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Announcement &

e PDX Friends of Refugees Interview” ;K45 H# R 2 KiRH

e 1. Tell us what Friends of Refugees does 1. &5 R E A8 R 2 K 2 M EE,

¢ 2. Talk to us about what a refugee is and what might surprise us about a refugee
2HEEMEMTERERURBANRERMBE A AFERMRIEE,

* 3. How can people participate with Friends of Refugees? 3. A{/9401a] §& 22 B2 51|
RezekR#~

* Brad will pray over Elizabeth/Friends of Refugees. Brad#% AElizabeth/# R 2 Kig& .

e Offering + Announcements ZFgk+2 &

¢ Prime Timer Luncheon happening this Wednesday @ 11 am. Join us for breakfast,
worship and fellowship. E&FHEFEGHFESBE=LF 113, SMEMHEE, B
FMEZ,

¢ B4 Basics happening Sunday, March 27 @ 10 am. Join us to learn more about B4,
ways to get involved, ask questions, and meet new people. BAE R G E3H 2780
EHXEF108. MAKMTHEERBIAELZER, 2HAX, FIFHRE, BHH A

¢ Pancakes on Sunday, March 27 3A27H 2 #i X & Rl gk,

Message .2

e I’d like for you to open your Bibles to Matthew 13. FHE{REIFERK I EXKEZT13E,
* That’s page 691 in the Pew Bible. 7 2 E{EE691H

=0

* And while you’re doing that, a point of clarification about Jesus. & R i858 B MBI B IE, FLEE

—RE A BAERERAORA R

* You know that when Jesus talks, or teaches, he’s not just trying to be interesting. fR{f%1:&E
SRR B HFER TR REEFHR,

* Like a good lecturer. & — i 74T,

¢ He’s not like, “Ooh. | hope they like this story.” b A E &k, “H, HHFEZEMMZEEE &K
$O ”
¢ Or, | hope | really educate them on this. 5%, EFEZHEMEEAEEE M,

* No. Jesus, when he talks, is trying to resolve heart issues inside of us. &~, EfthzEZErF, HRER
HERREMACHEE,

e He’s trying to lead us toward life. #hiXEI$EEBEMER £,



¢ | have this funny habit or game | play in my head. Fi$F#EF —EH BRI E 1B E BB
e |t’s a game | play “How would | spend it?” HEItHE B ‘“KEEEEE 2"
* Sometimes | think of an amount of money. HRHEZEE 2 —L42,
* Maybe it’s some crazy amount that the powerball hits. thE¥¥ 2 FZE L
—LREIEEF,
e And | think IF | played and IF | won, “How would | spend it.”
BMRESNMEELERT, “BEEEEEE.”

¢ And do you know something. {R%01E—L&,
* This gave NEVER makes me more content. 5B ERI AR EHZHETZHNME.
e It’s a dumb game to play. & 218 RF M58 E .

¢ Because even if | say I’'m going to do beautiful humanitarian things, | always leave a little for
me, right? EABMERREBEMEFIAEETES, RERTE MK HE?

¢ And it’s like | don’t already have enough? Fi{&FEF# ?
e What is that? What is it inside of us? 2 E ? MR CEE?

* Have you ever stood in your closet and NOT been able to decide what to wear? {R&
RS RIERE R REFHE?

e That happens, standing, IN, my closet. “Man, what do | wear?” Full of clothes.

BASHEFR, SHERIIBMEEHERTUNRIR, “KET KEHE?

* Or, do you ever ask in your house, “Which car are we taking?” &, {RE/RFRER,
“H B ERE 7
* And you debate, over WHICH car? {R {5/, HiEHEE 2

¢ Have you ever complained about your lawn? your health care provider? your

contractor? {RERABBIRHIELTIE ? REERARIBIRME 2 MREIXEHE 2

e Have you ever gotten into a disagreement about where to go to dinner? {RERERA
EMEZHREMEED B ?

* Right now a lot of people are talking about inflation and cost of living. IR7E B 5F £ ATE R
BEEERMAETER

e | getit. FHBEAR,
e | really do. gk,

e But did you know this? 1B Z{RE0:EME ?

* The median household income in Beaverton is above the line that is drawn between the top
1% of the world’s highest earners. BeavertonfIREMK A I ESHER LA RS 1%
ANBERI T FHR



¢ Guess what that means? FFEEHEER?
* We can get rich, and not really, BE rich. ZMaILlEE, BERAFENER.

* We can be wealthy, and not really BE well, off. ZMaILIEBEH, BT EMEIT,
[ )

¢ You can have all kinds of stuff, and money in the bank, and cars in the driveway, and a
house to live in, and when you hear about the powerball, you think what | think. {RB] LLH

FHERA, RITEAE EELFARE AETE. EMEIRE, REBRENEL,
* And that’s just the money deal. :ER R &% 5.

e What about the Love thing? =g ?

¢ What about the Control thing? #Z2#IIE ?

e What about the Safe thing? L2 ?

¢ What about the Respect thing? ELEIE ?

¢ See, here’s what’s crazy, we can have love....control....safety....respect, we can have these
things, and still, still have something in our soul that says, “It’s not enough.” &, ;EFi A
e A, RMTLUER. 2H. 22 B8, M LBEREL, ERMMEEMRR. “E
B, 7

* As soon as life gets quiet, slows down, we get bored, we start feeling it: — B4 E& 5T 5F,

BT, HPMERIHE HMMRREE:

* There is something inside of us that says we need MORE, we just don’t know what IT is
that we need more of. EMIEEALEARKMEEETS, KMARTHNERMEER
SHIRHE,
 We think we know. M8 M58,
* But we don’t know, and that’s why, it’s still there. B2 FIF4E, EMEAHTE EIMARE
o

e Jesus told stories, to help people, who thought they knew, but didn’t. HRfifzE #5352k & B AR L&
BLUAME, BEERTHMEMHAN,

e Jesus told stories, so that what we need to know, we actually would. ERRzE# =, AT AT
FEMEN, HEMEKLE,

e Jesus gave us parables because, we, could be rich, without being, well, RICH. HRfif#5 3 &
THE , RARMATUEEERE  AUTEWR.
¢ Matthew, in the middle of his account of the life of Jesus does something really interesting.
BX, EthEERRAE TR P T —HBRNE,
* There this point where he records Jesus firing off story, after story. #£3i& —2h L, fh#c &% T HRER
RKBEE, —HE—&,

» Teaching after teaching. #H& X #&,

e |t says at the beginning of the chapter, that one morning Jesus woke up and he walked
down to the water’s edge and he sits down. SEEMFEER, —XKF L, EBEREIREZRIK
BT,



e And then, this crowd starts to form around him. #A#%, AEBIAREI LSS,
* You can imagine this. {REILIAE{Z,

* So Jesus gets into a boat. Fr LLERER £ T
* And he pushes out into the water. fthiEHEEIKE,
* And he begins to teach. fthitA%E,
* One story after another. — B E#E—EKE,

e Then, Matthew quotes Psalm 78. ##%, B AXSIHEE78E.
* Something that was said hundreds of years earlier: 2B F /IR BAVEE

Psalm 78:2 :$%78:2

| will open My mouth in parables; | will utter things hidden since the foundation of the

world. HZERMON Ll , WER H LR RHE
* These are hidden things, that you need to know. ;& 2EBHIE1E, IREELNE,
* And then Matthew continues with this firestorm of parables. A1 B AH&4ES E LEMY E 8,

e One, after, another. —{AX —{&.

¢ And all the way through he keeps talking about the kingdom of heaven.
BisE#K, th—EEKHKE,

e There’s a new kingdom. ;58 2 —E#H T E,
* He’s trying open the door of this kingdom to the listeners. thiz &l @ &R $TRIRE MK,

* He’s inviting them to cross the threshold. fthi#f & fth {9 B8 P94 .
e To step in. #3K,

* And then we come to these two, one sentence parables that change, everything. #X &,
REEMME, —AEEE— TR,

e Critical information that allows us to see it and understand it. {FHKMEEHEFRNIBEHTH
BABEIE R,
e Look at these with me: F1FE —EFEE:
Christine —

Matthew 13:44-45

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on



finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

BEX1EE 13:44-46

MEXEFGENEEHE  ABLT. REMEER  XREENETZ—VMEN. ZXR
h,45KEXIFEEEA, FHEFHKRTF .46 BL—FENNKF. RETZM—YIFEMN. X7
XEER T

e That was quick. | know. And if they’re really important, we probably shouldn’t rush...let me
read again: (read again, slow) SERERRMR, HME MREREEEEMNE, KMATEX
ER.ERMBE—RE (BENEE—R)

e There are TWO MAJOR IDEAS here. S EmMEEZLL,
 Two sentences, with two ideas, that change EVERYTHING. fiAJEE, m{EE 2L, &7 —1,

e At first glance, it appears to feed into the get rich quick thinking, right? # % —RE L%, &
FERREBRERE, BTE?

¢ He uses ‘treasure’ - that’s cheating - every 9 year old boy and up...buried treasure. #tF T
“BYEER, SIFGRER - E—EARMLINBR. HE T EY,

e But he says something else: (B 21tz 7 H5+ —LEEE -

* There’s a field, and in the field, where anyone could have found it, right out there, in that
spot, the man found a treasure. H—i#th, 7EEHRHE, FA AT LUEREIM, REHNR
, IRER—E S, BEANKETEY,

e |t’s open enough, it’s out there enough, he covers it back up - because it’s RIGHT
there. EMRFFE RESHEH NEMIEEELT - BABYWARERR,

¢ And this merchant, he’s searching for FINE pearls, and then he find ONE, of great value. 5 —

BEREA MESHKEBEHHRT k3T —E RESEN,

¢ One guy seems to stumble on it, the other is looking, but BOTH of them find this thing
called the ‘kingdom of heaven’. :EM{EAEH —EALFZREEKTHN, H—EA
EREHIN, BEIMMMmEERKXE T EERE A KBE"HIREA,

¢ The kingdom of heaven is this thing of great value, something God offers us, a new way of
living, a new kind of life and it is SO valuable that both men, in both stories, sell everything
they have because, THIS, this, this thing that I’ve found, this kingdom of God, this life,
THIS, is more valuable than any, other, thing. XEIRFEEEBENERR , EHHERFRE
B, —EEFHTFARX, —EHEd, ERPREARRENEFEE  TEMEANSE &
EM—CIFAR, A, SHRA, HATXIIEHRA, SEBAMMBEMN, EEES,
L EERE—Y), BEHEE.

e With all of our seeking, and all of searching; FH MK —41, HMESIHN—9,
e with our getting rich, without being rich, &3 E, AIF S
e with our loving but not being loved, HMAEZE, AIGF3NE,



e with our fun, without it being fun, enough, A RS ARE M,

¢ Jesus says there’s something you will find, something you can find
that makes it all, make sense. HRfREREEA — L E/RAI LLEREI, 1Rk
HTERE—DEBEERZ,

* And notice what he says: FEMEEFERA

1. The kingdom is something we find, ‘in the middle of this’. XEZ2 & M7 S Emk3F
o8

* The kingdom is something the man finds in the field and he buys it.

REZBEAEMETKTN, hILEHE TR,

e He doesn’t inherit it when he’s dead. fth & tH BB EH REEHE R T

¢ And there’s man who is looking for something valuable, something bigger, and when he
finds it, he buys it. EF —EAESKBEENRT, BERANRA , E4KIT , tRE
TE.

e It’s present tense. i& RIREFAE,

¢ Which MEANS that THIS kingdom is something we find, in the present.
EERZEEXRBEIHMREERTUKEIN,

e We find it, HMKEIE,
* We experience it, HMREE,
* In the middle of this. EE &
e This is probably a horrible example, but it’'ts sort of like “Where’s Waldo?”
EXRBMTR—EIFNGIF, B2 ERTRHHE (BFIEWME) ?

e Remember that? =i 1F0E ?

* There’s this page, with all of this color and detail and chaos and noise, and
somewhere in the middle of it, there’s this thing you’re looking for. Z£—E L
: E%%@Eﬁ@, s, RALIEE, EEERLOMEESS, MEERORE
ARHE,

¢ Jesus is telling us, the kingdom of God, the answer to our heart, the longing of our soul, the
life that has meaning, the purpose, the peace, these things that SEEM to be so elusive -
they are, RIGHT HERE. ERfR&ERFEAM, B, M OHMEER, ERMEBE, EHME
fFdn, &, SEFERBRHELUFRRMER, M, EZTL#E

¢ Remember, Jesus continually said... $5521¥, HRERE
e Kingdom of God is at hand # B 7E F
* Kingdom of God is near 8 i = 7£ fff 32
* Kingdom of God is within you. ###IE7ER4EE

¢ The kingdom of God is like an alternate reality, but one that exists in the middle of this life.



MUEGR—ERE BRE—EFEEELEHE

¢ In the middle of your work, you can find it. ZE{REIT{EE D, R LIFKEIE,
¢ In the middle of your family, you can find it. ZE{/REIREE F, RATLIEKEIE,
¢ In the middle of a storm, you find it. EREMRE D, RATLIKEIE,
* In the middle of your brokenness you find it. FE{RRIBEFEE D, {RATLIKEIE,
¢ [TS, RIGHT, HERE. &, BifEEa &,

e There is something different, and, it is, right here. E#EF —#EHELE, €, MIEEE.

e Now, | know what our problem is. IR7, FAEHMAEBEEHET o
e Our problem is that WE don’t SEE it, right? EMMREBEREMERIIE, 2E?

¢ Jesus says it’s right here, he says it can be found. It’s in the middle of this, but we're like,
where? Where’s Waldo? | don’t see him. HRERSR ERfEE4E, BRI MIXEE, ERM
FESEHM, EREMAER, EWE 2 BIRIEWME ? HELIIE,

* But just because you don’t see him, doesn’t mean he’s not there, right? 81 2 &£ X AR
BETIE MERBEAHFE, HIE?

* | remember S|tt|ng with “Where’s Waldo” and not giving up. | refused. | would not turn the
page. X BE UM E MK BAEME", TAKME, ZIELHE , THEEBBHBE,
* Why? &t ?
* Because | KNEW he was there. [X & 3 138 fth 7 AR4E

e The problem wasn’t that Waldo wasn’t there. FIREF 2B FIFEIE
* The problem was that | COULDN'T see him. FIRE2H T EeFE T,

e The problem isn’t that kingdom isn’t there. FIRERZRXBEIAREIE,
e The problem is that we’re not seeing it. FIREREKMIFEERIIE.

¢ \We might not even be looking, but even if we are, we don’t really know how. F Mt 4R

Apiiz Ak, BIEMEHMKT, HMALTREMMNE TR,

e See, we tend to live in a limited dimension. &, &M4EEFP—EBRMIHEE S,

* We live in a touch, see, smell dimension. EM4&FF—EKRERE, RE, REMMHE
H,
¢ We rely, entirely on what is right here, in front of us, AND, our best attempts at
making sense of it. KME S IKEEEEEMEHE, £ MIBA, XMS
KHMERMBEFAEHE,
e But what if there’s more? {B2INELLIETHEFENE ?



¢ Now, some of you, many of you, you might say, “I know there’s more. It’s why I'm here.”

WA, MRA—LA, SHBMRMABRSA R “BRANEEEFE# FURTEERE, 7

e But what if there’s more, than the more you know? {E 2RSS EE, HBIMEEHAA
g 2
¢ And how do you know? ZEE{REEFHBE ?

* Have you sold it all for the field? {R& & ARith & FrrH RIS 2
* Do you give it all up for the pearl? {RE &Ik FRERTAFRIE ?

¢ |s the more you know, so much more, that it feels like the most valuable
thing, EVER? fRAMEME S, BLEMAE, ERFLURREEN?

* So, in orde_r+f0r us to understar)g a bit more, | want to go BACK in time.
ATEEMEREQ—L, ZHRMEBIEL S,

e Way back in time. EZEHMEZIREMESLF,

* There’s this group of people called Hebrews, living in Egypt. HE—HBAHBAFHERA, £5F
PR R,

e Chosen by God, Z##HE#Y,
e special and unique, #7IRIFIE— &/,
e but living as slaves. {824 &/EIRE,

* Moses, a shepherd, is directed by God to lead them out of slavery, and into a land of

promise. BEf, —EAKRFA, HAKERTEMMMEA ARz, RERF M,

¢ And in the process, he not only writes their history, but also, in this wonderful, poetic and
compelling sort of way, the history of humanity. 7£58E:@F & $, thFTEET T HhMIME
B, R LEEREIFN, FP—HK0NAR, B8 T AENES,
¢ He goes back to the beginning. fth {# ZFI B #T,

* He also goes back in time, to make sense of the moment. fhth[EZIFEE G, (%
E—YHES AR,

¢ |t’s as if Moses knew, that when he told the people where they came from,
TRAFREETRRNE, Eith & ER At f1E s+ 2%k e from this guy, named
Abraham, f#58E4WEBRIZEMA
e who had a son, fth&—{&5 F LU
e who had two sons, UEMERF(Ht—EI2HL)
e who had twelve sons; #&&H+ZERF
e it’s as if he knew they’d ask, “Well, what about before that?” & 47§ th £0 & {th



g, “3, EAMZAIE?”
* And so he told them. R LAh3E # & SRt 179
* In Genesis chapter 1. ZEBItHiEE—F,
* In the beginning, there was God. &#), . o o
* The Hebrew word “Elohim” #& {82k :&“Elohim”

e There was God, and He ‘was’ f#7f
e He just is. #B7E

e And this God, He CREATES. 5fif#, #gli&,

e There’s this expression, Ex Nihilo - out of nothing. & —1{E %, Ex Nihilo - ¢ E&Eh,
* The earth is formless and void. 2 Z= & &,

* The Hebrew expression is “Tohu-va-vohu” #{H % ;&) %X Z 2 “Tohu-va-vohu”
e |t was a mess, it was chaos. i E 2,
* There was matter, but there was nothing, really to it. E¥E, BHEHT =,

¢ And the Spirit of God hovered over the water. = EITIE/KE L,

¢ So what we see is that this God IS, when there’s essentially nothing to see. FFLAFE R #
EER A EA R REIRILE,

e This God is Spirit. He is unseen. 2 &, EF Al R #,
* This God creates, out of nothing. f#8l:&, E&EZE|F.

* This God speaks and things, happen. #:%, ZEztRH.
* oHis utterance, creates. #HY5EFEH A&/ KEE.

e Then, in Genesis 2 says he breathes, life. A%, FERBIHILEZE, T EFRED,

¢ All of this is very difficult to wrap our minds around, but here’s what we have.

* Imagine, over here, you have: ;& — U1 2 HMeEESREEAEZM, B2
EMERXSRm. BE—T, HKMESESR

e Elohim ##

e Spirit &

e Power BE 1

e Breathing & &

e Creating &lli&

e Imagine THAT, over here. 8{&iE—tI7E51E,

¢ And you have to imagine because all of those things are
unseen. {RLERER RAE—VEHTE2RARAT RN,

e Now, what | also have to say about THAT, is that THAT is God. IR7E, FthwiZ8:R, Fat 2.
e That is what IS. B2



¢ And yet, can't, really, be, seen. XA 7] R &Y
e It is the realm of spirituality. Fi 2B = HIFE 5,

¢ But THEN, IF you keep reading, you get something else. You get{8
EINRRHELEE, IREE R A SkyXZE
e Water 7K
e Land it
e Trees #t
e Animals.E1#¥

e And THAT is all over here. BBLEFEimIk Mt 54,

¢ So, over HERE we have this realm of the unseen, that of the spiritual.
And back over HERE we have this realm of the seen, that of the physical. Ffr
L, mEEEMAEERART T RMBEZENRIE, RFFEENEEETRM
ME IR,

e THEN, God creates what? Or should | say, “Whom?” %X, MEIE T HE ? &K EZR, “
Bl&ETE?
e He says, Let US, make Man in OUR, own image. #15% , BRMABERMNEREA

e He creates man, #&li& T A

e Out of Dust: totally physical. et £ ¥%E.

e Breathes Life: totally spiritual. {E#BIRERAAN : T2BE,

* Do you see what’s going on here? {REREHZEHETIE?
¢ Is a human being spiritual, or physical? A B EZEZ2EMER,
e The answeris....YES... EE=E... 8000

* “You are here” “{R¥EE 48"
* You are at the intersection of the physical and spiritual. {RE¥ BB E 3L
* You are totally physical. {REZEMEH
e And, you are totally spiritual. {RFth 2 LBEMN,
¢ And if this were 1985 I'd say you are also Totally AWESOME. 1R IZEZ1985
F, FEERMELETEREEN,

e If you are human. INR{RE A,
e If you are breathing, {RTEFEI,
* You are ALL of these things. {RAE—UIREEE,

¢ So, the issue hand is not whether or not you are a spiritual being, the issue is, are your
EYES open? AL, BT RIFEF=—EABENEE, BER, MMUERREETFZTH
B2

e And THAT is what Jesus is trying to do. B}k 2 BRER 8 A4,
* He’s trying to open our eyes to spiritual realities about who you are. 8 ZE B M8



BREE, EHRMEIRANKMABENER.

e You are a fusion of two realms. {R 2 EREHFRHFE,

¢ Which, then, has implications on how you handle your relationship,
miE, HRIREKEEMUEZREEEZER, « how you handle
your money, {RE#kBEIEIRAIEEEL,
* who you are emotionally, or sexually, fR¥EIE#E L, KIEMEL, 2EKMN,
e how we work, how play, ZH M E&KIE, EXRIE,
* ALL of it we DO, as a fully integrated being; we are physical and spiritual. F{M{#5& —
U=, SMRU—EZESHELE, BRYEN, hEBEMN.,

» And maybe, Maybe this explains why we can feel so broken. thzF, EfEET HMAHERE
SERREERE,

* We’re only living in one dimension. E MR FHE—E#EL,

e That’s why Jesus told us the parable. That’s why he said it. ;& 2 AH BEISREREMEREL
MRS,

e |t can be found, RIGHT here. In the middle of this. ERTLA#KIKE], TAEESE, HE—UVET,

* And, he makes it very clear, THIS, this, i ZR S1R;&E%E,

2. The kingdom is something worth sacrificing for, it’s something we seek.
XERE/SAZMHE , BRMSBRM,
e Notice that with both men, obtaining the kingdom meant sacrifice. ;EEZ|¥ 8 MBEAKER, &
EXEMERZEYE.

e It’s worth pursuing...even sacrificing for. EEBEBXR, . EEREH,

* You may not find everything you’re looking for in life. {Rth 5 7 £ d5 P R BRI S — 1)

¢ Actually, no. Your NOT going to find everything your looking for, and in your 'not finding’,
you might discover frustration; EBE £, &, {(R—EFFHIMRLFH—Y], MAEMRA KX
RE"ES, RFERICARE,
e you might find bitterness, fRthFEHEE,
e you might find anger, fRthEFEHRIE,
* you might become cynical. Rt 3 & BHsR1E H kG .

* And Jesus says, “You’re looking in the wrong realm.” THRERER, “IRikMIHbAEET.”

e He is inviting us. 73 FEHM.
e He calls us and confronts us to leave it all behind. #hfEZ M, HPkBEBE MR T —Y,

* He invites us to stop living the HALF LIFE. &R ME1E R EE —FHEmE,

e That’s it, right? 24+ =2 ?
* We are only in half of our being. 1 RFHEMEREFEN—F,



* | love these words, written by Frederick Buechner R EM3ERKER 5770 it N B B AYIX LEiF

“If we only had eyes to see and ears to hear and wits to understand, we would know that
the Kingdom of God in the sense of holiness, goodness, beauty is as close as breathing
and is crying out to born both within ourselves and within the world; we would know that
the Kingdom of God is what we all of us hunger for above all other things even when we
don’t know its name or realize that it’s what we’re starving to death for...The Kingdom of
God is where we belong. It is home, and whether we realize it or not, | think we are all of
us homesick for it.” - Frederick Buechner

MRHEMARBEEE, BXAER  EERER | RMASHNERNRENGE , Xif. HXBEOFR
—Hh, MAEREMARNELREEHREE, RASNEXREREFAMEABF —HIKERE
FEERMAETMEERH EHFAGERZEMNIINEERN--RERHMAUER. 2HMANR
, FERIRAREER, RRAHEMAEAREERR,

- BREER-MENE

¢ To paraphrase CS Lewis, If we find ourselves long for something so deep and profound that
the word can’t satisfy it, it probably means | was made for another world. CSi& 5 #ith G &7
B, MRBRMBHEEACHBELESERYRRUBELUE R, WFERBRMAR AT H—EH
FRMEH.
e Another kingdom. H— &R,

* And moving into this space and place doesn’t just happen. M A S 8 ZE 52 B h 5 2B A
B

e The kingdom of God is to be sought, and treasured. XEI 2 B3Rk, B TEHI,

¢ Maybe you have heard these words and remember the words of Jesus, earlier in Matthew:
FFMRIZECIGRTE R REST /IS, BRERRIEE,

Matthew 6:33

33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

EAREGBMMEL RMMWBEMMMNE SERBBEMBMRMT

e Seek, first, the kingdom. &3k, &%k, XH.,
e But why? & EEIR ?
* Because we will get rich, and not be rich. &K ME/IME, AIF—FE=H.

¢ We can chase love, and never find it. FMAILLERE, BKEHKFE,
» Get power, and be powerless. SREF|, AEREA D,

e BUT, there is, something more. {2, £ &id 26 i,
e Seek, the kingdom. &3k, XE,

e You don’t pray a prayer and it’s there. I~ 2 {R&f tH RIS & 7L — & B FARY .



* You don’t wake up one day and it suddenly appears. T~ RIR—EEEKEKRBER T,

¢ Jesus shows us two men, who throw themselves at it, with everything, and there’s NO

looking back. ERfRRMAFEMMEAN, WE—Y) , FFE , KTEE,

1
=

¢ [ronically, the more you’re concerned about him, his will, his kingdom, the happier you are. i

g2, B M, MO , AV RE , (REER,

e Aim at heaven, you get earth thrown in. ;FEEXE L, {RIEH E—UIEEET,
e Aim at earth, and you get neither. ;¥ B £t £, {RAI—ERTE,

¢ But you can’t fake it. {Rth FEE{AELE,
* You can’t pretend it. {RFEEBRELE,
* | know only one way into this kingdom and that is in sincerity. ¥ R %138 —{§ X XE#/
B, ATk 2D R

¢ And that requires something of a conversion. i E R —FE8E%E,

e One thing, becomes, another, thing. —#-%, @&k, H—#.
e There’s a change, something, happens. %, s EMME, ERE,

e See, THAT is the beauty of the Gospel. JEFA 2B E I N,
e Let me explain. EXEEMRAG,

* The other night | was at Birthday celebration for a friend. —BEFKE—ERRRMERRE L,
¢ And | went alone, and thought I’d only know the person we were celebrating and her
husband, which was creating some real social anxiety for me. T 2® B — AE#/), 18

HRARBELEBMARMMBALEE, MERRI —HERERE.

e But it turned out that everyone was so friendly, and conversation just flowed. #E&R%&
BEAMEBER T, RkEANETE,

¢ And | was talking with this one woman and the conversation eventually meandered
to, “What do you do for work?” EHF1— I LR REFIHB A RE, “IREHEL
te2”

¢ And often times, this is where conversations with me and new friends go to
die. &%, EX M EMHAARAKER ILAIFERE,
e “You’re a WHAT?” “fR2MftEEM 2~
* And they slowly drift away. ZA#% S, S12HhER.

e But not her. | said it, and she said, “REALLY!?” TEMEX LT A E, ZEER, MR, “H
Romfg 2 1 ”

¢ And the conversation started going deeper. MBI ARFAIBREZR—L T,
e She says, “I’'m not Religious.” #hiR, “FKAEH,”

e And said, “Neither am I!I” ¥, “KtbAE. ”
¢ But then she says, “She’s spiritual!” {E#h X %, “HhEEE !~



e And | said, “Yes you are!” F i, “&, RE.”

¢ So the conversation started moving toward beliefs, and it was SO good.
AREFEERB L REM, FEEFHRK,
* And had this really great thing to say... Eth A EFMEFHEER

l:l)\o

¢ And then, some folks walked up and the conversation shifted and never came back

around. A%k, B AEBK, HMHUGEEERTENLZARNEK,

* So, I'm going to tell you what | was going to say next about beliefs. HIREZELEFIMHWEH K
MAEFEREIHRE,

» What we believe in isn’t simply about what we think is TRUE. Ff+BEMNFEE SRR
I,
e | mean, it should be true. H 2R, AEZZHH,

e But what we believe in must be TRANSFORMATIVE. 1B {M+8{Srw 23 NS,
e It must CONVERT us. ©— SE S H M,

¢ It must CHANGE us, enough that we’ll sell everything we have to buy that field.
—EREEM BLERMEEHMATEEE M,

e It has to change us enough that we will see it all for that pearl. '© %8 @ LTk E
. BHMERLHEKEN—U,

¢ Which is why | BELIEVE in the gospel and | am in love with its beauty.
EEAHHEMRERE BERREHDPHBEA,

¢ What is more compelling than when look at what Jesus has done for us,

Lt & I ER AR & T M A A e,

e when we SEE, clearly, our brokenness, E&MER, &F52 %, HMM
B,
e and then, so clearly what he has done? ##, BABR B EH#IE I BRERFT A, BEHW S| 5
B+ IR ?
e It changes us. &% T &M,
* The only way I'll ever be willing to give up my misaligned pursuits is when see a love, a
sacrifice that is greater. M —ZEHKEENEXTH LMEBRMUEERXFINKE, LLHEAT
SEP R EPN:OE 12

¢ When | look at the Cross of Christ, it puts EVERYTHING else in perspective.
EHFINEEMTFE EEEMMERERAKBRAS,

e And I’'m so willing to lay it all down. MEtFEEIRHEKFAEKRT.,
e Augustine said, B H T iR,

“We want to reach the kingdom of God, but we don't want to travel by way of death. And



yet there stands necessity saying: 'This way, please.' Do not hesitate, man, to go this
way, when this is the way that God came to you.”

-Augustine
“BMEZEIXE, ERMFAEEBRECT2BMELE, AMLEHMGERER, FEE2E. "TE
W%, Re EERE EwIURERERMRERMN,”

- BEEHT

¢ Jesus stood at the edge of the sea, and he saw us, in our striving, and our
brokenheartedness, and loneliness, and said, “It’s RIGHT HERE, ALL around you.”
ERfRUL7EE2, thE REM, HMe0igl, HMvOE, 1%, R “HEE BEE
fR.”
¢ And I’'m here, so that you can find it. F7E5E, RRILLSZE,

Reflection x &

* Identify desolations...places of wounded searching.... #% 5l %B‘“‘Hﬁ"i FRHRIEK-
* Recognize...what you were really looking for... 25| {REE £ K HE---
¢ Now speak into that space...and remind yourself ...what | was really looking for was the
kingdom. JREHMEEHARE - REEBC - KEESKNEXRE,

Benediction fiii&

e May you be men and women who see that seeking the kingdom first, is the first thing we
are called to do. fEZ RIh kB £ S KRXKE, 2EMEERBMMWE—H4S,

¢ And may you find the gospel so powerful, so compelling that you take Jesus at his word,

and do it. BEfREIMEE BEERK, BERRS| A LUBURISEIRERAEE, I1TH K,



