Good Plans: Protection
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3 — . B R5K52 Holy Forever

FFEAHA BERTTEHIEF

To sing the song of ages to the Lamb
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And all who've gone before us and all

who will believe

HAVZATRERE FLUERIHEA

Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb
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Your name is the highest
MERNES

Your name is the greatest
MEBERNEKX

Your name stands above them all

fraBFERtzt

All thrones and dominions
BN ENX

All powers and positions
BHery A0 AR

Your name stands above them all

TSy oYk Y

And the angels cry, Holy
ARREMIE 255

All creation cries, Holy
AR 25

You are lifted high, Holy
FMEEE 25

Holy forever

FEEKIZ

If you've been forgiven and if you've

been redeemed

INRIRFEERSE HEBRER I
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
EHZMRF KT

If you walk in freedom and if you bear

His name

MEMESEH ZREENA

Sing the song forever to the Lamb
FEHEMRFE FKE

We'll sing the song forever and amen
STRBEEMEF FKIT A

And the angels cry, Holy

ARREIE 25
All creation cries, Holy
S AR 25
You are lifted high, Holy
FMEEE 25

Holy forever
E5EEIKIZ

Hear your people sing, Holy
MEMIn X5

To the King of Kings, Holy
BHEEZE XE

You will always be, Holy
FHARE X5

Holy forever
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Your name is the highest
MERNES

Your name is the greatest
MERNEKX

Your name stands above them all
MBBERELEZL

All thrones and dominions
BB ZEX

All powers and positions
AHeRY A EAM

Your name stands above them all
MBBFERELEZL

(X2)



And the angels cry, Holy

RREIFIR X5

All creation cries, Holy
AR 25

You are lifted high, Holy
EMEEE X5

Holy forever
FEIaEIKIZ
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Hear your people sing, Holy
REYRSE 255

To the King of Kings, Holy
BAREZE X7 (ZEAET)
You will always be, Holy
EMTRE XF

Holy forever

EEFKIT

£AlAH : [Red Rocks Worship] by Jake Espy and Kory Miller
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Intro: & 4T

1. [Honor Veterans - Please stand] %2 R{AFE A - FE#EL
a. We thank you for your service - Putting yourself in harms way to
protect both loved ones and those you do not know. For your service, we
thank you. EFRBMRAIARTS - 2 T RERAMTEHEHOAME Z B,
HINRAOARTS, BPIRTRE.
b. You may be seated. RiE4 T
2. Before we begin, | want to share a word of encouragement to us all about the
election. We had an election this week (in case you didn’t notice) 7 ¥ B 1A
ZHl, HEAREREZLEREMARD Z—OXENEE. RERMBITT —RE
£ (B ERAEEINIE)
a. [A word of encouragement] - Let’s find our hope and confidence not in
head of the American, but the head of the Church, who is the world’s true
Lord [— ) 5% BIRDEE] - EEEMIMABHLEME LT 2 EZBAMEL, MEEH
EHBEEL, thEHAEEME,
i. In doing so, with our confidence firmly rooted in Christ, let’s be a
people who love one another...even when there are political
differences? 7EiE#kMABRE S, HMME O EEMBRNEE, EX
Mk ARILLEZENOA.... BEFEEBCAD L ?
1. So, instead of being quick to judge, we were quick to love?
Mz, METEEMETHRE ERMESHMERLEEE
2. Instead of being quick to state our opinion, we were quick to listen,
:F‘Iow to speak fHH TERMREZZMUWER, MEERE, 2
1850
ii. If you are here and you are pained by the election results, we are with
you. AN RRFEEE I $HERMERBRIE S, HMEMREE,
iii. If you are and you are thrilled with the results, | want to encourage
you to not set your hope and confidence in the president, but faithfully
pray for your president as you live a good life as a citizen of a different
kingdom - the Kingdom of God #NRfR7EEE It # g R REIHE, HLEK
BMRTEIEMEME TR ERKS £ MBBE M AMMRKHE B
AHENHENTFR, ZMNELREILIEMHKEAE L,



iv. If you are here and you are glad the election is over, and was hoping
it would not be mentioned so that you could forget about it...my
apologies. INR{FEEER T B RSEZRERLIER, TEFLETERIR
B, ERMAALUERE..... KEE#E,

3. If we have not me, I'm David. I'm one of the pastors here. 32 X%, HEEEM
HEfiz—,

4. [Series summary + goal] & Fl#@fE+H4Z
a. We are in a series called Good Plans ZMIREAE LT FHEI R,
b. In this series, we are diving into the promises of God - and His
promises are good plans for His people ZEAZR5IH, MR AIEET
RIS F—H R FE R B E T RAOSRHFETE
c. And our anchor text is Jeremiah 29 M 8E XA ZERFIKE 29
i. Which has a very familiar verse - Jer. 29:11 £ — B IEERABAE

X HB*'J*i 29:11 &%ﬂnﬁﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂ’ﬁl’ﬁ'f“E’J’é‘,z\EEEZthE’JE-M Tz
fERBENES BEUMIMXRRAREE., ER2IMERY

1. We love it, because we think of all of our good plans and say,
“Hey, God has good plans for me! Plans for prosperity and a good
future!” HMEEHE, RAKMBINKMAAERIEFETEIAER:
MR, EHFEBZARFOGTE | HERER, £BIEFREK ! 7
2. But this verse, when taken out of context, is overly individualized
and loses its meaning and power. {B3E BTSN REFE N, 7
EBEREANE RETEENMHE.
ii. You see, this prophecy of good plans is for people who are in exile
from their home! {RE&, EEXIFEEINTESE B AMBLERTEND
A EE(RRY !
ii. They are in a far-from-ideal situation. {4 EE 5 i JEFRAE,
iv. But all of this is to call people back to God (see verse 12) and trust
him when he says he will bring them back home from exile.{E5&—1]
#HEATFEZAMER LT (RE12E), THEERRMSFMMERT
Z AR EIR
d. Jeremiah 29, though a very different time and setting, is incredibly
informative for us in how to live, if we allow our imaginations to be
soaked in and shaped by the Scriptures. HRF|KZE 29 EHEATATIE
EFRMEREANE R, BNERMZRMAMVEGRLZEERE D IHELE
=, %BF}EE¥¢1ii‘?t1f‘ﬁll[l1‘l$5§ﬂ€§ﬁ%%A%’Ebﬁé{nEI’J1.=.,.4\0
e. For we believe that God does indeed have good plans for us right
here, right now, in the Portland Metro area in the 21st century. F A%
M481E, LHEEA LI, 7 21 HitRSERSEEAEZMEE
T EIFHIETEL,
f. But what if God’s good plans are not what you expect? {B iN R i) E 1751 E




RABEEDRAITERAE ?
i. Maybe the election did not go as expected th 232,32 & INRFE LA
ii. Could God still have good plans for His people, even when
preferred political figures are not in power? El{# 7E R iFHIEGE
A EE#ENERT, EFEHEtNFRAEETFHEE
ms 2
g. B4Church, what if God’s plans are far better, even if in your life at this
present time it feels like God has lost the plot? B4#(&, 1R _EHFAIET
SIEIFEEY, BMEERBERINEETPIREBEFERLLETEHE?
h. This morning, we are talking about Good Plans for Protection and
finding our security and refuge in our good and loving God. §X&
, BMEE R BIFRIRE S, UAEBRMCEZRZN EFRERDIH
M= =BT,

Longing: Security/Protection ;B : &2 /{R&

1. Church, | am not a risk taker. | am not that fast of a driver. 3 ik, R E—1{E
FEEBIEMA, X EHREIERM T,

2. [Story] - [When | thought | was going to die while driving with my father-in-law - |
drove a Prius. You press the button, put it in drive (the only gear) and go 5 miles
under the speed limit to save gas) [ E] - [EF LU AZMERFAEREE - &
FRIZ &SR, IR TIRER, IHEMNEIE (E—rIFERD, KRR LUERREE
FE1TER 5 B LIETHIRIM)

3. [WE - Our longing] - Feeling safe is a baseline human desire [ - FM808 L] -
BETRER ANEMNEKXRFEE
a. In Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (a famous psychological theory by
Abraham Maslow) - After biological needs are met (water, shelter, food),

the next greatest human need is safety and security 7£ E 8T & BIE KB
KB (BRRALE BEHEANERALOEBER P—EREEMER K,

Frr. BY) 2%, AEMT—ERAXFTREZ2MNRE
b. When it comes to safety, we all long for a day when the dangers out there
in the world cannot even come close to reaching us. ;R 2|& %, HM&R:E

EF—-X, R LEIREEEEaRM.

4. We all long for the peace of mind that results from potential dangers being
dealt with. a. [Honor veterans - men and women whose sacrifice affords us that
peace] 5. Desiring safety is a good, normal human desire. &8 82E REE T
falamMESRDTER, [FRAEFEARE— MBS AHMATRTHTEEER
ERANERIFH. EERFEE,



Tension: What if Protection is not guaranteed
or withheld? £ /& : MR REF T RNREHHE

1. But what if the protection we long for is not guaranteed? What if the security we
need to feel safe and relaxed is withheld? (BN H 5L RESFSAIREE
2 NREMFERINREMRBENRERXET EER 2

a. [examples] - You have your car broken into, and stuff stole (a deep
violation) [#ifl] - RESEHEA, REHESE (BREER)

b. Financial security is far off, because money is tight, and the outflow of
expenses exceeds your income BB E£ERER, RAEELRER IHMR
H B8 T R4 A

c. HEMZ & BEMH REM A TEF K 7] LLE M EI A LEE 52 /Bt

2. If we don’t have what we need to feel safe, we do what we can to search out
what we need to feel safe. MR E 2B RRINLZLAMFHERA, ZMEFHM
FreeESkEMFERINZTEMNEA,

a. Fear for one’s safety is why cults exist. ¥{E AR £rIZBIE S MEFEMER
A,
i. Cults find fearful people. They play on their fears and then make
them believe the only source of protection from the big bad world is
the community of the cult and, more importantly, the cult leader. B
BIEIRIEIA 15 A B SR, REEMMEE RREEX
Ei R —RERFEENEEE EEEMERNEHE.,
3. The fear for our safety and the intrinsic need for protection goes to the very
beginning of human history. ¥ M% £ RIEFNERER A TEFT KA LUEHAE
ASEE 52 BB o

a. In the story of Cain and Abel, Cain murders his brother. God then gives
him a mark to warn people not to harm him, which is a surprising act of
God’s grace! EEMEAMSMED, ZEERTHH AL, RAERLFRT
fth— B, ZEEAMTEGEM ERLFRRMEANZE!

b. God offers protection for Cain. BUT... £ & AZISIRHL{RE, 8. ..

c. Cain is fearful; he dwells in the land of wandering east of Eden, and he
builds a city (which in the Hebrew text implied an enclosure with a wall -
Cain builds a wall for protection because of fear.) ZI&IEIH ; thB{EE F &
ELURMRR M, ST —EEH (EHERXEAF, EERE—EHF
B EMT—&ERARIEMEET —EREARE,)




i. Do you see the pattern? {REEISEEERX T 1§ ?
ii. Humans were in the presence of God, a place of peace and
protection A$HEM LFEAI, —EMFERENMA
iii. They disobey God and are exiled from Eden - they go East of Eden
g E LFEHEHFEAE - tHET FaERE
iv. Cain murders his brother - and is Exiled further away from Eden,
the text says he went east of Eden. %885 T AR 56, A BUXE
MFAEEEMS, XARRMETHFEAELUR,
v. Eden, this delight-filled garden of God is where there is protection
and no need for walls because the presence of God is there. {Ff)
B, SEXHESEMNEMTER, NEFRE TFEZER Ao
EEARE,
1. (This is the home we were made for. The home we all at
the deepest level of our soul, are home sick for - our true
home) ERH M A Z2MAEMNR ., HFMIFTHE ABEMNR HMER
MEFERE BERT —BRMEENR)

vi. Since humanity’s exile out of Eden, we wander in a dangerous world,
doing all we can to build up walls and fences to keep danger out
and keep ourselves protected. B AFE#HMZR HFAE LK, FHM
#— AR R P gE, FXRMFTaEEEEEMMERIEL AR
EREECS,

1. Today that could look like literal walls, or it could be our finances
as our protection. §X, SEF[EFERIEZ R EIEMIFE, thalsE
EERMMMFHIKR /£ 5 MRE,

4. In a world filled with danger, our souls long for protection. & —1{& 3t i f& i A4 1
FE ZMWERESEZIRE,

a. Even if you had a terrible upbringing, and home was not a safe place,

you still have a longing deep down for your true home where there IS

safety. EME{REIR RIEERIERE, RWAZ—EAREMMA, BIRRIDZRE

MARBLEEENR, BEZLTEM,

b. We long for a return to Eden - the presence of God - where there is
protection and no need for walls or weapons. ;5L B Z{F I E—
EHEHIFE—BREFRE, TTEREHHS.

c. There is protection in the presence of God. TE faEIE B H R &,

Transition 1BE

1. What could it look like to experience the peace of God’s presence and
protection right here, right now? LEEFLE ], EEERHEREFREMNTFLRERHE
BF?



2. But what could it look like for us to be unafraid in this world? {E 2 & M7 EEH R
L ENEF e RIERE 2
3. And how could this be possible? i& ERER]E ?

Locating the Series and the Story FEI R 5T E

1. Here’s where we are at in the story of Jer. 29 SE7i 2 HFIE R ER AR P AT BEAOfSL
& BBFIKE 29

a. [Summarize the story of Israel][ #2#& L1 & 5| fd ZE )
2. [Read Passage] [BIiBR%]

a, BEZIBMELIEINN EHHTAREERBREAEE B M ALt
R STEERE, RETHK EECELEREPREENRA, HBIRHNEF
RE BIRMLREA, EithfithieERE R, BEMHEIRM,; 7 H5, 5F
AW FBMMBER TR RMTRAER, SERERE RANRERY
ARt E R, (BRFIRE 29:4-7)

Imagining Exile 28{&i K

1. Imagine you are in Exile... & {RIEFERT...
a. You did not choose this ;2 B :&1E;E &
b. You feel like God has abandoned you {RE%& L FMEE T (R
c. It's a godless culture and yet it worships multiple gods ;& R — & E# X 1t,
AEFELE
d. It's a different language, culture, and climate. ;& 2 — @R FERIEES . XL
%,

2. If it were me, | would be pretty eager to get out of exile and return home to
JerusalemftN R 2%, BEIFEBLERRT U REBRREBSHR,
3. Now, Jeremiah’s message to them has two parts: BRF kK [E] fh F{EZ A B 5
AT :
a. Good news: God has good plans for YOU! (Jeremiah 29:11) - you WILL
return home. 3FH 8 : L ERAXRFHETE] ! (BRFIKE 29:11) - {RE
EIE
b. But...settle down here. Get comfortable. This city you’d prefer not to live



in, well...seek the peace and prosperity of the city. We’re gonna be here
for a while. So build houses, plant vineyards, and let your kids get
married. {B2..... EEERE TR, FRE EEMTEBEMGS, 178
...... SREEHHIATEES, RMEEEETF—RERH. ALt 2E5E
B, EEFEE, AREBIRMNETFEE,

c. So, the two parts are “Take heart. Trust God. For God has good
plans...BUT...it might not be on your preferred timeline” FT L, & /R1{E &R
NEREER, MHELT, A LFHEXIFEE.. .. (B2 ... EFTES
HEIREHRFFREKRL"

4. There’s another prophet. He is preaching a very different message than

Jeremiah. EH — Gk, tAT{EERE REERFIKEATRE,

a. In Jeremiah 29:24 HRFKZE 29:24

b. Shemiah - Kk -

c. He is telling people not to listen to Jeremiah - for Jeremiah is telling them
to settle down for a little while in exile. & 5 AP ZEEERFI K AOEE
R A RRFEK S RMMMERT PR E T R —BREE,

d. Shemiah is telling them their exile will be short. ¥tk Z8 & ERh1M, a5

BHERET.,

e. Peterson quote - RGHFHM B E—

indifferent to the

EAMRAMMAMBTERR, BEELLAEERROTIERS
HEE.. SAMRRAMNABEREASEENIE, AM,
REREARKFETEGES BEWAMONEE HBNF

fi, HARRRTEEE BRELEFZETREHD.
&

L&BT

5. Here in the exile, we have two prophets. One is Jeremiah, and he’s saying God
has good plans, but we’re going to be here a while. The other is telling people
not to listen to Jeremiah because of this “building houses and planting gardens”
stuff. ZEfR B2 M, HMIFEMALEM, Hhz—2EBFIK, #thER LFHEFHIETE,
EERMEEESEF—KRERH, A —ESERAMFTEZRIMFERAIGE, FiELt
Mg&ERMEEEE IR,

a. He is a prophet declaring that their time in exile will be short! i@ — 78S



R, ERMtMMRCRERERE !

6. One is saying we’ll return home from exile, but it will be a little while. & A i? # 1M
BRATER, BEFE—EBRERE,

a. Another is saying they’ll be home before they know it. B —{E ARt & 1E
THRABH[ER,

7. One of these prophets is telling the truth, the whole truth with honesty (that it
might be a while). EF— I £ MR R ERE, HREMFE T 2HMEF(ATREFE—K
BEfED o

a. The other is telling the people what they want to hear - he pairs a
half-truth (that they will return from exile) with a lie (that it will be on their
timetable). ./ —{EZ&HHFAMMMBEDHE—tHFEFLBEHEE
(PRI T R B 2R) Bl iR S GERFFE b MRIRFf &R L) BC

8. | believe this is what we need: HEEF 2 EMIFTEEM:

a. Robust confidence in God as our protector ¥f e A MR EENERTE
il
b. But honesty about suffering and death in this present life (our own

exile from Eden) (B S £ HEH#ETHE (KM E 2 H R FAEK
&)

Stockdale Story Bt B EE

1. [Jim Collins Good to Great book - Ad. Jim Stockdale story] [Z i #AHr & EFH 2
BEXME - BS. S IR A EERE]
2. Principle of the story (the Stockdale Paradox): Never lose faith that you'll pull

through, but be brutally honest with the facts. # = /R I (BHE = KB FR) - K
BAERAEBRBHANELD MEHEEERRAE,

The Principle for our Faith FAM{E MR 8|

1. In this world with all of the complex crises, the volatility, strife, and danger, we, as
the people of God, cannot lose our confidence that our God will make all things
right, but we must also be realistic and honest about the struggles ahead 7£5&{&
FimE R fa. BE. ﬁix*ﬂf‘ﬂﬁﬂ@’tﬁﬁ@, EMEALTHFR, FreREEM

BED, HERMMLETEE—YEESER ERMbyEREMHNEHhEFE
IS,



a. Jesus told his disciples, fIAtRisWorld you will have trouble? 1 i %1 F94E 5 -
‘it ERMEEH,”

i. This is brutally honest. ;& E 2 EEEAIE S,
ii. But he also tells them, {8 {th th £ Rt 17
b. fTake'heart; Ihave overcome the world."(John 16:33) 17 {7 {17 Lufily, %
EEBTHA, WEET 16:33
2. What does it mean to trust that God is the one we find our protection, and yet
know that there is still suffering and death we face? #8{E LB 2 E MrIRES,
AEMEHRMAEBREEMET, ERKAE?
3. There are two places in the Scriptures | want to share,
a. My desire is that our imaginations would be shaped by the text, so that we
would live good and faithful lives in our own exile from the Garden of
Eden, awaiting our return. BB H MR A HBRAR D E
BHIFEE RHMWBBR DB XA EE, EXEMMATLERFEER
FLIBEFBERITMEENLEE, FHEMUER.

1. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego - Daniel 3 i
FhL. K3, RAER-BLEE 3

1. The first is found in the book of Daniel ch. 3. £ —{ERI LITEELIIBEE 3 EkF,
a. It is the famous story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. & 2> &HI.
RBMEHERWELHRSE,

b. These young men were faced with a choice to faithfully worship God, and
God alone, and die, or renounce their faith and find safety and security in
the empire. ELFREATER—EEE: RRHMMEF LT, HH LT, RER
= BRWREEM, EFRTPSREEMRE,
c. They choose to resist the pressure of the empire to worship the king’s
golden image. fhfEZFTEEFEMBHESKFEREINEE,
d. Therefore, a fiery furnace is prepared to throw them in. 12 2, #fE T — B
ABIRIE, RtFTEE,
e. But they are given one last chance by the king himself. And here is
what they said, staring death in the face (BBl TR B# T thfx%E —X
WE, ST mH R TRATR A

17

BLIBE3160 @M. X% . EAERHIR: EARERM, 2



HEHEMT Y E%Lx 17 Eﬂ@ﬂu&t BEMAMEFENARESRR
MEzl R E DK R, fit 26 & K M R B IR 8O F
18BN 2 A~ A, £ Wi, 141’\%5% %‘i‘ﬁ’ﬁ&%’f‘%%‘éhﬂ 4, A
FMAIHWER.

2. Choosing faithfulness to God over their protection, they had the utmost
confidence that God could save them. #i{f;E{ZE# EFRIEE, MR E LTFEE
SRR At A

3. But they also had a higher perspective than simply having their lives saved.{H

fufith F L ER B CmE R EaMER.

4. Therefore, they chose faithfulness to God because they knew that no matter

what, whether God saved them right then and there or if they were to burn, they

were safe |n the love of God. & itt, fibff9:EEEMR L, I?’%ﬁﬂﬂ"ﬂ%ﬂﬁ ,ﬂ %’éiﬁ

&, i L EE SR, 22wt T LFHEPHRI

5. They were confident in God’s goodness and protection to the end, even if
(surprisingly) this meant the end of their lives. 1%t £ FH R EMEREFTMIE
D, BME (F AEF ) SERE M £ e po L Bh,

2. The Apostle Paul - Philippians 1:21-26 {E4£R# -

BEIZEEE 1:21-26

1. For our second example, go to Philippians 1:21. BAMRFEMIME _@EHFF, FBE
BEILLEE 1:21,

2. [Summarize Paul and his less-than-ideal situation] [#2#&{R #& F0{th =~ AR AE H 5R
%]

3. In this passage we notice a duel, almost competing desire inside Paul’s soul.

EREXH, HMEIEIRBSHREE RN, RTERERFHRE,

4. [Read passage] [BIBER%]
| am to go on Iing n

a.?'For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
the'body, this will mean fruitful laborforme. 21 X % % & 7t 2 £ &,
ERTUHREER 2Z2EBEZERASETE ERREIXMEF
C BTN EZRRERE,

i. For Paul, the purpose of his present life is continued labor for the
churches. #H{RFEERR, WS EMN B MM BREBEARSTEE,
_23_ SR

BB ENE ? HAHE ! 23 3 IE £ W # 2 [
i. What are the two choices he’s torn between? fth & & B AR (B & 12 2 H

1-1-’?

c. I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; % but it is more
necessary foryou that| remain'in'the body. 3 /& <2 & bl i 1L B 75 — kg,
EHRARF 248, BEARAFGEE, BRMERERM,

5. You can feel it in his writing! #£th 93X F F{RFARERRZF !



a. What he really wanted is to be done with his life and be in the presence of
Christ, which he declares is far better!

b. But he knows the Lord still has work for him to do.

athEEEEMNEERECHEMEERES @A, hEREEFHS !

b.{E{th&1E FEE TEE MM EM,

6. Therefore, he’s confident he will be delivered from his present situation and
continue on in his labor. & itk, &S 0ER B ATRIRLE, MREER BT IE,

7. Still, his deeper longing is to finally be in the presence of His Lord and friend,
Jesus {BE AL, B RAEE B RMAEIRENthry E FOAR R ERERAIE R

a. Trusting in the Lord as his protector, his shelter and refuge, he knew that his life
was not his own. 11815 F R#EAVRESE . IEEFTAIE AT, MABEA L

FTRMBECH,
b. He belonged to Jesus, he was a servant of Jesus, and his life was focused on
(as he says in Philippians 3:14) pressing on toward the goal of the prize of the

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. i B EREX, th 2 ERERAIEN, A& FE TR (IELD
fh7ECHEILLEEN3:14 HFTER) SE L FEEFIRER L EMFEEMARREE R BEa0

.

8. His source of security and protection was found in the Lord fth 8% & BEF{R &R
BERE

9. But his perspective was an eternal perspective - a future resurrection from the
dead like his Savior as he in his present life shared in the suffering of his
Savior Bt B EREA 2 K E AU ER BE—— R ARGt RI R T — KW FEB1ETE, RAME
SEAETHEIMEE,

Main Idea - What | want B4 to hear from all this £ &
- A EBAZREERI/Y

1. Church, here’s what | want you all to hear: &, HEERRE—FEIN T &L,
a. 1. God is our Protector 42 HMeR#ES
b. 2. We're all going o die FM# &5t
i. How is it true that a good, loving God can be our protector, and yet
we all will die and face suffering in this life? —EEXEEZHHEH
MrREE, ERESEMN EEMEH L EREITHREER?

2. Honestly | wish | could preach this - Follow Jesus, and you will have no suffering
throughout your life. You’ll never have financial troubles, health troubles, and
never have any problems, all of your wildest dreams will come true, and your



in-laws will be delightful always. ZE:%, HEFLH LT HE —Hh—IRFEERER, IR
—4KRERE RKEFEERERE, BEMRE KETEHEAME, RrE
REIHERMERE, MIEHREKZES AR,

a. This church would be a lot more full if that were the message ;E B2 & 7] &
ABEZ, NMEEMERERMER.
i. [Just as Jeremiah and Shemiah - Beware of people who equate
the protection of God with zero suffering in this present life...] [1E
INERFRFNRKE — R LR EFHREZFRN S EEBRFETHA
o]

1. [Half truths - and sharing what you want to hear] [#E#{&
— D E BRG]

3. Church, we actually have a better message for you. 381, HFIERE EEEFHIE
BHaR
a. Yes, you will die. 28, HMEE
b. Yes, life comes with suffering, especially a life of following Jesus
(because he calls us to die to ourselves and follow him). 28, £ ¥
BEEEEH, 4570 2IRFEMAME SR (R A#IEE EMP B 2 REE
) o
c. But here’s the good news: {B#F;HE 2

i. Death and suffering are not the end of the story. SET-FIEE LT 24
EEER,
ii. Because Jesus faced death and suffering, and he was raised to
glory. A& RERE H T F=HE, B AEERIRES,
iii. For Death could not hold him down. &l %E 1= £ % BR il it .

4. You know what this means? {R&0EE B bR E T 2
a. That if God, who in Christ defeated the power of death, is our protector,
then... MR HEEBFEBRRTRTHED, SHRMWRESE, MEE...
b. no matter what comes our way - even death cannot separate us from
God’s love. EREMERIHE, EEFRTHFREFERMEMMERE.
c. We are safe in the love of God. 7F #HHIE SR HMIRL LM,
d. He is our treasure! fth 2 H MRV E
e. We get him! No matter what comes our way in life, we get Him! F ¥

fth ! EERFEFIRIAETE R A EE, FHMTERITE4h !
f. And if our hope is in Him, then we have good reason to be confident! #1&

EMMELERELS L RERMRERSWERTHED !
[Pastoral moment?] [ $EmAF %]



Romans 8:28-39 #& EZ£8:28-39

1. Yes, God is our protector - and in this life, there are certainly times when God
specifically protects us from certain situations =89, EF R MMIRES - 738
—4h AR LFERIRERMARZELRINZE

a. And we ought to pray for protection right here, right now F{FFE % 1Lt B itk #th

FTRIREE

b. But what | want us to know is that... BB EFHMEEME. ..

i. just as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew that God could
save them from the furnace, but also trusted him with whatever
happened... IEA0FHL . KIEKFNEE {0 ETRENE L7 AT LU 4
IRE PR R — A%, (BEthE L FEREMBAN ..

ii. so we can believe that God can protect us from present dangers.
But even if circumstances do not go how we would prefer, we are
safe in the love of God nonetheless. & 1tk F M 7] LIFE{E L FF AT LA
RERMEZER MG, BEMEFRTNHFIFTRE BM7E
BHHARAZREN,

c. He protects us from the powers of Death and darkness, so much so that
death does not have the final say for those of us who place our confidence in
Christ. #REEZMAZETMERBUEINES, LERECHEMELHEEE
FIANZRER IR B IR TERE,

2. Returning to the Apostle Paul, if you forget everything | say except for this, it
would be the words of Paul in Romans 8:28-39 [EIZ|{# £ R, MNEIREEE T AT
ME—Y), BRTE—B MRS RBEEFEZ8:28-30FTRIIEE

3. [Read passage
l”b
him, who have been called according to his purpose. =~~~ =
EHBMAOD UEHMAGEE 2Rt EEHEMHM A,
i. This is after a prolonged discussion about us sharing in the sufferings
of Christ ;&8 R Z2EAMHME D IR = HM R R AR
ii. Drop down to verse 35 B iE35%




G R B MR AE MW EMF, 1837 M EEE KM
MEAE-—VHNELERSBART BBEAHREER
. RE.RXE.REEN.EAEN.ERANE. B
MARME BT ERERMN.TREREMN. ZHIMZTEZY. A
REUEMEBMERE EEREERMMEIEENHKRED

[Make it Personal] [ R B 2 /8]

1. Confession: It doesn’t take much for me to feel anxious (story of flight to
England) BB : BT FEAXNZMEERINEE (RIEXBRIHE)

2. [What this means for us as a church] [{fiAa—E#HEEHEEE]
a. Let's be a people who trust ZEH I AR IEREAIA,

Final story (Perpetua and Felicity) f &8 —{E#&ZE
(K AFIESR)

1. The early church, despite persecution, grew exponentially REA S EEEZHE

A hEREHRER

2. They trusted in God as their protector, but they had their eyes on their

Savior, who endured the cross. #iff 1S58 L F/E AR RES, Bt
EEARRATEZTFEETHAONE,

3. Two of these martyrs were Perpetua and Felicity - Two North African women.
a. Under the Roman rule of Emporer Severus, they were arrested for their
faith in Jesus. H AR Z1 L 2 E 1 E FifaF—m b 3Emx, — &,
EREEEFTHREHRAET, MRS IMERERTHE,

b. Perpetua, a woman of high standing for women in those days who
could read and write (which was uncommon), and Felicity, her servant.
ff{mE5E (Perpetua) R ER XM BERENLE, SEERTF(GEL
TER), MEFTH (Felicity) 2N,

c. Both died in the Roman arena, with spectators witnessing their fate. A&}

SRR EHEIS, BRMAEE T &,

i. But, as the story is recounted to us, the crowd surprisingly witnessed
two women who were not fearful of their lives, but eager to pass
from this life to the next to meet their Savior face to face.{B:&, 1E
INEESRERZMBROIEK, AFETHBRETRERA, thifiit
TEHBECHESR, MEBERS EEARE, HEihfryf T m
M

O}

The Gospel - Return from Exile to our True Home



where we are safe in the presence of God 18 & -
EMREIZIFHMEENR, EAERMELFER
EREMN

1. B4Church, in the midst of a world filled with danger, | have good news

for you. BAXE, E—EXRMERMH RSP, RHIFHBRESHIR,

2. The longing of our hearts for safety is found ultimately in the presence
of God. HMIRDLEHZT ERBLERE AT LIE LFEATHKE

3. And this can be experienced right here, right now. T It B 1 1| 3 AP BT LLEE

FE,

4. And it will be fully experienced when we return to our true home where we are
safe in the presence of God. EEMEIZIEEMRE, KSR, EEIIE—,
ERBERMZeMHE FFETE,

a. And just as the people of God who were in exile eventually returned to
Jerusalem IE 8N4 R M A £ 77 F R & #& R B BRER S — #%

b. So we who are in exile from Eden will return from our true home, the New
Jerusalem, The New Creation, the uniting of Heaven and Earth, where there
is no need for weapons or walls - for we are safe in the love and presence of
God Ait, HfELREFAERBMH A REEMEENRE, FHERRES, HE
&, Rt E—iRE, REFFERRTER - BAaRMAEENEEPILTEN,
c. This end of exile from the presence of God is made possible because of
Jesus - his life, his death, his resurrection as a foretaste of our resurrection
R Z BRER, SRR E AT R MR R B AR RE—M R £ dn . fEAYFE TS, HERY
EERHMEEWEE

5. But in the meantime, while we are in our own exile waiting for our return to
our true home, we trust God’s good plans because we are safe in His love.
BRI, EXMERCHEFMRRBEEMNRER, HMMEELFRIEFE
HAEMEMHEPIERT LM,
a. And nothing - not even death - can separate us from His love. ;R H{E R
BA—EERT A LAE B M B ) Z fR B .

Pray ig

Benediction fiis

May you, in the midst of a world swimming in fear, display the peace that comes from



time in the presence of God. FE{R7EE & FEim A Byt R b, 7 £ FmEATEIR L 2k BFE
HTR,

May you, find in God your source of security, refuge, protection. FE{/R7E L& & LIk EIZE
&, BEEFTFRERIREE,

May you, no matter what comes your way in life, find your friendship with God

your highest treasure. FA{R, EimEFTPREEHE, BRE FHFURERMKEEN
M=,

And May you know, to the very core of your being, that you are safe in the love of

God, and nothing - not even death - can separate you. FE{R%118, FEIRFENRF

B, (RELTFHERERLTEM, REMTE EERT Al LAFAR 72 B




