Dearly Loved Children
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A few weeks ago, | taught out of Ephesians 4 which includes this very vivid instruction
about growing up into maturity - after giving a list of things to do for the equipping of the
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Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of
people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is,
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Seems clear. We need to grow up. Act our age. (We used to say “Act your age, not
your shoe size” as the ultimate burn). | think we could all agree that if there’s a prize in
this verse, it's maturity and it's expressed that becoming like Christ is the definition of
that maturity. The prize is maturity, the mission statement is: Don’t be infants.

And yet. This is one of those things | love about the Bible. We’re always looking for
bible verses to load into our intellectual guns like truth bullets and it rarely works that

way. Check out this verse in 1 Peter 2:
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Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander
of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 1
Peter 2:1
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Paul and Peter choose the same metaphor but in nearly opposite ways. Don’t be like
babies. Be like babies. We could blame it on the fact that these are two different
authors with different ideas and worldviews and writing styles. BUT...just a few verses
later in Ephesians, Paul says this (and this is actually our text today):
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Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and

sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2
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Paul has said, “We can no longer live like children” and now he says, “live as dearly
loved children”. What gives? All the twists and turns in these verses are actually
working together to paint a beautiful picture of the transformative work of Jesus in the

lives of those who follow him. | LOVE THIS. Let’s listen to King Jesus on the matter:
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At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in

the kingdom of heaven?”

2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said:
“Truly | tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one

such child in my name welcomes me. Matthew 18:1-4
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This is pretty clear because Jesus isn’t just speaking in metaphor - he’s got a kid right

there with him. Imagine it please: These full grown men. Fishermen. Tax Collector. A



zealot. A thief. All have given their lives to follow this rabbi. To hear His words and
wear his dust and become LIKE him. And now, Jesus is pointing to a little kid, saying:
Become like HIM. But wait - He’s not just saying : being childlike is a way to enter the

kingdom, he’s saying it's the ONLY way.

Jesus of Nazareth. King Jeuss. The Messiah. The one we have worshipped this
morning with flowing words and fanfare had this moment where he said there is
something that will KEEP you from getting into the kingdom of God. In fact, He says,

that they’re already not living this out...”unless you CHANGE and become like children.”

I’m going to submit to you this morning that this idea of becoming a childlike follower of
Jesus is a principle that is wildly undervalued and under-preached in the Church. The
language around this is too strong to have heard so few sermons about it in my 50

years as a follower of Jesus.

You must be like children to enter into a full, flourishing relationship with God. 0| 2
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You must be childlike.

And you must NOT be childish. J2|1) O E2 232 SXIGHA Z0F0F &LICH.
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Childish:
Malice

From kakos; badness, i.e. depravity, or malignity, or trouble. The kind of
trouble that spreads and infects and creates a poison in you and in your
relationships. Malice is immature - but it’s also dangerous to people

and to whole communities.
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This is particularly the kind of deceit that’s used to bait someone into something.
It's like a scam or a get-rich-quick-scheme. People who lie to get something for
themselves are babies and they’re in danger of drowning in their own lies. =2 =
(Deceit)
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Hypocrisy

An actor. A response. This is probably the most sanctioned - and in some cases
required - immaturity within the church. How are you? Fine. Even when you feel like
your world is on fire? Even when last night you considered ways you might end it all.
How’s your marriage? Great. Even though you don’t know if you're going to make it
through the year or the month? We fix our responses to fit with the community of faith.
We even craft them for people: “God is good?” “All the time!” | mean...great statement
but aren’t there times when you wonder..is He? Like...ALL the time? We’ve trained
ourselves to believe it's better to be hypocritical then it is to express the true questions
of our hearts and our church fathers are saying:Hypocrisy is not the faith of a child...it's
childish, not childlike, and it's dangerous. ®/& (Hypocrisy)
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Envy

properly, strong feeling (desire) that sours, due to the influence of sin; the
miserable trait of being glad when someone experiences misfortune or pain.& & (Envy)
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Evil-speaking, backbiting, detraction, slander. From
katalalos; defamation.
These things are junk food and they keep us from longing for the true food of the word
of God and the way of Jesus. Don’t be childish. =4t 2 &f (Slander)
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Paul says: Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in
the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2 Paul2l 2 &2 O3S0t 25LICH
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Secure (belonging)
Provided for
Innocence
Wonder

Identity: They understand their identity is sure and certain. My kids never wondered,
“Will | be a Stern tomorrow? Will someone else step in and become a Stern and I'll be

kicked out of the house? They belonged.9t& 8t (A 52))
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LOVE... (My Drowsy doll. PICTURE My parents had to have a talk with me about ‘if the
house catches on fire, do NOT worry about Drowsy. And | honestly believe their talk
would not have mattered to me. | would’ve risked my life to save Drowsy. That’s
childlike love. It’s silly. It makes no sense. It’s irrational. It's how Jesus loved us.) "walk
in the way of love”. JUST AS CHRIST loved. The opposite of malice, deceit, hypocrisy,

envy, slander. Those things are childish. Unearned love is childlike.

Paul paints this picture of a most beautiful life...especially to Christians who are not
experiencing those benefits in their natural lives. The ones he is writing to are
persecuted, unsafe, going without, not true citizens of the empire. They are not
surrounded by natural safety or abundance, so Paul is saying - sink your roots deep into
the belonging and care that relationship with Jesus provides. (ILLS: Time when my life

blew up and I just wanted to go home to my mom’s house. Be little. Be cared for.).

So we see a principle at work here - this idea of becoming like a child in order to reach
true maturity is ... but for every principle, there’s a problem and the problem here is that
the world is always pushing us to become adult-like, rather than mature. Adult-like
means | start to make my own decisions and look out for my own interests and begin to
judge whether or not people are worthy of my love. | begin to get selfish and jealous
and competitive and malicious. That’s the grownup, dog-eat-dog world, but that’s not

maturity. That might be adult-like, but not mature.

But Paul goes on to explain some of the things that will interrupt and eat away at our
childlikeness and these things could also be evidence that we’ve become immature
grownups: At ... (LIS el 1. AR RS2 9 M = &0l 20 EtH 2t Drowsy=
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But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind

of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor

should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place,
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but rather thanksgiving. Ephesians 5:3-4 L
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Paul says BUT AMONG YOU...implying that it's different for those who don’t know and
follow God.

Jesus said, “Unless you CHANGE...and become like children”

It appears from these passionate instructions and also from living inside my own life -
that there is a default mode that will always try to take us over. To make us less
innocent, more jaded, less faithful, more fluid in the standards to which we hold
ourselves. And this fluidity with truth will always make us less childlike in our faith and

more childish in our behavior and treatment of others.

Paul mentions sexual immorality and impurity. Impurity is defined in the greek as
“mixture or an open infection.” It's what happens when a kid cuts herself with a dirty
knife - a toxin punctures the skin and introduces an infection that can wreak havoc in
her system. That’s impurity and sexual immorality. It mixes the beauty of sexual
intimacy with objectification and unfaithfulness. It's poison. (Baby Cindy used to watch
- Pepsi and snickers bar - jarring to see a baby fill up with such truly terrible food and to
watch the effects of it. ). Peter said it beautifully: As a newborn baby LONG for the pure
milk of the Word...LONG for true life...long for what leads to health and flourishing and
freedom.). BEcome childlike in your desire for purity and forsake childish longings for
easy substitutes that create painful consequences and Peter Pan people who are never

able to grow into the person they were meant to become.

So, to become like children - we put off some things (malice, envy, slander, impurity,
immorality), put on some things (truth, purity, faithfulness, compassion, kindness.) But
the thing that most clearly defines children is written in neon letters in our text today.
And it is the punchline to all of this. It's the one thing to write down and remember,
remember, remember. It is, in fact, the one thing that enables us to actually do the

putting on of good things and putting off of sin.
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Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children...

Dearly loved.

That defines your life as a child. You are dearly, wholly, unconditionally, magnificently

it says, “Do these

It doesn’t say “do all these things so you WILL be loved..

loved.

things because YOU ARE LOVED.” You are secure. You don’t need panaceas or

.you are loved. You are a child of love. And

counterfeits or a snickers bar for breakfast..

that is your identity and the only identity that will ever bring strength and wholeness.
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31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can
ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us
all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has
chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself.
Romans 8:31-33
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He did this for us WHILE we were still childish. While we were being tossed back and
forth in a raging sea of sin and selfishness and deception and hurt and pain ...THAT'S
when he showed up to save us. [f you feel you're being exactly that tossed today..if,
while I've been speaking, you felt waves of guilt or shame threatening to storm the
shores of your soul because of the anger inside or sexual impurity or just this feeling
that your actual childhood was stolen by the demands of life and the brokenness of the

world around you - take heart. You are still within reach of His unfailing, unending love.
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Listen to the rest of Romans 8: 38 And | am convinced that nothing can ever

separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b]

neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers

of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the

earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from

the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39
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