMERREL T 24 TEXMERBESIFHRA,
BATERMAAFHRE, 24 T RRMNSSMEREARERMS LEERER, T2,
B, ZXEMEEZ,

Because Romans is all about spiritual formation. It’s all about the orienting of all that we
are around all that He is. And while | have a lovely group of devoted friends who are
with me and for me and make my life richer by being in it, | have learned more about
the love of Jesus by having a handful of determined enemies. KA# EEZEE2 EHNE
MHEBE, E—UB2ERMHV LG —UMRTR AT R, BMARKE - I ZrEHAR
&, MKk E—E A3ED ERNEFTELE, BERARRAER —LEEMEMA,
CE2: e 73: 0=

Response: Pray for an enemy. [BIfE: &S,
1. Who is my enemy and why? #Z2HHBA, AHE?



2. What is my goal - peace or shalom? HE2HEMWEIE—FLERLE?

3. Are there any ways I’'m getting athe way of God working in his or her life? &
BREAEAESHE TRt/ AEda b TEr?

4. Are there any ways | am cursing instead of blessing? &2 FLEAMT 2 H1E

By ?

5. Are there any ways | am withholding compassion or good that is in my power

to give? A RARBEARNIETHENE?



