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Verse 3:
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I = IS5 Trust In God

Blessed assurance
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Jesus is mine
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He's been my fourth man in the fire time after
time
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Born of His Spirit
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Washed in His blood

ESiiby

And what He did for me on calvary is more than
enough
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Oh [ trust in God
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My Savior
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The one who will never fail
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He will never fail
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Perfect submission
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All is at rest
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| know the author of tomorrow has ordered my
steps
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So this is my story
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And this is my song (amen)
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I'm praising my risen King and Savior all the day
long
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Oh I trust in God
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My Savior
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The one who will never fail
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He will never fail
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He didn't fail you then
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He won't fail you now, oh
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| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
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| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
HIoRE o ENT HERE S

| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
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That's why [ trust Him, that's why | trust Him
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When the war in Israel broke out in October, we had an immediate reminder of our world’s deep
need for peace. We watched horrors unfold in front of our eyes - the result of technological
advancements that give us front-row seats to the atrocities that have been at work in our world
for centuries. Apparently, our ability to create a wholly interconnected world has not helped
improve our ability to create peace with one another inside of that world. &4 &+ A LI5S
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We long for peace. | long for peace. | wonder about the life my grandchildren will face and |
wonder if I'm doing anything to leave this planet more peaceful than | found it. (Stats - anxiety
in America is at levels that would have institutionalized people in the 50’s.). We are a frantically
fearful people. How do we find peace?

BMBEME, HBEMT, HBMEXMNZFMRERBMNETE ZFEMNEXE T EREMEM
FRREBEFEERERBHEAFRREMNT., @HEHABE — ZBANEEEE R LE1950F K
BIEA KM BHEE, ) B —HEEREHA, BMERT B FRE 2

Often, in the old Testament, after Israel fights a wins battle with a bitter enemy, the writer will
end the story with: “And Israel had rest on every side.” 7T &, E LB EHEMITH SR 2%
B REEEABERNE “URHIZE/ETR,”

That’s such a beautiful definition of Shalom - rest on every side. Take a moment to process:
How does your life feel right now in terms of having true peace - rest on every side? Is there a

side that feels exposed or vulnerable to anxiety injury or confusion? (Results of life with no



peace: Bad decisions, discouragement and depression, debilitating anxiety, distanced
relationships, etc.)
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Jesus stepped into our world with a big, bold title: Isaiah 9 calls Him the Prince of Peace. The
Prince whose kingdom is made of peace. The Prince who rules not with an iron hand, but with
infinite love. This same Prince said to his disciples: B fif 7 & — {8 %= X i A BE #4 28 187 2k 21| 2 M 84
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27 Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27
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He promised not just to be the King of our peace, but also to leave that same peace with us.
This raises the important question: How do we experience it? How do we live in it? #I&RER
EERABRMMTENEET, WEABRMEBETREHINE, ERRE T —EEEMNME  HMEM
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| think one word is as helpful as any when trying to figure this out. One word has within it so
much possibility because it's a sort of peace activator and the word is: Perspective."
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One perspective on peace is: that | will have peace in my life if | can control the circumstances
around me. Suppose | can save enough money to get the right job or get into the right
relationship or put the right security system in my house. If we get the right leaders in our
government, if we make the right alliances with other nations if we secure our border or
stockpile our weapons. These systems will put peace within reach of my own control. #}#1F &4
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Even in our relationship with God, we want to figure it out - how do | make sure | know the rules
stay inside the lines, and keep God on my good side? How do | build systems that will bring me
peace? BMEAE MM GR D, HMBFIE—RNAEARBC THR A EFRA, 2
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There’s a weird little story in Matthew that I've been ruminating on this week. The Sadducees -
they’re the guys who know every letter of the law in Israel. They're the experts. They have
studied every line of the Torah - they’'ve memorized it. And yet...they come to Jesus with a
tricky situation. ERXEBEHF A —BEFRSEN/NEE, BEE—EEERE, BMZEA M2 THE
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Matthew 22. A woman who is unlucky enough to have seven husbands die...then she dies
herself ...whose wife will she be in the resurrection? They are trying to trap Jesus in their
system because their system gives them control over everyone. They make and enforce the
rules. They maintain an ordered religious life. EXEBE22E, —EHAX AR EELENLKEET
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Jesus replies: “You are wrong because you know neither the Scriptures nor God’s power.”
Jesus tells them, you are looking to build a system you can control in front of a God you cannot.
You will never find peace in creating a God after your own image. BREREIZ R “/RMEE T, BA
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You will never find peace in domesticating his power because He is always willing to come in
and upend our preexisting systems in order to show us the only way to true peace.
{TRET‘%E%JIIH&?&E’HJEEP& lFth HAMRIRENTALEBRMAMFEMNER, LUE
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Revelation 1 is a beautiful passage that feels so right for this, the second Sunday of Advent...



This is the revelation of Jesus Christ...Birik 1 EE—EREEMRE X, REBEEEARESNE
“EEHE... EMEHHRABEMECR...

May grace (God’s unmerited favor) be granted to you and spiritual peace (the peace of Christ’s
kingdom) from Him Who is and Who was and Who is to come.. BER# (A BEBTHER) @&
E.SEHRKENE. MEHAFHREZA - BREk1:4

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful and trustworthy Witness, the Firstborn of the dead (the first to
be brought back to life) and the Prince of the kings of the earth. To Him whoever loves us and
has once (for all) loosed and freed us from our sins by His own blood, 3t A A0 & £ E BREREE
IR MBENTR (EBEREENTR) (F—EAEFM M EETINEF. LAZRM. AECHM
—ROKR) FEREMIRBEIREE - BoREK1:5

and formed us into a kingdom, priests to His God and Father - to him be the glory and the power
and the majesty and the dominion throughout the ages and forever and ever. Amen.
FEERMEA—ERE. RARXBHURAMNE—FRIRE. 687, BERFEREERGI, EEH
BEARESIKE, B, ZREk1:6

John goes on to describe the immeasurable power of God the most beautifully expansive way:

HEREUREE. REFNALXERTHF A GEMNNE:

| am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, says the Lord God, He Who is and
Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty (the Ruler of all). Revelation 1:8 = ##% : ¥ Z 4L
& REHBE (FHZE #ERE - ERAEFBERTF), BEHE. SHE. URKAENERE. K
% 1:8

The vision in Revelation describes a God who’s power breaks through all our systems, who's
power is so far over and above our own, that any illusion of control looks ridiculous by
comparison (example.) My pastor once said that fear is the misuse of the gift of imagination.
RURBRFHIEZRER T — I, i hERE T EMAANRE, M HEEEBHTEMES
MIAE, HLELZT, EERIMLOBMETTE (FIm) R KREATERE DESHBENER,
ERB R,



Our imaginations run wild with what could be...what could go wrong. What if we opened up our
imaginations to the influence of the Holy Spirit? What if we asked our great God to fill us with
thoughts and dreams of His power at work in our world, in our homes, in our worries, in our
decisions? ZMMBRIEELE, BESTRERAMES ... AREHENEMRE, WEXK
MMFARENEIESHNTEERER ? NERMBFREXNGZHMATREENSE, EH
fzLERA D EERMHER. HAMWRE. RMNEEMRMANREDREER BREEE

FRIE 2

Constantly throughout the Old Testament, God tells the people of Israel - who are always up
against one big enemy or another - REHEARSE God'’s faithfulness to throughout your history.
REtell the stories. Remind each other. THIS IS HOW BIG GOD HAS BEEN TO US. This is
how He has been our prince of peace. E B AENERKF, MR ERUBIA—MMERE
H—EHD—EARBA—EMMMNERDREBERHNEE, EdttE EHRE, S
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And in doing so, they are moving their perspective to the power of God instead of the power of
the things that want to destroy them. (I’'ve been doing this lately. When fear starts to hover and
buzz, | remind myself of something great that God has done for me and | ask him to fill my
imagination with all the great things He could yet do as | rest in Him...Ephesians 3 tells me his
power is even BIGGER than anything | could imagine, so I'm going to keep dreaming and keep
fixing my mind on His goodness and love for me and I’'m going to give myself permission to live
in the peace that comes from that.) 7@ # B B, 955 B BB RSN HE, MF
ERLEEERMMNEYNNE, (HRE-EEESKM, EDEFRBIRMNSSEER &K
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Our perspective on His power will ultimately determine our perspective on ourselves and our
spot on the timeline of human history. Walter Breggemann says this: “It is a sobering admission
of Advent to recognize that we are not the alpha. We are not the beginning point, not self-made,
not self-sufficient; before us and behind us is the power for life that is pure gift to be received in
trusting gratitude. Itis an equally sobering admission of Advent to recognize that we are not the
omega.” We are not the ending of it all. I th hEN B EZRRFREEKMEBCHEEUR
BMENERLERBEH LEMOGE, KBS MSHKSE (Walter Breggemann) i1 : “F&Eq &1 & R H M
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We stand on a point on the timeline that feels ultimate. It feels often that we are standing on the
outcome of years and years of history. People say: the world has never been worse than this.
For goodness or morality or the church...but it has been worse than this and it has also been
better. We are here on purpose for a purpose, but not because God has asked us to control all
the outcomes. What, then, HAS he called us to? To what kind of life is Jesus inviting us into
during this advent? ik 7EBFfaEh £ RBERBH— 2, AME 43 BMEMELSFRERMNE
Reztb, AMAR - EHAERKLIALFEEEENT, BRSHNEE. BEIHHE.... BEERL
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Exactly the same life he offered his disciples: A life of peace. Peace that transcends our
systems or our politics or our disappointments or our fears about the future. Peace that has
gone before us. Peace that is with us. Peace that is out in front and is waiting for us. (Every
minute story.). IE 2 ERER A PIEIRHEA A TR A, FREMBMHORE. BUG. REZHH
RERAEE, STFRTERME, BEMRE MEAEMAEFERM. (RRMAEBSENR
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Understanding that He is God and | am not. That his promise is to be with me in trouble...to
move out ahead of my trouble, and even to move through the pages of my history and help
establish peace in the painful places | don'’t like to revisit. Knowing the power of THAT peace is
the greatest gift and it is born through faith in God, but also in developing a peace-first
perspective that says: “I can’t control the outcomes, but | can trust God in the process.” | can
trust the one who Was, who IS and who is to Come. | can refocus my viewfinder and see God
in this moment. | choose to see eternal outcomes (develop this.) BIE# 2 MME TR =, HAIK
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Morning and evening peace moments: | invite You to fill my imagination with visions of Your
power and goodness at work in my world and in the world inside my heart. | invite You to show
me what it means to pull a chair up next to the Prince of Peace and just be loved - even in
moments of confusion and craziness. | invite You into the spaces that feel jumbled, where I'm
desperately trying to take back control, and ask You to show me how to listen and wait and trust
in Your power that is exponentially greater than mine. The power that might not work everything
out the way | want, but will meet me with peace in exactly the way | need. B S 1% 8T =B
7 BB MAMHAENEZEMERRFTHRBENEREG, MHUHEMEZSEHMAHIANHA DN
HAPITEET, FHBENRAEER R —IERTFLENFEZESEHBREEEREHEZ—ED
FERAERBMICEREZ, FEEMREAIRLRIESdtil B ZREHIERERLZERE, HEKRR
MERTNAMER. ERFAREMHNERZLEMNNEKR, ERNEVEIESRBREEZENSA
HXBRR—VIBEE EEURFTENALEZRGETER,

s  FBERRIEIL, FAKERR, 5 TIhRES MmN EWRMIRR, EHREMRH
R, BIMMBRMLANTZE, HithpBEETRRMOESR, MEBEEXRL—K UEHE,
SHE, MSERMIBLISG, FfiEsE. M



